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APPENDIX. 


SmITHSOMAN  IiVSTlTUTIOX, 

Washington^  January  \,  18.50. 
StR:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  comi^iaMce  witli  the  duty 
assigned  me,  the  foilowing  report  upon  the  public  libraries  of  tbe  United 
States,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  rendering  tht3  Smithsonian 
Inslitution  a  centre  of  bibUograpIiical  knowledge. 

I  remain,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  (J.JEWETT, 
Li^rariati  of  the  Smithsonian  Institutiou. 
To  Joseph  Henry,  LL.  D., 

Secretary  of  tht  Smithsonian  Institution. 


PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 

Books  constitute  a  large  element  of  the  inteHectual  wxsalth  of  a  nation. 
On  the  shelves  of  publishers  aiid  venders  thev  are  an  indication  of  exist- 
ing demand,  and  an  earnest  of  usefulness.'  Nor  are  they  idle  even 
there.  The  shops  of  booksellers  have,  from  early  times,  beeM*  the  favorite 
resorts  of  men  of  letters.  Their  contents  are,  for  purposes  of  reference, 
more  accessible  than  those  of  most  libraries. 

Collections  of  books  for  private  libraries  are  also  of  great  public  interest. 
The  proprietor  of  each  derives  from  it  his  own  means  of  teachuio- 
the  public.  Not  only  so,-  private  collections  are  irenerally  made  fo^ 
specific  purposes,  and  are— each  in  some  particular  branch  of  knowledge  — 
as  complete  as  the  means  of  the  proprietor  will  allow.  The  learning,^bib- 
liographical  skill,  and  resources  of  the  collector  have  been  limited  to 
some  one  object,  and  that  he  has  pursued  to  its  utmost  extent.  He  has 
thus  formed  a  complete  library  in  one  departn)€nt.  The  aggregation  of 
such  libraries  would  constitute  a  complete  universal  library.^^These  col- 
ief'tions  generally  become,  sooner  or  later,  parts  of  public  collections:  such 
is  commonly  the  wish  of  tlie  scholars  who  form  them.  Therefore,  the 
community  may  be  allowed  to  watch— so  far  as  they  can  without  intru- 
siveness— such  private  accumulations,  with  interest  and  satisfaction  In 
this  country,  moreover,  a  narrow  and  exclusive  spirit  among  book  collect- 
ors is  almost  unknown,  ftaihering  for  use,  and  with  an  appreciating 
spirit,  they  are  not  dispased  to  debar  others  from  the  treasures  which  thev 
possess.  The  liberality  of  proprietors  of  large  collections  of  books  in  this 
country  is  remarkable,  and  1  believe  unparalleled. 

But  our  present  object  is  not  to  describe  private  collections.  The  cen- 
sus board,  with  an  enlightnned  regard  lor  the  interests  of  letters,  have  in- 
cluded books,  in  both  public  and  private  libraries  exceeding  one  thousand 
volumes,  among  the  objects  to  be  enumerated.  Mr.  John  K.  Bartlett,  he- 
lore  his  appointment  to  the  important  post  which  he  now  holds  upon  the" 
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Mexican  boundary  commission,  bad  made  considerable  progress  in  pro-   j! 
curing  from  tbe  proprietors  of  the  most  valuable  private  collections  such   jl 
accounts  of  their  literary  treasures  as  would  be  of  public  importance,  and   i 
such  as  they  were  willing  to  have  printed.     These  notes  will  not  be  lost, 
though  tlic  publication  of  them  is  deferred. 

Our  immediate  concern  is  with  public  libraries.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
seek  /or  an  exact  definition  of  the  word  public  in  this  connexion.  I 
mean  by  it  libraries  which  are  accessible — either  without  restriction,  or 
upon  conditions  with  wliich  all  can  easily  comply — to  every  person  who 
wishes  to  use  them  for  their  appropriate  purposes.  In  this  sense  I  ber- 
lieve  it  may  be  said  that  all  libraries  in  this  country'-,  which  are  not  pri- 
vate property,  (and  indeed  many  which  are  private  property,)  are  public 
libraries. 

Of  these  libraries  I  have  endeavored  to  collect  such  historical,  statisti- 
cal, and  descriptive  notices  as  wotild  be  of  general  interest;  together  with 
such  special  details  as  would  be  beneficial  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
organization  and  care  of  similar  establishments. 

No  person  who  will  consider  the  vast  extent  of  the  field  to  be  surveyed, 
the  tedious  process  by  which  most  of  the  information  is  to  be  collected — 
namely,  by  circular  letters  and  private  correspondence — the  difficulty  in 
this  busy  land  of  getting  any  one  to  furnish  minute  information  on  such 
subjects,  the  antiquated  statistics,  on  these  matters,  which  survive  all 
other  changes,  in  s^azetteers  and  geographies,  and  the  fact  that  there  is 
nowhere  in  this  country  a  full  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets  relating 
to  the  local  affairs  of  the  several  towns  and  counties  of  the  different  States — 
no  one  who  will  cojisider  these  things,  and  remember  that  this  is  but  one 
of  the  topics  of  inquiry  to  which  I  was  required  to  devote  my  attention, 
and  that,  by  the  other  duties  of  my  office,  I  was  prevented  from  visiting 
most  of  the  libraries  which  I  wished  to  describe,  will  be  surprised  if  he 
should  find  that,  iu  some  instances,  these  accounts  are  not  so  full  nor  so 
accurate  as  could  be  desired. 

The  publication  of  them,  in  their  present  state,  is  considered  a  step 
necessary  to  their  completion  and  perfection.  Copies  will  be  distributed 
to  librarians  and  others  interested  in  these  matters,  and  all  persons  who 
may  receive  the  work  are  earnestly  requested  to  furnish  corrections,  ad- 
ditions, and  suggestions  for  a  second  edition.  It  is  hoped  that  within  a 
few  years  materials  may  be  obtained  for  accurate  accounts,  embracing  all 
historical  facts  of  importance  with  reference  to  every  library  and  every  in- 
stituti'.n  possessing  a  library  in  this  country;  and  including  the  hinory 
and  statistics,  with  a  desciiption  of  the  bibliographical  and  scientific 
treasures  of  each. 

The  present  notices  relate  almost  exclusively  to  libraries.  When  the  li- 
brary forms  but  a  department  (it  may  be  a  comparatively  small  one)  of  an 
institution,  it  has  not  been  the  aim  to  give  anything  more  of  the  history 
of  such  institution  than  was  necessaiy  to  illustrate  the  formation,  position 
or  prospects,  of  tlie  library. 

It  was  at  first  intended  to  hmit  these  notices  to  the  answers  obtained  to 
the  questions  of  a  circular  letter.*     Many  of  the  circulars  have,  however, 

*The  following  is  a  rojiy  of  the  ciicu'ar  lener: 

1  hr  folk  wing  questions  have  been  prepared  in  order  to  collect  aa  accurate  statistics  as  poe- 
sible  of  the  various  pi)l)Iic  libraries  in  the  United  States: 

1.  By  what  name  is  llie  library  legally  designated?  2.  When  was  it  founded?  3.  "What  inimber 
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remained  to  this  time  unanswered  ;  others  were  filled  up  hastily  and 
gave  hut  a  meagre  account  of  the  collections;  others,  affain,  simplV  re- 
ferred to  some  sources  from  which  authentic  details  mi^^lit  be  fathered 
In  order  to  give  anything  like  completeness  or  uniformity  to  thp  notices" 
It  was  found  necessary  to  re  write  them,  and  to  seek  additional  informa- 
tion from  all  available  sources.  When  the  librarian's  name  is  -iven  in 
connexion  with  an  article,  it  is  an  indication  that  the  principal  fa'^^ts  were 
derived  from  his  answers  to  the  queries.  When  the  facts  have  been  -a- 
named  other  sources,  the  authorities  have,  for  the  most  part,  be^'en 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  statistics  do  not  all  refer  to  exactly  the 
same  date  They  were  intended  to  represent  the  condition  of  the  libraries 
at  the  middle  of  the  year  1849;  but  when  returns  were  not  made,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  take  the  best  accounts  at  hand,  these  frequenttv  related 
to  a  time  several  years  past.  ' 

Doubtless  many  libraries,  more  important  than  some  which  are  men- 
tioned  m  these  notices,  have  been  overlooked.  The  omission  is  unin- 
tentional. It  has  been  utterly  impossible  to  collect,  at  once,  full  and 
reliable  accounts  of  all  the  libraries,  small  and  large,  in  the  country. 
1  his  publication  will  make  known  our  wish  to  gather  all  facts  worthy  of 
record  respecung  every  one  of  them;  and,  in  conformity  with  this  plan 
we  would  resi)ectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  from  the  guardians  of  libraries 
not  mentioned  here,  or  of  which  the  accounts  are  in-orrect  or  in  any 
way  unsatisfactory,  to  furnish  us  with  the  means  of  improving  the  work 
tor  a  second  edition.  We  would  direct  attention  particularly  to  the  fol- 
lowing  points:  ^ 

1.  The  number  of  volumes  of  printed  books  as  they  stand  upon  the 
shelves;  the  number  of  pamphlets;  the  number  of  manuscripts,  in  the 
lorm  of  works  intended  for  publication,  or  of  letters,  &c.;  the  number  of 
maps  and  charts;  of  loose  engravings;  of  sheets  of  music  unbound,  and 
ot  bound  books  of  music;  the  number  of  coins  and  medals,  pictures, 
o  'n?^''  P°^^^^^^^  ^y  ^^^^e  institution  on,  the  1st  of  January,  1S5I 
/J.  Ihe  expenditure  for  books,  and  the  number  of  books  purchased, 
(luring  the  year  ending  December  31,  1S50. 

3.  The  number  of  books  lent  out,  also  the  number  used  in  the  library 
rooms,  during  the  same  period.  ^ 

4.  Important  facts  not  already  given  with  reference  to  the  history  of  the 

ll^^Z^A  "f*^"  '^  ''"'"'^T-  T^  ^^f  "collections  of  manuscripts,  maps  and  charts,  music,  engra- 
mg.,  medals,  corns,  etc  ?  If  so,  please  to  state  the  number  of  articles  of  each  description.  5  Are 
Jie  numbers,  given  in  reply  to  the  last  two  questions,  ascertained  by  actually  countin-  the  vol- 
imesand  arfcles.orare  they  from  a  conjectural  estimata^  6.  Whalhas  been^heyead'V  a  er^e 
umber  of  volumes  added  to  the  library  for  the  la.t  ten  years^  7.  What  has  been  he  yeaHy 
f  fhfir^  T'^°i;''''r'''^"''°^'^°«'''-  S-  I«  there  a  permanent  fund  for  the  inLa  e 
LTnaJZ^'  .'       Z  ^^'Sfu'^  "'  ^l^  *^'^'  '""'  '^"'^  ''  y'^''^  annually?     9.  How  many  and 

vha   officers  are  employed?     What  are  the  names  and  address  of  the  present  officers?     10   Has  a 

Pni"^i''wT?^^>P'"r^y  for  the  library?  If -so,  when,  of  what  material,  and  at  what  ex- 
„r  %  To  V  u'*''f  f '™®"^'^"^'''"''^'^"'  's  the  ground  plan,  of  the  library  buiidin- or 
°T  A-i  {  ^""^  books  arranged  on  the  shdves  according  to  subjects,  or  on  some  other  sys- 
i^e  «nH  ,h  '"^'^^  '^""'^'^  catalogue  of  the  library?  If  so,  when  was  it  printed,  and  what  is  its 
ize  and  th^  number  of  pages?     It  more  than  one,  what  is  the  date  ot    each?     14.   How   often 

r  h!  ,h.  ^  "^T  '  ^1'^  ''""^^  '°r^  ^'  ''  ^^^'  "f'*-"  "^'^'^  ""1'-  15.  Who  are  entitled  to  the  use 
r  the  library,  and  on  what  terms?      16.    Are  books  lent  out  to  read?      If  so,  how   many  are 

itZ,u'',J?,T   ^^      I''  ,  Y'^^'/J'  rr"  y'^'^y  '"''^'■^"'^  """^^^*'"'  "^  P^-"^""^'  consulting  the  library    . 
Uhout  takmg  away  book.?     18.   Have  the  books  been  injured  at  any  time  by  inscct.s?     J9    U 

£!is"i[j  '•^g^'^'^on  by  which  books  may  be  lent  by  courtesy  to  pei^ons  at  a  distai.ce.-    If  so, 
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librarv   and  the  institution  with  wliich  the  hbrary  is  connected.    In  tl«s 

d4e  we  would  also  beg  leave,  ou  behalf  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 

rsohcit  Ibr    ts  library 'the  gift  of  books,  pamphlets,  or  articles,  pnnted  or 

vr  ten     clative  to  the  history,  condition,  or  prospects  of  every  iterary, 

scemiftcS  educational  establishment  in  the  country;. with  catalogues 

od  a  Ve      as  new)  of  all  libraries;  annual  and  triennial  catalogues  of 

colle<>es  and  high  schools;  and  documents  relaUng  to  common  schools 

Suidw  schoolsf  itc.    It  is  highly  important  to  have  upon  our  shelves  the 

mea  i^of  t^^^^^^^^^  "^  '^''  country  in  the  history 

^fXotcon?g.s,rnd°  libraries,  from  their  foundation  to  the  present 

^me      SuchacSlle^lion  would  be  peculiarly  appropriate  m  a  central  m- 

sthmion  ifke  this.     Nodiing  pertaining  to  the  subject  should  be  thought 

toolnsi-niacant  to  be  sent.     E^very thing  will  find  its  place,  and,  we  may 

^1!^S^hn;^e^i:^tLe  a  description,  or  at  l^t  a  li^  c^all 
remarkably  rare  and  curious  books  or  manuscripts  which  the  libiary  may 
iTiss  ak  we  would  ask  particularly  for  an  account,  as  minute  as  may 
^Ton^enient,  of  all  manuscripts  relating  to  the  early  history  of  this 

""""to  diose  who  have  contributed  information  for  this  work  I  beg  leave  to 
present  my  mcere  thanks.  1  have  heretofore  -spoken  of  the  articles  con- 
S  in  the  -Serapeum-  for  1846,  from  the  pen  of  Hermann  E.  Lude- 
wiSes  ,  ,  of  New  York,  on  the  libraries  of  America  as  the  fvdlest  and 
S  corec  account  of  them  that  had  been  published.  His  was  the 
work  of  a  pioneer.  It  was  faithfully  done,  and  I  most  cneerfuty 
rcknowledgJmy  obligations  to  him  tbr  the  assistance  which  I  have  de- 
rived  from  his  researches  * 


MAINE 

jiUGUSTA. 


State  Lihrary-ahout  9,000  i;o/^.-Founded  1836.  The  average  yearly 
^ncrSits  abou't  500  volumes.  From  1840  to  184T  the  annual  appropria 
tion  for  the  purchase  of  books  was  $300;  for  1848,  S400,  foi  ib4y 
So  One  of  the  rooms  of  the  State  House  (50  feet  by  30)  is  appropriate 
fo  the  library.  It  is  fitted  up  with  alcoves  on  two  sides-twelve  ^a  all 
Thee  catalogues  have  beei  pnuted-the  first  (GO  pages  8vo  |n  839 
the  second  (105  pages  8vo.)  in  1843;  the  third  (120  pages  8vo.)  m  181b 
toUier  is^in  iL'paration.'  During  the  sessions  of  the  legislami.  th, 
librarv  is  open  from  8  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.     Books  may  be    aken  tiom  tn. 

bra  y  by  the  governor,  members  of  the  council,  senate,  house  of  repre 
seSvel  hefds  of  d'epartn^ents,  judges  of  ^h^  ^^^^^f '  ^f/f,^",^* 
members  of  tbeboa^d  of  education,  and  the  supermten^^ 

Regents  of  the  S.^iihsonianlns.iiution.  As  the  printing  has  been  delayed  for  a  year  I  ha 
adied  to  the„.  such  facs  as  during  the  interval  have  conn.e  '-JJ ^^;i::^^^l;^.^  da  a"  er  w"i 
improve  the  notices  in  fullness  and  accuracy  ;  but  they  give  them  ^/'^S'^^^f  ^ ^^f.^^t  ^^^^  „ 
could  only  be  avoided  by  rewnting  many  of  ihem-a  task  which  was  not  con^utent  wUh  n, 


other  duties.  C.  C  J. 

Jancary, 1851. 
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Hospital.  The  privilege  to  the  memhers  of  the  legislature,  board  of  educa- 
tion and  its  secretary,  is  limited  to  the  time  they  may  be  in  session.  No 
law  books,  (excepting  those  of  the  State  of  Maine,)  nor  books  presented 
by  the  United  States,  or  any  other  State,  or  received  through  Vattemare's 
exchange,  can  be  taken  from  the  library  except  for  the  use  of  the  two 
houses,  and  the  committees,  at  the  committee-rooms,  during  their  session. 
Probably  2,500  persons  consult  the  library  each  year.  Ezra  B.  French, 
of  Damariscotta,  Secretary  of  State  and  ex  officio  librarian;  Abner  Oakes, 
of  Sangervilie,  assistant  librarian, 

BANGOR. 

TTieological  Seminar]/  Libraries — 7,500  vols. — The  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Bangor  was  incorporated  in  1814  as  the  "  Maine  Charity  School." 
It  wa«  at  first  connected  with  Hampden  Academy .  In  1819  it  was  removed 
to  Bangor.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Congregationalists.  The 
library  was  founded  in  1832,  and  contains  7,500  volumes,  selected  with 
special  reference  to  the  benefit  of  theological  students;  with  a  few  maps 
and  charts,  and  a  great  variety  of  curiosities,  collected  chiefly  by  mis- 
sionaries among  the  heathen;  as  ornaments,  implements  of  labor,  idol 
gods,  &c.,  &c.  The  yearly  average  increase  is  about  400  volumes.  An- 
nual expenditure  for  books  about  $500.  There  is  no  permanent  fur.  2. 
It  is  expected  that  a  building  will  soon  be  erected  for  the  libraiy.  The 
books  are  ai'ranged  on  the  shelves  according  to  subjects.  No  catalogue 
has  been  printed.  There  are  two  written  catalogues — one  alphabetical, 
the  other  recording  the  books  as  they  stand  on  the  shelves.  Open  twice 
a  week  for  taking  out  books,  and  every  afternoon  for  consultation.  Stu- 
dents,  officers,  trustees,  clergymen,  and  other  literary  gentlemen  in  the 
<iity  of  Bangor,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library,  for  which  no  charge 
is  made.  The  post  of  librarian  is  usually  filled  by  a  student  of  the 
seminary. 

The  Society  of  Inquiry  on  Missions,  connected  with  the  seminary,  is 
in  possession  of  a  valuable  cabinet  and  library. — [See  History  of  the 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary,  by  Rev.'E.  Pond,  D.  D.,  in  the  Ameri- 
can Quarterly  Register  for  August,  1841,  p.  27.] 

BRUNSWICK. 

Bowdoin  College  Libraries — 24,750  vols. — Bowdoin  College  was  estab- 
lished in  1794,  but  it  did  not  go  into  operation  till  eight  years  later.  The 
college  library  dates  fi-om  the  organization  of  the  institution,  in  1802,  and 
contains  at  present  (1849)  11,600  volumes.  For  the  last  ten  years  the 
averas'e  annual  increase  has  been  about  130  volumes,  and  the  average 
annual  expenditure  about  .^200.  There  is  no  permanent  fund  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  but  an  annual  appropriation  of  $200  is  made  from  the 
funds  of  the  college.  Since  1846  a  granite  building  has  been  erected,  at 
an  expense  of  about  ^40,000;  apart  of  which  will  be  the  college  chapel, 
and  a  part  contains  the  library.  The  room  now  occupied  by  the  library 
is  70  feet  long,  30  fi^et  wide,  and  18  feet  high.  There  are,  besides,  two 
wings,  to  be  used  when  required — each  70  feet  long,  IS  feet  wide,  and 
18  feet  high.  The  last  printed  catalogue  was  published  in  1819,  con- 
Saining  120  pages  8vo.     It  is  now  out  of  print,  and,  were  it  to  be  had, 
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would  give  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  present  library,  ft  is  expected 
that  a  new  catalogue  will  soon  be  prepared  and  published.  The  library 
is  open  three  times  a  week,  one  hour  each  time.  During  these  hours  the 
use  of  the  library  is  allowed  to  all  persons,  without  fee.  Books  are  lent 
out  to  the  students,  resident  graduates,  officers,  trustees,  and  overseers 
of  the  college,  and  to  the  clergymen  of  Topshara  and  BrunsMick.  The 
number  of  charges  for  volumes  lent  is  about  3,0(X)  annually.  Daniel  R. 
Goodwin,  Professor  of  Modern  Languages,  is  librarian. 

There  are  four  libraries  belonging  to  societies  of  under  graduates  of  the 
college,  viz: 

The  Peucinian  Society  library       .  -  -  .         4,800  vols 

Athenasan  Society  library  ....         3,800    " 

(These  two  libraries  are  increased  annually,  each  by  about 

200  volumes.) 
Theological  Society  library  ....  750    '( 

Peace  Society  library         .....  500    <<- 

(The  books  belonging  to  the  Peace  Society  were  presented 

by  the  late  William  Ladd,  esq.) 
The  medical  department  of  the  college,  established  in 

1820,  has  a  remarkably  good  library  of  -  -  -        3,300    ^^ 

The  Historical  Society  nf  Maine  was  incorporated  February  5.  1 82^o 
It  has  a  small  library  of  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  papers,  re- 
lating principally  to  the  history  of  Maine.  The  society  has  received,  du- 
ring the  last  year,  a  grant  of  land  from  the  legislature,  which  will  yield 
about  .$6,000,  for  the  express  purpose  of  erecting  a  fire-proof  building. 
When  such  a  building  is  completed,  a  new  interest  will  doubtless  be 
awakened  in  the  community  in  behalf  of  the  society,  and  it  is  expected 
that  large  collections  of  manuscripts  and  papers  of  historic  value  Avitli 
reference  to  the  State,  now  kept  in  reserve  waiting  for  a  safe  place  of  de- 
posite,  will  be  received,  and  will  form  an  important  and  valuable  library^ 
Professor  Alpheus  S.  Packard^ of  Bowdoin  CoUege^^  Brunswick,  librarian. 

.HOULTO>N. 

Forest  Club  Library — 200  vols. — Aroostook  county  is  situated  in  the- 
northern  forests  of  Maine.  Houlton,  the  shire  town,  is  nearly  100'  miles 
from  any  settlement  of  importance  in  the  United  States.  It  is,,  however,, 
gratifying  to  record  the  establishment  in  this  place  of  a  public  library,  in 
July,  1849.  The  number  of  its  volumes. is  as  yet  inconsiderable;  buc  we 
chronicle  its  formation  with  the  hope  that  the  notice  may,  in  some  hum- 
ble manner,  serve  its  interests  by  directing  towards  it  the  donations  of 
those  who  have  books  to  bestow.     William  Butterfield,.  librarian. 

PC-«TLANI>. 

Athenamm  Library — 6,170  vols. — This  institution  Avas  incorporated 
March  6, 1827.  The  library  contains  (1849)  6,170  volumes.  The  rate  of 
increase  cannot  be  accurately  stated;  a  new  system  of  supervision  has 
lately  been  adopted,  which  will  hereafter  enable  the  librarian  to  give  such 
information.  The  institution  has  a  fund,  now  amounting  to  ^3,100,  and 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  $300  to  §5500  per  year,  intended  for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Athena'um. 
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An  alphabetical  catalogue  of  8fi  pages  in  12nfio,  was  printed  in  1839. 
Another  was  printed,  December,  1849,  entitled  ''Catalogue  of  the  Library 
of  the  Portland  Athenffium;  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Institution,  adopted 
February  19,  1849."  12mo.  Portland,  1849:  in  150  pages.  The  books 
are  arranged  in  18  chapters.  This  catalogue  is  well  compiled  and  hand- 
somely printed. 

The  library  is  open  twice  a  week,  3^  hours  each  time. 

The  persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  are,  proprietors  of  shares, 
costing  $40  each,  and  others  on  payment  of  $10  annually. 

8,150  books  were  lent  out  during  the  last  year.  James  Merrill,  libra- 
rian. 

The  following  historical  account  of  the  Athenaeum  is  from  a  book  just 
pubhshed  by  Mr.  Willis,  of  Portland: 

"This  institution  is  the  successor  to  the  Library  Society,  which  was  es- 
tablished in  1765,  by  twenty-six  gentlemen,  who  associated  together  for 
that  purpose.  Previous  to  that  time  there  was  nothing  in  the  form  of  a 
library  existing  in  town.  The  library  opened  in  1766  with  93  volumes, 
of  which  62  volumes  were  'Ancient  and  Modern  Universal  History,' 
'Rapin's  History  of  England,'  7  vols.,  'Lardner's  Writers  of  the  New 
Testament,'  3  vols.,  'London  Magazine,'  9  vols.,  &c.  Not  much  addi- 
tion was  made  till  after  the  Revolution,  during  which  the  small  collection 
was  scattered,  and  a  number  of  the  books  lost.  In  1780  a  new  attempt 
was  made  to  resuscitate  it,  and  the  fragments  were  reunited.  But  it  was 
not  till  the  peace  of  '83  that  any  successful  movement  was  made  to  give 
it- vitality.  In  May,  1784,  twenty-six  new  members  were  admitted,  who 
were  required  to  pay  two  dollars  each,  in  money  or  books.  Others  were 
subsequently  admitted  on  the  same  conditions.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1786, 
the  libraiy  was  valued  at  =^'25;  the  worth  was  diminished  by  the  number 
of  broken  sets  of  works  which  it  contained.  In  1794,  the  books  were 
again  appraised,  and  valued  at  of"64  3s.  Sd.,  and  the  price  of  admission 
was  raised  to  425.  The  committee  were  this  year  instructed  to  purchase 
Sullivan's  History  of  Maine,  Hutchinson's  History  of  Massachusetts,  Bel- 
knap's Biography,  Ramsay's  American  Revolution  and  Carolina,  and  the 
History  of  the  County  of  Worcester.  These  are  all  American  publica- 
tions and  on  American  subjects.  In  1798  they  procured  an  act  of  incor- 
poration. The  library  went  on  slowly,  and  gradually  increasing  until 
1825,  when  its  number  of  volumes  was  1,640,  and  its  proprietors  82;  and 
the  whole  annual  expense  $331.  At  this  period  the  design  was  formed 
for  enlarging  the  institution,  and  giving  it  a  more  elevated  and  diffusive 
character,  better  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  age  and  spirit  of  the  times. 
The  present  Athena3um  grew  out  of  these  suggestions.  It  was  incorpo- 
rated in  March,  1826;  purchased  the  property  of  the  old  library,  and  the 
foraier  society  was  dissolved,  most  of  the  members  becoming  proprietors 
of  tiie  new  institution.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  persons  became 
proprietors  in  the  Athenseum,  at  $100  a  share,  of  which  $60  only  were  paid , 
the  principal  part  of  which  was  invested  in  bank  stock,  as  a  fund  towards 
the  supp;)rt  of  the  establishment.  Tiie  books  go  into  circulation  to  all  the 
members  vho  pay  a  tax  of  $5  a  year,  and  to  others  who  pay  $10.  The 
library,  whith  has  been  continually  increasing  to  the  present  time,  is  now 
conveniently -arranged  in  the  lar2:e  room  over  the  Canal  Bank,  and  con- 
tains (1848)  5,T50  volumes  of  the  literature  of  the  days  through  which  it 
has  lived,  embracing  the  best  periodical  publications  and  standard  works. 
For  its  size  there  ire  few  libraries  more  valuable.    A  new  impulse  has 
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been  given  to  it  the  present  year;  upwards  of  40  new  shares  have  been 
taken  up,  at  $10  each.  The  institution  is  an  honor  to  the  city,  and  should 
receive  a  hberal  regard  from  every  citizen  who  is  able  to  contribute  to  this 
unexceptionable  public  improvement.  Charles  S.  Daveis  is  now  president; 
and  Phineas  Barnes,  secretary  and  treasurer." — [Journals  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Smith  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Deane,  pastors  of  the  First  Church 
in  Portland,  with  notes  and  biographical  notices  and  a  summary  history  of 
Portland.  By  William  Willis:  Svo.,  Portland,  1849:  pp.  441-2,  appen- 
dix.] 

WATERVILLE. 

Waterville  College  Libra7ies—8,A8A  vols. — The  college  was  founded 
in  1820.  The  college  librar)'-  contains  5,200  volumes;  other  libraries 
permanently  connected  with  the  college,  3,284  volumes;  making  a  total 
of  books  to  which  students  have  access,  of  8,484  volumes.  The  average 
increase  is  aboutfifty  volumes  yearly.  The  sum  of  .s;10,000  is  pledged  as 
a  library  fund,  but  not  yet  realized.  The  library  is  in  a  building  erected 
for  chapel,  library  and  philosophical  apparatus;  the  building  is  of  brick, 
and  cost  about  i^8,000;  the  room  used  for  the  books  is  about  30  by  40  feet. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1845,  containing  47  pages  8vo.  The  hbrary 
is  opened  twice  a  week,  and  kept  open  half  an  hour  each  time.  The 
trustees,  faculty,  and  students  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books  without 
charge ;  the  students  pay  one  dollar  a  year  for  the  privilege ;  other  persons 
are  allowed  to  consult  the  library,  at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian  and- li- 
brary committee.     Professor  M.  B.  Anderson  is  librarian. 

DISTRICT    SCHOOL  LIBRARIES— ^452    VOLWMES. 

''The  statute  of  1844,  chapter  106,  authorizes  school  districts  to  expend 
a  portion  of  their  money  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  a  district  library. 
The  small  amount  of  school  money  in  a  majority  of  the  districts,  divided 
and  subdivided  as  they  have  been,  has  rendered  it  inexpedient  to  divert 
any  portion  of  it  from  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  school;  and  for  this 
reason,  but  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  formation  of  school  libra- 
ries."— [First  report  of  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  presented 
May  25,  1847.] 

The  secretary  in  his  second  report  (1848)  states  that  eleven  districts 
had  establislied  libraries.  In  the  last  report  (1849)  the  secretary  says 
"  there  are  but  seventeen  school  district  libraries  in  the  State,  containmg 
in  all  452  volumes." 

OTHER  LIBRARIES. 

Besides  the  libraries  already  mentioned,  there  are  doubtless  othe'S  from 
which  no  reports  have  been  received.     A  correspondent,  who  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  different  parts  of  the  State,  writes:  "Thwe  are  but   , 
few  town  libraries  in  the  Slate.     A  large  proportion  of  our  religious  socie-    > 
ties  have  what  are  termed  Sunday  school  libraries;  these,  ijowever,  are   ;' 
made  up  of  works  designed  more  particularly  for  juvenile  readers.     Some    I 
of  our  academies  have  libraries,  and  there  may  be  a  few^  but  a  very  few, 
social  libraries.      *      *     We  have  a  large  number  o-'  valuable  private    ; 
libraries,  on  which  dust  is  not  permitted  to  gather." 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

CONCORD. 

The  State  Library — 4,700  vo/s. — commenced  prior  to  the  RevolutioDj 
and  contains  at  present  (November^  1849) — 

Judicial  reports          ......  40O  vols. 

Legislative  documents,  statutes,  <fcc.             -            -            -  2, 486    '* 

Miscellaneous  works  -            .....  1,625    '* 

Pamphlets      -            -            -            -            -            -            -  1,905    '< 

Maps               .......  28 

Atlases           .......  7 

For  the  last  two  years  it  has  increased  about  300  volumes  yearly;  the 
eight  years  previous,  about  75  volumes  yearly.  About  $100  per  an- 
num have  been  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books.  There  is  a  standing 
appropriation  of  that  amount.  The  library  occupies  a  room  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  State  House,  which  is  23  feet  by  43.  A  catalogue  (57  pages 
8vo.)  was  printed  in  1846.  The  library  is  open  during  each  day  when 
the  legislature  is  in  session.  The  members  and  clerks  of  the  Senate  and 
House  during  the  sessions  of  the  legislature,  and  at  all  times,  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  judges  of  the  superior  court,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
may  take  out  books,  to  be  returned  in  one  month.  Except  during  a  ses- 
sion, any  person  may  take  out  books  by  depositing  double  the  value  there- 
of, as  security  for  the  return  of  the  book  in  good  order.  Few  books, 
however,  are  lent  out  in  this  way — perhaps  fifty  a  5^ear.  It  is  impossible 
to  tell  how  many  consult  tiie  library  in  the  room.  During  the  session  of 
the  legislature  it  is  generally  resorted  to  by  the  members.  Thomas  P. 
Treadwell,  Secretary  of  State  and  ex-officio  librarian. 

The  Methodist  General.  Biblical  Institut(s — 1,000  vols. — This  library  was 
commenced  in  1846,  and  contains  at  present  1,000  volumes  and  17  maps. 
It  receives  about  250  volumes  annually  by  donation.  It  is  open  Tues- 
days and  Thursdays,  during  one  hour.  About  400  books  are  lent  out 
annually  to  the  students  and  instructors  of  the  Institute.  Professor 
Osrnon  C.  Baker,  librarian. 

The  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society — 1,500  vols .-^Thxs  society 
owes  its  origin  and  much  of  its  early  prosperity  to  the  suggestions  and 
active  exertions  of  Mr,  John  Farmer  and  Mr.  Jacob  B.  Moore.  It  was 
founded  March  13,  1823,  the  two  hundredth  year  after  the  first  settle- 
ment  of  the  State,  and  incorporated  the  13th  of  June  following.  Its 
objects  are  like  those  of  the  other  Historical  Societies  in  the  country. 
They  are  thus  stated  in  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  namely:  "To 
discover,  procure,  and  preserve  whatever  ma)'-  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of 
this  State  in  particular."  The  society  has  put)lished  five  volumes  of  val- 
uable collections.  The  library  of  the  society  contained,  in  1838,  ''about 
1,500  volumes,  a  considerable  collection  of  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  a 
small  collection  of  minerals,  some  valuable  manuscripts,  ancient  coins 
and  Indian  relics."  The  Hon,  William  Plumer,  its  first  president,  gave 
to  the  society  several  hundred  volumes  of  American  state  papers,  arranged 
with  a  copious  manuscript  index  by  himself.  The  Hon,  William  Bartlett 
gave  his  private  library,  a  part  of  the  library  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Peabody, 
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and  a  portfolio  of  autograph  MS.  letters,  amounting  to  about  200  in  all. 
Deposited  in  the  library  ''are  a  considerable  number  of  papers  and  docu- 
ments, formerly  belonging  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Belknap,  and  used  by  him  in 
the  compilation  of  the  second  and  third  volumes  of  the  History' of  New 
Hampshire."'  transmitted  to  the  society  by  John  Belknap,  esq.,  son  of  the 
reverend  historian. 

An  article  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  society's  collections,  written  by 
Hon.  William  Bartlett,  entitled  ^^ Remarks  and  Documents  relating  to  the 
preservation  and heping  of  the  public  Archives,'^  deserves  to  be  particu- 
larly mentioned,  and  commended  to  the  careful  perusal  of  librarians, 
seretaries  of  state,  and  all  others  to  whose  care  are  intrusted  the  original 
records  of  our  history.— [See  Hist.  N.  H.  Historical  Society,  in  American 
Quarterly  Register,  February,  1S38,  pp.  229-241.] 

DUBLIX. 

TJie  Union  Library,  founded  in  1793,  contains  438  volumes.  Pro- 
prietors  pay  .$1  50  per  share  and  an  annual  assessment  of  2.5  cents.  37^ 
cents  per  year  are  paid  by  those  who  borrow  books.  L.  W.  Leonard, 
librarian. 

Ladies'"  Library,  founded  1799,  contains  161  volumes.  Mrs.  Lucy 
Marshall,  librarian. 

Juvenile  Library,  founded  1822,  contains  1,817  volumes  on  the  cata- 
logue; some  are  loorn  out,  some  lost;  about  S16  per  year  expended  for 
books;  the  use  of  the  library  is  free  to  all  persons  in  town.  L.  W. 
Leonard,  librarian. 
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EXETER, 


Phillips  Academy  has  a  library  of  about  800  volumes,  which  has  been 
slowly  accumulating  since  1783,  when  the  academy  was  first  opened  for  the 
admission  of  pupils.  The  purchases  are  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  prin- 
cipal, mostly  for  the  benefit  of  the  instructors. 

Connected  with  the  academy  is  a  library  belonging  to  a  society  of  the 
present  members  of  the  institution,  containing  1,400  volumes.  It  is 
under  the  immediate  care  of  a  librarian  chosen  each  term.  It  contains 
valuable  books  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  students.  Gideon  L.  SouU, 
principal. 


GILM  ANTON. 


Theological  Seminary.— This  seminary  was  established  in  1S35  by  the 
Congregationahsts.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  stated  in  the 
American  Almanac  for  1850  to  be  4,300. 


GREAT    FALLS. 


Manufacturers'  and  Villacre  Library— 2,2m  vols.— A  catalogue  of  this 
hbrary,  containmg  numbers  1  to  1,628,  was  printed  January  1,  1847;  16 
pages  octavo,  with  supplements— June  24,  lb48,  1  page;  March  24,  1849, 
4  pages;  and  March,  1850,  4  pages.  Proprietors  pay  .*e2  initiation  fee  and 
$1  annual  assessment.    All  females  in  the  employ  of  the  Great  Falls  Man- 
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ufactnring  Company  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  hbrary  on  payment 
of  25  cents  annually. 

H-AXOVER. 

Dartmouth  College  Libraries — 20,600  vols. — From  A'^arious  sources, 
principally  from  the  ^'Bibliotheca  Sacra,"  April,  1850,  we  gather  the 
following  facts:  The  college  was  founded  in  1769.  From  that  time  it 
has  gradually  gathered  a  library  which  now  contains  about  6,4(J0  vol- 
umes, and  17  portraits  in  oil.  Among  these  last  are:  a  full  length  por- 
trait of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  a  copy  of  the  original  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  and  a  donation  of  the  present  FJarl;  a  portrait  of  Daniel  Webster, 
of  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jeremiah  Mason,  Francis  Hopkinson;  a  full  length 
portrait  of  Hleazar  Wheelock,  the  first  president  of  the  college;  of  John 
Phillips,  of  Exeter,  also  full  length;  of  Samuel  Appleton,  Charles  Marsh, 
&c.  The  library  contains  some  rare  and  valuable  works,  but  is  deficient 
in  new  books. 

The  libraries  of  the  two  societies  of  students — the  Social  Friends  and 
the  Unired  Fraternity — contain  each  6,500  volumes;  are  well  selected, 
and  include  many  very  valuable  works,  both  for  reference  and  miscel- 
laneous reading;  some  with  costly  illustrations. 

A  iew  years  ago  a  building  (costing  about  $10,000)  was  erected  for  the; 
accommodation  of  the  three  libraries. 

The  two  society  libraries  have  published  catalogues. 

The  library  of  the  medical  department  contains  about  1,200  volumes. 

The  Noi'thcrn  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences — 1,300  vols. — This 
society  was  formed  June  24,  1841,  and  is  composed  of  the  pmfesscrs  of 
Dartmouth  College  and  a  few  other  gentlemen  iu  the  vicinity.  It  has  800 
unbound  volumes  of  pamphlets,  etc.,  partially  arranged ;  also  700  unbound 
volumes  of  newspapers.  This  collection  also  contains  some  valuable 
private  papers,  among  which  are  a  meteorological  journal  kept  by  Mr. 
Johu  Farmer,  of  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  from  1813  to  1830;  Governor 
Bartlett's  correspondence  from  1774  to  1794;  also  a  MS.  journal  of  the 
weather,  kept  by  Eleazar  Russell,  esq.,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Efforts  were  early  made  to  procure  for  the  library  complete  sets  of  the  first 
newspapers  printed  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Spooner's  Journal,  pub- 
lished at  Hanover  by  Judah  C.  Spooner  and  Timothy  Greene  in  1771, 
and  from  February,  1781,  at  Westminster  and  Windsor,  Vermont,  is 
nearly  complete.  This  paper  is  extremely  valuable,  as  it  was  published 
at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was  the  first  periodical  issued 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  consequently  contains  much  of  its  early  his- 
tory. CorUj  lete  sets  of  the  Vermont  Chronicle,  the  Boston  Recorder,  and 
the  Dartmouth  Gazette,  are  also  contained  in  the  library. — [See  American 
Quarterly  Register,  November,  1842.] 

MERIDE>7  VILLAGE,   PLAINFIELD. 

Kimball  Union  Academy  Libraries — 2,000  rofe. — The  academy  library, 
founded  in  1814,  contains  1,000  volumes.  About  ,^100  per  annum  ure 
generally  appropriated  from  the  funds  of  the  institution  towards  purchasing 
books  for  the  library.  The  endowment  of  the  academy  is  rich;  (about 
^40,000  in  stocks,  and  .$20,000  in  buildings.)     The  library  is  open  Sat- 
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urdays  from  1  to  2  o'clock.  Tlie  use  is  free  to  all  connected  with  the 
academy.  A  catalogue  was  printed  some  15  years  ago;  another  will  be 
put  to  press  very  soon.  C.  S.  Richard's^  A.  M,,  principal,  and  ex  officio 
librarian. 

Tiie  Philadelphian  Society;  composed  of  students  of  the  academy,  pos- 
sesses a  library  of  1,000  volumes  of  choice  books.  It  was  founded  soon 
after  the  academy  libro.ry,  and  is  increased  annually,  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  members,  about  .50  to  70  volumes. 

NEW  IIAMPTOX, 

Theological  Scimnary  Libraries — 2,200  r^ols. — The  ''New  Hampton 
Academy"  was  incorporated  in  1821.  In  1826  its  name  was  changed  to 
the  "Academical  and  Theological  Institution  at  New  Hampton."  The 
theological  department  went  into  full  operation  in  1833.  It  is  under  the 
care  and  patronage  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  The  departmeiu  has  a 
library  of  600  well  selected  volumes. — [See  History  of  the  New  Hampton 
Theological  Institution,  by  W.  E.  Wording,  A.  M.,  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Register  for  May,  1842.] 

The  Literary  Adelphi  of  the  Academical  and  Theological  Institution  at 
New  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  was  founded  A.  D.  1827,  and  incor- 
porated by  the  legislature  of  the  State  in  1829.  ''There  are  about  800 
volumes  in  the  library,  most  of  which  are  valuable  standard  works.  Ef- 
forts are  being  made  to  enlarge  the  library,  and  several  friends  have  made 
valuable  donations.  Tlie  reading  room  is  spacious  and  convenient,  and 
by  the  liberality  of  patrons  is  furnished  with  about  20  regular  newspapers 
from  different  parts  of  the  country.  Besides  this,  the  society  receives 
several  of  the  most  popular  and  valuable  literary  periodicals  of  the  present 
day." — [See  no^  to  tiie  "Catalogue  of  Members  of  the  L.  A.;"  12mo. 
Concord,  1844.] 

In  the  year  1830  a  new  society,  called  the  Social  Fraternity,  was 
formed.  It  has  a  library  and  reading-room  similar  to  those  of  the  Lite- 
rary Adelphi.— [See  Wording's  History.] 

NEW  IPSWICH. 

The  academy  at  New  Ipswich  was  incorporated  in  1789.  It  has  a 
small  library,  presented  by  Samuel  Appleton,  of  Boston.  The  Uemos- 
thenean  Society,  among  the  students,  has  also  a  small  library.  A  valu- 
able town  library  was  destroyed  by  fire  some  years  since.  The  present 
one  is  small  but  well  selected.— [.New  Hampshire  Historical  Collections, 
vol.  5,  p.  161  ] 

NORTIIFIELD. 

Library  of  the  New  Hampshire  Conference  i^eminary — \,{)^Q  volumes. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

AthencBum  Library — 7,284  vols. — Incorporated  in  1817.  The  library 
contains  7,284  volumes,  150  engravings,  and  216  coins.  The  yearly  ave- 
rage increase  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  200  volumes.     The  annual 
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expenditure,  $200.  The  building  now  occupied  by  the  Athenasuin 
was  purchased  for  $7,500;  it  is  of  brick,  with  slated  roof,  three  stories 
high;  the  first  story  is  used  as  a  reading  and  newspaper  room;  the  second 
is  the  hbrary,  and  the  third  a  museum  and  cabinet.  The  books  are  ar- 
ranged on  the  shelves  according  to  subjects.  A  shelf-catalogue  is  pre- 
pared, containing  the  titles  of  the  books  as  they  stand  upon  the  shelves; 
by  this  the  library  is  annually  examined.  A  "  Catalogue  of  books  in  the 
Portsmouth  Athenaeum,  to  which  are  added  the  by-laws  of  the  institu- 
tion and  a  list  of  its  proprietors,"  lOS  pages  8vo.,  was  printed  at  Ports- 
mouth  in  May,  1833;  at  that  time  the  library  contained  between  4,000  and 
5,000  volumes.  A  "Catalogue  of  books  added  to  the  library  of  Portsmouth 
Athenaeum,  from  May,  1833,  to  January,  1839,"  was  published  at  Ports- 
mouth in  1839,  31  pages  8vo.;  at  this  time  the  library  contained  5,300 
volumes.  This  catalogue  is  alphabetical;  the  titles  are  recorded  under 
the  names  of  authors,  with  cross-references  from  subjects  to  authors — 
the  subjects  and  authors  being  arranged  in  one  alphabet.  This  is  a  very 
convenient  way  in  a  small  library.  Another  "Catalogue  of  books  in  the 
Portsmouth  Athenasum,  to  which  are  added  the  by-laws  of  the  institution 
and  a  list  of  its  proprietors,"  192  pages  8 vo.,  was  printed  January  I,  1849, 
at  Portsmouth.  This  catalogue  is  upon  the  same  plan  as  the  preceding. 
From  a  note  (page  12)  we  take  the  following  facts  respecting  the  history  of 
the  institution:  "In  1829,  John  Fisher,  esq.,  of  London,  gave  his  library 
in  this  town,  amounting  to  nearly  300  valuable  volumes,  to  the  Athenaeum. 
In  February,  1 830,  James  Edward  Sheafe  bequeathed  ;$1,000  to  the  Athe- 
naeum, which  sum  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library. 
In  October,  1843,  Horace  Appleton  Haven  bequeathed  $2,000  to  the 
Athenaeum — one  moiety  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  other  for  the 
preservation  of  the  library.  These  sums  have  been  invested  accordingly." 
The  library  is  open  every  day  from  sunrise  to  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Persons  allowed  the  use  of  the  library  are:  proprietors  ofshares;  and  subscri- 
bers, who,  on  the  payment  of  six  dollars  a  year,  may  read  in  the  library  room. 
Proprietors  can  take  out  books,  two  at  a  time,  which  they  may  change  as 
often  as  they  please.     George  JafFrey,  librarian. 

St.  John^s  Church  Library — 500  vols. 

Unitarian  Church  Library — 678  vols. 

SANBORNTON  BRIDGE. 

Public  Library — 300  vols. 

* 

WAKEFIELD. 

Wakefield  and  Brookfield  Union  Library— 500  vols. —This  Xihr^xy  com- 
pany was  incorporated  in  1797.  It  commenced  with  thirty  members;  in 
1827  there  were  forty-four  members;  in  1849  there  are  only  twenty  eight 
members.  The  library  contains  500  volumes,  mostly  histories  and  biogra- 
phies.    William  Sawyer,  jr.,  librarian. 

SCHOOL   LIBRARIES — 2,500  VOLUMES. 

In  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  there  are  perhaps  twenty-five  libraries, 
averaging  100  volumes  each,  connected  with  the  district  schools.  ^ 

There  are  doubtless  many  small  social  libraries  in  this  State,  from 
which  no  returns  have  been  received. 
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VERMONT. 

BURLINGTON. 

Unhrr^ifj/  of  Vermont — 12,250  vols. — This  institution  was  incor- 
porated in  1791.  'I'he  library  was  commenced  when  the  college  went 
into  operation,  in  the  year  1800.  It  contains  at  present  (1849)  about 
7,000  vohmies,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated,  without  including  5  vol- 
umes of  atlases  and  63  unbound  maps.  The  averag'^  annual  increase 
for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  about  100  by  donation,  and  about  the 
same  number  by  purchase.  About  fifty  dollars  a  year  were  appropriated, 
previous  to  1846,  for  buying  books  ;  since  then,  seventy-five  dollars. 
'J'here  is  a  permanent  fund  of  ,$1,250  fir  the  inf  rease  of  the  library, 
yielding  6  per  cent,  interest.  There  is  a  classified  "Catalogue  of  the  books 
belonging  to  the  library  of  the  University  of  Vermont,"  8vo.,  93  pp. ;  printed 
in  1836,  with  supplement  (alphabetical)  1842,  Svo.,  24  pp.  The  library  is 
opened  twice  each  week,  for  one  hour.  The  Faculty  of  the  University 
use  the  library  without  charge.  Students  pay  §1  50  per  year  for  the 
privilege.  Others  are  allovv^ed  the  use  of  it  by  special  permission  of  the 
president.  Books  are  lent  out,  to  be  returned  or  renewed  as  often  as  once 
in  two  weeks.     Professor  ©alvin  Pease,  librarian. 

This  is  one  of  the  {q,\v  libraries  in  the  United  States  selected  with  com- 
petent bibliographical  knowledge  and  with  good  judgment,  and  purchased 
with  economy.  The  college  had  the  wisdom  to  send  a  learned,  zealous, 
and  active  agent  to  Europe  to  buy  the  books,  instead  of  trusting  their 
funds  to  the  cupidity  of  bibliopoles.  The  selection  was  made  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  officers  of  the  college,  and,  consequently,  of  the  students. 
Somewhat  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  books  are  in  the  English  language. 
The  collections  of  Greek  and  Latin  authors  are  nearly  complete,  and  of 
the  best  editions. 

A  large  part  of  the  library  of  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Turkey,  amounting  to  between  3,000  and  4,000  volumes, 
is  deposited  in  this  library.  Nearly  all  these  works  are  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, principally  in  the  Spanish  and  Scandinavian.  There  are,  how- 
ever, some  very  rare  books  in  the  English  language.  [See  Bibliotheca 
Sacra.] 

The  libraries  of  the  three  societies  of  students  contain,  respectively, 
2,000,  2,000,  1,250  volumes. 

MIDDLES  URY. 

Middlehury  College  Libraries— 8,4]  7  vols.— This  institution  was  found- 
ed in  1800.  The  college  library  contains  about  5,000  volumes,  and  oc- 
cupies a  room  in  a  building  with  the  cabinet  of  natural  history,  lecture- 
rooms,  &c.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1833,  containing  16  pp.  Svo  , 
double  columns.  The  library  is  opened  once  a  week,  and  kept  open  for 
an  hour.  The  students  pay  four  dollars  a  year  for  the  use  of  books. 
Resident  graduates,  clergymen  in  the  neighborhood,  and  others,  byper- 
mission  of  the  librarian  and  Faculty  of  the  college,  are  allowed  to  take  out 
books  without  charge.  The  students  have  three  libraries,  namely  : 
The  library  of  the  Philomathesian  Society  (miscellaneous)  2,200  volumes. 

"         "        Philadelphian  Society  (religious)  -     432       '< 

The  Beneficent  Library  (mostly  text  books)  -  -     785       " 

Professor  R.  D.  C.  Robbins,  librarian. 
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MONTPELIER. 

Sf-ate  Library — 3,500  voh\ — This  library  contains  about  3,500  volumes; 
maps  of  the  several  States,  a  few  engravings,  and  thirty  medals.  It  oc- 
cupies a  room  in  the  State  House,  36  feet  by  20,  with  alcoves,  and  gallery 
eight  feet  from  floor,  with  seven  and  a  half  feet  above  it.  Open  every  da\ 
during  the  session  of  th§  legislature  and  council  of  censors.  The  book, 
arc  not  lent  out,  except  to  members  of  the  legislature  and  council,  oi; 
iheir  becoming  responsible  for  their  safe  return.  Cornelius  N.  Carpenter- 
Montpelier,  librarian. 

His'orical  afid  Antiquarian  Society  of  Vermont. — This  society  was  in- 
corporated November  22,  1838.     Its  library  and  collections  are  as  yet  ver; 
small.     The  president,  Henry  Stevens,  esq.,  of  Barnet,  possesses  a  ver} 
valuable  collection  of  books,  newspapers,  manuscripts,  &c.,  illustrative  o 
the  history  of  the  State,  amounting  to  about  1,500  volumes. 

NORWICH. 

Nonoich  University  Library — 1,032  vols. — This  institution  v\^as  foundei 
in  1834.  The  hbrary,  commenced  in  1S43,  contains  1,032  volume 
and  a  few  maps  and  charts.  The  average  annual  increase  is  20' 
volumes;  average  annual  expenditure,  twenty-five  dollars.  The  room  i- 
adorned  by  a  full-length  portrait  of  the  distinguished  and  lamentc. 
Colonel  T.'B.  Ransom,  former  president  of  the  college.  The  library  ha 
no  permanent  fund.  It  is  opened  at  three  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoons 
and  at  such  other  times  as  visitors  may  desire.  The  faculty,  students . 
members  of  the  corporation,  and  donors,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  th 
books.     Ira  Davis,  librarian. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

AMHERST. 

Amherst    College    Libraries — 13,700   vols. — The  college   library   w? 
tounded  at  the  opening  of  the  college,  in  lS2l,'and  contains  5,700  vol 
umes.     The  average  annual  increase  is  about  120  volumes.     Three  o. 
four  years  since,  David  Sears,  esq.,  of  Boston,  gave  to  the  college,  ex- 
pressly for  the  library,  an  estate,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  which  yields  !^12( 
per  aniuim.     He  has  since  given  another,  yielding  a  larger  income;  anc 
has  thus  established  a  perpetual  fund,  called  the  '^  Sears  Foundation,"' 
which  is  to  accumulate  slowly,  and  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  librar\ 
The  annual  amount  appropriated  for  the   purchase  of  books  is  at  preset., 
uncertain;  probably  not  over  $300.     The  library  occupies  a  rooin  in  tht 
same  building  v/ith  the  chapel  and  other  ]mbhc  apartments;  it  is^aboiU 
40  feet  by  20.     A  catalogue  (38  pages  12mo.)  was  printed  in  1827;  but 
the  most  valuable  part  of  the  library  has  been  purchased  since.     The  li- 
brary is  opened  once  a  week  for  taking  and  returning  books.     The  officer.^ 
take  out  books  ad  lUntum;  the  students  pay  four  and  five  cents  for  eacl. 
work;  some  200  or  300  are  usually  out  at  a  time,  in  possession  of  thr 
teachers;  the  students  take  but  few  on  account  of  the  large  miscellaneoi 
libraries  of  the  societies.     Professor  E.  S.  Snell,  librarian. 
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The  libraries  of  the  two  literacy  societies  of  students  contain,  togelhe 
8,000  volumes.     The  Society  of  Inquiry  has  a  small  museum. 

An  eifort  is  now  making,  which  it  is  hoped  Avill  be  fully  successfi: 
to  enlarge  the  college  library.      The  library  is,  at  present,   <'  deficient 
even  the  standard  works  of  science.     Ten  thousand  dollars  ouglit  to  1 
given  ro  the  college  for  its  library,  and  an  equal  sum  for  a  library  buil 
ing." — [Independent.] 

'■'■  The  trustees  propose  to  raise,  without  delay,  $;30,000  for  the  increa: 
of  the  library  and  the  erection  of  a  suitable  library  building." — [Bostc 
Traveller  correspondent,  August  10,  1850.J 

AXDOVER. 

The  Theological  Seminary  Libraries — 20,249.  vols. — This  seminary 
under  the  direction  of  the  trusteesof  Phillips  Academy,  which  was  foum 
ed  April  21,  1778,  and  belongs  to  the  Orthodox  Congregationalists.  Tl 
library  was  commenced  in  180S,  and  contains  at  present  16,300  volume 
During  the  last  ten  years  there  have  been  added  to  the  library  upwan 
of  4,000  volumes,  including  a  bequest  from  the  Rev.  John  Cod  ma; 
D.  D.,  of  Dorchester,  of  ]  ,250  volumes.  During  the  same  period  the  e: 
penditure  for  books  has  been  about  $700  per  annum.  There  is  a  perm 
nent  fund  of  about  312,000,  the  income  of  which  is  appropriated  to  tl 
purchase  of  books.  The  library  is  in  a  handsome  room  in  the  secor 
story  of  a  brick  building,  erected  in  ISIS,  at  an  expense  of  about  .§19,00' 
lor  chapel,  recitation  rooms,  and  library.  The  library  room  is  60  fe 
by  40,  and  about  IS  feet  high,  fitted  up  with  alcoves,  and  adorned  wii 
the  portraits  of  the  principal  benefactors  of  the  institution.  The  bool 
are  arranged  but  partially  according  to  subjects.  In  1819  a  catalogue 
160  pages  8vo.,  by  Protessor  J.  \V.  Gibbs,  now  of  \ew  Haven,  wj 
printed.  In  1838  an  elaborate  catalogue,  containing  531  pages  Svo.,  wi 
published'.  A  supplementary  catalogue  of  67  pages  Svo.  was  printed  i 
1849.  The  library  is  opened  three  times  a  week,  from  1  to  3  o'clock  p.  n 
The  persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books  are,  besides  the  cffficers  of  tl 
seminary,  students  and  resident  licentiates  on  the  payment  of  $3  p 
annum,  and  others  by  permission  of  the  faculty.  Each  student  is  allow€ 
eight  books  at  a  time.  Probably  4,000  volumes  are  lent  out  in  the  coun 
of  the  year.  Books  may  be  carried  out  of  town  by  permission  firom  tl 
faculty.     Edward  Robie,  librarian. 

Besides  the  public  library,  the  following  collections  are  connected  wit 
the  seminan': 

Library  of  the  Porter  Rhetorical  Society    -  -  -         2^600  vol. 

(A  catalogue  of  this  library  was  printed  in  1839,  in  octavo 

form.) 
Library  of  the  Society  of  Inquiiy  -  -  -  -         1,349    <' 

The  library  of  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary  is  one  of  the  mo; 
valuable  in  the  country.  The  books  mostly  belong  to  the  departments 
theology  and  philology.  It  is  a  selected  library,  and  not  a  chance  acci 
mulation  of  volumes  rejected  from  the  shelves  of  a  multitude  of  donor 
Profound  theological  learning,  thorough  bibliogra])liical  knowledge  an 
skill,  have  for  the  most  part  presided  over  the  formation  and  arrangemen 
p    the  hbrary.     The  catalogue^  by  Rev,  Oliver  A.  Taylor,  A.  M.,  now 


19  [  120  ] 

clergyman  in  Mancbeaier,  Massachusetts,  has,  we  believe,  no  superior 
among  printed  catalogues  of  libraries.  It  is  on  the  plan  of  Audifreddi. 
The  books  are  placed  under  the  authors'  names.  The  names  are  in  al- 
phabetical order.  To  the  name  of  each  author  is  appended  a  biographical 
note.  Annotations  upon  the  books  are  also  interspersed  through  the 
work.  The  Catalogue  is  destitute  of  an  index.  To  supply  one,  charac- 
terized by  the  same  minute  accuracy  as  the  catalogue,  would  be  a  dilii- 
cult  and  expensive  undertaking.  We  cannot  help  adding,  however,  that, 
if  accomplished,  it  would  be  a  most  important  aid  to  theological  study, 
and  amply  repay  the  cost  of  the  work.  The  want  of  such  an  index  is  in 
a  great  measure  supplied  to  the  students  of  the  seminary  by  the  references 
given  by  the  professors  in  their  lectures. 

"  The  library  has  ordered  a  collection  of  between  2,000  and  3,000  small 
books  and  pamphlets,  relating  to  or  written  by  the  Puritans  and  pubUshed 
in  England  in  the  time  of  Charles  I,  the  Commonwealth,  and  Cyharles  II. 
The  department  in  the  library  which  is  most  fully  supplied  is  that  relating 
to  the  Christian  Fathers,  and  Church  History  generally.  It  has  also  a 
good  collection  of  works  relating  to  biblical  commentary,  criticism,  and 
antiquities.  It  possesses  also  many  of  the  best  early  editions  of  the  Greek 
and  Roman  classics  and  works  ilkistrative  of  them.  It  is  quite  deficient 
in  works  on  the  English  language  and  standard  English  literature;  in 
the  productions  oithe  EngUsh  and  American  Puritans;  in  general  works 
of  science  which  would  be  suitable  to  a  theological  library;  in  the  best 
later  editions  of  the  classics,  etc." — [Bibliotheca  Sacra.] 
Phillips  Academy  Library  ....         1,000  vols. 

English  High  School  Library        ...  -  800    " 

t 

BOSTON. 

The  Boston  AthencBum  Lihj^ary— 50,000  vols, — The  Athenaeum  owes 
its  origin  to  a  society  of  gentlemen  who  conducted  a  literary  publication, 
called  the  ''Monthly  Anthology."  In  the  year  180(3,  they  issued  propo- 
sals for  establishing  a  reading-room  to  contain  the  most  valuable  foreign 
and  American  journals,  with  works  of  reference  suitable  to  such  a  place  of 
resort,  open  to  subscribers  at  i^lO  per  annum.  The  enterprise  proved 
unexpectedly  successful.  Many  valuable  books  were  presented,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  commenced  the  undertaking,  m  order  more  effectually  to 
secure  and  extend  the  benefits  of  their  labor  and  expense,  transferred  their 
right  in  the  Anthology  Reading  Room  and  labrary  to  trustees,  with  pow- 
er to  supply  vacancies  in  their  number.  At  the  winter  session  of  the  legis- 
lature in  1807,  the  proprietors  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
"Boston  Athenasum."* 

The  price  of  a  share  was  fixed  at  $300.  Annual  subscribers  were  ad- 
mitted at  $10  per  annum.  From  these  sources,  occasional  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions and  frequent  donations,  the  institution  has  risen  to  its  present 
important  position. 

The  principal  endowments  of  the  Athenceum  before  the  year  1847  are 
thus  enumerated  in  an  inscription  under  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
building: 

*  Snow's  History  of  Boston. 
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"The  sum  of  $42,000  was  raised  for  the  geireral  purposes  of  the  Athe- 
iiaBum,  by  vohintary  subscription  for  shares  created  in  1807, 

''Jaines  Perkins,  in  1821,  i^ave  his  own  costly  mansion  in  Pearl  street; 
wliich  from  tiiat  time  lias  been  t!ie  seat  of  the  institution. 

"In  the  same  year,  the  sum  of  $22,000  was  raised  by»vohintary  sub- 
scriptions for  shares. 

"Thomas  Handasyd  Perkins  (besides  his  earher  and  later  viduable  do- 
nations,) and  James  Perkins  the  younger,  seconded,  in  182(3,  the  JiberaU- 
ty  of  the  brother  and  the  father,  each  giving  $8,000; 'and  the  sum  of  their 
contributions  was  increased  to  $45,000  by  other  subscriptions,  obtained 
chieliy  through  the  etforts  and  influence  of  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  Francis 
Calley  Gray,  George  Ticknor,  and  Thomas  Wren  \Vard. 

"Augusuis  Thorndike,  in  1S23,  gave  a  choice  collection  of  casts  of  the 
most  celebrated  ancient  statues. 

"George  Watson  Brimmer,  in  1833,  gave  a  magnificent  collection  of 
books  on  the  fine  arts. 

"John  Bromfield,  in  184G,  gave  $25,000  as  a  fund  to  be  regularly  in- 
creased by  one  quarter  of  the  income,  of  which  the  other  three-quarters 
are  to  be  annually  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  forever. 

"The  sum  of  $75,000,  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  was  raised  by 
voluntary  subscription  for  shares  created  in  1844."* 

Liberality  like  this  is  seldom  v/itnessed,  and  deser-Ces  the  most  honora- 
ble mention. 

The  institution  first  occupied  rooms  in  Congress  street,  whence  it  was 
removed  to  Scollay's  buildings,  in  Court  street,  and  in  1810  to  the  building 
on  Common  (now  Tremont)  street,  north  of  King's  Chapel  burial  ground. 
In  the  year  1822  it  was  removed  to  the  house  in  Pearl  street  presented, 
as  already  stated,  by  James  Perkins.  In  1823  the  King's  Chapel  Libra- 
ry and  the  Theological  Library,  containing  together  1,300  volumes  of 
theological  works,  were  deposited  in  the  Athena3um,  where  they  still  re- 
main. In  1826  a  nnion  was  elfected  with  the  Boston  Medical  Library, 
and  its  books,  valued  at  $4,500,  were  added  to  those  of  the  xithenacum. 
In  the  same  year,  also,  an  association  which  had  been  formed  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  scientific  library  became  merged  in  the  AthenEeum,  and  its 
funds,  exceeding. $3,000,  were  transferred  to  the  Atheiisum  to  be  expend- 
ed in  the  purchase  of  scientific  books. — [See  sketch  of  the  Boston  Athe- 
nseum,  by  Edward  Wigglesworth,  M.  A.,  in  the  "American  Quarterly 
Register"  for  November,  1839.] 

In  July,  1849,  the  library  was  removed  to  its  new  home  in  Berxon 
street,  just  above  the  Tremont  House.  The  location  is  central,  yet  free 
from  the  dust  and  noise  of  crowded  thoroughfares.  The  edifice  is  elegant 
spacious,  and  convenient.  The  front  is  100  feet  long  and  60  feet  high ,  in  the 
Palladian  style  of  architecture,  and  built  of  freestone.  The  other  walls  are 
of  brick.  In  the  basement  story  are  rooms  for  the  packing  of  books,  for  a 
bindery,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  janitor,  (fcc.  The  m.ain  entrance 
opens  into  a  pillared  and  panelled  rotundo,from  which  the  staircases  con- 
duct above.  On  the  first  floor  are  two  large  reading-rooms,  a  room  for 
the  trustees,  and  a  sculpture  gallery,  80  feet  by  40.  The  library  occu- 
pies the  second  story,  which  is  divided  into  three  rooms,  two  in  front  and 

''Thifl  sum  having  been  found  insufficient  for  the  coiapletion  of  the  building,  an  additional  sub- 
scription for  two  hundred  shares  has  been  opened,  and  is  now  (April,  1850)  nearly  filled  up. 
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one  large  hall  (109  feet  by  40)  in  the  rear.  The  western  division  of  this 
room  is^filled  with  Encyclopedias,  Transactions  of  learned  societies,  Maga- 
zines, and  other  works  in  long  series  of  volumes.  The  other  and  largei 
portion  is  divided  into  26  alcoves,  and  contains  about  40,000  volumes. 
This  hall  is  beautifully  finished  in  the  Italian  style.  The  shelving  is 
carried  to  the  height  of  IS  or  20  feet,  and  the  upper  shelves  arc  marie  ac- 
cessible by  means  of  a  light  iron  gallery,  reached  by  five  spiral  staircases. 
The  tv^'o  front  rooms  will  accommodate  some  25,000  volumes.  The  pic- 
ture gallery  occupies  the  upper  story.  It  is  divided  into  six  apartments, 
each  lighted  by  a  skylight.  It  is  admirably  adapted  to  its  purposes.  The 
roof  atfords  a  magnificent  view  of  the  city  and  the  surrounding  country. 
The  whole  building  is  constructed  in  the  most  substantial  and  workman- 
like manner.* 

Besides  50,000  bound  volumes,  including  1,. 500  or  1,600  volumes  oi 
pamphlets,  the  library  possesses  20,000  or  more  unbound  pamphlets,  be- 
tween 400  and  500  volumes  of  engravings,  and  the  most  valuable  collec- 
tion of  coins  in  that  part  of  the  country.  For  an  American  library  it  is 
rich  in  certain  departments,  e.g.  in  the  reports  and  transactions  of  learned 
societies,  in  periodical  publications  in  the  English  language,  works  in  the 
natural  sciences,  &c.  It  has  complete  sets  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  the  French  Institute,  the  ro^^al  societies  of 
Berlin,  Copenhagen,  Gdttingen,  Lisbon,  Madrid,  Stockholm,  St.  Peters- 
burg, Turin,  etc.  It  has  also  the  Encyclopedic  Raisonne,  35  volumes 
folio;' the  Encyclopedie  Methodique,  258  volumes  4to.,  including  37  ol 
plates;  Buffon's  Natural  History  by  Sonnini,  127  volumes  Svo.,  ctcf 

The  institution  has  lately  received  a  valuable  collection  of  books  and 
papers,  once  forming  a  part  of  the  library  of  General  Washington.  I 
contains  in  all  about  450  bound  volumes,  and  from  800  to  1,000  pam- 
phlets unbound,  nearly  all  of  which  belonged  to  the  library  of  Washing- 
ton. About  350  contain  his  autograph,  and  a  few  of  them  notes  in  hif 
hand  writiiVg.  One  little  book  has  the  autograph  of  Washington  in  a  rude- 
school-boy  hand,  at  about  the  age  of  nine  years.  There  are  several  auto- 
graphs of  Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  the  General;  of  Mary,  the 
mother,  and  of  Martha,  the  wife.  One  book  contams  on  the  title  page 
the  autograph  of  John  Cu.^tis,  (first  husband  of  Martha,)  and  on  the  next 
leaf  that  of  George  Washington.  One  volume  has  the  autograph  of 
Thomas  Jenifer,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  There 
are  several  presentation  copies  from  eminent  authors — Sir  John  Sinclair. 
Arthur  Young,  Ebehng,  Alfieri,  Jefferson,  Dr.  Morse,  and  others.  Ten 
volumes  contain  the  name  of  Richard  Henry  Lee  in  his  own  handwriting. 
These  books  came  into  the  possession  of  the  AtheiuBum  in  the  following 
manner.  General  Washington  bequeathed  his  books  and  papers  to  his 
nephew,  Bushrod  Washington.  On  the  death  of  Bushrod  Washing- 
ton the  library  was  divided:  one  portion  was  left  at  Mount  ^Vernon, 
where  it  still  remains;  another  fell  to  Colonel  Washington.  The  latter 
portion  included  the  public  papers,  afterwards  purchased  by  Congress, 
and  a  considerable  nuuiber  of  the  books,  pamphlets,  and  private  papers. 
The  books  had  been  offered  for  sale.  "  (Congress  had  declined  the  pur- 
chase.    Mr.  Henry  Stevens  at  last  bought  the  collection,  and  offered  it 


*  Literary  World,  August  1 1,  1849.     \  Bibliothcca  Sacra,  Junuary,  1850. 
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for  sale  to  the  AtheniTiim.  A  few  gentlemen  of  Boston  and  vicinity  sub- 
scribed the  requned  amount,  and  presented  these  precious  memorials  of 
the  world's  best  hero  to  this  institution.  An  elegant  descriptive  catalogue, 
prepared  by  an  accurate  and  accomplished  scholar,  will  soon  be  published. 

The  Athena-iuni  possesses  many  valuable  paintings  and  statues. 
Among  the  latter  is  the  Orpheus  of  Crawford,  in  marble.      • 

Several  catalogues  of  the  books  have  been  printed;  one,  without  date, 
in  260  pages  8vo.,  in  which  the  books  are  arranged  in  16  classes.  Another; 
and  the  last,  was  printed  in  1S27,  and  contains  356  pages  8vo.  It  is 
alphabetical.  A  supplement  (60  pages)  was  printed  in  1829;  a  second 
(80  pages)  in  1834.  These  two  supplements,  with  the  other  additions  to 
the  library  up  to  1840,  were  in  that  year  printed  together  in  a  volume 
containing  179  pages  8vo.  A  complete  and  elaborate  catalogue  is  now  in 
preparation.  Tiie  printed  catalogues  have  not  heretofore  contained  the 
titles  ef  the  numerous  pamphlets  belonging  to  the  library.  A  neat  and 
accurate  catalogue  of  these  pamphlets,  prepared  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  and 
complete  to  within  two  or  three  years,  exists  in  manuscript. 

The  present  librarian  is  Cliarles  Folsom,  esq.  It  is  highly  creditable 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  trustees  that  they  have  chosen  for  this  imptortant 
post  so  ripe  a  scholar,  and  so  accomplished  a  gentleman.  The  induence 
of  such  an  oliicer  is  incalculable;  not  only  in  forming  far-seeing  plans  for 
the  increase  and  arrangement  of  the  collection,  but  in  aiding  the  researches 
of  learned  men,  in  guiding  the  studies  of  youth,  and  in  leading  the  in- 
tellectual pursuits  of  an  educated  community. 

The  library  is  hardly  surpassed,  either  in  size  or  in  value,  by  any  other 
in  the  country;  audits  regulations  are  framed  with  the  design  that  it  shall 
answer  the  highest  purposes  of  a  pubhc  library.  Practically  it  is  such; 
f)r  eacii  proprietor,  besides  the  right  for  himself  and  his  family  to  use  the 
library,  may  grant  to  two  other  persons  constant  access  to  it,  free  of  all 
assessments;  and  tickets  for  a  month  to  any  number  of  strangers.  Any 
person,  indeed,  stranger  or  resident,  may  be  introduced  for  a  special  pur- 
pose by  a  note  from  a  proprietor.  Thus,  the  by-laws  open  the  doors  of 
the  institution  to  a  large  number  of  persons;  so  that  the  proprietor  who 
bestows  on  others  the  free  use  of  all  the  rights  he  can  impart,  renders 
himself  thereby  a  public  benefactor. 

The  foUowirjg  are  the  principal,  regulations  of  the  institution: 

The  })roprietors  meet  annually  on  the  first  Monday  of  January.  The 
officers  arc  chosen  armually.  They  are  a  president,  vice  president,  treas- 
urer, secretary,  and  nine  trustebs.  The  trustees  appoint  a  librarian,  and 
sub-librarian. 

The  price  of  a  share  is  8300;  that  of  a  life  subscription  $100.  Annual 
subscribers  pay  $10  for  the  use  of  the  library  and  reading  room,  but  are 
not  allowed  to  take  out  books. 

Kvery  proprietor  has,  besides  his  own  right,  two  rights  of  admission 
transferat)le  to  such  persons  as  he  may  select.  Proprietors  and  life  share- 
holders, on  paying  i<5  annually,  may  take  books  home — not  to  exceed 
four  volumes  at  once.  Every  propvictor  and  life  subscriber  may  introduce 
strangers  not  residing  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston,  and  such  strangers 
are  entitled  to  visit  the  Athenaeum  for  one  month  from  the  time  of  their 
introduction. 

Certain  persons  by  virtue  of  their  offices  are  entitled  to  free  admission 
to  the  Atlieuasum.     These  are  the  governor  and  council,  the  lieutenant 
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overnor  and  members  of  tlie  legislature  of  Massachusetts  for  tlie  time 
eing,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  the  courts  of  the  IJniied 
■tatcs,  the  officers  and  resident  graduates  of  Harvard  College,  of  William.s 
Jollege,  of  Amherst  College,  and  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  An- 
over,  the  several  presidents  of  the  American  Academy,  Historical  Society, 
ledical  Society,  Agricultural  Society,  Salem  Athenaeum,  and  the  E^st 
ndia  Marine  Society  of  Salem-,  also  clergymen  settled  in  Boston.  These 
ist  are  likewise  allowed  to  take  out  books  on  the  same  temis  as  pro- 

rietors.  .        ^  ,  ■. 

The  Boston  Libranj— 12,150  vols.— The  first  meetmg  of  the  members 
f  the  Boston  Library  Society  was  held  the  1st  of  November,  1792,  and 
he  society  was  incorporated  in  1T94.  At  the  annual  meeting  in^  May, 
849,  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  was  12,150.  About  250  vol- 
imes,  on  an  average,  have  been  added  to  the  library  annually,  during 
he  last  ten  years.  The  average  annual  expenditure  for  books,  durmg 
he  same  period,  has  been,  including  binding  and  repairs,  ^378  69.  _  The 
ibrary  is  supported  by  an  annual  assessment  levied  on  the  proprietors, 
md  by  fines  incurred.  The  income  from  these  sources  is  about  $5850  per 
in  num.  . 

The  apartments  occupied  by  the  Boston  Library  were  a  donation  to  the 
nfant  society  in  the  winter  of  1793-'94  by  Messrs.  Bulfinch  (the  architect 
)f  the  capitcl  at  Washington,)  Vaughan  &  Scollay,  "being  the  hall  over 
.he  arch  of  the  Tontine  Buildings,  in  Franklin  Place."  The  cost  to  the 
society  of  completing  the  rooms  was  .$857  57.  The  society  has  since 
purchased,  for  $1,500  dollars,  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  a 
room  of  the  same  area,  being  the  upper  story  of  thu  building.  Each 
apartment  is  37  feet  in  length  by  27  in  fiont,  and  33  U-et  in  the  rear; 
from  which  should  be  deducted  staircase  and  closets.  Catalogues  and 
supplements  were  printed  at  various  dates,  (1795,  1797,  1807,  1815,  «x;c.) 

A  new  and  accurate  catalogue  of  335  pages,  8vo.,  was  printed  in  18-t4, 
and  a  supplemental  catalogue  of  48  pages  was  completed  in  September, 
1849,  to  wliich  is  appended  a  list  of  works  relating  to  America,  of  20 
pa^es.  The  library  is  opened  at  3  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  each 
Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  for  three  hours,  or  till  dark,  and  on 
the  morning  of  Saturday  from  10  o'clock  till  1  o'clock. 

No  one  can  take  books  from  the  library,  except  the  proprietors,  without 
the  special  permission  of  the  trustees.  'I'he  price  of  a  share  is  ^2o,  sub- 
ject to  an  assessment  of  $3  annually.  Each  proprietor  can  take  out  three 
volumes  at  one  time.  The  librarian  estimates  the  number  of  volumes  an- 
nually charged  to  proprietors  at  15,000.  The  number  of  persons  that 
consult  the  library,  without  takina:  away  books,  is  small;  but  the  trustees 
cheerfully  give  every  reasonable  facility  to  all  persons  having  occasion  to 
consult  the  library.  Occasional  applications  for  books  have  been  made  from 
the  neighboring  towns,  which  have  always  been  granted.  George  b. 
Bulfinch,  librarian.  .  - 

The  principal  object  of  the  society  has  been  to  form  a  collection  ol 
books  for  popular  use,  admitting  none  of  an  injurious  moral  tendency,  and 
prefeninir' those  of  solid  and  standard  value.  History  and  biography, 
(particularly  American,)  travels,  the  English  and  French  classics,  and 
fiction,  are  the  departments  best  supplied.  Most  of  the  books  have  been 
selected  and  purchased.  The  donations  have  been  comparatively  few. 
For  some  years  after  the  library  was  founded,  the  shares  were  not  trans* 
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ferable,  and  subscribers  had  only  the  use  of  the  library  fo'r  their  lives ;  con 
sequently,  by  the  death  of  original  proprietors,  many  shares  have  fallen 
into  the  connnon  stock;  which  has  given  to  the  shares  of  present  proprie- 
tors a  value  far  beyond  their  cost.    Shares  are  now,  however;  transferable, 
and  do  not  cease  at  the  death  of  the  proprietor. 

The  Library  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences — 8,000 
■ols. — This  society  was  incorporated  May  4,  1780.  Among  the  scientific 
associations  of  the  United  States,  it  is  next  in  age  to  the  American  Philoso- 
phical Society  at  Philadelphia,  which  is  the  oldest  in  the  country.  The 
average  annual  inerease  of  the  library  is  about  150  vohmies.  An  annual 
appropriation  of  about  $600  is  made  from  the  general  fund  of  the 
academy  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  is  opimed  during  the 
;lay,  every  week-day.  All  members  of  the  academy,  and  strangers,  are 
allowed  the  use  of  the  books,  which  may  be  taken  out  by  any  member; 
or  in  his  name.  A  catalogue  (57  pp.  8vo.)  was  printed  in  18o2.  Lists 
of  accessions  are,  from  time  to  time,  printed  in  the  publications  of  the 
academy.  John  Bacon,  jr.,  M.  D.,  is  librarian.  This  library  contains  a 
valuable  collection  of  the  memoirs  and  transactions  oi  learned  societies, 
reviews  and  magazines,  and  of  modern  scientific  works.  It  is  kept  in  two 
rooms  leased  by  the  society  in  Tremont  Row,  No.  7^. 

Library  of  th'i  General  Court — 7,400  yo/s. — The  State  library -was  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  March  3,  1826,  requiring 
that  "  all  books  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
now  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  State  House,  shall  be  collected,  de- 
posited, and  arranged,  in  proper  cases,  in  the  room  in  said  State  House 
usually  called  the  land  ofiice."  It  contains,  at  present,  7,400  volumes, 
SO  maps  and  charts,  6  atlases,  37  railroad  plans,  1  portrait,  3  tableaus,  and 
6  medals.     The  yearly  increase  for  the  last  eleven  years  is  as  follows: 

Volumes. 

1638  -  -  -  -  '-  -        452 

1839 396 

1840 260 

1841 358 

1842 348 

1843 334 

1844  ......        367 

1845 -583 

1846  -  -  -  -  -  .336 

1847 791 

1848  .--.-.        455 


Total        -  -  -  -  -     4.680 

Averaging  425  per  annum.  About  |395  per  annum  has,  during  this  time, 
been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  regular  appropriation  for 
the  library  has  beeji  ^300  per  annum,  with  occasional  extra  allowances 
"  to  procure  such  books,  manuscripts  and  charts,  works  of  science  and 
the  arts,  as  tend  to  illustrate  the  resources  and  means  of  improvement  of 
this  commonwealth  or  of  the  United  States."  "  Additions  arealso  made 
annually  of  the  statutes,  legislative  journals  and  documents,  and  law  re- 
ports of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  received 
in  exchange  through  the  secretary's  department.     Of  such  works  it  prob- 
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ably  contains  a  more  complete  collection  than  any  other  library.  One 
thousand  and  eighty  duplicate  volumes  of  laws,  public  documents,  and 
reports,  have  been  deposited  in  the  law  library  of  Harvard  University  by  a 
resolve  of  the  legislature. 

"  The  library  contains  Mr.  Audubon's  collection  of  American  Birds,  in 
four  large  folio  volumes,  at  an  original  cost  of  about  six  hundred  dollars. 
An  ad-dition  was  recently  made  of  440  volumes  of  French,  German   and 
Swedish  books  of  science,  arts,  history  and  statistics,  some  of  which  are  of 
threat  value,  by   international  exchanges  through  M.  Vattemare.     Among 
them  are  the  following  works,  presented  by  the   Chamber  of  Deputies:— 
Collection  of  Etruscan,  Greek,  and  Koman  antiquities,  from  the  cabinet 
of  Hon.   William.Hamilton,  Naples,  1766;  four  large  folio  volumes,  with 
English  and  French  text,  and  520  plates.     Presented  by  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior:— ?vIonuments  of  Nineveh,  published  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment; descriptions  by  P.  E.  Botta— designs  by  E.  Flandin:  the  first  ten 
numbers— ^0  be  contimied.     Presented  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce:— Statistics  of  France,  comprising  territory ,  population,  external 
commerce,  etc.,  from  1837  to  1843;  nine  large  folio  volumes.     Presented  by 
the  National  Library  of  France:— The  New  Theatre  of  the  World,  con- 
taining maps,  tables,  descriptions,  etc.,  of  all  the  regions  of  the   globe; 
1639;  3  large  folio  volumes.     This,  considering  its  date,  is  a  magnificent 
work.    The  Holy  Evangelists,  in  Arabic  and  Latin:  printed  at  Rome,  in 
the  typographia  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  .1591,  large  folio;  the  works   of 
Euclid,  in  Arabic:  printed  at  Rome,  in  the  16th  century,  folio;  Acta  His- 
torica  Ecclesiastica  Nostri  Temporis:  printed   at  Weimar,  1741  to  1774, 
extremely  rare,  43  volumes.     Presented  by  the  King  of  Sweden:— His- 
tory of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Moors  until  their  expulsion  in  1726,  m  Arabic 
and   Latin:  edited  by  Professor  Tornberg,  2  volumes  in  one;  Ancient 
Sweden,  etc.,  with  3  volumes  of  plates  of  its  provinces,  cities,  buildings, 
etc.,  in  oblong  quarto.     The  choicest  volumes  in  the  State  library  to  a^ 
descendant  and  admirer  oi  the  Puritans,  and  indeed  to  any  true  son  of 
New  England,  are  the  ancient  General  Court  Records  of  Massachusetts. 
They  are  copies,  in  manuscript,  of  original  papers  in  the  archives  ot  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  make  34  large  folio  volumes.     The  Records  com- 
mence with  1629  and  extend  to  October,   1777,  and  contain  the  entire 
legislative  and  much  of  the  religious  history  of  Massachusetts   between 
those  periods.     Each  volume  has, a  copious  index  at  its  close,  containing 
the  names  o{ persons  and  places,  also  a  list  of  subjects  spoken  of,  in  separate 
columns,  which  facilitates  reference,  and  greatly   increases  the  value  of 
these  treasures  of  our  colonial  history.     No  books  m  the  library  are  con- 
sulted more  frequently  or  with  more  interest.     Since  the  first  volume  was 
transcribed,  several  pages  have  been  inserted  at  the  beginning,  containing 
records  of  a  stiirearlier  date."* 

The  secretary  of  the  board  of  education  is,  by  a  recent  law,  made  ex- 
oficio  librarian,  and  is  allowed  an  assistant.  Two  rooms  in  the  State 
House  are  appropriated  to  the  library;  one  of  them  is  54  feet  by  22  and 
the  other  36  by  25.  The  books  are  arranged  in  cases  with  glass  doore, 
and  generally  according  to  subjects.  A  catalogue  (43  pp.  Svo.)  was  pub- 
lished in  1831;  another  in  8vo.  was  printed  in  1839.  The  last  catalogue 
(125  pp.  Svo.)  was  printed  in  1846.  The  library  is  open  every  week- 
day  from  9   a.  m.  to   about   sunset,  and,   during   the  session   of  the 

*Bibliolheca  Sacra,  January,  1850. 
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legislature,  somelimes  in  the  evening.  Books  are  lent  to  members  of  the 
lesisiatureand  officers  of  the  Slate.  ^Rev.  Barnes  Sears,  D.  1).,  secretary 
of  board  of  education,  and  librarian;  Rev.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  assistant. 

Mercantile  Librnry — 7,059  vols. — The  Mercantile  Library  Association 
was  founded  March  ll,  1S20,  and  incorporated  in  1845.  The  library  con- 
tains 7,059  volumes.  The  average  annual  increase  for  the  last  ten  years 
has  been  400  volumes^  tbe  average  annual  expenditure  i$3T5.  There  is 
a  fund  of  .f;lt3,100,  yielding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  support  of 
the  library.  The  library  is  in  two  rooms,  each  SO  feet  by  35.  The  ar- 
rangement on  the  shelves  is  according  to  the  date  of  purchase.  A 
catalogue  was  printed  in  1S4S,  consisting  of  135  pages  8vo.  The  library 
is  open  every  week-tflay  evening  till  ten  o'clock.  Any  person  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  may  acquire  the  right  to  use  the  library  by  paying 
two  dollars  per  annum.  Books  are  lent  out,  twenty-eight  thousand  an- 
nually.    John  Stetson,  president. 

The  library  is  composed  of  such  works  in  the  field  of  general  litera- 
ture as  are  suited  to  the  tastes  and  wants  of  merchants  and  merchants' 
clerks.  In  the  reading-room  are  89  newspapers  and  2V  reviews  and  mag- 
azines. 

The  number  of  members  of  the  association  is  now  1,145.  An  annual 
course  of  lectures  is  delivered  by  distinguished  gentlemen.  The  members 
pai'ticipate  in  exercises  of  debate,  declamation  and  composition.  The 
whole  number  of  tickets  for  the  lectures  in  1848-'9  was  1,300.* 

Library  of  the  Massachusetts'  His' otico I  Society — 7,000  vols. — The 
foundation  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  was  originally  suggest- 
ed by  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap  and  Mr.  Thomas  Walcutt.  It  was  organized 
in  1791,  and  incorporated  in  1794.  The  number  of  members  is  limited 
by  the  act  of  incorporation  to  sixty.  The  library  contains  about  7,000  vol- 
umes, inclusive  of  bound  newspapers;  about  2,000  unbound  pamphlets, 
300  maps  and  charts,  450  volumes  of  manuscripts,  a  few  coins,  and  70 
portraits.  It  increases  about  100  volumes  annually,  wholly  by  douations. 
The  society  possesses  no  funds,  not  even  for  the  support  of  a  librarian. 
The  entrance  ftes  and  annual  assessments  go  for  binding  and  other 
charges.  The  library  occupies  rooms  in  a  stone  edifice,  erected  in  1833. 
These  rooms  were  purchased  by  the  society  for  $6,500;  $5,000  of  which 
weracollected  by  subscription  at  that  time.  These  rooms  are  84  feet  by 
40  in  their  whole  length  and  breadth.  The  books  are  placed  ifpon  the 
shelves  according  to  size,  without  regard,  to  subjects:  Two  catalogues 
have  been  publislifed — the  first,  40  pages  8vo.,  in  1796;  the  second,  com- 
piled by  Rev.  Timothy  Alden,  96  pages  8vo.,  was  printed  in  1811.  The 
contintiation  is  in  manuscript.  The  libraryis  open  daily  from  9  a.  m.  to  1 
o'clock  p.  m.,  and  from  3  to  6  p.  m.  It  is  accessible  to  njenibers  and 
others  pursuing  historical  investigations.  About  200  vokimes  a  year  are 
lent  out.  About  1,000  persons  a  year  couf^ult  the  library  without  taking 
away  books.  By  permission  of  the  standing  committee,  books  may  be 
lent  to  persons  at  a  distance.     Rev.  Joseph  B.  Felt,  librarian. 

''  Aniong  the  UiOst  valuable  treasures  belonging  to  this  society  are  the 
raaiuiscripts  of  the  historian  Hubbard;  of  the  fir§t  Governor  Winthrop,  11 
volumes;  of  Governor  Hutchinson;  of  Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull,  of 
Connecticut,  23  volumes;  the  manuscript  of  Washington's  Farewell  Ad- 

*Bibliotheca  Sacra,  January,  1850. 
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Iress  to  the  officers  of  the  American  arniy.  The  society  has  also  98  foho 
roUimes  of  Commercial  Statistics  of  the  United  States,  embracing  the 
^ears  from  1816  to  1842  inchisive,  dravm  up  with  care,  and  very  com- 
plete. There  is  a  copy  of  Eliot's  Indian  Bible  in  the  library'-.  Thirty 
TOlnm.es  of  Collections  have  been  printed,  in  three  series,  of  10  volumes 
3acii.  The  last  volume  of  each  series  contains  a  full  in4ex  of  all  the  vol- 
umes in  the  series.  The  portraits  of  about  seventy  persons,  mostly  New 
England  worthies,  adorn  one  of  the  rooms.  Some  of  these  are  of  special 
value,  e.  ff.  the  portraits  of  Rev.  Increase  Mather  and  of  Rev.  John 
Wilson."*  .  .        ,, 

An  interestins- "^  Account  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  ' 
prepared  by  Yvilliam  Jenks,  D.  D.,  of  Bo.~ton,  was  printed  in  the  Ameri- 
can Quarterly  Resister  for  November,  1837,  pages  166-177. 

The  Mechanics'  Apprentices  Library— A,000  vols.— This  institu- 
tion claims  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  of  its  kind  established  in  the 
worid.f  It  is  due  to  the  wise  suggestion  and  philanthropTc  energy  of 
Mr.  William  Wood,  now  hving  in  Canandaigua,  New  York.  Lord 
Brougham  remarks,  that  ''  although  the  temote  origin  of  thdse  institutions 
may  be  traced  to  Franklin,  Mr.  Wood  has  the  merit  of  establishing  them 
on  their  present  plan,  and  adapting  them  peculiarly  to  the  instruction  of 
mechanics  and  apprentices.'    He  founded  the  first  in  Boston,  in  1S20." 

Mr.  Wood  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  formation  of  libraries  of  a 
similar  character  in  most  of  ourlarge  cities,  and  has  even  extended  his 
benevolent  efforts  to  the  cities  of  the  Old  World.  In  his  own  words,  "from 
the  establishment  of  this  library ,  in  1820,  until  now,  as  opportunity  offered, 
the  circulation  of  books,  in  any  shape  which  might  do  good,  has  been  the 
hobby  of  a  life  now  drawing  to  a  close."  The  name  of  this  gentleman 
deserves  to  be  held  in  lasting  and  grateful  remembrance  as  a  public  ben- 
efactor. 

Mr.  Wood's  efforts  to  collect  a  library  for  apprentices  in  Boston  were 
warmly  seconded  by  several  distinguished  citizens,  and  about  1,500  vol- 
umes were  soon  collected.  The  library  was  a  gift  from  the  public  to  the 
apprentices  of  Boston.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1820,  it  was  formally 
intrusted  to  the  guardianship  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics 
Association,  a  society  of  long  standing  and  estabhshed  reputation.  They 
agreed  to  take  upon  themselves  \he  management  of  the  institution  .on 
conditioR  that  they  should  not  be  chargeable  with  its  incidental  expenses. 
The  library  was  accordingly  opened  and  the  apprentices  gratuitously 
supplied  with  books;  the  expenses  being  defrayed  by  public  subscrip- 
tions. After  a  few  years  these  subscriptions  ceased,  and  the  doors  ot  the 
libraiy  were  consequently  closed.  The  apprentices  feeling  keenly  this 
deprivation,  held  a  meeting  and  agreed  to  take  upon  themselves  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  the  establishment,  if  the  associatkj^u  would  apiiro- 
priate  a  small  amount  to  aid  them  in  the  undertaking.  This  request  met 
with  a  favorable  answer.  The  present  Association  of  Apprentices  was 
formed  June  19,  1828;  and  the  library  committed  to  their  entire  control 
in  1832,  by  the  ]Mechanics'  Association. 

•  Bibliotheca  Sera,  January,  ISoO. 

+  For  a  full  and  interesting  history  of  this  institution,  see  an  address  delivered  before  the  asso- 
ciation on  its  24th  anniversary,  by  Frederick  W.  Lincoln,  jr.,  Boston,  1844,  fiom  wnich  ihia 
account  is  subs  aniially  taken. 
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The  association  consijrts  entirely  of  apprentices  to  mechanics  and  man- 
ufacturers— of  course  embracing  only  minors.  Any  young  man  who  is 
an  apprentice  to  a  respectable  mechanic,  (and  learning  a  mechanical  trade,) 
on  producing  a  certificate  that  he  is  worthy  of  confidence,  paying  into  the 
treasury  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  year,  and  signing  the  constiiution, 
shall  be  a  member.  The  atfairs  of  the  institution  have  been  very  ably  and 
successfully  conducted  by  its  youthful  members. 

The  association  occupies  two  rooms  in  PhiUips  Place,  opposite  the  head 
of  School  street;  the  one  for  reading  and  lecture  room,  (say  30  feet  by  40,) 
the  other  (say  30  by  15)  for  library  and  conversation  room.  The  library 
is  well  selected  to  promote  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  class  for  whom  it 
was  intended.  The  reading  department  contains  the  principal  newspapers 
and  periodicals  of  the  city,  and  many  from  ditferent  parts  of  the  country, 
and  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  A  cabinet  of  minerals  and  curi- 
osities has  been  commenced;  an  annual  course  of  free  lectures  is  sup- 
ported by  th^institution;  an  elocution  class  has  been  formed,  the  exer- 
cises of  which  consist  in  the  reading  of  original  compositions,  declama- 
tion, and  debate. 

The  yearly  average  increase  of  the  library  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been 
175  volumes.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1847,  containing  68  pages 
12mo. 

The  library  is  open  three  hours  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday  evening. 
About  10,000  volumes  are  lent  out  annually.  Robert  H.  Howell,  jr.,  is 
the  present  librarian. 

Library  of  the  Amencan  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions— 3,500  vols. — This  library  was  founded  in  1822,  and  contains,  be- 
sides 3,500  volumes,  a  few  manuscripts  and  valuable  maps.  The  average 
annual  increase  is  about  150  volumes.  The  library  is  in  the  Mission 
House,  Pemberton  Square.  There  is  a  catalogue,  but  it  has  not  been 
printed.  The  collection  is  designed  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of 
the  board,  and  is  always  accessible  to  them.  The  books  are  occasionally 
lent  to  persons  investigating  subjects  relating  to  missions.  It  is  designed 
to  be  a  library  for  reference  on  subjects  connected  with  the  work  of  foreign 
missions;  is  in  no  sense  a  circulating  library,  and  nothing  is  paid  for  the 
use  of  the  books.  Books  maybe  lent  to  persons  at  a  distance  by  consent 
of  the  prudential  committee.  Rev,  S.  L,  Pomroy,  D.  D,,  Secretary  A.  B. 
C.  F.  M. 

Library  of  the  BoHon  Society  of  Natural  History — 3,500  vols. — The  Bos- 
ton Society  of  Natural  History  was  founded  in  the  winter  of  1830,  and  in- 
corporated February  24, 1831 .  Its  great  design  is  to  ^'promote  a  taste  and  af- 
ford facilities  for  the  pursuit  of  natural  history,  by  mutual  co-operation  and 
the  collection  of  a  cabinet  and  library,"  The  society  has  been  conducted 
with  much  energy.  It  holds  regular  and  frequent  meetings,  issues  a 
"Journal,"  and*  has  collected  a  valuable  cabinet  and  library,  "When  the 
society  originated,  the  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  making  advances  in 
the  study  of  natural  history  was  the  want  of  books.  When  we  consider 
how  essential  a  library  is  to  the  study  and  arrangement  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  cabinet,  it  cannot  but  be  felt  that  the  society  have  done  wise- 
ly to  contribute  largely  towards  it.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  nat- 
uralist who  is  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  any  subject,  should  be  able 
to  know  all  that  has  been  written  upon  his  subject.  Scientific  books  are 
expensive,  and  no  man  among  us  can  promise  himself  such  a  library  as 
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lie  may  need."— [See  notices  of  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  by 
Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  in  the  American  Quarterly  Register,  February,  1S12; 
pp.  236,  seq.] 

The  librarj^  contained  (1849)  about  1,600  volumes*^  and  a  small  number 
of  maps  and  engravings.  The  yearly  average  increase  is  about  100  vol- 
umes. The  average  annual  expenditure  for  books  is  about  .*200.  The 
society  has  a  permanent  fund  of  about  .^12,000— .slO,0{iO  of  vv^hich  were 
received  from  a  bequest  of  Ambrose  S.  Courtis,  esq.,  .^300  from  a  grant 
bv  the  State,  and  .^500  from  the  legacy  of  Simon  E.  Greene,  esq.— one 
third  of  the  income  of  which  is,  by  vote,  appropriated  to  the  library. 
This  arrangement  is  liable  to  alteration.  The  society  owns  a  brick  build- 
iu°-  with  iron  shutters.  This  contains  the  library  and  cabinet,  and  cost 
.'^•..30,000.  The  library  room  is  30  by  26  feet.  The  centre  building  is  40 
by  30  ^eet,  with  two  wings  26  by  30  feet  each.  The -last  catalogue  was 
printed  in'lS37,  and -contains  27  pp.  8vo.  The  library  is  open  daily  from 
9  till  1  o'clock.  Individuals  not  members  of  the  society  are  freely  allow- 
ed to  make  use  of  the  books  on  application.  About  300  volumes  are  taken 
out  during  the  year,  and  about  150  different  persons  consult  the  Ubrary 
yearly  without  taking 'away  books.  Books  are  lent  to  persons  at  a  dis- 
l^nce  who  are  known  to  be  engaged  in  scientific  pursuits  requiring  them. 
The  library  committee  has  power  to  lend  them,  and  so  may  any  member- 
he  beinc^  responsible  for  their  safe  return.     Charles  K.  Dillaway,  libra- 


nan. 


^'it  is  expected  that  the  choice  library  of  Dr.  Amos  Bihney,  formerly 
president  of  the  society,  will  be  incorporated  with  tha't  of  the  society. 
Both  will  form  a  fine  collection  of  the  most  important  works  .in  natural 
history  in  the  English  and  French  languages."! 

The  American  Oriental  Society— i(i^  z;o/s.— though  yet  in  its  infancy, 
has  commenced  the  collection  of  a  library.  It  contains  only  a  fev/  hun- 
dred volumes,  6S  Muhammedan  coins,  17  Arabic  MSS.,  1  Syriac  MS.  of 
a  portion  of  the  Old  Testament,  (600  years  old,)  and  5  Turkish  MSS. 
These  are  all  donations.  The  books  are  lent  out  only  to  the  members  of 
the  society.  The  collection  is  at  present  deposited  in  the  Boston  Athe- 
nffium.     Francis  Gardner,  librarian.  o  nnn      7       m.- 

Tkc  Library  of  the  American  Statistical  Association — 2,0u0  vols.—  1  his 
society  was  formed  November  27,  1839,  and  incorporated  January  7. 
1841.  Its  purposes  are  to  collect,  preserve,  and  diffuse  statistical  inform- 
ation—[See  a  notice  of  the  society^  in  the  American  Quarterly  Register 
for  May,  1841,  pp.  4.51,  seq.]  .     ,    ,        .     .         ^  .nn 

The  Library  of  the  New  England  Genealogical  Associatio?i—^l  ,d{n) 
f;ols  —The  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  was  incorporated 
^the  17th  March,  1845.  Its  object  is  "to  colleo*  and  preserve  the  genealo- 
^V  and  history  of  early  New  England  families."  Its  library  is  mostly  the 
fruit  of  donations,  and  comprises  most  of  the  local  histories  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  publish- 
ed quarterly  under  the  auspices  of  the  society,  is  a  valuable  repository  of 
facts  relating  to  the  early  history  of  the  country. 

The  Social  Law  Library— 3 ,000  vols.— This  library  occupies  a  room  in 
the  court-house.  A  catalogue  containing  32  pp.  Svo.  was  published  in  1824 . 


«In  the  report  in  1850,  the  number  is  stated  ut  3,500  volumes, 
t  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  January,  185ll. 
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The  Bowrllfck  Library — 2,500  vols. — The  late  illnstrions  mathemat 
cian,  Dr.  iN.  Bowditch,  collected  a  valuable  scieutific  library  of  aboi 
2,500  volumes.  Since  his  death,  his  family,  with  a  liberality  worthy  f 
their  name,  have  allowed  to  the  public  the  free  use  of  the  books.  Ahhough 
therefore,  this  collection  is  private  property,*  its  public  usefulness  require 
that  it  should  find  a  place  in  nolices  of  the  public  libraries  of  Boston 
The  proprietors  have,  we  believe,  expressed  a  desire,  in  case  the  cit 
should  erect  a  propeV  building  and  actively  undertake  to  establish  a  pul: 
lie  library,  to  bestow  their  shares  upon  su^Jian  institution.  But  no  provif 
ion  has  yet  been  made  for  rendering  the  library  permanently  public.  "  Th 
proprietors  have  established  the  following  "rules  for  the  Bowditch  Libra 
ry,  at  S  Oiis  Place,  Boston: 

"As  this  library  is  peculiarly  valuable  from  the  circumstance  of  its  foi 
mer  ownership,  it  is  particularly  requested  that  books  taken  from  it  be  usd 
with  care  and  returned  punctually,  subject  to  the  follov/ing  rules: 

"1.  No  person  will  be  allowed  more  tlian  four  volumes  at  a  time. 

"2.  If  any  book  be  lost,  it  must  be  replaced,  although,  of  course,  th 
loss  can.  never  be  entirety  supplied. 

"3.  No  book  must  be  kept  from  the  library  more  than  three  months 
without  being  renewed  upon  the  record  book.  ^  « 

"4..  All  books  must  be  returned  on  or  before  March  1st,  of  eacjiyear 
for  examination.  After  the  20th  of  the  same  month  the  library  will  h 
again  opened.  ■!>■ 

"o.  Omission,  for  the  space  of  one  week,  to  comply  with  the  requisi 
tions  contained  either  in  the  third  or  fourth  rule,  deprives  the  party  in  de 
fault  of_t*lie  right  thereafter  to  use  the  library,  unless  two  at  least  of  thf 
proprietors  are  satisfied  that  the  neglect  is  excusable,  or  are  willing  to  pas 
over  the  omission.  I 

"March  16,  1846." 

About  250  volumes  are  taken  out  annually.     None  hSTve  been  lost, 

77ie  Prince  Library— I , SOU  vols.— '-'The  Old  South  Church  (Congre 
gational)  in  Boston  possesses  a  valuable  collection  of  books  and  MSS. 
bequeathed  to  the  church  by  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  one  of  its  pastors,  (thi 
learned  author  of  'the  Chronological  History  of  New  England,'  &.c.)  Mr 
Prince,  while  in  college,  in  1703,  began  a  collection  of  books,  and  public 
and  private  papers,  relating  toUhe  civil  and  religious  history  of  New  Eng 
land,  to  which  he  continued  to  make  valuable  additions  for  more  thai 
fifiy  years.  It  is  a  precious  collection,  containing  many  standard  work! 
in  church  history  and  biblical  literature  and  theology,  the  works  of  th< 
early  divines  of  New  England,  and  valuable  pamphlets  and  MSS." — [Bib 
liotheca  Sacra,  January,  1850.] 

Blr  Prince's  will  w^  proved  in  1T5S.  Since  that  period,  or  uearlj 
one  hundred  years,  this  has  been  the  public  library  of  that  Church,  anc 
accessible  to  any  person  desirous  of  using  it  for  literary  purposes. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Prince's  will,  that  he  had  made  a  separate  collect 
tion  (to  wllich  he  gave  the  name  of  the  New  England  Library)  of  books! 
papers,  &c.,  either  published  in  New  England  or  pertaining  to  its  historj 
and  public  aflairs.  This  collection  he  gave  also  to  the  Old  South  Church, 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  kept  in  a  different  apartment  from  the  othei 
books,  and  "that  no  person  shall  borrow  any  book  or  paper  therefrom,  bul 
that  any  person  whom  the  pastors  and  deacons  of  said  Church  shall  approve 
may  have  access  thereto."     In  1814^  259  works,  as  they  are  numbere(j||j 
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on  the  catalogue,  belonging  to  this  library,  .were  deposited  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  A  *  ^catalogue  of  the  library  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  former  pastor  of  Old  South  Church,  presented  by 
him  to  the  Old  South  Church  and  Society,"  in  112  pages  8vo.,  was  print- 
ed at  Boston  in  1846.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  catalogue  so  well  print- 
ed should  he  so  badly  arranged,  or  rather  so  entirely  destitute  of  all  use- 
ful arrangement. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Harvard  College  Libraries — 84,200  vols. — On  the  24th  of  January, 
1764,  in  a  stormy  winter's  night  during  tlie  college  vacation,  Harvard 
Hall,  containing  the  library  of  more  than  5,000  volumes,  the  philosophi- 
cal apparatus,  and  all  the  lifitle  collections  of  objects  of  interest  belonghig 
to  the  college,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  "Thus  perished  the  valuable  books 
given  by  John  Harvard,  Sir  KenelmDigby,  Sir  John  Maynard,  Dr.  Light- 
foot,  Dr.  Gale,  Bishop  Berkeley,  and  other  distinguished  benefactors;  the 
books  and  pamphlets  connected  with  the  early  history  of  New  England, 
the  precious,  though  scanty,  accumulations  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-six 
years — a  loss  which  in  those  days  must  have  seemed  appalling,  and 
which  the  historian,  the  antiquary,  and  the  bibliographer  can  never  cease 
to  deplore." 

The  State  legislature  was  in  session.  Indeed,  at  the  time  of  the  calam- 
ity, Harvard  Hall  was  occupied  by  them  in  consequence  of  the  alarm  ex- 
cited by  the  existence  of  the  small  pox  in  Boston.  At  the  instigation  of 
Governor  Bernard,  they  immediately  appropriated  ,=^2,000  to  erect  a  new 
building  in  place  of  that  which  had  been  destroyed  while  occupied  by 
them.  A  general  subscription  was  made  for  the  same  purpose  among  the 
towns  and  counties  of  the  State,  amounting  to  J'STS  lbs.  9f/.*  A  gene- 
rous sympathy  was  shown  by  many  persons  in  the  parent  country.  The 
subscription  of  Thomas  HoUis,  for  the  new  building,  Avas  <J'20b.  The 
friends  of  the  institution  m.anifested  not  less  zeal  and  Uberality  in  supply- 
ing the  new  hall  with  books.  The  General  Assembly  of  New  Hampshire 
gave  books  to  the  value  of  J'SOO  sterling.  The  Society  for  propagating 
the  Gospel  in  New  England  and  adjacent  parts  gave  ^#200  sterling, 
and  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts  gave  J'lOO  for 
the  library.  In  1790  the  library  had  increased  to  12,000  volumes ;  in  1830, 
to  30,000.  It  is  almost  entirely  the  fruit  of  individual  munificence.  First 
among  its  distinguished  benefactors  stands  the  name  of  Thomas  Hollis, 
whose  ''deeds  of  peace"  entitle  him  to  our  warmestrespect  and  gratitude. 
The  books  which,  during  the  first  ten  years  of  the  present  library,  he 
placed  upon  its  shelves,  were  very  numero$s,t  admirably  chosen,  and 
many  of  them  elegantly  bound,  and  containing  curious  and  interesting 
notes  in  his  own  handwriting.  At  his  decease,  in  1774,  he  bequeathed 
to  the  college  a  sum  of  money  which  now  constitutes  a  fund  of  $3,000, 
the  interest  of  which  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  books.  In  a  note  in 
Giggeius'  Thesaurus  Ling-Arab.,  he  states  that  he  has  "been  particnlarly 
■industrious  in  collecting  grammars  and  lexicons  of  the  oriental  root  lan- 
guages, to  send  to  Harvard  College,  in  hopes  of  forming  by  that  means, 

*See  sketch  of  the  history  of  Harvard  Colli-ffe,  Viy'Samuel  A.  Eliot,  Boston,  1848.  _ 

I  The  arrivals  of  43  "cases"  are  noted  on  the  records  at  different  intervals  daring  this  period. 
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assisted  by  the  energy  of  the  leaders,  always  beneficent,  a  few  prime 
sc/joi'arsj  lienors  to  their  country  and  lights  to  mankind." 

Thomas  l^rand  Hollis  gave  to  the  library  many  excellent  books,  and  at 
his  decease,  in  1S06,  one  hundred  pounds  sterling.  Hon.  John  Hancock, 
in  pursuance  of  the  known  intention  of  his  uncle,  Thomas  Hancock,  whose 
estate  he  inherited,  presented  to  the  library  in  1767  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  pounds  sterling.  He  gave  for  himself,  also,  ''a  large  collection  of 
chosen  authors."  Thomas  Palmer,  of  Boston,  in  1772,  presented  ''  the 
Antiquities  of  Herculanreum,  and  Piranesi's  Views  of  Rome,  in  20  folio 
vols.;"  and  at  his  decease,  in  1S20,  bequeathed  his  library  of  nearly  l.,200 
■'choice  and  costly  voluinee,"  valued  at  .f52,.500.  Samuel  Shapleigh, 
librarian  of  the  university,  in  ISOl ,  gave  a  piece  of  land  and  the  residue 
of  his  estate  for  the  increase  of  the  library.  The  sum  obtained  from  tli is 
bequest  was  .iJjSjOOO,  the  interest  of  which  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
books  in  modern  literature.  Israel  Thorndike,  of  Boston,  purchased  and 
presented,  in  the  year  1S18,  the  celebrated  library  of  Professor  Ebeling,  of 
Hamburgh,  containing  3,200  volumes  of  works  mostiy  relating  to  America, 
and  a  collection  of  10,000  maps  and  charts,  ''probably  unrivalled  by  any 
other  collection  of  the  kind  in  the  world."  The  whole  cost  !j^6,.500. 
In  1S23  Samuel  A.  Elidf,  of  Boston,  purchased  and  presented  the  valu- 
able collection  of  books  relating  to  America  of  D.  B.  Warden,  oonsisthig 
of  1,200  volumes,  besides  maps,  prints,  and  charts,*  costing  .i^5,000. 
The  "  Boylston  Medical  Library,"  of  more  than  1,100  volumes,  was  pre- 
sented by  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston.  The  sum  of  .$2,000,  given  to  the 
university  in  1S2.5,  by  Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher,  "from  a  fund  left  him  in 
trust  by  the  late  William  Breed,  esq.,  of  Boston,"  was  applied  by  the- cor- 
poration to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library.  The  Hon.  Christopher 
Gore,  who  had  previously  enriched  the  law  library  by  frequent  and  valu- 
able donations,  at  his  death,  in  1831,  left  by  will  to  the  college  the  residue 
of  his  estate,  of  which  $38,000  are  reserved  for  annuities  bequeathed  by 
him.  The  whole. ultimately  receivable  by  the  college  amounts  to  .$94,888. 
From  this  fund  Gore  Hall,  the  present  library  building,  has  been  erected. 
In  1842  the  sum  of  j$21,008  was  subscribed  by  thirty-four  gentlemen  in 
Brslon  and  vicinity,  for  the  purchase  of  books;  not  as  a  permanent  fund, 
but  for  use  when  wanted.  In  1844  Horace  A.  Haven  bequeathed,  for  the 
purchase  of  mathematical  and  astronomical  works  for  the  library,  tne  sum 
of  $3,000.  In  184.5  the  Hon.  William  Prescott  bequeathed  $3,000, 
which  has  been  expended  for  books  on  American  history,  topography,  (fcc. 
In  1846  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville,  of  London,  gave,  through  President 
Everett,  jflOO  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library. t 

Th.e  library  of  the  university  is  at  present  divided  into  four  departments, 
viz:  public,  law,  theolofiacal,  and  medical. 
•  The  public  library  comains  56,000  volumes  of  printed  books  and  bound 
manuscripts.  The  volumes  in  the  library  were  counted  Jul}- 11, 1849,  and 
found  to  be  .55,60.5.  Including  the  additions  since  made,  the  number 
may  be  put  down  at  56,000;  this  includes  the  bound  Manuscripts.  The 
unbound  pamphlets  and  serial  works  are  estimated,  exclusive  of  duplicates, 


*Mr.  Warden  subsequently  made  a  second  collection,  which  was  bought  by  the  State  lib'rary 
of  New  York. 

f  1  have  been  able  to  notice  only  the  most  important  don:.tions  to  the  library.  For  a  full  liat 
(  f  them,  see  the  appendix  to  EUot's  History  of  Harvard  College;  compare  aiso  the  preface  to  the 
i:aialogue,  by  Benjamin  Pierce. 
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to  be  25,000;  they  probably  exceed  this  number.  No  enumeration  of 
MSS.  separate  Irom  the  foregoing  has  been  made.  In  1819,  seven  Greek 
MSS.  were  procured  in  Constantinople,  one  a  fragment  ofan  Evangelistary, 
probably  of  the  ninth  century;  there  are  some  Latin  MSS.,  and  several 
oriental  MSS.,  in  Arabic,  Persian,  Hindostanee,  .fapanese,  etc.  Of  Ro- 
man coins  and  medals,  tlie  library  has  071  in  copper,  43  in  silver,  and  I 
in  gold;  of  ancient  coins  other  than  Roman,  8;  there  are  about  500  modern 
coins  of  all  sorts,  and  35  modern  medals.  The  annual  increase  of  the  li- 
brary since  1832  has  been  as  follows:      For  the  years  ending — 


Volumes. 

Pamphlets. 

Vo'umes 

Pi 

m|ihlets 

July  13, 

1832 

-      1,299, 

255,  includi 

)g  502  and 

190  g 

iven 

July  12, 

1833 

602, 

212, 

do 

156 

204 

do 

July  11, 

ib34 

815, 

737, 

do 

371 

733 

do 

July  10, 

1835 

227, 

184, 

do 

156 

181 

do 

July  15, 

1836 

-      1,343, 

237, 

do 

384 

1.53 

do 

Julv  14, 

1837 

-      1,043, 

205, 

do 

310 

185 

do 

JulV  13, 

1838 

803, 

20U, 

do 

317 

172 

do 

July  12, 

1839 

551, 

532, 

do 

238 

532 

do 

July  10, 

1840 

251, 

249, 

do 

161 

242 

do 

July    9, 

1841 

-     .     881, 

1 

402, 

do 

270 

1 

119 

do 

July  11, 

1842 

840, 

700, 

do 

419 

TOO 

do 

July  11, 

1843 

-      1,.353, 

1 

597, 

do 

322 

1 

421 

GO 

July    9, 

1844 

.      3,645, 

1 

333, 

do 

453 

1 

318 

do 

Jul}''  15, 

1845 

-      2, 928, 

3 

806, 

do 

652 

3 

122 

do 

July  14, 

1846 

-      2,018, 

3 

477, 

do 

679 

3: 

319 

do 

July  13, 

1847 

-      1,762, 

3 

321, 

do 

1,072 

3. 

205 

do 

July  11, 

1848 

-      1,523, 

2 

632, 

do 

540 

2 

520 

do 

July  11, 

1849 

724, 

1 

,645, 

do 

3?6 

1 

580 

do. 

As  the  books  bought  for  the  last  seven  years  have  been  procured  with 
the  money  subscribed  in  1842,  they  are  to  be  considered  as  donations;  so 
that  all  the  additions  since  1842  are  strictly  gifts.  Tlie  only  permanent 
fund  for  the  increase  of  the  library  yields  ,^450  per  annum.  In  1842,  the 
sum  of  $22,000  was  raised  by  subscription,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  books,  but  not  as  a  permanent  fund.  This  sum  is  now  reduced  to 
$;5,S83,  which  will  probably  be  entirely  expended  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  years.  Among  the  late  additions  are  works  in  modern  English  lit- 
erature, German  literature,  with  the  clas.-ical  and  other  departments,  sci- 
entific works,  etc.* 

The  only  permanent  fund  for  the  increase  of  the  library  is  the  combined 
Hollis  and  Shapleigh  fuiid,  which  yields  about  $450  per  annum.  The 
principal  is  $6,000.  The  public  library  is  kept  in  Gore  Hall,  the  founda- 
tion of  which  was  laid  April  25,  1837,  and  to  which  the  books  were  re- 
moved July,  1841.  The  outer  walls  of  the  building  are  of  rough  stone 
(Q,uincy  granite,  or  sienite,)  laid  in  regular  courses,  with  hammered  stone 
buttresses,  towers,  pinnacles,  drip-stones,  &c.  The  inner  walls,  cohnniu^, 
and  the  main  floor  (M'hich  rests  on  solid  brick  arches)  are  of  brick,  the 
floor  covered  with  hard  pine  boards;  the  other  parts  finished  with  plaster. 
The  piirtitions  are  strengthened  with  iron  columns  concealed  within  them, 
and  the  roof  and  galleries  rest  on  iron  rafters.     The  Whole  cost,  including 

"Bib'iotheca  Sacra,  January,  1850. 
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the  heating  apparatus,  was  little  short  of  *^75.000.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a 
latin  cross;  the  extreme  lengtii  of  which  externally  is  140  feet,  and 
.through  the  transept  81,^  feet.  The  interior  contains  a  hall  112  feet  long 
and  35  feet  high,  with  a  vaulted  ceiling, supported  by  20  ribbed  columns. 
The  spaces  between  the  columns  and  side  walls  are  divided  by  partitions 
into  stalls  or  alcoves  for  books  above  and  below  the  galleiy,  which  is  12^ 
feet  /roni  the  floor.  One  transept  is  used  for  a  reading-room,  and  the  other 
is  divided  into  three  apartments  for  books.  (See  Qnincy's  History  of 
Harvard  University,  H,  page  599.)  The  books  are  arranged  according  to 
subjects. 

A  catalogne  of  the  old  library  in  102  pages  4to,  was  published  in  1723. 
with  the  title,  '^Catalogus  liibrorum  Bibliothecas  Collegii  Harvardini  quod 
est  Cantabrigian  in  Nova  Anglia.     Bost.  Nov,  Angl.  typis  B.  Green." 

After  the  burning  of  the  library  a  "Selectior  Catalogus  in  usum  Aca- 
demicB  Alumnorum"  was  published,  but  no  copy  of  it  exists  in  the  library. 

Another,  "Catalogus  Bibliothecce  Harvardianse.  Cantabrigias,  Nov. 
Anglorum.     Bostonias,  typis  T.  and  J.  Fleet,  1790;"  Svo.,  358  pages. 

The  last  printed  catalogue  is  entitled:  "A  Catalogue  of  the  Library 
of  Harvard  University,  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts  j  3  vols.  8vo.  Camb., 
1S30." 

This  catalogue  was  prepared  by  Benjamin  Peirce,  then  librarian.  The 
first  two  volumes  (952  pages)  contain  an  alphabetical  catalogue.  The  3d 
volume  (223  pages)  contains  a  systematic  index,  in  the  five  classes:  theol- 
ogy, jurisprudence,  arts  and  sciences,  belles-lettres,  history;  with  a  sixth 
division,  comprising  works  relating  to  America.  Each  class  has  numer- 
ous subdivisions. 

As  a  4th  volume,  was  published  ''A  catalogue  of  the  maps  and  charts 
in  the  library  oi  Harvard  University,  8vo.  Camb.,  1831;"  322 pages;  also 
prepared  by  Mr.  Peirce. 

A  "First  Supplement"  to  the  catalogue,  preparedby  the  present  libra- 
rian, was  published  in  1834,  (260  pp.  Svo  )  containing  the  additions  to 
the  library  up  to  September  1,  1833. 

All  officers  and  students  of  the  University,  officers  of  the  State  govern- 
ment and  members  of  the  legislature,  clergymen  of  all  denominations 
living  within  ten  miles  of  the  library,  benefactors  to  the  library  to  the 
amount  of  ^40  during  their  residence  in  Cambridge,  and  all  persons 
temporarily  residing  in  Cauibridge,  for  purposes  of  study,  may  bor- 
row books  from  the  library,  under  certain  conditions  prescribed  in  the 
laws.  "A  ready  admittance,  and  the  requisite  information  and  facili- 
ties for  examining  and  consulting  the  works,  are  afforded  to  all  visitors. 
The  privileges  granted  to  individuals  are  not  exceeded  by  those  enjoyed  at 
any  other  institution  of  a  similar  kind,  and  arc  believed  to  be  in  all  respects 
as  great  as  a  due  regard  to  general  accommodation  and  to  the  preservation 
of  the  books  would  permit." — [Preface  to  catalogue.] 

A  small  sum  is  assessed  on  tlie  students  for  the  use  of  the  library.  All 
other  persons  are  allowed  to  take  out  books  without  charge.  The  library 
is  very  much  used  for  the  purpose  of  consultation,  not  only  by  persons 
who  are  entitled  to  borrow  books,  but  by  others.  The  books  have  not 
suflTered  much  by  insects.  The  injury  has  been  confined  mostly  to  old 
hooks  infested  before  they  came  to  the  library,  and  to  some  others  which 
were  kept  in  closed  cabinets.  The  present  officers  are:  librarian,  Thad- 
deus  William  Harris,  M.  D.;  assistant.  Rev.  John  L.  Sibley;  temporary 
assistant,  Mr.  Ezra  Abbot;  janitoi;  Mr.  Thomas  Kiernan. 
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The  socktij  libraries  connected  with  the  college  contain  about  12.000 
volumes. 

Such  deficiencies  in  contemporary  literature  as  the  students  have  at  any 
time  felt  in  using  the  public  library,  they  have  attempted  to  supply  in  their 
society  libraries. 

The  oldest  society  of  students  of  Harvard  College  is  The  Institute  of 
17T0.  It  was  formed  in  that  year,  as  a  debating  club,  with  other  literary 
purposes.  Dtlferent  clubs  have  since  been  joined  to  this  society,  and  the 
library  consists  of  the  collections  formed  by  them  for  their  members  from 
the  current  literature  of  the  periods  when  they  were  purchased.  Present 
library  2,500  volumes;  annual  increase  about  one  hundred. 

The  Porcellian  Club  is  a  convivial  and  literary  club  of  many  ^'■ears 
-standing.  Considerable  annual  additions  from  the  periodical  and  other 
current  literature  are  made  to  its  library,  which  is  the  largest  society 
library  connected  with  the  university,  and  contains  a  large  number  of 
valuable  edhions.     At  present  it  consists  of  about  5,000  volumes. 

The  Hasty  Pudding  Club — a  social  and  literary  organization  founded 
in  1795 — has  a  library  which  was  established  thirteen  years  afterwards. 
It  now  contains  about  3,500  volumes.  The  annual  increase  is  now 
about  300  volumes — the  additions  being  made  at  present  solely  by  the 
donations  of  the  members.  The  intention  of  the  library  is  to  give  to  the 
members  of  the  club  those  facilities  for  reference  and  relaxation  which  are 
ordinarily  afforded  by  a  gentleman's  private  library.  It  therefore  consists 
of  a  selection  from  standard  literature,  in  collecting  which  an  especial  de- 
sign has  been  to  embrace  complete  sets  of  the  leading  reviews,  as  well  as 
the  current  literature  of  the  day. 

The  Cambridge  Alpha  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  society  is  the  oldest 
branch  of  that  institution  since  the  parent  at  Williams  College  expired. 
It  was  founded  in  1781.  For  several  years  after  that  time  a  libraiy  of 
English  standard  literature  was  collected,  which  amounts  to  about  500 
volumes.     No  additions  have  been  made  to  it  in  recent  years. 

The  Natural  History,  Rumford,  and  Herniceaa  societies — associations 
■comparatively  recently  formed — have  small,  but  increasing  libraries.  The 
Harvard  Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  society  has  a  small  library  con- 
taining merely  the  books  written  by  its  graduate  members,  and  a  collec- 
tion of  i>eriodicals.     These  may  be  set  down  together  at  500  volumes. 

The  Law  Library  was  commenced  by  the  purchase  of  the  valuable 
collection  of  Judge  Story.  It  is  in  the  building  erected  for  the  Law 
School.  It  contains  about  14,000  volumes — having  cost,  excluding 
large  donations,  more  than  $35,000.  ''It  includes  all  the  American  re- 
ports, and  the  statutes  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  those  of  ail  the 
States,  a  regular  series  of  all  the  English  reports,  including  the  Year 
Books,  and  also  the  English  statutes,  as  well  as  the  principal  treatises  in 
American  and  English  law,  besides  a  large  collection  of  Scotch,  French, 
German,  Dutch,  Spanish,  Italian,  and  other  foreign  law,  and  a  very 
ample  collection  of  (he  best  editions  of  the  Roman  or  civil  law,  togethei 
with  the  works  of  the  most  celebrated  commentators  upon  that  law." — 
[Annual  Catalogue,  1849-'50.J 

*<This  library,'-  (say  the  committee  of  overseers  in  their  annual  report 
for  1849,)  '*is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  valuable  relating  to  law  to  be 
found  in  the  country.    As  an  aid  to  study  it  cannot  be  estimated  too 
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highly.  Here  the  student  may  range  at  will  through  all  the  demesnes  of 
jurisprudence.  Here  he  may  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  books  of  his 
profession;  learning  their  true  character  and  value,  which  will  be  of  in- 
calculable service  to  him  in  his  future  labors.  Whoso  knows  how  to  use 
a  library,  possesses  the  very  keys  of  knowledge.  Next  to  knowing  the 
law,  is  knowing  where  the  law  is  to  be  found." 

The  library  is  open  for  the  use  of  students  during  the  term,  and  those 
who  desire  it  pursue  their  studies  there^  especially  in  the  preparation  of 
their  moot-court  cases. 

Several  catalogues  of  the  library  have  been  published;  one  (not,  we. be- 
lieve, the  first)  was  in  SO  pages  8vo.,  1833;  a  supplement  (16  pages  Svo.) 
contained  the  books  bequeathed  to  the  library  by  Hon.  Samuel  Livermore, 
ol'  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  A  general  catalogue  of  the  library  was  published  in 
1S34,  (22S  pages  Svo.)  This  excellent  catalogue,  prepared  by  Charles 
Sumner, esq.,  is  alphabetical,  with  a  systematic  index.  The  preface  con- 
tains an  interesting  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  library.  The  fourth  edi- 
tion, with  the  additions,  was  printed  in  1846,  in  354  pages  Svo. 

"  The  Theological  library  is  in  Divinity  Hall.  Persons  entitled  to  its 
privileges  must  be  connected  with  the  Divinity  School.  Number  of  books 
about  3,000.  They  consist  of  valuable  select  works,  principally- in 
modern  theology,  with  some  of  the  early  fathers  in  the  original.  Means 
have  been  recently  devised  to  add  to  the  library  valuable  modern  works 
in  theology  and  morals,  as  they  are  published. 

"  The  Medical  library  is  in  the  Medical  College  in  Boston.  It  isp  laced, 
there  for  the  convenience  of  students  attending  the  medical  lectures.  The 
number  of  books  is  about  1 ,200.  It  contams  all  the  elementary  works  which 
are  the  most  important  and  the  most  used  by  students.  Besides  these,  it 
has  the  wa-itings  of  the  early  Greek  and  Latin  medical  fathers  and  the 
works  of  the  later  medical  classics;  and,  waih  the  latter,  it  contains  uumej:- 
ous  valuable  modern  works." 

CAMBRIDGEPORT. 

Parish  Library — 500  vols. — This  library  was  founded  in  1849.  ''One 
hundred  volumes  were  given  by  a  member  of  the  society;  nearly  as  m.any 
more,  fomierly  belonging  to  the  Sunday  School  Teachers'  Library,  have 
been  transferred  to  this;  the  others  have  been  purchased  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  contributions  at  church."  "Every  family  belonging  to  the  society 
will  be  entitled  to  one  volume  at  a  time,  which  may  be  kept  two  weeks." 
A  catalogue  containing  8  pages  12mo.  was  printed  in  1849.  B.  L.  Whit- 
ney, librarian. 

GROTOX. 

Library  of  Lawrence  Academy — 2,650  vols. — In  1S27,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Llizur  Wright,  then  the  preceptor  of  the  academy,  the 
trustees  commenced  the  formation  of  a  library,  by  the  purchase  of  eighty- 
six  books.  Vox  ten  years  these,  without  any  additions,  were  used  by 
the  students.  They  were  the  only  ones  ever  purchased  by  the  corpora- 
tion. In  1838,  Mr.  Amos  Lawrence,  of  Boston,  made  a  donation  of  ISO 
Tolumes,  and,  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  year  1850,  his  successive 
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gifts  comprise  2,400  volumes — nearly  the  whole  collection.  Sixty  volumes 
were  presented  by  the  American  Tract  Society;  sixty-three  were  the  re- 
lics of  the  library  of  a  literary  society  formerly  connected  with  the  school; 
four  were  a  gift  from  the  corporation  of  Harvard  College,  through  the 
kindness  of  President  Sparks;  a  few  were  received  from  members  of  Con- 
gress, The  library  is  '<  well  selected,  free  from  all  corrupting  and  trashy 
literature,  and  adapted  to  form  a  taste  for  useful  and  solid  reading."  The 
library  is  open  on  Wednesday  to  the  male  pupils,  and  on  Saturday  to  the 
females.  A  catalogue  in  8vo.,  206  pages,  was  printed  at  Lowell  in  1650; 
it  is  alphabetical,  with  a  classified  index;  it  is  in  every  respect  a  well  ex- 
ecuted work.  From  the  preface,  signed  by  James  Means,  the  present 
preceptor,  we  have  gaihered  the  facts  stated  above. 

LAWRENCE, 

The  Franklin  Library — 850  vols. — The  Franklin  Library  Association 
was  incorporated  April  24,  1847,  and  possesses  850  volumes.  A  catalogue 
of  the  books  (14  pages  Timo.)  was  printed  in  1848.  The  library  is  opened 
on  Tuesdays  from  7  to  9  p.  m.,  and  on  Saturdays  from  12  m.  to  1  p.  m., 
from  4  to  5  and  from  7  to  8  p.  m.     N.  W.  Harmon,  librarian. 

LOWELL. 

City  School  Library — 7,492  vols. — Founded  in  1S44.  First  opened  for 
the  delivery  of  books  February  11,  1845.  It  contains  7,492  volumes. 
The  first  purchase  consisted  of  3,S00  volumes.  There  have  since  been 
added  from  1,000  to  1,500  volumes  annually.  The  city  drew  from  the 
State  its  proportion  of  a  fund  that  had  been  accumulating  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  school  libraries,  amounting  to  $1,215,  and  appropriated  .$2,000 
to  purchase  this  library.  The  next  year  the  appropriation  was  $1,000, 
and  since  then  it  has  been  $500  yearly  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The 
library  occupies  a  room  60  feet  by  28,  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  brick  build- 
ing belonging  to  the  city,  and  centrally  located.  The  books  are  arranged 
according  to  size,  without  regard  to  subjects,  and  each  volume  is  num- 
bered. The  first  catalogue  (printed  1844)  contains  66  pages  16mo. 
Four  annual  supplements  have  been  printed,  containing  each  21  pages. 
The  library  is  open  every  day,  except  Sunday,  from  2  to  5  and  from  7 
to  9  p.  m.  Every  citizen  may  take  books  out  of  the  library,  by  giving 
satistactory  evidence  that  they  v/ill  be  carefully  used,  and  by  paying  fifty 
cents  annually.  The  number  of  subscribers  is  about  800,  entitled  to  two 
volumes  per  week  each.     Josiah  Hubbard,  librarian. 

Library  of  the  Middlesex  Mechanics''  Ass'X:iafion — 5,386  vols. — Incor- 
porated in  1825.  Reading-room  established  1834.  The  library  contains 
5,386  volumes.  During  the  last  ten  years,  the  annual  average  expendi- 
ture for  the  purchase  of  books  has  been  $314.  In  1833-'34  the  associa- 
tion erected  a  large  building  of  brick,  at  an  expense  of  $20,486  04,  for 
all  the  purposes  of  the  asswciation.  The  library-room  is  40  feet  by  26, 
and  11  feet  high.  The  reading-room  is  of  the  same  size.  A  catalogue 
was  printed  in  1840,  containing  136  pages  8vo.  89  pages  are  devoted  to 
an  alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  books,  and  47  p:iges  to  a  classified  index, 
the  large  divisions  of  which  are  science,  history,  literature,  government, 
afid  politics.     Theology  is  inehided  under  science.     Each  division  has 
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several  subdivisions.  A  supplement  of  22  pages  was  printed  in  184^' 
All  members  of  the  association,  and  other  persons,  citizens  of  Lowell,  by 
paying  an  annual  subscription  of  six  dollars,  are  admitted  to  the  privileges 
of  the  library  and  reading-room.  The  books  are  lent  out.  The  library 
is  open  every  day  except  Sunday  from  2  till  5  o'clock  p.  m.^  and  in  th': 
evening  from  7  to  9.  Strangers  may  be  introduced  by  members  to  the 
use  of  library  and  reading-room.     Mr. Crafts,  librarian. 

NANTUCKET. 

The  AthencBum  Library — 2,552  vols. — The  Athensum  was  founded  in 
1836.  The  library  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  July,  1P46;  refurnished  and 
opened  to  the  public  in  February,  1847;  contained,  in  January,.  1849, 
2,532  volumes.  It  has  small  conch«logical  and  geological  cabinets,  a  few 
maps,  and  several  hundred  coins  of  small  value.  100  volumes  were  added 
in  1848.  A  wooden  building  was  erected  for  the  use  of  the  institution  in 
1846-'47,  containing  a  lecture-room,  library-room,  and  museum — the 
cost,  about  .$5,000.  The  library-room  is  49  feet  by  24,  and  12  feet  high. 
It  is  arranged  in  alcoves,  and  capable  of  holding  10,000  volumes.  Opened 
daily  from  1^  to  5  p.  m.,  and  on  Saturday  evenings  from  6  to  9.  Share- 
holders pay  two  dollars  per  annum,  others  three  dollars  per  annum,  for 
the  use  of  the  books.  During  the  years  1 847  and  1848,  5,230  books  were 
taken  out  each  year.     William  Mitchell,  president. 

NEWTON 

lAbrary  of  the  Theological  Seminary — 6,000  vols. — Founded  in  1825. 
Contains  6,000  volumes.  All  persons  connected  with  the  institution  are 
entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library.  The  librarian  has  discretionary  powei 
in  regard  to  lending  books  to  other  persons.  A  catalogue  was  published 
in  1833,  in  12mo.    The  Seminar}-  belongs  to  the  Baptist  denomination. 

PLYMOUTH. 

The  Old  Coloviy  Pilgrim  Society  was  formed  9th  of  November,  1819, 
for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  upon  the 
rock  of  Plymouth,  of  cherishing  the  memory  of  their  virtues  and  suffer- 
ings, and  of  preserving  such  well  authenticated  relics  as  could  then  be 
gathered.  In  1824  a  monumental  edifice  was  erected  by  the  society.  It 
is  of  un wrought  split  granite,  70  feet  in  length  by  40  in  Avidth,  and  is  y^^o 
stories  in  height.  It  has  a  handsome  Doric  portico.  The  whole  expense 
of  the  building  and  appurtenances  was  about  $15,000.  In  the  edifice  a 
room  is  set  apart  for  a  libraiy  and  a  cabinet  of  curiosities.  It  has  as  yot 
but  a  small  number  of  volumes.  It  has  also  some  manuscripts  relative  to 
our  early  history.  The  cabinet  contains  a  large  number  of  curiosities  of 
great  interest.  [See  History  of  the  Pilgrim  Society,  by  W.  Cogswell,  in 
the  American  Quarterly  Register  for  August,  1838,  pp.  82-90.] 

ROXBURY. 

Athen/T.um.  Library — 5,000  vols. — The  Roxbury  Athena&um  was  founded 
May  1,  1848.     The  library  contains  about  5,000  bound  volumes,  and 
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about  4,000  pamphlets,  and,  say,  40  maps  and  charts,  and  100  engravings. 
The  first  year,  $1,500  were  expended  for  the  Hhrary;  the  second  year, 
$600.  There  is  a  permanent  fund  of  84,000,  yielding  about  §250  per 
annum.  Many  books  have  been  received  by  donation.  The  library  is 
open  every  day  from  8  o'clock  to  11  a.  m.,  and  from  3  to  5  p.  m.  The 
price  of  a  share  is  twenty-five  dollars.  Annual  subscribers  pay  four  dol- 
lars. Three  books  may  be  taken  out  at  a  time  by  any  proprietor  or  sub- 
scriber. Over  4,000  were  taken  out  in  1S49.  A  catalogue,  250  pages  8vo., 
was  printed  in  1849.     Benjamin  Kent,  librarian. 

SALEM. 

The  Athenmim  Library— 11,000  vols.—"  The  Salem  AthenaBum,  incor- 
porated in  1810,  was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Social  and  Philosophical 
Libraries. 

"  In  the  year  1760,  a  number  of  gentlemen  signed  a  covenant  for  the 
formation  of  a  library  in  Salem,  to  be  called  the  '  Social  Library.'  The 
number  of  shares  at  the  commencement  was  thirty-two,  at  five  guineas 
per  share.  This  number  was  afterwards  increased  by  the  accession  of 
new  members.  The  library  was  first  deposited  in  the  brick  school  house 
in  School  street,  and  there  continued  till  1786,  when  it  was  removed  to 
the  new  middle  school-house,  now  the  centre  school-house,  in  Washing- 
ton street.  The  brick  school-house  was  taken  down  to  erect  on  or  near 
its  site  the  court-house ;  and  this  last  building  was  also  taken  down  in 
1839  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company.  The 
library  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  Central  Building,  Central  street, 
where  it  continued  till  the  union  and  the  formation  of  the  Athenfeum. 

"From  the  year  1775  to  1784,  no  meetings  were  held;  and  the  interest 
which  was  before  manifested  in  the  success  of  the  library  was  paralyzed 
by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  during  the  Revolution.  At  the  res- 
toration of  peace,  the  attention  of  the  proprietors  was  again  directed  to  the 
state  of  the  library.  All  fines,  forfeitures,  &c.,  that  had  been  mcurred 
during  the  above-mentioned  period,  were  cancelled,  and  it  was  determmed 
to  begin  anew.  A  fresh  impulse,  thus  imparted,  rendered  its  further  prog- 
ress successful.  In  179'(  an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained.  In  1809 
a  catalogue  was  printed.  j    r     i  •  i  r 

"  During  the  revolutionary  war,  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  a  part  of 
the  library  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Richard  Kirwan*  was  shipped  for  trans- 
portation across  the  Irish  Channel  was  captured  by  an  American  privateer. 
These  books  were  brought  into  Beverly  and  sold.  A  company  of  gentle- 
men,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  M.  Cutler,  LL.  D.,  of  Hamilton;  Rev.  J.  ^^  il- 
lard,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  and  Joshua  Fisher,  M.  D.,  of  Beverly;  Rev.  1 .  Bar- 
nard, D.  D.,  Rev  J.  Prince,  LL.  D.,  E.  A.  Holyoke,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  and 
Dr.  J.  Orne,  of  Salem,  &c.,  became  the  purchasers;  and  thus  was  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  '  Philosophical  Library.'  An  offer  of  remuneration 
was  afterwards  made  to  Dr.  Kirwan,  Avho  generously  declined  it,  express- 
ing his  satisfaction  that  his  valuable  library  had  found  so  useful  a  destina- 
tion.    Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was  the  librarian  from  the  commencement  till 

"•Dr.  Kirwan,  a  chemical  philosopher,  was  born  in  Ireland  about  the  middle  of  the  last  cen. 
tury,  and  died  in  1612.  His  principal  works  are,  'An  E-aay  on  the  po"f' .""'""  "'  '^'^'^*-  ''^'- 
ements  of  Mineralogy,'  in  two  vols.  8vo.,and  a  work  on  lo-ic,  published  in  1S03.— /-tmij/  ty- 
clopadia,  art.  Kirwan." 
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his  removal  to  Cambridge,  in  December,  17S1,  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  president  of  Harvard  University.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Prince  was  then  ap- 
jx^inted  his  successor,  and  continued  in  office  till  the  union,  in  1810.  The 
late  X.  Bowditch;  LL.  1).,  when  a  young  man,  was  enabled,  through  the 
kindness  of  the  proprietors,  to  pursue  his  studies  under  very  favorable  au- 
spices, by  having  free  access  to  this  library,  which  contained  many  im- 
portant scientific  books.  In  order  to  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  he 
felt  he  had  incurred,  he  left  in  his  will,  made  fifty  years  afterwards^  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Salem  Athenaeum. 

<'At  the  formation  of  the  Athentcuni;  the  books  w^ere  deposited  in-  the 
rooms  occupied  by  the  Social  Library.  In  April,  1S15,  they  were  removed 
to  rooms  in  Essex  Place.  In  1S2.5  they  were  again  removed  to  the  rooms 
over  the  Salem  Bank;  and  finally,  in  the  spring  of  1S41,  to  the  present 
spacious  hall  in  Lawrence  Place,  recently  fitted  for  their  reception.  The 
present  number  of  shares  is  ninety- seven.  Number  of  volumes  in  the 
library,  9,000.  They  have  been  principally  obtained  by  the  sale  of  shares, 
and  by  annual  assessments  "  * 

The  library  increases  at  an  average  rate  of  250  volumes  per  annum. 
About  .$400  are  aimually  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books.  There 
is  a  permanent  fund  for  the  increase  of  the  library  yielding  about  ijploO  a 
year.     There  have  been  several  catalogues  printed. 

Catalogue  of  the  Social  Library,  1S09    -  -  -     8vo.    42  pages. 

Do  do     Salem  Athenteum,  1811  -  -     Svo.    72     <' 

Do  do        do  do  1818  -  .     Svo.    7T     " 

Do  do         do  do  1826  -  -     Svo.    95     " 

Do  do        do  do  1842  -  -     Svo.  171     ^' 

Supplement  to  the  same  1849  -  .    Svo.    13    " 

The  catalogue  of  1842,  by  Thomas  Cole,  esq.,  consists  of  two  parts: 
the  first,  of  93  pages,  contains  the  titles  of  the  books,  systematically  ar- 
ranged; the  second  (pp.  95 — 171)  alist  of  about  1,600  pamphlets,  inserted 
alphabetically  under  the  names  of  their  respective  authors.  A  short  ac- 
couirt  of  each  author,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  is  affixed,  noticing 
the  year  of  his  birth  and  death,  the  college  or  university  at  which  he  was 
graduated,  the  principal  places  of  residence,  occupation,  &c.  It  is  skill- 
fully  and  accurately  prepared. 

The  library  is  open  every  day,  except  Sundays,  from  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
till  sunset.  Proprietors  and  their  families,  also  settled  clergymen  of  the 
city  and  neighboring  towns,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books.  Pro- 
prietors have  the  liberty  to  introduce  strangers  as  readers.  No  recoia  is 
kept  of  the  number  thus  introduced.     Charles  J.  Whipple,  librarian. 

The  library  at  present  contains  about  U  ,000  volumes.  The  pamphlets, 
about  2,000  in  number,  forming  a  very  valuable  collection,  are  mostly 
bound  in  volumes.  This  is  not  only  an  excellent  library  for  popular  use^ 
hut  it  contains  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  works  of  standard  value. 
Early  theological  and  scientific  works,  and  the  transactions  of  learned 
societies,  are  more  fully  represented  than  in  most  libraries  of  this  kind. 
The  later  additions  have  been  well  selected,  and  mostly  in  the  depart- 
ments of  modern  history,  biography,  voyages  and  travels,  and  general 
English  literature. 

Library  of  the  Essex  ListUuie— 2,522  vols. — This  society  was  incot- 

*See  introductory  remarks  to  the  catalogue,  1842. 
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porated  in  184S,  and  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society 
''incorporated  in  1S21)  and  the  Essex  County  Natural  Fiistory  Society, 
(incorporated  in  1836.)  "Ilie  library  contains  2,522  volumes,  20  MSS., 
25  maps,  30  paintings  or  engravings  of  the  former  presidents  of  the  His- 
toricalSociety,  and  some  of  the  worthies  of  New  England,  a  few  coins,  a 
t^ood  collection  of  objects  of  natural  history,  in  the  several  departments  of 
nature,  a  few  Indian  relics,  &c.  For  the  last  ten  years  about  250  volumee 
and  350  pamphlets  have  been  added  annually,  and  principally  by  dona- 
tion. For  the  same  period  about  SlOO  per  annum  have  been  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  room  is  accessible  at  all  times  to  members 
of  the  society  who  may  take  out  books.  A  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons visit  the  library  daily  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  books.  Henry 
M.  Brooks,  librarian. 

Library  of  the  Meclmnics''  Institute — 3,000  vols. 

Note. — For  the  following  additional  information  respecting  public 
libraries  in  Salem  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Henry  Wheatland,  of  that  city: 

The  East  India  Marino  Society  has  a  library  containing  300  volumes, 
some  20  or  30  of  which  are  manuscript  journals  of  sea  voyages,  &c.  The 
museum  belonging  to  this  society  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  inter- 
esting in  the  country.     Charles  M.  Endicott,  president. 

This  society,  whose  membership  is  confined  to  those  who  have  doubled 
Cape  Horn  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  masters  of  vessels,  was  formed 
in  1799,  and  incorporated  in  1801.  A  catalogue  of  the  museum,  &c., 
was  printed  in  1831,  (178  pp.  8vo.) 

The  Essex  Southern  District  Medical  Society,  formed  in  1805,  consists 
of  those  members  of  the  Medical  Society  residing  in  Salem  and  the  other 
towns  in  tiie  southern  section  of  the  county.  The  library  contains  1,000 
volumes,  and  is  located  in  the  Lyceum  Building.  Dr.  E.  B.  Peirson, 
librarian . 

The  Essex  Agricultural  Society,  formed  in  1818  under  the  auspices  of 
the  late  Hon.  T.  Pickering,  its  first  president,  has  Avithin  a  lev/  m:nths  past 
purchased  the  agricultural  library  of  the  late  Henry  Colman,  containing 
625  volumes.  These,  with  a  few  volumes  previously  in  its  possession, 
will  make  the  library  contain  650  volumes.  It  is  deposited  in  a  room  ia 
the  City  Hall,  Salem.     John  VV.  Proctor,  of  Danvers,  president. 

The  Sulem  Evangelical  Library,  founded  in  1818,  contains  1,400  vol- 
umes.    Rev.  B.  Emerson,  D.  D.,  librarian. 

Besides  these,  three  religious  societies  possess  libraries  containing  to- 
gether 2,500  volumes;  the'public  school  libraries  contain  3,000  volumes; 
the  Sabbath  school  libraries  8,000  volumes— making  an  aggregate,  in- 
cluding tbe  Athenaeum,  the  Mechanics'  Library,  and  the  library  of  the 
Essex  Institute,  of  34,192  volumes  in  the  public  libraries  of  the  city. 

WILLIAMSTOWN. 

Williams  College  Libraries— 10 ,559  vols.— The  college  library  was 
founded  contemporaneously  with  the  college  in  1793,  and  contains  at 
present  5,993  volumes,  the  charts  oi  the  United  States  coast  survey,  and  a 
very  few  coins.  The  yearly  average  increase  for  the  last  ten  years  has 
been  188  volumes.  Yearly  expenditure,  ^190.  A  brick  building  was 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  library,  by  Hon.  Amos  LawrencejOf 
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Boston,  in  1847,  at  a  cost  of  $7,000.  It  is  called  Lawrence  Hall,  In 
form  it  is  a  regular  octagon,  each  side  19  feet,  and  is  found  to  be  very  con 
venient.  A  catalogue,  51  pages  Svo.,  was  printed  in  1845.  The  first  was 
printed  in  1794,  otliers  in  1812  and  1828.  The  library  is  opened  one 
hour  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  during  term  time.  The  students  ol 
the  two  lower  classes  pay  40  cents  each;  per  term,  for  the  use  of  books; 
those  of  the  two  upper  classes  pay  50  cents  each.  Books  are  lent  out  to 
clergymen  and  other  literary  gentlemen,  even  at  a  distance  from  the  col- 
lege, at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian.  About  800  are  taken  out  annually. 
Prof  John  Tatlock,  librarian. 

Besides  the  college  library,  are  the  libraries  of  two  societies  of  under- 
graduates of  the  college: 

The  Philologian  Society  Library  -  -  -  2,416  vols. 

Philotechnian  Society  Library      ....  2,150     " 

As  the  building  erected  for  the  library  of  this  college  is  one  of  the  few, 
in  the  planning  of  which  the  internal  conveniences  have  been  primarily 
consulted,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  in  this  place  a  somewhat  minute 
description  of  it. 

It  was  required  to  erect  a  building  for  a  library  of  6,000  volumes,  capa 
ble  oi  accommodating  30,000,  and  of  being  extended  so  as  to  hold  50,000, 
or  more,  without  interfering  with  the  part  first  built.     The  edifice  was  to 
be  of  brick,  substantial  and  tasteful,  and  not  to  cost  more  than  $7,000. 
These,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  somewhat  difficult  conditions  to  meet. 

The  building  is  in  form  a  regular  octagon,  each  side  19  feet,  the  whole 
height  40  feet.  The  elevation  presents  a  principal  story  of  the  Ionic  order, 
with  arched  windows,  one  on  each  side,  and  plain  pilasters.  There  is  a 
rusticated  basement  13  feet  in  height.  The  entrance  is  by  a  single  door 
in  one  face  of  the  octagon.  This  door  opens  upon  a  vestibule,  from  which 
rises  a  circular  staircase  conducting  to  the  library  story,  and  intended, 
when  the  increase  of  the  library  may  demand  it,  to  be  carried  up  to  the 
galleries.  Leaving,  for  the  present,  the  basement,  we  will  notice  the  prin- 
cipal story.  This  is  occupied  as  the  library.  It  is  lighted  from  the  sides 
and  the  top;  is  cheerful,  airy,  and  elegant.  In  the  centre  is  a  circular 
colonade  of  8  Ionic  pillars,  from  which  springs  a  dome,  surmounted  by 
a  lantern.  The  cases  for  the  books  are  to  be  placed  against  the  walls,  and 
radiating  from  the  columns  to  the  corners  of  the  octagon,  thus  dividing 
the  room  into  8  alcoves  and  a  circular  area  in  the  centre.  One  of  these 
alcoves  contains  a  circular  staircase.  The  shelves  at  first  built  are  only 
7  feet  high,  and  will  contain  say  10,000  volumes.  When  more  shelves 
are  required,  a  light  iron  gallery  is  to  be  laid  upon  the  top  of  the  cases, 
and  another  set  of  shelves,  also  7  feet  in  height,  is  to  be  placed  upon  the 
first.  'I  his  gallery  is  reached  by  a  continuation  of  the  circular  staircase, 
one  staircase  being  sufficient  for  so  compact  a  library.  The  room  v,  ill 
admit  three  such  tiers  of  shelves.  Thus  the  apartment  will  hold  30,000 
volumes;  all  of  which  may  be  reached  without  the  use  of  movable  lad- 
ders. ''I'he  librarian's  desk  is  in  the  centre;  from  it  he  can  see,  by  simply 
turning  round,  every  person  and  every  book  in  the  room. 

The  basement  is  divided  into  rooms  corresponding  in  shape  to  the  al- 
coves of  the  library.  One  of  these  divisions  and  the  central  area  form 
together  a  lobby  communicating  with  the  several  rooms.  Another  of  the 
divisions  is  occupied  by  the  stairs.  Two  others  form  a  room  for  the  meet- 
iijgs  oi  the  trustees  and  for  a  reading-room,  of  periodicals.     The  division 
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f  the  octagon  directly  behind  the  stairs,  serves  as  an  entrance  to  the  cel- 
ar  and  as  a  lumber-room.  The  first  room  on  the  left  of  the  lobby  is  the 
: packing- room,"  into  which  all  boxes  of  books  are  to  he  first  brought,  to 
■e  unpacked  and  examined.  All  books  to  be  bound,  or  to  be  sent  away 
Dr  any  pmpose,  should  be  invoiced  and  packed  here.  A  dumb-waiter 
omnmnicates  with  the  library  above.  Next  to  the  packing  room,  and 
pening  into  it,  is  the  librarian's  room;  next  to  that  a  room  for  engravings, 
aanuscripts,  and  other  articles  which  require  to  be  kept  apart  from  the 
dncipal  collection  and  guarded  with  special  care. 

WORCESTER. 

Library  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  -18,000  vols  —The  Amer- 
3an  Antiquarian  Society  was  incorporated  October  24, 1812.  The  present 
lumber  of  volumes  in  the  library  somewhat  exceeds  18,000.  Its  manu- 
cripts,  though  of  much  interest  to  the  student  of  New  England  history, 
annot  readily  be  enumerated.  Many  maps,  charts,  engravings,  medals, 
fcc,  belong  to  the  collection.  The  average  annual  increase,  for  the  last 
en  years,  has  been  404  books  and  1,048  pamphlets.  The  accessions  to 
he  library  are  chiefly  donations.  There  is  no  fund  solely  for  the  pur- 
;hase  of  books,  and  no  regular  appropriation.  The  general  funds  of  the 
ociety  amount  to  .S30,038  33.  About  $200  were  expended  in  1848.  A 
)rick  building  was  erected  in  1820  at  a  cost  of  about  .-^10,000.  It  consists 
if  a  central  edifice  50  by  40  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  with  wings  each 
>8  by  20  feet,  also  two  stories  high.  The  only  catalogue  which  has  been 
mblished  was  printed  in  1837,  and  contains  582  pages  royal  8vo.  The 
egular  hours  for  keeping  the  library  open  are  from  9  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m., 
md  from  2  to  5  p.  m.;  Saturday  afternoons  excepted.  The  library  is  free 
o  the  public  for  use  on  the  premises.  But  books  are  not  lent  out,  except 
hat,  by  a  special  act  of  the  council  in  each  case,  permission  may  be  had  to 
ake  books  from  the  town,  a  bond  being  given  for  their  safe  return.  It  is 
mpossible  to  say  how  many  persons  consult  the  library  annually.  The 
lumber  is  very  large.     Samuel  F.  Haven,  librarian. 

The  preface  to  the  catalogue  contains  the  following  sketch  of  the  histo- 
:y  of  this  library,  which,  fiom  its  public  interest,  we  insert  in  full: 
j  The  library  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  owes  its  origin  to  the 
;ound  judgment  and  sagacious  foresight,  not  less  than  to  the  public  spirit 
luid  zeal  for  the  diftusion  of  knowledge,  which  marked  the  character  of 
llsaiah  Thomas,  the  venerable  founder  of  the  institution.  The  important 
jonlributions  made  by  Dr.  Thomas,  both  as  an  author  and  a  printer,  to  the 
iause  of  good  learning,  need  not  here  be  repeated;  they  already  form  a  part 
)f  our  public  history.  From  his  press  much  of  the  early  literature  ol  the 
country  was  supplied,  and  to  his  pen  was  it  occasionally  indebted  for  sug- 
gestions and  illustiations,  in  the  form  of  notes,  prefaces  and  cippendices, 
living  increased  value  to  the  publications  which  issued  under  his  auspices. 
His  <' History  of  Printing,"  written  after  his  retirement  from  business, 
was  the  fruit  of  his  past  industry  and  research,  and  is  a  standard  work  on 
tlie  shelves  of  our  principal  libraries.  n-      •  r 

During  his  active  period  of  life,  while  engaged  in  the  publication  ot 
books,  to  an  extent  which  kept  nearly  twenty  presses  in  constant  operation, 
and  at  the  same  time  in  conducting  a  magazuie  and  newspaper  ot  wide 

irculation,  Mr.  Thomas  necessarily  collected  many  books,  pamphlets,  aua 
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papers,  v.'hich  already  constituted  a  library  of  considerable  magnitude 
To  this  he  subsequently  made  additions  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  o 
his  History.^  After  the  publication  of  that  work,  he  justly  considered  th. 
library  which  he  had  been  gradually  gathering,  as  a  treasure  of  too  mud 
valne  to  society  to  be  hoarded  in  private  while  he  lived,  and  perhaps  scat 
tered  to  the  four  winds  at  his  decease.  He  was  led  by  this  consideratioi 
to  propose  an  association  for  collecting  and  preserving  the  materials  of  his 
tory,  to  whose  charge  he  might  intrust  his  literary  treasures,  for  the  use  o 
the  present  and  future  generations,  and  with  the  fond  expectation  that  the3 
would  be  the  embryo  of  a  collection  hereafter  to  rival  the  fomous  libiarie: 
of  Europe.  His  design  was  submitted  to  his  friends,  with  whose  advict 
and  assistance  he  matured  a  plan  of  organization  lor  the  American  Anti 
quarian  Society,  and  procured  an  act  of  incorporation  October  24,  1 812 
He  was  elected  the  first  president,  and  continued  in  that  office  till  hij 
decease,  April  4,  1831,  at  the  age  of  82. 

Immediately  after  the  incorporation  of  the  society,  Mr.  Thomas  bestowec 
upon  it  his  library,  then  composed  of  about  3,000  bound  volumes,  a  ffreai 
number  of  pamphlets,  and  a  series  of  newspapers  far  more  complete  ^han 
any  other  existing  in  America.  Soon  afterwards  a  donation  of  900  volumes 
was  received  through  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Crocker,  a  descendam 
of  the  Mather  family,  (in  part  a  gift  from  herself,  and  partly  a  purchase  bj 
Mr.  Thomas,)  being  the  remains  of  the  library  formerly  belonging  to  In- 
crease and  Cotton  Mather,  the  most  ancient  in  Massachusetts,  if  not  in 
the  United  States.  A  valuable  addition  was  also  made  to  the  library  and 
cabinet  by  the  legacy  of  Rev.  William  Bentley,  D.  D.,  of  Salem.  The 
books  bequeathed  by  Dr.  Bentley  amounted  to  several  hundred  volumes, 
prmcipally  German  editions  and  in  the  German  tongue,  besides  a  collectiori 
of  oriental  manuscripts,  including  a  splendid  illuminated  copy  of  the 
Koran,  and  several  connrientaries  thereon. 

Our  munificent  .founder  continued  to  cherish  the  child  of  his  old  age 
with  truly  parental  assiduity.  Every  year  he  made  liberal  donations  of 
books  and  rare  curiosities,  some  of  which  were  procured  by  him  at  consid- 
erable expense.  The  whole  amount  of  his  donations  in  books  was  between 
7,000  and  8,000  bound  volumes,  a  large  number  of  unbound  tracts,  and 
the  greater  proportion  of  all  the  newspapers  now  belonging  to  the  society. 
He  was  at  the  charge  of  printing  the  first  volume  of  Transactions,  pub- 
hshed  in  1*^20.  In  the  same  year  he  erected  the  edifice  now  occupied  by 
the  society,  and  gave  it  for  their  exclusive  use.  And  to  crown  his  bene- 
factions and  place  the  existeni-e  and  usefulness  of  the  institution  bevond 
the  reach  of  ordinary  vicissitude,  he  endowed  it,  at  his  decease,  with  a 
fund,  which,  if  not  equal  to  all  its  wants,  is  ample  compared  with  many 
other  institutions,  and  will  probably  enable  it  heieafier  to  do  good  service 
in  the  republic  of  letters. 

There  are  many  other  benefactors  of  the  society  entitled  to  their  grati- 
tude, among  whom  it  maybe  permitted  to  the  committee  charged  with  the 
publication  of  the  catalogue  to  name  the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,our 
present  president,  whose  solicitude  tor  the  interests  of  the  institution  has 
been  unceasing,  and  who  has  enriched  the  library  with  manv  volumes  of 
great  price  and  rarity.  3Ir.  Thomas  Wallcut,  of  Boston,  has  been  the  do- 
nor of  a  large  collection  of  old  books  and  pamphlets,  especially  suited  to 
the  objects  and  taste  of  the  antiquary.  The  names  of  all  donors,  even  of  a 
single  volume  or  tract,  or  any  article  of  curiosity,  are  entered  on  our  records, 


45  [120] 

.nd  will  be  transmitted,  on  the  list  of  our  patrons,  to  those  who  may  come 

■^^Soon' after  the  incorporation  of  the  society,  the  national  government 
nade  provision  for  supplying  us  with  copies  of  the  public  laws  and  docu- 
nents  The  legislatures  of  several  of  the  States  have  generously  made  a 
imilar  provision.  The  government  of  Massachusetts  furnishes  two  sets  _ 
If  all  the  publications  ordered  by  the  legislature,  including  the  statutes 
md  judicial  reports.  These  documents  compose  a  valuable  portion  ot  our 
ibraryjand  should  the  examj.le  be  imitated  by  the  other  States  of  the 
Jnion,  a  collection  of  public  documents  would  soon  be  formed  whose 
mportance  to  the  statesman  and  the  historian  cannot  be  too  highly  esti. 

^  T^he  present  [1837]  number  of  bound  volumes  in  the  libraiy  is  about 

L2,060;includiig  upwards  of  1 ,200  vohmies  of  pamphlets,  and  '"ore  tliim 

00  bound  volumes  of  newspapers.  There  are  about  500  pamphlets  yet  un- 

ound,  exclusive  of  duplicitL,  and  nearly  ^ .'7,  7 ^^rtLleToludon 
lewsnapers.  Nearly  all  the  American  papers  printed  before  the  Revolution 
ire  in  this  coUeciion,  and  of  some  of  the.n  a  more  complete  series  is  here 
;o  be  found  than  is  anywhere  else  m  existence.  ..,-.ii..ti.nt 

The  manuscripts  of  the  society  are  of  considerable  value  especial  y  that 
portion  of  them  which  relates  to  the  early  ecclesiastical  I'story  ot  New 
England.  They  embrace  many  of  the  papers  ef  the  Mathers-Richmd 
h  ciea  e  Cotton,  and  Samuel;  those  of  John  Cotton,  minister  o  the  first 
.  mch  m  Boston,  and  of  John  Cotton,  the  second,  minister  of  Plymouth 
There  are  many  other  manuscripts  which  have  already  been  consulted 
wh  advantage  by  authors,  and  others  who  have  had  occasion  to  un-esti- 
gate  the  vene?able^ecords  of  the  past.  The  lapse  of  years  will  add  to  their 
fmportance:  and  those  time-defaced  pages,  which  are  now  mere lyglanced 
al  as  obps  of  curiosity,  will  hereafter  be  studied  with  an  intense  and 

''¥he"caSnet  of  the  society  is  not  yet  of  great  extent.  The  f  Ucles  of 
most  interest  are  those  illustrating  the  manners  of  our  fa  hers  and  he 
weapo  s  of  war,  articles  of  apparel,  and  domesUc  utensils  of  tl^  abo- 
riS  of  North  America.  Specimens  of  this  kind,  of  American  origin, 
arrmore  to  be  desired  by  an  American  Society  of  Antiquaries,  than  any 
a  tides  however  rare  or  antique,  brought  hither  fmm  the  ransacked  do - 
mah  s  of  the  Old  World.  The  cabinet  contains  a  col  ection  ot  coins,  com- 
mrrtvelv  small,  but  amounting  to  nearly  2,000  pieces,  of  which,  how- 
ever many  are  duplicates.  Among  them  is  a  considerable  number  of 
coh  s  of  life  Romai^Empire,  and  a  few  said  to  be  «f  f  ^^J-- .--^^^^ 
antiquity.  It  is  believed  there  are  specimens  of  nearly  all  the  pie.es  ol 
money  ever  struck  in  the  present  United  States.  .,   i  •    ,  kn,-l  liner 

The  library  and  cabinet  of  the  institution  are  deposited  m  a  building, 
in  he  construction  and  occupation  of  which  great  P-cauUon  u^  been 
t-ikpu  for  the  security  of  the  treasures  accumulated  withm  its  wall^. 

TlolecLT^^  of  "Archa^ologia  Americana"   has  lately  issued 

from  tL  piess.  The  long  delay  which  took  place  between  the  appearance 
of  he  fiiJ^t  and  of  the  second  volume  is  to  be  imputed  not  to  the  wan  of 
matenals  fo'  the  publication,  or  inclination  to  spread  them  before  the 
^ublicrburto  the  want  of  sufiicient  funds,  which  have  but  recently  come 

'"^i^^SSi^^ketSTorSngiu  of  the  society,  its  ol^ects,  history, 
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and  present  condition,  it  is  hoped  by  the  committee  will  not  be  deemed  a: 
unsuitable  introduction  to  this  volinne. 

A  catalogue  of  the  library  has  long  been  a  desideratum,  not  only  to  th 
members  of  the  society,  but  to  all  who  sought  access  to  their  archives 
Without  such  an  index,  a  great  portion  of  our  volumes  were  no  better  thai 
.  sealed  books  to  every  inquirer  who  had  not  time  or  patience  to  seek 
among  the  undigested  mass,  for  such  dates  and  facts  as  he  desired  to  as 
certain.  The  catalogue  now  published  is  almost  wholly  the  work  of  th. 
late  lamented  librarian,  Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  whose  decease  the  soci 
ety  deplores  as  an  irreparable  loss.  It  was  prepared  by  him  with  grea 
care  and  labor,  and  is  a  monument  of  his  untiring  industry.  It  has  beei 
completed  and  brought  up  to  the  present  date,  by  the  acting  librarian 
Maturm  L.  Fisher,  esq.  Its  accuracy,  as  far  at  least  as  regards  the  bounc 
books,  has  been  since  subjected  to  the  test  of  a  careful  comparison  of  itj 
titles  with  the  correspondent  volumes  on  the  shelves  of  the  library.  It  is 
in  the  alphabetical  form,  which  has  been  generally  adopted  by  librarians. 
as  more  simple  in  its  arrangement  and  more  convenient  for  reierence,  than. 
a  systematic  index.  The  plan  pursued  was  to  give  the  name  of  the  author 
when  known,  and  where  the  work  is  anonymous,  briefly  to  slate  the  sub- 
ject. Each  letter  of  the  alphabet  has  been  paged  by  itself,  to  facilitate  the 
insertion  of  future  additions  under  the  respective  letters,  and  thus  render 
a  new  edition  of  the  whole  catalogue  unnecessary,  at  least  for  several 
years.  Our  list  of  books,  it  will  be  observed,  contains  an  unusual  propor- 
tion of  tracts,  for  which  reason  it  is  swollen  to  a  size  somewhat  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  solid  contents  of  the  library.  But  we  prize  this  large  col- 
lection of  pamphlets,  as  a  most  important  part  of  those  materials  for  his- 
tory which  it  is  the  great  object  of  the  society  to  preserve;  and  if  the  list 
was  confined  to  these  alone,  we  should  judge  it  of  sufficient  consequence 
to  warrant  a  publication. 

A  written  catalogueof  manuscripts,  very  minute  in  its  tides  and  details, 
is  now  in  a  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  kept  in  the  hbrary  for  the 
inspection  of  all  who  may  have  occasion  to  consult  it. 

By  order  of  the  Council: 

JOHN  PARK. 

The  catalogue  of  this  invaluable  collection  will  ere  long  be  reprinted, 
with  the  additions  since  the  time  of  the  first  printing.  Prepared  by  the 
present  learned  and  able  librarian,  it  will  be  a  very  important  contribution 
to  the  means  of  investigaung  the  early  history  of  New  England.  This 
society  has  taken  measures  to  commence  the  project  of  stereotyping  by 
tides,  so  that  each  library  in  the  country,  while  it  secures  a  permanent 
catalogue  of  its  own  treasures,  will  help  form  the  general  printed  and  ste- 
reotyped catalogue  of  all  the  libraries.  This  plan,  proposed  some  years 
ago  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  has  received  a  new  impulse  through 
the  favor  and  support  Avhich  has  been  accorded  it  by  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety.  ^ 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Haven  for  the  following  additional  particulars 
respecting  this  library: 

"A  prominent  feature  in  the  collection  is  the  Mather  Libranj,  consisting 
of  about  1,000  volumes,  and  containing  probably  the  greater  portion  of  the 
books  owned  by  Increase  and  Cotton  xMather,  as  well  as  those  of  Richard, 
the  father  of  Increase.     The  first  two  were  emphatically  the  scholars  of 
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heir  clay,  in  New  England;  and  the  works  they  collected  fairly  represent 
he  Hterature  and  learning  of  their  time,  whether  historical,  theological,  or 
netaphysical,  or  relating  to  the  natural  sciences.  This  is  perhaps  the 
)ldest  private  library  in  the  country  that  has  been  transmitted  frorn  one 
reneration  to  another.  It  was  obtained  from  Mrs.  Hannah  JMather  Crock- 
!r,  grand-daughter  of  Cotton  Mather,  and  only  remaining  representative 
)f  the  family  in  Boston— partly  by  gift  and  partly  by  purchase.  It  is  call- 
;d  in  the  records  'The  remains  of  the  ancient  library  of  the  Mathers,' 
md  was  considered  by  Isaiah  Thomas  as  'the  oldest  library  in  New  Eng- 
and,  if  not  in  the  United  States.'  With  these  books  was  obtained  a  large 
collection  of  tracts  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  Mathers:  the  latter 
consisting  of  sermons,  diaries,  correspondence,  and  common-places. 
Many  of  the  tracts  are  political,  and  relate  to  the  period  of  the  Pvevolutiou 
md  the  Commonwealth  in  England.  Taken  togefher,  this  Mather  coi- 
.ection  is  unique,  and  of  great  historical  value. 

"The  pamphlets  hrmnwother  prominent  and  somewhat  peculiar  fea- 
ture. They  undoubtedly  contain  a  greater  number  and  variety  of  fugitive 
Dublications,  such  as  illustrate  the  character  and  spirit  of  the  time,  than 
can  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  country.  Those  of  ancient  dale  are  nu- 
merous and  curious. 

"  The  newspapers  begin  with  the  first  number  of  the  first  paper  prmted 
in  the  United  States;  and,  though  the  series  is  not  perfect,  it  is,  taking 
the  whole  period  together,  the  most  perfect  that  has  been  preserved.  The 
collection  of  f///na/iac5  is,  also,  the  most  complete  and  curious  that  can 
probably  be  found  in  the  country.  The  manuscripts  are  chiefly  such  as  il- 
tustrate  New  England  history.  Many  are  theological;  some  are  treatises 
iud  commentarie's  that  have  not  been  printed.  There  are  many  letters 
vvritten  by  or  addressed  to  the  original  settlers  and  their  immediate  descend- 
ants. There  are  a  few  diaries,  and  an  untold  quantity  of  manuscript  ser- 
mons. Besides  those  of  an  cdder  period,  a  massof  military  papers  relating  to 
the  American  Revolution  belong  to  the  society,  which,  at  the  request  of 
the  State  government,  have  been  deposited  in  the  State  House  at  Boston. 

''  As  to  paintings  and  engravings,  besides  the  family  portraits  of  the 
Mathers,  five  in  number,  the  society  possesses  an  original  portrait  of  Wni- 
throp  (received  from  the  late  William  VVinthrop,  of  Cambridge,)  together 
with  the 'stone  pot,  tipped  and  covered  with  a  silver  lydd,'  containmg  the 
genealogy  of  the  direct  line  in  which  that  heir-loom,  the  pot,  had  de- 
scended. This  stone  pot  is  referred  to  in  Savage's  edition  of  Winthrop's 
journal.  We  have  also  portrait  of  Endicott,  Higginson,  John  Rogers,  the 
martyr;  Governors  Burnett  and  Leverett;  Hannah  Adams;  our  late  presi- 
dents, Isaiah  Thomas  and  Thomas  L.  Winthrop;  Mr.  Baldwin,  late  libra- 
rian; Charles  Paxton,  by  CJopley;  Judge  Chandler,  &c.;  and  a  very  con- 
siderable collection  of  engraved  heads  in  frames,  bequeathed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Bentley,  of  Salem. 

"  There  are  also  many  curious  and  rare  old  maps  and  charts.'' 

Library  of  the  College  of  the  Holy  CVosv— 4,220  ro/i-.— founded  in 
1843;  contains  about  4,000  volumes,  besides  many  maps,  charts,  engra- 
vings and  pieces  of  music,  and  650  coins  and  medals.  It  is  opened  every 
day.  The  professors  of  the  college,  and  such  of  the  students  as  have  spe- 
dal  leave  from  the  president,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books.  Books 
are  occasionally  lent  out  to  persons  at  a  distance  from  the  college.  J. 
O'Callaghan,  librarian. 
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A  society  of  students  possesses  a  library  of  220  volumes. 

The  Library  of  the  Mechanics'  Institute  contains  over  1,000  volump 
nearly  all  ot  them  choice  scientific  works  recently  selected.  About  <-3( 
per  annum  are  now  applied  to  the  increase  of  the  library.  "" 

The  Lyceum  Library  contains  1 ,300  volume?,  selected  with  care  Tl 
sum  expended  tor  books  last  year  was  $100,  which  is  perhaps  about  tl 
average  annual  amount. 

The  Library  of  ihe  Mamial  Labor  Hi orh  School,  established  bv  the  Ba 
tists  m  \b32,  contains  about  500  volumes. 

PUBLIC    SCHOOL    LIBRARIES    IN    MASSACHUSETTS. 

From  the  twelfth  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  education,  prt 
sented  November,  lb48,  we  learn  that  the  number  of  volumes  in  th 
school  libraries  was  91,539,  and  their  estimated  value  $42,707  "• 
wou  d  be  difficult,"  adds  the  secretary,  ^^to  mention  any  way  in  whic 
a  million  of  dollars  could  be  more  beneficially  expended  than  iti  supplvin 
the  requisite  apparatus  and  libraries  for  our  common  schools." 

There  are  sixty-seven  incorporated  academies  in  the  State  many  c 
which  possess  libraries.     Some  few  of  these  have  already  been  noticed 

Most  of  the  re  igious  societies  possess  also  Su?iday  school  librari'S 
i  he  number  of  volumes  it  is  difficult  to  estimate.  It  must,  ho^vever  b 
very  large  These  books  exert  a  powerful  influence  in  literature  no  les 
than  m  religion  and  morals. 

Social  libraries  exist  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  towns  in  the  State!  i 
Some  ofthese  have  been  noticed,  but  only  a  small  part  of  all  that  existl 
of  them     ^  "^      ""^  ^°  ^^^^^"""^  ^'''"'^  information  respecting  the  whoh 

By  chapter  52,  statutes  of  IS-IS,  the  State  legislature  authorizes  th( 
C2iyof  Boston  to  establish  a  public  library,  and  to  expend  .$5,000  a  yea" 
ll"  lm''^'&  iF-  ^'?fr'^  ^'^«  P^-e^^ent  mayor  of  the  city,  has  presentee 
J1,()00.  Hon.  Ldward  Lverett  has  given  a  valuable  collection  of  public 
documents,  comprising  more  than  1,000  volumes.  Many  books  have  also 
been  received  from  Mr.  Yattemare.  Mr.  Winthrop,  present  Senator  fron- 
tlus  btate,  has  also  presented  the  documents  of  the  general  ffovornmem 
tor  about  ten  years.  °       i^i-^i^ii 


RHODE   ISLAND 

NEWPORT. 


Rcdu-ood  Library-A,000  vols.-A  catalogue   (95  pages  8vo.)  of  thi£ 

orl'^f  7«  P"'^I-l^ed  in  1S43.*     The  p-efac^e  co,itaii/s  the  following  f;IL 

lolltn'fi  •  "^  this  venerable  institution,  which  has  been  thou|ht  to 

possess  sufficient  general  interest  to  warrant  its   publication,  with  some 

omissions,  m  this  place:  1 

«n!l'nil-f  ^'''l'-'''';'^^^-^'^^'^^^"^   Athenaeum  owes  its  origin  to  a   literary 
??iP'^^!;:;"P'^^^^.l  '''"^'"^'y^  which  was  established  in   Newport  in  the  yeL\ 
nfit  Ju''  fw'""^^^  '''^'  composed  of  some  of  the  most  respectable   men 
of  the  town  of  Newport,  aUhat^eriod  one  ef  the  most  remarkable  m   the| 

*  A  catalogue  had  also  been  printed  in  17G4,  in  octavo. 
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merican  colonies,  for  its  wealth,  JRarninp:,  anrl  public  spirit,  [ts  origin 
;  connected  with  a  splendid  name  in  literature  and  piiilosophy.  The 
jlebrated  Bishop  Berkeley,  who  resided  at  this  time  on  Rhode  Island, 
icouraged  the  tormation  of  this  institution,  and  participated  in  its  dis- 
issions.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  some  of  its  members;  and  the 
larm  of  his  conversation,  undoubtedly,  gav6  adehghtful  iriterest  to  its 
.eetings.  Berkeley  resided  on  Rhodd  Island  from  January,  1729,  to 
eptember,  1731;  and  from  frequent  intercourse  with  these  vigorous- 
inded  men,  derived  that  knowledge  of  American  character  which 
•onipted  his  muse  to  utter  the  prophetic  declaration,  'Westward  the  star 
'empire  takes  its  way.' 

<<  At  that  period,  the  advantages  of  the  association  depuided  on  a  sys- 
m  of  weekly  (Jebates  and  conversations  upon  questions  of  utility  orin- 
rest.  The  formation  of  a  library  was,  subsequently,  considered  by  them 
1  one  of  the  most  powerful  means  of  accomplishing  their  original  pur- 
>se,  '  the  promotion  of  knowledge  and  virtue.'  The  system  of  debates 
as  gradually  laid  aside,  and  the  energies  of  the  society  were  solely  di- 
eted to  the  collection  of  valuable  books.  Had  the  establishment  of  a  li- 
ary  constituied,  originally,  an  object  of  the  society,  the  valuable  books 
ven  by  Bishop  Berkeley  to  Yale  College  and  Harvard  University,  on  his 
iparfure  from  Newport,  in  1731,  would  undoubtedly  have  been  presented 
'  liim  to  this  institution,  to  individual  members  of  which  he  was  strongly 
tached. 

<•'  In  the  accomplishment  of  this  new  object,  a  great  impulse  was  given 
'  Abraham  Redwood,  esq.,  who,  in  1747,  placed  at  the  disjwsal  of  the 
ciely  £500  sterling,  for  the  purchase  of  standard  books  in  London.  To 
ve  permanence  and  usefulness  to  his  donation,  Mr.  Redwood  enjoined 
I  the  society  the  duty  of  erecting  an  edifice  as  a  depository  for  such  books 
might  be  purchased.  In  pursuance  of  their  object,  a  charter  of  incor- 
fation  was  obtained  in  1747,  and  the  society,  in  honor  of  their  most  lib- 
al  benefActor,  asumed '  the  name  of  the  Redwood  Library  Company. 
)r  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  five  thousand  pounds  were  almost 
imediately  subscribed  by  different  citizens  of  the  town.  Heny  Collins,* 
q.,  proved  a  noble  coadjutor  of  Mr.  Redwood,  and  presented,  in  June, 
4S,  to  the  company,  the  lot  of  land  then  called  Bowling  Green,  on 
lich  the  present  library  edifice  now  stands. 

"  The  library  building,  which  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  Doric  or- 
r,  was  commenced  in  174S  and  f-.ompleted  in  1750.  The  plan  was 
rnished  by  Joseph  Harrison ,t  esq.,  assistant  architect  of  Blenheim 
3U'e,  England.  He  also  superintended  the  erection  of  the  edifice, 
th  the  committee  of  the  company,  consisting  of  Samuel  Wickham, 
3nry  Collins,  and  John  Tillinghast.  The  master-builders  were,  Wing 
looner,  Samuel  Green,  Thomas  ftlelville  and  Israel  Chapman.  The 
ncipal  front  is  ornamented  with  a  portico  of  four  Doric  columns,  seven- 
la  feet  in  height,  and  projecting  nine  feet  from  the  walls  of  the  building. 


"  Henry  Collin?  \tos  a  niercJiant  of  Newport,  distinguished  for  his  wealth,  liberality  and  taste. 
employed  Smibeit,  who  came  nut  with  Dean  Bcrkelfiy,  to  tiike  the  portraits  of  Gallendci-, 
p,  Hitchcor.k,  and  tJuikrley.  Smibert.was  an  excellent  artist,  and  had  been  previoupiy 
ronized,  wliilcat  Florence,  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany.  The  portrait  of  Henry  Colling, 
an  by  Sm:bert,  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  some  branch  of  thoFlagg  family;  but  the 
prieiore  of  iJie  library  have  not,  as  yet,  oeen  enaliled  to  obtnin  it." 
"  Harrieon  was  architect  of  the  beautiful  little  Episeofid  church  in  Cambridge." 

Mis.— 4 


[IvO]  60 

Thi'.  etlifiTe  consists  o(  a  main  building,  and  two  small  wings*  on  eac 
siilo,  ranging  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  west  end  of  the  bnilding.  T\ 
wings  fnrnish  two  rooms,  of  ahont  twelve  feet  square.  The  principal  1 
brary  room,  occnpying  the  whole  of  the  main  building,  is  thirty  seve 
feel  long,  twenty  six  feet  broad,  aud  nineteen  feet  in  height.  The  edifi< 
is  lighted  by  §even  whole  windows  and  three  attic  windows  in  tlie  ea 
and  west  ends." 

"  The  library  building,  on  the  outside,  is  worked  in  imitation  of  rusti 
and  is  adorned'  by  the  ornaments  appropriate  to  the  Doric  order.'  Tl: 
whole  building  is  supported  by  a  substantial  foundation;  raised  sever 
feet  from  the  ground. 

"  The  first  meeting  of  the  Redwood  Library  Company,  after  their  ii 
corporation,  was  held   in  the    Council  Chamber,  in  Newport,  on  the  la 

Wednesday  of  September,  174T." 

#    ■        ■*  #  #  *  #  #  #  # 

''At  a  meeting  of  the  company  in  the  Council  Chamber,  on  the  4th 
July,  17-18,  the'  directors  presented  a  catalogue  of  the  books  which  the 
proposed  to  purchase  in  London,  The  liberal  share  given  in  this  cat 
logue  to  the  ancient  classics,  evinced  a  disposition  to  provide  for  tl" 
scholar  the  objects  of  his  favorite  study.  In  these  times  of  customai 
appeal  to  direct  utility,  \ve  fear  a  less  liberal  expenditure  would  be  a 
lowed  for  the  gratification  of  classical  taste.  Tliis  catalogue,  with  M 
Redwood's  bills  of  exchange,  was  sent  immediately  to  Mr.  John  Thon 
linson,  esq.,  of  London,  who  appears  to  have  satisfactorily  executed  tl" 
commission  of  the  society.  He  was  elected  an  honorary  member'  i 
1749." 

"  In  1750  a  tax  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  was  assessed  on  the  men 
bers  of  the  company,  to  defray  the  expense  of  completing  the  bnilding. 

"  In  1755  the  Rev.  Ezra  Stiles  was  admitted  an  honorary  member  < 
the  society.  Ilis  distinction  as  a  scholar  and  theologian,  connected  wit 
his  extortions  in  behalf  of  the  library,  justifies  some  allusion  to  his  cha 
acter,  in  an  historical  sketch  of  the  institution.  The  Redwood  Librar 
at  the  time  of  his  settlement  in  Newport,  contained  about  1,500  volume 
of  standard  books.  The  classical  and  theological  departments  were  t\ 
most  valuable,  and  constituted  the  principal  attraction,  which  determine 
Ur.  Stiles  to  fix  his  residence  in  Newport.  He  remained  in  Newpo 
twenty  years,  and  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  officiated  as  I 
brarian  of  the  company.  Having  constant  access  to  this  valuable  colle 
tion  of  books,  he  drew  from  it,  by  assiduous  study,  his  great  and  varioi 
learning.  He  held  an  extensive  corresi>ondence  with  European  scholar 
and  the  principal  object  of  that  correspondence  was  to  illustrate  and  pe 
feet  those  researches  and  investigations  in  philosophy,  history,  antiquiti 
and  physical  science,  to  which  his  mind  had  been  prompted  by  the  pen 
gal  of  books  which  he  found  on  our  shelves.  His  zeal  for  the  diffusic 
of  knowledge  led  him  to  solicit  for  the  library  valuable  works  from  Ei 
ropean  authors.  Many  of  these  works,  obtained  through  his  instrumen 
jiliiy,  are  still  preserved  in  the  library.     The  copy  of  i&ontanus'  Hebre 


*Tbefte  vinga  wore  aol,  in  ihe original  tlcsign.     They  deface  ralher  than  adorn  the  edifice. 
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Bible  and  Dictionary,  now  belonging  to  the  library?",  enabled  bim  to  per- 
fect his  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  language;  and  a  folio  copy  of  Homer 
still  bears  the  marks  of  his  profound  study,  in  the  form  of  Greek  annota- 
tions, in  his  own  handwriting.  He  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  advo- 
cates of  liberty  in  the  colonies,  before  the  Revolution.  The  late  Dr. 
■Clianningsays  of  him:  n>>  the  intinence  of  this  distinguished  man,  in 
ihe  cirele  in  which  I  was  brought  up,  I  may  owe  in  part  the  indignation 
which  I  feel  towards  every  invasion  of  human  rights.  In  my  earliest 
years  I  regarded  no  human  being  with  equal  reverence.'  His  rare  learn- 
ing, eloquence,  and  goodness,  uniformly  supported  by  tradition,  have  re- 
ceived, of 'late,  tlie  attestation  of  great  names.  The  eloquent  eulogy 
pronounced  upon  this  gifted  and  extraordinary  man,  by  Ghancellor  Kent, 
will  preserve  for  many  generations  the  memory  of  his  attainments,  genius 
and  virtue. 

'^  In  1770  the  proprietors,  to  evince  their  grateful  sense  of  Mr.  Red- 
wood's exerti,ons  for  the  advancement  of  the  institution,  requested  him  to 
sit  f 'r  his  picture,  the  expense  of  which  was  to  be  defrayed  from  the 
company's  treasury.  After  repeated  solicitations,  in  1773  Mr.  Redwood 
gave  his  consent,  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  company.  David  Cheese- 
borough,  Thomas  Vernon,  and  John  Bours,  esqs.,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  carry  the  vote  of  the  society  into  execution.  This  painting  was 
probably  executed,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  was  ever  placed  m  the 
iibra-ry.  The  beautiful  portrait  which  at  the  present  time  adorns  the 
walls  of  the  library  room  was  copied  by  Charles  B.  King,  esq.,  from  an 
original  portrait  of  Mr.  Redwood,  and  was  generously  presented  by  him 
to  the  society,  in  1817. 

"  No  meetings  of  the  Library  Company  were  held  from  1778  to  1785. 
During  the  Revolution,  the  town  of  Newport  was  occupied  by  various 
armies.  The  disastrous  state  of  the  town  compelled  many  of  the  best 
citizens*  to  leave  their  homes,  and  to  seek  shelter  for  themselves  and 
families  in  the  more  secure  retreats  of  the  country.  The  tumults  of  war 
and  revolution  interrupted  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  literature,  andexerted 
a  chilling  influence  on  the  growth  of  knowledge,  and  the  prosperity  of 
institutions  like  that  which  forms  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  During  the 
war,  the  library  building  is  said  to  have  been'  defaced,  and  many  of  the 
books  carried  otf.  To  the  honor  of  Gen.  Prescott,  it  is  said  that  on  be- 
ing informed  of  the  exposed  state  of  the  library,  he  stationed  a  military 
guard  to  protect  it  from  further  injury  and  depredation. 

"^  At  a  meeting  of  the  company,  held  at  Mr.  Townsend's  hotel,  on 
the  I4th  of  October,  1785 — it  being  the  first  meeting  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolution — the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen 
oflicers  of  the  institution:  Hon.  Abraham  Redwood,  Stephen  Ayrault, 
William  Vernon,  John  Malbone,  Jonathan  Easton,  Nicholas  P.  Tilling- 
hast,  Jacob  Richardson,  and  Robert  Stevens,  Directors;  William  Chart- 
ning,  Secretary;  Christopher  Ellery,  Librarian;  Stephen  Ayrault, 
Treasurer .  Several  important  objects  engaged  the  attention  of  the  socieiy : 
the  principal  were  the  remission  of  the  annual  tax  from  1778  to  1785,  th« 
repair  of  the  library  edifice,  the  recovery  of  missing  bc»oks,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  a  catalogue  of  the  library.  William  Vernon,  Henry  Marchant,  and 
William  Channing,  esqs.,  were  appcfinted  to  apply  to  the  honorable  General 

Mr.  Redwood  rcsidcJ,  during  ihe  revoluionaiy  war,  o.i  hiE'faaiiin  Meiidoa,  Mass." 
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Assembly,  at  their  next  session,  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  com  M 
pany,  with  alterations  and  amendments. 

"  The  society  experienced  a  great  misfortune  in  the  death  of  Mr,  Red-'! 
wood,  the  founder  of  the  library,  March  6,  17S8.  Beneficent  objects  i 
seemed  to  have  occupied  the  mind  of  Mr.  Redwood,  as  will  appear  from  i 
the  following  obituary  notice,  taken  from  the  Newport  Herald,  March  1':!,  | 
.17SS:  'liast  Saturday  morning  died  the  Hon.  Abraham  Redwood,  in  the  I 
79th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  blessed  with  an  ample  fortune  and  a  liberal  i 
spirit,  which  prompted  him  to  encourage  useful  learning  and  relieve  the  ' 
distresses  of  mankind.  He  founded  the  library  in  this  town.  He  sub-  I 
scribed  largely  toa<?ollege  to  be  built  in  this  State,  on  condition  that  it  j 
should  be  established  in  the  county  of  Newport.  He  subscribed  J'o'f)  ■ 
sterling  towards  a  university  proposed  to  be  erected  in  this  town;  and  ; 
he  offi-red  the  same  sum  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  of  which  he  was  a  I 
member,  to  endow  a  school  in  this  place  for  the  instruction  of  Frienus"  ; 
children.  His  less  public  acts  of  generosity  will  be  gratefully  remeni-  i 
bered  by  those  on  whom  they  were  conferred:  and  the  poor  will  never  ' 
forget  that  Abraham  Redwood  was  their  constant  friend  and  benefactor.'  \ 
It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Redwood  removed  to  Newport  from  Antigna,  i 
where  he  possessed  large  and  valuable  estates. 

•'  After  his  death,  the  public  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  ; 
seems  to  have  declined.  A  period  of  great  success  in  the  commerce  of'i 
the  town  was  allowed  to  pass  away  without  bringing  new  resources  for'" 
the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  the  institution.  In  fact,  its  very,' 
existence,  at  one  time,  depended  on  the  resolution  and  efforts  of  a  few  in- 't 
dividuals.  The  late  Dr.  (Jhanning,  in  a  discourse  delivered  in  Newport ii 
in  1S36,  alludes  to  the  neglected  condition  of  the  library  at  this  period,'; 
during  Avhich  he  pursued  his  studies  in  this  town.  He  says:  'I  had  no; 
professor  or  teacher  to  guide  me,  but  1  had  two  noble  places  of ,  study.  :J 
One  was  yonder  beautiful  edifice,  now  so  frequented  and  so  useful  as  a.' 
public  library;  then  so  deserted,  that  1  spent  day  after  day,  and  sometimes 'j 
v»'eek  after  week,  amidst  its  dusty  volumes,  without  interruption  from  a 'j 
single  visitor.'  } 

"  The  public  attention  was  not  directed  to  the  importance  of  the  insti- ',] 
tution  till  the  year  1810,  wlien  the  society  received  an  accession  of  spirit  i 
and  ability  by  the  admission  of  a  large  number  of  new  proprietors.  In  ' 
March,  1810,  James  Ogilvie,  esq.,  visited  the  town,  and  delivered  several)] 
lectures  on  the  advantages  of  public  libraries,  which  contributed  essen-'i 
tially  to  awaken  the  public  to  the  claims  of  the  Redwood  Library  on  »heir;i 
generosity  and  support.  He  made  the  society  a  liberal  donation  of  select  ■:< 
and  valuable  books.  From  1810  to  the  present  time,  a  very  respectable'; 
interest  has  been  maintained  in  the  institution,  and  the  funds  placed  at  ' 
the  disposal  of  the  society  have  been  judiciously  n)anaged  in  accomplish-il 
ing  the  plans  of  its  founders."  '  ;j 

*  ♦  *  «^*  «  *  ^^j 

'<The  exertions  of  the  late  Robert  Johnston,  esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  insti-  1 
tution,  demand  honorable  mention.  By  his  solicitation,  some  of  the  most  i 
rare  and  valuable  works  in  the  library  were  obtained  from  different  indi-  I 
viduals  in  Newport  and  its  rieighborhood.  In  1834  he  made  great  efforts  j 
to  enrich  the  library  with  the  public  records  of  England.  He  succeeded  .1 
in  obtaining  eighty-four  volumes  (seventy-two  large  folios  and  twelve  -j 
octavos)  fiom  the  r,ords  Commissioners  and  I^ord  Lyndhurst^  in  conse- 2 
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qiience  of  his  application  to  tTiem,  through  the  medium  of  his  friend  and 
agent,  Thomas  Bland,  esq.,  of  London.  These  vohimes,  containing  the 
most  vahiable  materials  of  Enghsh  history,  were  understood  to  be  ob- 
tained as  a  present  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  appHcation  of 
Lord  Lynd  hurst.  As  such  they  will  be  perpetually  preserved  in  the  Red- 
wood Library. 

^*  In  1S13  Solomon  Southwick,  esq. ,  of  Albany,  gave  to  the  library  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  in  the  State  of  Xew  York,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  advancing  the  institution,  and  thereby  perpetuating  the  memory 
of  Hcnn,'-  Collins,  esq.,  one  of  its  principal  founders. 

"  In  1834  Abraham  Redwood,  esq.,  of  Dorset  Place,  Marylebone,  Eng- 
land, being  desirous  of  promoting  an  institution  founded  by  his  honored 
grandfather,  gave  to  the  company  the  homestead  estate,  situated  in  iSeAV- 
port,  whicli  he  inherited  from  his  father,  Jonas  Redwood,  esq. 

''In  1S3T,  Baron  Hottinguer,  a  distinguished  banker  of  Paris,  who  was 
connected  by  marriage  with  the  Redwood  family,  presented  to  the  com- 
pany one  tiious'and  francs,  for  the  restoration  of  the  building. 

"  In  1840,  the  Hon.  (Jhristopher  G.  Champlin  bequeathed  to  the  com- 
pa'iy  one  hundred  dollars  and  some  valuable  books. 

The  proprietors  are  also  indebted  to  the  Hon.  \\  illiam  0.  Gibbs,  for  his 
liberality  in  permitting  a  free  access  to  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  at 
present  deposited  by  him  in  the  library. 

"The  library  room  is  adorned  by  several  paintings  and  busts.  The 
beautiful  bust  of  John  Marshall  was  presented  in  1839,  by  Augustus  E. 
Silliiiian,  esq.,  of  New  York.  The  acknowledgments  of  the  company 
are  due  to  Charles  B.  King,  esq.,  of  ^Vashi^gton,  hr  his  j.umerous  and 
valuable  donations  ;  among  which  are  the  portrait  ©f  Columbus  and  that 
of  Abraham  Redwood,  the  foimder  of  the  library." 

7'/ie  Mechanics^  Library— 1,100  vols. — The  iS'e\vport  Association  of 
Mechanics  and  Manufacturers  was  incorporated  in  1792.  The  library  was 
founded  in  1828.  The  average  expenditure  for  books  during  the  last  ten 
years  has  been  about  $50  per  annum;  the  average  increase  of  the  library 
from  30  to  60  volumes.  \s  the  society  has  rapidly  increased  of  late,  the 
library  will  hereafter  be  an  object  of  special  attention.  There  is  a  fund  of 
$1,200  belonging  to  the  association,  the  income  of  which  is  applied  to 
various  other  objects  besides  tiie  librar}'^,  which  is  principally  supported 
by  a  tax  on  the  menfbers.  It  is  contemplated  to  erect,  so  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  allow,  a  building  for  public  lectures  and  the  library.  There 
is  a  printed  catalogue,  but  it  is  very  incomplete.  Another  wdl  be  published 
in  the  course  of  the  next  year.  The  library  is  open  every  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  evening  from  (3  till  9  o'clock.  All  members  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  the  apprentices  of  nieinbers  who  have  written  orders  from  their 
employers,  are  allowed  to  take  out  books.  About  1,500  volumes  are  thus 
lent  eacii  year.     W.  Nichols,  secretary. 

PKOVIDEXCE. 

Bronm  Ujiivcrsily  Lihraries — 3]  ,6lR)  tnds — Brown  University  was  in- 
corporated in  the  year  1764.  It  was  originally  established  in  the  town  of 
Warren,  where,  in  the  year  1769,  the  first  commencement  was  celebrated. 
It  was  subsequently  removed  to  Providence,  where  the  first  college  edi- 
fice (University  Hall)  was  erected,  in  the  year  1770. 
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At  the  period  of  it.*;  removal  to  Providcnc(^,  the  college  appears  to  have  |., 
been  destitute  of  a  library,  or  at  least  of  any  collection  of  books  worthy  ;! 
of  the  eame.  To  supply,  as  f-ir  as  possible,  thi?s  deficiency,  the  Providence  jj 
labrary  Conipany  (now' merged  in  the  Providence  Athenceuni)  tendered  ^j 
the  free  use  of  its  books  to  the  ofHcers  and  students  of  the  college — a  jj 
]iriviiege  which  was  continued  several  years.  ■  n 

The"  books  first  obtained  for  the  library  were  probably  procured  in  i 
England,  through  the  agency  of  the  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards.  In  the  yeor  ; 
1768  Mr.  Edwards,  then  in  England,  was  authorized  by  the  corporation  ,] 
"  to  purchase  such  books  as  l.e  shall  think  necessary  at  this  time,  not  '; 
exceeding  20  pounds  value."  This  is  the  oidy  appropriation,  snmll  as  it  is,  : 
which  is  recorded  previously  to  17S4  !  It  is  probable,  however,  that  Mr.  ;^ 
Edwards  and  the  other  agents  of  the  colhge,  while  soliciting  money,  re-  ; 
ceived  many  presents  in  books;  for,  in  1776  the  college  was  in  possession  .j 
of  a  library,  which,  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  that  year,  was  j 
removed  to  the  country  for  safe  keeping.  j 

The  college  was  disbanded  December  6,  1776,  immediately  after  the  j 
British  troops  toc'k  possession  of  Newport.  From  December  7,  1776,  to  ] 
June,  1782,  the  college  building  (now  Uhivei-sity  Hall)  was  occupied,  first  i 
as  a  barrack  for  the  American  nulitia,  and  afterwards  as  a  hospital  for  the  . 
French  army,  conmianded  by  Count  Rochambeau.  On  the  return  of  j 
peace  the  college  edifice  was  purified  and  refitted,  the  library  was  brought  | 
back,  and  the  business  of  instruction  resunjed. 

In  a  lette*-  concerning  the  early  history  of  the  library,  the  Hon.  Asher  ; 
Robbins  writes:  "At  the  reorganization  orf  the  college,  in  the  autumn  of  j 
17S2,  I  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  tutor,  and  took  charge  of  the  library  I 
as  librarian.  It  was  then  kept  in  the  east  chamber  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  central  building;  the  volimies  it  contained  were  quite  limited  in  nurn-  j 
ber — these  mostly  the  primary  editions  of  the  works  iw  folio  and  quarto. 
The  precise  niunber  I  an;  not  able  lo  recollect;  ujy  impression  is  that  it  jj 
did  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred.  Of  the  previous  history  of  the  J 
library  I  have  no  certain  knowledge;  I  believe,  however,  it  was  acc[uired  j 
by  purchase,  through  the  agency  of  the  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  and  that  | 
it  was  imported,  after  the;  removal  of  the  college  from  Warren  and  the  j 
erection  of  the  college  edifice  in  Providence.  | 

•  "An  addition  was  made  to  ihe  library  soon  after  my  connexion  with  it. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  John  Brown  to 
raise  a  fund,  by  subscription,  for  the  purchase  of  books.  To  encourage 
a  liberal  .subscription  he  told  the  corporation  to  subscribe  what  they  would, 
and  to  procure  what  they  could  by  sut)scription  elsewhere, and  that  what- 
ever the  amount  was,  he  would  std:)scribe  an  equal  sum.  He  did  so;  and, 
besides,  made  good  the  subscriptions  of  those  who  failed  to  pay  up  theirs. 
I  was  employed  to  make  out  the  invoice  of  the  books  to  be  purchased,  un 
der  the  advi.sement  of  President  Manning,  and  also,  I  think,  of  the 
chancellor.  Governor  Hopkins,  who,  by  the-by,  was  a  very  conrpetent  ad- 
viser on  this  subject,  behig  deeply  versed  in  English  literature,  and  an 
excellent  judge  of  its  various  merits.  The  importation  was  in  the  course 
of  that  year  (1763)  made  by  Mr.  JNicholas  Brown  ^[brother  of  Mr.  John 
Brown]." 

In  the  year  1784  a  valuable  donation,  containing  the  works  of  several 
of  the  Fathers  of  the  church,  was  received  from  the  Bristol  Education 
Society  in  England.  \i 
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In  the  same  year  (17S4)  the  corporation  appropriated  the  sum  of  ^350 
)r  the  purchase  of  books. 

In  the  succeeding  year,  Granville  Sharp,  esq.,  presented  several  of  his 
wn  pulilications,  with  a  set  of  the  works  of  his  grandfather,  Dr.  John 
harp,  Archbishop  of  York.  He  subsequently  sent  dtlier  valuable  presr- 
nts  to  the  library.  In  1^87,  the  thanks  of  the  corporation  were  present- 
d  to  Mr.  .tohn  JFrancis  (son-in-law  of  John  Brown  an*l  father  of  J.  B. 
'rancis.  late  Governor  of  Rhode  Island)  for  a  valuable  donation  of  books. 

In  the  year  lT92fKicholas  Brown,  then -a  recent  graduate  of  the  insti- 
ition,  and  a  young  and  enterprising  uierchaut,  commenced  his  benefac- 
ons  towards  the  college  by  the  gift  of  a  law  hbrary,  containing  about 
iree  hundred  and  tifty  volumes  of  valuable  books,  which  he  had  im- 
orted  from  England  for  that  purpose. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.,"author  of  the  Church 
listory  of  New  England,  who  died  in  ISUG,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age 
nd  the  GOth  of  his  ministry,  bequeathed  to  the  college  a  part  of  his  libraiy. 
;'he  extent  or  value  of  this  bequest  it  is  now  impossible  to  determine,  as 
0  record  vv^as  made  of  it  at  the  time.  Among  the  books  thus  presented, 
owever,  there  is  one  which  deserves  particular  mention.  It  is  a  copy  of 
Loger  Williams's  "  Bloody  Tenent  yet  more  Bloody,"  being  the  copy 
riguially  presented  by  Williams  to  his  friend  and  fellow-laborer.  Dr. 
ohn  Clarke.  On  a  blank  leaf  it  contains  the  following  words  in  Roger 
Villiams's  handwriting:  ''For  his  honored  and  beloved  Mr.  John  Clarke, 
n  eminent  VVitnes  of  Christ  Jesus,  ag'st  ye  bloodie  Doctrine  of  perse- 
ution,  etc  " 

In  1S1.5  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown  gave  live  hundred  dollars  for  the  pur- 
hase  of  books,  and  Mrs.  Hone  Ives,  presented  a  copy  of  Dobson's  edition 
f  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 

The  next,  and  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  donations  to  the  library  which 
VG  have  to  record,  is  the  legacy  of  the  Rev.  William  Richards,  LL.D., 
•f  Lynn,  England.  Mr.  Richards  was  a  native  of  South  Wales.  He 
i^as  many  years  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Lynn,  where  he  died  in 
he  year  iSl8,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age.  . 

Mr.  Richards  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  considerable  learning,  par- 
icularly  in  English  and  Welsh  history,  and  in  the  Welsh  language  and 
iter^tiure.  His  writings  are  historical,  political,  and  controversial.  His 
Qost  importnnt  work  is  the  History  of  Lynn,  in  2  vols.  Svo.  Dr.  Evans 
ays  of  it:  "  It  is  not  only  well  written,  the  style  perspicuous  and  manly, 
lut  it  is  replete  with  information  as  well  as  entertainment."  His  Review 
.f  Noble's  Memoirs  of  the  Protectoral  House  of  Cromwell  is  character- 
sed  by  Lowndes  as  ''severe,  but  at  the  same  time  just."  "His  diclion- 
jy  of"  Welsh  and  English,"  says  Dr.  Evans,  "  a  work  of  minute  and 
eearisoine  labor,  is  in  high  repute."  Mr.  Richards  was  of  the  Grneral 
Baptist  denomination,  and  a  strong  advocate  of  religious  liberty.  It  was 
lis  love  of  the  liberal  character  of  this  insiitulimi  which  induced  him  to 
)esto\v  upon  it  his  library,  as  appears  from  t!ie  following  passage  m  his 
idemoirs:  "Mr.  Richards  had  corresponded  with  Dr.  James  Manning, 
>nce  President  of  the  Baptist  College  in  Rhode  Island.  From  this  gentle- 
nan  he  learned  the  liberal  consdtuhon  of- that  respectable  seminary,  and 
or  some  years  previous  to  his  deadi  meant  to  bequeath  to  it  his  library, 
le  accordingly  made  inquiry  of  Dr.  Rogers  [of  Pliiladelphia]  whether 
t  was  still  conducted  ou  the  same  liberal  footing,  in  which  case  he  should 
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cl!eri5>h  the  saine  generous  intentions  towards  it."  This  inquiry  v/b 
answered  by  Dr.  Messer,  then  President  of  the  college,  in  a  letter  froi 
which  it  may  be  well  to  extract  the  following  passVge:  '<  Tfiough  th 
charter  requires  that  the  President  shall  forever  be  a  Baptist,  it  allow 
neither  him,  in  his  official  character,  nor  any  other  officer  of  instructior 
to  inculcate  any  sectarian  doctrine;  it  forbids  all  religious  tests;  and  it  re 
quires  that  all  denominations  of  Uhristians,  behaving  alike,  shall  b 
treated  alike.  This  charter  is  congenial  with  the  whole  of- the  civil  gov 
ernnient  established  here  by  the  venerable  Roger  Williams,  who  allows 
no  religious  tests,  and  no  pre-eminence  of  one  denomination  over  anuthei 
and  none  has  ever  been  allowed  unto  this  day.  This  charter  is  also  con 
genial  with  the  present  spirit  of  this  State  and  of  this  town." 

Gratified  with  this  letter,  Mr.  Richards  beqeathed  his  libraiy,  consist 
mg  of  about  thirteen  hundred  vobunes,  to  Brown  University.  It  is  ; 
singular  fact,  that  his  Avill  was  made  on  the  very  day  on  which'the  hoiior 
ary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon"  him  by  this  college 
Mr.  Richards  had  received  no  intimation  that  the  honor- was  intended  fo 
him,  iror  did  he  live  to  hear  that  it  had  been  bestowed. 

The  library  which  he  bequeathed  to  the  college  is,  in  many  respects 
valuable.  It  contains  a  considerable  number  of  WeLsh  books,  a  laig« 
collection  of  valuable  works,  illustrating  the  history  and  antiquities  o 
England  and  V^aies;  besides  two  or  three  hundred  bound  volumes  o 
pamphlets,  some  of  them  very  ancient,  rare,  and  curious. 

For  the  next  valuable  accession  to  the  library— designated  as  ^'^the  sub- 
scription of  1S2.5"— the  college  is  indebted  to  the  efforts  of  I\fr.  Horatic 
Gates  Bowen,  who  was  librarian  of  the  institution  from  1S24  to  1841, 
At  his  request  several  of  the  friends  of  the -college  subscribed  eight  liuii- 
dred  and  forty  dollars,  which  sum  was  expended  in  tlie  purchase  of  books. 
^Between  1823 — 5,  fifty  four  volumes  of  valuable  scientific  works,  in- 
cluding Cloquet's  Anatomic,  Lamarck's  and.De  Candolle's  Flore  Fran- 
^aise,  Cuvier's  Regne  Animal  and  Wilkins's  Yitruvius,  were  presented  hy 
Mr.  John  Carter  Brown  and  Mr.  Robert  Hale  Ives.  Often,  since  that 
tnue,  the  names  of  these  gentlemen  and  of  Mr.  Moses  B.  Ives  appear 
among  the  benefactors  of  the  library. 

About  the  year  1S23,  a  splendid  donation,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
and  three  volumes,  comprising  the  best  editions,  mostly'in  quarto,  of  the 
works  of  the  celebrated  French  mathematicians,  Enler,  Lacroix,  Lagrange, 
La  Place,  etc.,  besides  many  valuable  theological  works,  was  made  "by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Carlile. 

In  1S2()  Messrs.  Biown  tt  Ives  presented,  through  Dr  Homer,  fifty 
volumes  of  rare  and  expensive  iheologiral  works.  In  the  same  year  do- 
nations were  received  liom  the  Hon.  William  Hunter,  LL.  D.,  and  from 
Usher  Parsons,  M.  D. 

On  the  return  of  Prof.  Elton  from   Europe,  in   1827,  donations  ^rere 

received,  through  him,  from  several  distinguisfied  geniiemen  in  Furope I 

in  all,  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  volurnes;  besides  eighty  five  vulumes  i 
of  classical  and  miscellanecns  works  purchased  by  him  at  the  order  of 
Messrs.  Brown  &  Ives,  i 

The  hbraries  of  the  Philophysion  and  Franklin  Societies,  composed  j 
of  undergraduates,  when  these  societies  became  extinct,  were,  by  pro- 1 
visions  of  their  constinitions,  incorporated  v/ith  the  College  Library. i] 
They  together  contained  three  or  four  hundred  volumes.  J 
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The  government  of  Great  Britain  presented,  in  1835,  one  hundred  Eind 
ten  volumes  of  the  pubhcations  of  the  Record  Commission. 

In  1838  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Bartol,  \yife  of  the  Rev.  Cyrus  A.  Bartol  of 
Boston,  and  AJrs.  Hepsy  S.  Wayland,  wife  of  President  Wayland,  pre- 
sented three  hundred  and  fifty  six  volumes  of  standard  works  iii  French 
and  Italian  hteratnre. 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Homer,  D.  D.,  of  Newton,  Massachusetts,  at 
various  times,  made  vahiable  donations  of  rare  and  costly  theological 
books,  including*  some  valuable  editions  of  the  Bible.  Many  of  these 
donations  contain  copious  and  useful  manuscript  annotations  by  the  learned 
donor. 

Among  the  additions  to  the  library,  a  collection  of  fifty  volumes  of 
Oidination  Sermons,  presented  by  Uie  Hon.  Theron  Metcalf,  of  Boston, 
a  graduate  of  the  college  in  the  class  of  1805,  deserves  particular  notice. 
These  volumes  contain  more  than  a  thousand  discourses  preached  at  ordi- 
nations, installations,  and  inaugurations  in  the  United  States,  and  mostly 
in  New  England.  This  is  without  doubt  the  largest  collection  of  the 
kind  which  has  ever  been  made,  and  is  of  obvious  importance  as  con- 
nected with  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  country. 

-  The  library  tund  next  claims  our  attention.  "At  a  meeting  of  the 
standing  committee  of  the  corporation  of  Brown  University,  held  Jan- 
uary 10,  1831,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  — 

"  1.  That  immediate  measures  be  taken  to  raise,  by  subscription,  the 
sura  of  tiL-entij-Jive  thousand  doHars,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  library,  and  app^u'atus  for  the  plulosopliical  and  ciiemical 
departments  of  Brown  University. 

"2.  ResnlvefJ,  That  the  chairman  and  Thomas  P.  Ives  be.a  committee 
to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  into  elfect. 

"F.  WAYLAND, 

'•^  CI  Klin  nan  y 

Soon  afterwards,  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  institution  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  seconding  this  effort.  At  this  meeting  the  wants  of 
the  hbrary  and  the  importance  of  supplying  them  were "presv-n ted  and 
urged.  Previously  to  this,  however,  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Brown  had, 
V\qdi  his  wonted  vnunificence,  subscribed  ten  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  fund.     The  subscription-was  opened,  with  the  following  conditions: 

1 .  "  The  whole  amount  shall  be  invested  in  a  permanent  fund ,  of  which 
the  interest  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  appropriated  exclusively  i.o  the 
objects  stated  in  the  resolution. 

2.  "  The  selection  of  books  and  apparatus  shall  be  made  by  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  corporation  and  government  of  the  university. 

3.  "  One-third  of  the  amount  subscribed  shall  become  due  on  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1832,  another  third  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1833,  and 
the  remainder  en  the  1st  day  of  October,  1834. 

4.  "  A  copy  of  the  subscribers'  names,  and  of  the  sums  subscribed  by 
each,  shall  be  deposited  in  tlie  library,  and  another  among  the  archives  of 
the  university." 

The  sum  thus  obtained,  amounting  to  §19,437  50,  was  placed  at  in- 
terest until  it  had  accutnulated  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollar^';,  and  v^'as 
then  invested  in  a  permanent  fund,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Bubscriptiou;  as  above  specified.    The  first  dividend  became  due  in  July, 
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1S39.     Since  thnt  timo  tlie  proceeds  liave  been  regularly  appropriated  ac-  ; 
cording  to  the  design  of  the  donors. 

The  room  appropriated  to  the  hbrary,at  tlie  time  when  the  hbrary  fund  \ 

was  raised,  'Mvas  an  apartment  in  University  Hall,  crowded  to  excess,  j 

unsightly  and  wholly  nnsuited  for  ihe  purpose  to  which,  from  necessity,  ; 

it  was  devfited."     To    remedy  this  defect,  the   Hon.    Nicholas  Brown  | 

erected,  at  l)is  own  expense,  a  beautiful  edifice  fn-  a  library  and  chapel;  ' 
to  which,  in  testimony  of  veneration  for  his  former  instructor,  he  gave 

the  name  of  Manning  Hall.     This  building  was  dedicatfd  in  1835.  : 

Soon  after  the  removal  of  the  library  to  the  new  building  it  was  newly  ] 

aiTanged,  and  in  1S43  a  full  catalogue  of  its  content?  printed.     1'his  cat-  , 
alogue  wa&  favorably  noticed  in    the   North   American    Review/and  in 

other  leading  periodicals,  and  drew  special  attention   to  this  important  ■ 
department  of  the  institution.  •                     .        . 

Soon  afterwards  a  chair  of  modern  languages  was  established  at  the 
college:  and  tlie  jirofessor  elect  was  encouraged  to  A^isit  b^urope,  pardy  for  ; 
the  purpose  of  professional  study,  and  partly  to  enable  the  friends  of  tliB  j 
college  to  carry  out  more  effectually  their  wishes  for  the  increase  of  the  \ 
library.  This  agent  was  authorized  by  Mr.  John  Carter  Brown  to  select  \ 
and  purchase,  at  his  expense,  such  books  in  the  French,  German,  and  ' 
Italian  languages,  to  the  value  of  about  S^, '7^00,  as  he  might  think  most  j 
useful  for  the  college.  The  selection  was  made,  both  of  works  and  of  ' 
editions,  vithout  re^m-d  to  cost;  but  the  books  were  purchased  wit1i  the  ) 
closest  reference  to^  economy.  For  about  ."^2,600  di^llars  the  number  of  • 
volumes  o/ bound  books  purchased  was  2,921 — viz:  121  folios,  392  quar-  ! 
tos,  1,(527  octavo?,  and  TSl  duodecimos,  besides  74  valuable-maps  and  en-  ; 
gravings.  These  books  were  «^Z  well  bound,  most  of  them  newly  and  ! 
elegantly,  in  half  calf,  plain  gilt.  The  average  price  per  volume,  inclu- 
ding binding  and  all  other  expenses,  was  about  89  cents.  This  collec-  | 
tioE  includes  a  set  of  French,  (^lerman  and  Italian  classics,  in  the  best  and  \ 
fullest  library  editions;  the  principal  philosophical,  .•-cientific,  and  historical  ] 
works  of  late  continental  scholars;  a  complete  set  of  the  "■JMoni'citr  i] 
C/y/f/;e;st7,"  froniMts  commencement  to  1823 — a  clean,  beautiful,  well  I 
bound  copy  of  the  original  edition,  with  the  introduction,  indexes,  <fcc.,  in  i 
77  vols,  foho;  a  set  v.f  the  memoirs  of  the  French  Institute  since  its  reor-  : 
ganizaiion, — vols.  4to.;  the  collection  of  memoirs  relative  to  the  history  of  I 
France,  by  Guizot  and  Petitot,  162  vols.  Svo.;  a  complete  set  of  the  i 
Allgcnicine  Lit(ratxirZtifung,  134  vols.  4to.;  and  of  the  All^emeinB  1 
Deutslie  Bibliothik,  139  vols.  Svo.;  11  Vaticmio,  8  vols,  folio,  elegantly  ,] 
illustrated;  //  Campidnrrlio,  2  vols,  folio;  the  Jllusf-o  Borbonico,  13  vols,  i 
4to.,  the  original  Naples  edition;  the  works  of  Canova  and  Thorwald-  j 
sen — t!ie  Musee  Pratigais  and  Musec  Royal,  in  6  vols,  folio;  the  Z?e-  , 
scripiiGH  de  VEgypte,  Canina's  Achitecture,  and  many  more  illustrated  j 
works  of  great  beauty  and  value,  besides  rare  and  costly  maps  and  prints,  i 
These  books  were  mostly  purchased  at  auctions  in  Paris,  Rome,  Leinsic,  j 
Frankftsrt  on  the  Maine,  and  Berlin.  Many  were  purchased  at  provincial  i 
sales.  To  supply  tlie  deficiencies  of  tiie  library  in  standard  English* J 
works,  a  subbcription  was  opened  among  the  friends  of  the  college,  amount- 
ing to  about  5s5,OUO,  and  the  same  agent  was' appointed  to  select  and  ,1 
purehase  tlie  books.  This  collection  was  received  in  the  library  in  'I 
1845,  and  raised  the  whole  number  of  volumes  to  nearly  20,0vH).  '; 

The  class  which  graduated  in   1821  held  a  meeting  in  Providence,  '\ 

a  f^uaiter  of  a  century  from  the  time  of  their  graduation ^  at  v/hich  a  con-  ^| 
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jiderable  sum  of  money  was  subscribed  for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  in 
.okeu  of  their  grateful  interest  in  the  institution  at  which  they  were  edu- 
cated. The  money  thus  obtained  was  placed  in' the  hands  of  Dr. 
rhomas  H.  Webb,  of  Boston,  who  purchased,  with  excellent  judgment, 
ibout  five  hundred  volumes,  mostly  from  the  library  of  the  ^^on.  John 
Pickering.  ' 

The  next  year,  1847,  the  Kev.  Samuel  Osgood,  then  a  clergyman  in 
Providence,  and  now  in  New  York,  proposed  to  the  several  religious  so- 
cieties of  the  city  a  subscription  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  lilDrary  in  the  best  editif)ns  of  the  Fathers  of  the  cFuiich ,  and 
he  standard  theological  writers  of  the  Reformation.  About  §2,01)0  were 
raised,  and  a  superb  collection  was  purchased  of  the  Benedictine  editions 
►f  several  of  the  Fathers;  the  Bibliotheca  Maxima  Veierum  i^atrum,  30 
?ols.  folio;  Hardnin's  Collectio  (Jonciliorum,  12  vols,  folio;  be.^ides  the 
choicest  and  most  elegant  editions  of  many  of  the  Fathers  not  edited  by 
,he  Benedictmes,  and  a  large  collection  of  works  connected  with  patristic 
iterature,  and  the  history  of  the  Retbrmation. 

The  library  conimittee  liad  before  this  issued  a  circular,  solicitirig  tlie 
ionation  of  files  of  newspapers,  important  pamphlets,  c^c.  In  answer  to 
;his  call  a  vast  mass  of  pamphlets  and  papers  were  sent  to  the  libraiy. 
Prom  the  whole  about  5,000  were  assorted  and  arranged,  and  they  form 
low  an  invaluable  collection.  Brown  University  certainly  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  care  with  which  she  has  garnered  and  guarded  these  neg- 
ected  but  precious  memorials  of  our  earlier  history.         « 

In  1T93  the  library  contained  2,173  volumes;  in  1826,  5,818  volumes; 
.n  1843,  10,235;  in  January,  1849,  21,520,  exclusive  of  pamplilets  and 
jf  duplicates;  in  January.  1850,  the  number  of  volumes  was  about 
^,000. 

It  has  a  large  nund)er  of  maps,  charts,  engravings,  and  elegantly  jlius- 
'jrated  works.  Since  January,  1843,  11,300  volumes  have  been  added  to 
[he  library.  During  the  last  eight  years  about  i|20,000,  being  ttie  pro- 
ceeds of  the  library  lund,  and  donations  from  individuals,  have  been  ex- 
pended for  the  purchase  of  books.  From  the  income  of  the  fund  about 
|1,200  per  annum  is  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  building 
^called  Mannnig  Hall)  is  built  of  rubble  stone,  ^and  is  stuccoed.  The 
ibrary  occupies  the  whole  of  the  ground  floor.  Its  dimensions  are  04x38 
Feet,  height  13  feet.  In.  the  centre  is  a  double  row  of  fluted  columns, 
from  which  the  shelves  extend  to  the  walls,  farming  twelve  alcoves.  The 
boijks  are,  so  far  as  convenient,  arranged  on  the  shelves  according  to  sub- 
tects.  The  first  catalogue  was  printed  in  1793;  the  second  in  1^2f3:  and 
ihe  third  and  last  in  1843,  [560  pp  8vo.]  This  catalogue  is  alphabi-'ticai, 
according  to  the  authors'  names,  and  has  a  copious  alphabetical  and  ana- 
lytical index  of  subjects.  A  supplement,  nearly  as  large  as  the  original 
v^olume,  and  on  the  same  plan,  is  now  in  preparation.  The  library  is  open, 
during  term  tinie,  daily  from  10  a.  m.  till  2  p.  m.;  during  vacations, 
weekly,  on  Saturdays,  from  12  to  1.  The  members  of  the  corporation; 
the  president,  professors,  tutors,  and  register;  all  resident  graduates;  all 
tlie  donors  to  the  library  fund;  all  donors  to  the  fund  for  building  Kliode 
Island  Hall;  and  all  donors  to  the  library  to  the  amount  of  .•5;40,  residing 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  vrithout 
"h^irge.  Undergraduates  are  entitied  to  tlie  use  of  the  library,  ana  are 
iaharged  therefor  oiie  dollar  per  term.  During  the  year  1 848, 1'rom  jfnuaiy 
7  to   December  5,  4,0(39   volumes   were   taken   out.     The  number  of 
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books  taken  out  increases  every  year.  The  privilege  of  consulting  th( 
library  is  extended,  with  such  restrictions  as  the  library  committee  ma> 
from  n'metotime  prescribe,  to  all  graduates  of  the  University;  to  all  settled 
clergymen,  of  every  denoujination,  residing  in  the  city  of  Providence  and 
its  vicinity;  and  to  all  other  persons  on  whom,  for  the  purpose  of  udvancin.a 
the  arts,  science  or  literature,  the  corporation  or  library  committee  may: 
confer  it.  Books  are  occasionally  lent  to  persons  at  a  distance,  by  special 
permission  of  the  library  conunittce  or  the  corporation. 
The  present  librarian  is  Reuben  A.  Guild,  A.  M. 
There  are  two  literary  societies  of  students  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versity—the Philermenian  Society,  founded  in  1794,  and  the  United- 
Brothers  Society,  founded  in  181)6.  Each  has  a  library  of  about  3,6(X) 
volumes.  They  have  issued  elegant  and  well  prepared  catalogues.  To 
the  beautiful  catalogue  of  the  Philermenian  Society,  published  in  January, 
1849,  is  prefixed  a  history  of  the  .society,  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Thurston. 

The.  Ath€7i.annn  Library— \o.2(ii  vols.— The  Alhen^J^um  was  incorpo- 
rated  by  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island, .January,  1836.  It 
was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Providence  Library  (founded  in  1753)  and 
of  the  Athenaeum,  (fumded  in  183L.)  The  lihrary  6ontained,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  15,204  volumes.  The  yearly  average  increase  for  the  last 
ten  years  has  been  800  volumes;  the  average  annual  expenditure  for 
books,  .§1 ,200.  There  is  a  fund  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  increase 
of  the  lihrary,  yield4ng  i^SSV  .50  per  annum.  This  fund  will  soon  be  in- 
creased  to  ele\'en^housand  dollars. 

A  granite  building  was  erected  in  1 838  f  .r  the  use  of  the  Athenteum,  at 
an  expense  of  nearly  $15,000.  The  following  description  of  the  edifice 
is  taken  from  the  third  report  of  the  directors: 

"  Principal  story.— The   floor  of  the   principal  story   is  about  fifteen  « 
fpct  fioni  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  building;  this  distance  is  divided  by  t 
side  steps  at  ear-h   end  of  the  bank  in  front^;  steps    in  the  centre  of  the 
front  of  the  building,  six  feet  high,  approached  over  a  gravel  walk  on  the 
top  of  the  bank,  conduct  to  the  front  entry,  which  is'eight  feet  wide  by 
thirteen  feet  long.     There   are   two   rooms   on  each  side  of  the  entry, 
communicating  with  it,  thirteen  by  eighteen  feet  each— one  intended  for  a 
readmg-room  for  periodical  publications;  the  other  for  directors'  meetings,  il 
committees,  (fcc.  »  '  i 

"  The  library,  or  principal  room,  is  entered  through  the  front  entry,  or 
through  euher  of  the  rooms  jUst  mentioned.  It  is  thhty-two  feet  long  by 
forty-three  feet  wide  on  the  floor,  and  about  forty-four  long  by  forty-rhree 
wide,  from  within  about  seven  feet  below  and  up  to  the  ceiling;  this  difl'er- 
ence  in  length  between  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  roonns  caused  bV' 
the  space  left  over  the  reading  and  directors'  room*;,  which  is  taken  off 
from  the  library  room,  'i'hose  two  rooms  are  ten  feet  high;  the  library 
room  IS  eighteen  feet  high .  There  is  also  another  room  eighteen  feet  high, 
in  the  rear  of  the  library  room,  entrred  through  it,  the  dimensions  of 
whirdi  are  twenty  by  forty-three  feet." 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1837,  of  116  pages  Svo.;  and  a  supplement  i 
of  [OS  pages  Svo.  m  1839.     Another  is  nearly  ready  for  the  press.  • 


The  library  is  open  every  day,  Sunday  excepted'  from  the  first' of  April 
till  the  ist  of  October,  from  9  a.  m.  till  sunset;  from  October  to  April  from 
10  a.  m.  till  9  p.  m. 

Persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books  are  ownei-s  of  shares  •  tlua 
pnce  of  a  share  is  :$15,  subject  to  an  annual  tax  of  i^o,  ' 
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Every  shareholder  has  the  ridit  of  talcing  out  two  hooks  at  a  time. 
There  are  more  than  500  .shares^nearly  all  of  which  are  used  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  how  many  consult  the  library  annually.  The  number, 
bowever,  is  very  large.  According  to  article  10th  of  the  hhrary  regulations, 
Ihe  board  of  directors  may  authorize  persons  not  connected  with  the  in- 
5titntion  to  make  use  of  the  library  Thomas  Hale  Wilhams,,  librarian. 
"  This  is  a  very  well  selected  library,  embracing  the  most  important 
works  in  all  those  departments  of  English  literature  which  are  adapted  to 
the  general  wants  and  tastes  of  f\ti  enlightened  commntnty."  It  may 
Perha}>s  be  considered  the  best  English  library  of  its. size  m  the  country. 
'The  department  of  periodicals  receives  particular  attention.  Fifty-nine  re- 
irievv's,  literary  and  scientific  journals,  and  newspapers,  are  regularly  taken, 
md  are  read'"v/ith  fresh  and  ever  increasing  eagerness."  With  one  ex- 
ception, they  are  all  in  the  English  language.  Great  care  has  been  exer- 
;ised  to  procure  all  the  back  numbers,  so  that  the  series  are  generally 
jomnlete,  with  all  the  indexes,  <fcc.  ,,    ■    •, 

This  instiuition  has  been  justly  pronounced  "a  model  tor  all  similar  es- 
-.ablishments."  [Bibliotheca Sacra,  January,  1850.]  We  understand  that 
kr.  Alexander  Duncan  has  recently  presented  to  the  msutution  the  surn 
5f  tea  thousand  dollars,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of  his  uncle,  the 
ate  Cyrus  Butler,  whose  estate  descended  to  Mr.  Duncan. 
!  Libiririj  of  the  Mechanics'  Association— 2 ,'i^Q  voh.—K  catalogue  of 
ithis  library  was  printed  in  1821,  in  12mo. 

The  Rhode  Island  Historical  Societij— 2,500  vols.— This  society  was 
'founded  on  the  19th  of  Anril,  1822,  and  incorporated  by  the  Genera. 
Assembly  the  June  following.  The  society  has  published  several  volumes 
bf  "Collections."  It  has  been  faithful  and  active  m  collecting  the  ma- 
terials f  .r  the  history  of  the  State,  and  preserving  them  for  future  use. 
•^\ftpr  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  Theodore  Foster,  the  society  purcnased 
3f  his  renresehtatives  the  collections  which  he  had  been  engaged  m 
mal-ino-  during  a  long  life  devoted  to  historical  research.  They  have  pro- 
cured copies  to  be  made  of  all  orders  and  papers  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  State  in  Massachusetts,  relating  to  this  State.  The  papers  col- 
lected by  tlie  Rev.  Isaac  Backils,  author  of  the  History  of  the  Baptis:s, 
are  deposited  in  the  cabinet,  as  are  also  the  letter-book  and  corresponaence 
Df  Ez^k  Hopkins,  the  only  individual  who  ever  received  a  commission  as 
admiral  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States."  The  society  has  taken  great 
pains  to  complete  its  files  of  newspapers  printed  in  the  State.  Most  ot 
Ihei^i,  including  the  Providence  Gazette,  are  nearly  perfect. 

Soon  after  its  inco.rporation  the  State  gave  the  society  .$oOO.  1  he 
heirs  of  the  la^e  Nathan  Waterman  presented  a  lot  of  land  for  a  building. 
In  1843  the  society  had  accumulated  a  fund  of  $4,000  for  an  edifice. 
About  .s2,000  piore  were  then  raised  by  subscription,  and  in  1844  a  stone 
buildini  was  erected  on  Waterman  street,  facing  the  College  square,  to 
wli'ch  tire  collections  of  the  society  were  removed,  and  in  which  its  meet- 
ings have  since  been  held.  The  library  contains  about  2,d00  volumes, 
mostly  historical.  [See  account  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
by  W  R  Sl^x)\es.— American  Qiiarlerh/  Register,  May,\S3\\  pp.  3b2-8.] 

Friends'  Boardino;  School  Libraries— 1 ,500  vols.— The  library  of  this 
well-endowed  institution  consists  of  three  parts,  of  which  the  principal 
contains  about  1,000  volumes,  irregularly  arranged  in  a  room  in  the  cen- 
tral building.  It  embraces  a  general  collection  of  English,  scientihc,  and 
literary  works,  (novels  excepted,^  mostly  the  bequests  of  the  late  Moses 


[  120  ]  62 

BrowTi  and  his  son  Obadiah  Bro^-n — being  their  private  libraries.  N 
special  appropriation  has  been  made  for  a  regular  in  rease  of  tlie  lihrarp 
rrtjsequentiy  it  is  falling  behind  the  modern  improvements  in  science 
8omo  small  additions  of  late  works  are,  however,  made  every  year. 

Two  other  collections  of  books,  of  rather  a  juvenile  character,  are  kef 
in  each  wing,  more  particularly  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  These  contaii 
about  250  volumes  each — making  the  aggregate  of  what  are  termed  th 
library  books,  about  1,500  volumes.  This  number  does  not  include  th 
books  of  reading  and  study  used  by  tlie  pupils  in  their  daily  exercises,  fo 
which  purpose  about  600  volumes  are' in  use.  These  are  the  property  o 
the  institution;  some  are  furnished  gratuitously,  and  a  part  are  lent  to  th< 
students  for  a  compensation.  There  is  no  printed  catalogue  of  the  library 
All  the  pupils  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  juvenile  depart 
ments,and  to  those  of  the  central  librar\'^  at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian 
The  oifif^ers  use  the  central  library  at  their  pleasure. 

The  Franklin  Society,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  founded  in  1823 
has  a  library  of  5.00  volumes,  slowly  increasing.  Every  member  of  tht 
socieiy  has  a  key  to  the  library  room,  and  may  use  the  books  when  h< 
pleases. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARIES 19,637.  VOLS. 

Within  the  last  lour  years,  under  tJie  exertions  of  Mr.  Henry  Barnard, 
the  enhghtened  and  energetic  commissioner  of  public  schools,  public  li- 
braries have  been  established  in  every  town  in  the  Slate,  witii  the  excep- 
tion of  Johnston,  Bristol,  and  East  and  Wesi  Greenwich.  These  libraries 
are  composed  cif  well-.'-elected  books,  and  are  accessible  to  the  whole  pop- 
ulation. The  money  for  purchasing  them  was  mostly  subscribed  by 
public-.spiiited  individuals. 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Barnard  for  the  following  list  of  these  libraries, 
with  the  number  of  volumes  which  they  contain. 

"  Portsmouth— school  district  iN'o.  1 — 650  vols.— This  was  the  first  libra- 
ry established  in  the  State,  as  a  part  of  the  recent  movement  to  improve 
the  means  of  popular  education.  It  owes  its  origin  mainly  to  tlie  hberal  do- 
nation of  .•&100  by  Miss  Sarah  Gibbs,  a  resident  in  the  district. 

North  Providence— four  districts — aggregate,  1,200  vols. 
'    Cumberland  Hill — 500  vols. 

Smithfield — Bernon  village,  1 

"  Lonsdale  Athengeum — 1,000    I 

•'  Slatersville— SOO  > 3,475  vols. 

'•  Hamlet  village,  i 

"  Globe,  J 

"  The  library  at  Lonsdale  was  purchased  by  the  commissioner,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  ,^'550,  which  was  paid  by  the  Lonsdale  Company  The 
books  are  lent  out  to  the  inhabitants,  old  and  young,  of  the  vi'llage,  at 
a  small  charge  of  one  cent  per  volume.  More  than  seventy  dollars  were 
realized  the  first  year  from  the  circulation  of  the  books. 

^'  The  library  at  Slatersville  was  purchased  out  of  an  appropriation  of 
^500  made  by  Messrs.  Slater,  Lock  wood  and  Carter. 

''  iiurrillville— Pascoag  Man  ton  Library— 900  vols.— This  library  and  the 
libraries  in  Glocester,  Foster,  Cranston,  Hopkinton,  Richmond,  Charles- 
ton,  Ex-ter,  Little  Compton,  .\ew  Shoreham,  Jamestown,  and  Barrington, 
owe  their  existence  mainly  to  tlie  liberality  of  Amasa  Manton,  esq.,  of 
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Providence.  By  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  about  ^1,000,  he  has  been 
insivuaiental  in  raising  in  these  towns  double  that  amount,  and  has  thus 
secured  tiie  establishment  of  ten  hbraries,  with  at  least  five  thoutrand 
good  books.  Who  can  estimate  the  blessings,  individual  and  social, 
which  will  flow  directly  and  indirectly  from  the  dissemination  of  these 
books,  and  which  will  continue  to  flow  yet  more  abundantly  when  the 
liberal  donor  has  himself  passed  from  the  earth,  and  another  generation 
has  risen  up  to  have  access  to  these  libraries? 

Glocester— Manton  Library   -       '      -  -  -  -       800  vols. 

I.-^oster—Manton  Library         ...  -  -   1,000     '' 

Scituate — Aborn  North  School  Library  -  -  -       -^00 

Cranston— School  Library     -  -  -    '          -  -       ^0® 

Middletown — Sciiool  Library  ....       300 

Little  Compton— Manton  Library      -  -  -  -       ^tlO 

<^  Social  Library 

New  Shoreham  .  -  -  -  - 

James wwri  Library    - 

'■'■         '  Manton  Library  -  -  .  -  -  -       4^|^     W 

Coventry — Washington  village  -  -  -  ' 

Boweu's  Hill  Library  -  -  - 

^•'  The  Hbrary  first  named  was  given  to  the  district  by  subscribers  resi- 
dents ti'iereof.  The  Bowen's  Hill  hbrary  owes  it  origin  to  a  liberal  con- 
tribution from  Mr.  Tally  Bowen,  of  Providence. 

Warwick— Ladies'  Library  ------       500  vols. 

'^         Old  Warwick  Library      -  -  -  -       2o0  -  '^^ 

Westerly— Pawcatuck  Library       .    -  -  -  -  2. 000 

Hopkinton  and  Richmond— Manton  Union  Library  -       8()0     ^' 

Exeter— Manton  Library       -  -    ■        -  -  -       ^^^^     '^^ 

Charlestown — Manton  Library  -  -  -  -       '^^^ 

''SouthKingston.— Besides  a  small  hbrary  (200  vols.)  at  Kingston,  there 
is  an  Itinerating  library  consisting  of  about  400  volumes,  which  are  divided 
into  four  cases,  eaeh  care  containing  about  100  books,  and  these  cases 
pass  in  succession  through  the  several  villages  in  the  town. 

Warren  Lyceum         --'""'       5^,n  ^^1^ 
Barrington— District  No.  2    -  -  -  -  -       500     '^^ 

Tiverton — Globe  district        -----       ^^^ 

'^  Most  of  the  libraries  recently  established  are  open  to  all  persons  resident 
in  the  town,  who  will  pay  one  cent  a  week  for  the  use  of  a  volume,  and 
comply  with  the  regulations  which  may  have  been  adopted  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  books."  n  ui- 

Mr.  Barnard  (in  the  '^  Report  and  Documents  rela<ing  to  the  Public 
Schools  of  Rhode  Lsland  for  1848,"  pages  425  seq.)  has  given  a  histori- 
cal and  statistical  account  of  the  several  libraries  in  the  State,  with  a 
sketch  of  the  organization  and  the  history  and  by-laws  of  the  Pawca- 
tuck  Library  Association,  as  a  favorable  specimen- of  a  public  school 
library.  He  has  also  published  the  catalogue  of  this  collection,  in  94 
closely  printed  8vo.  pages.  This  library  was  selected  by  Mr.  Barnard, 
and  the  catalogue,  with  some  very  judicious  explanatory  remarks  and 
select  hints  on  reading,  \Vas  prepared  by  him.  We  extract  the  fallowing 
ParaGraphs  descriptive  of  the  catalogue,  remarking,  that  admirable  judg- 
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ment  has  been  shown  in  the  choice  of  books  and  in  the  means  adopted  for 
rendering  them  useful: 

"  The  first  oi  the  following  catalotrnes  is  a  catalngue  of  saih^ects  Its 
design  IS  not  snnpiy  fo  give  the  titles  of  the  hooks  oi  the  hbra'^rv,  but  to 
furnish  an  index  to  the  subjects  considered  in  the  books.  To  effect  this 
the  various  books  in  the  iibrary  have  been  analyzed  with  considerable 
care,  and  the  several  subjects  exhibited  l.y  them  have  been  arranged  un- 
der their  proper  heads.  The  analysis  has  been  confined  to  distinct  treat- 
ises and  separate  articles  on  subjects.  The  design  of  the  analysis,  it  is 
thought,  has  been  accomplished— viz:  to  make  the  catalo£rue  so  full  tliat 
no  one  shall  be  obliged  to  remove  a  book  from  the  shelves  m  order  to  learn 
Its  contents  or  subjects,  and  that  those  who  use  the  liUary  may  make  their 
selection  of  books  directly  from  the  catalogue.  Thus  the  convenience  of 
persons  in  their  sc^lection  will  be  greatly  promoted,  and  the  iniurious 
handling  of  the  books  be  prevented. 

^  "  In  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  subjects,  a  eatalosue  of  authors  is 
also  given,  in  which  the  names  of  all  the  authors  in  the' library  ore  placed 
alphabetically,  and  under  each  name  all  such  works  ot  that  author  as  be- 
long to  the  library. 

'\Ey  the  aid  of  these  two  catalogues  any  person,  even  those,  the  least 
tamihar  with  books,  may  very  readily  refer  to  any  work  or  any  subject 
■which  they  may  wish  to  examine. 

''In  both  catalogues  the  number  of  each  book,  as  it  stands  on  the 
library  shelves,  is  carried  out  on  the  mai-gin  of  the  page  against  its  title." 

CONNECTICUT. 

EAST    WINDSOR. 

Uhrary  of  the  Theolocrical  Ivstitute— 3,500  vols.— The  books  in  this 
library  (founded  m  1S33)  are  mostly  theological.  Thev  are  primarily  for 
Uie  use  of  the  laculty  and  students  of  the  institute,  the  library  is  open 
twice  a  week.  The  insiiiute  was  founded  in  1S33  by  the  ConereV 
Uonalists.     It  was  incorporated  in  1834.  '        ° 

IIARTFORD. 

7'he  Library  of  the  Yotmg  Men's  Institute— W,m{)  ro^.— This  library 
contains  about  10,0UU  volumes,  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about  506 
volumes  per  annum. 

An  excellent  catalogue,  prepared  on  the  same  plan  as  that  of  the  hbrarv 
of  Brown  University  was  printed  in  J844,  containing  359  pages  8vo. 
A  ^pplementary  catalogue  (in  32  pages  Svo.)  was  printed  in  1847 

1  he  preface  to  the  catalogue  contains  the  following  historical  sketch  of 
tlie  insutute: 

"The  Hartford  Young  Men's  Instkute  owes  its  origin  mainly  to  the 
interest  awakened  on  the  subject  of  lyceums  and  assocTations  for  mutual 
improvement  by  the  lectures  and  discussions  before  the  American  Lyceum 
at  Its  annual  meeting  held  at  Hartford,  May,  1838.  The  importance  of 
establishing  an  institution  in  which  all  the  young  men  of  the  city  might 
associate  f.r  purposes  of  moral  and  mental  improvement,  was  discussed 
mnong  individuals,  and  notice  for  a  public  meeting  at  Union  Hall,  on 
Friday  evening.  May  19,  1838,  was  given  iu  the  newspapers  of  the  city. 
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«♦'  *^A  public  meeting  \\tis  accordingly  held, of  which  the  Hon.  Thomas  S. 
Williams  was  made  chairman,  and  William  James  Hamersley  secretary. 
On  motion  of  Erastus  Smith,  and  after  remarks  by  Rev.  T.  H.  Gal- 
laudet,  General  Johnson,  Rev.  Mr.  Sprague,  and  Erastus  Smith,  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  young  mm  of  Hartford  associate  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  i'lupronerneut.  The  plan  of  an  association  wa.s  then  dis- 
cussed, and  its  further  consideration  postponed  to  an  adjourned  meeting 
to  be  ht^ld  on  Monday  evening,  June  4.  On  that  evening  the  meeting 
was  organized  by  apjwmting  Henry  Barnard,  2d,  chairman,  and  Eras- 
tus Collins  secretary.  The  articles  of  association,  under  the  name  of  the 
*  Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute.,'  were  then  discussed  and  adopted." 

On  the  5th  of  June  the  association  was  organized  by  the  appointment 
of  officers. 

"Th.e  officers  of  the  instiiute  immediately  issued  a  circular,  [setting 
forth  (he  importance  of  such  an  institution,  and  appealing  to  the  public 
for  support,]  and  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  July  the  president  delivered 
a  public  address,  setting  forth  the  claims  of  this  and  similar  institutions 
*ipon  the  liberal  support  of  tiie  community,  and  especially  upon  the  young 
men. 

"  The.-5e  appeals  were  promptly  responded  to  by  a  large  accession  of  mem- 
bers, and  liberal  subscriptions  in  books  and  money,  so  as  to  enable  the 
■executive  committee  to  put  the  main  departments  of  the  institute  into 
su<"cessful  operation.  A  reading-room  was  opened,  a  library  of  twenty- 
six  hundred  volumes  was  established,  a  course  of  twenty  lectures  secured, 
two  debating  classes  formed,  and  eighty-three  life  members  and  three 
hundred  and  forty-four  annual  members  subscribed  to  (he  constitution  of 
the  institute. 

'^Before  the  close  of  the  first  year  an  arrangement  was  effected  with  the 
share-holders  of  the  Hartford  Library  Company,  by  which  their  valuable 
collection  of  books,  amounting  to  about  three  thousand  volumes,  was 
transferred  to  the  institute. 

*'At  the  first  quarterly  meeting  of  the  institute,  the  executive  committee 
were  directed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  procure  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. Application  was  accordingly  made  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  its 
next  session,  in  May,  1838,  and  a  special  act  of  incorporation  was  ob- 
tained under  the  name  of  the  '  Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute.' 

"At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  institute  this  act  of  incorporation 
was  accepted,  and  the  former  constitution,  with  some  modification,  adopt- 
ed as  the  by-laws  for  its  future  government.  During  the  year  1839-'40, 
the  number  of  annual  members  was  four  hundred  and  five.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  1842,  there  were  five  hundred  and  forty  members;  of 
which  liumber,  seventy  one  were  life  members,  twenty-six  were  meujbers 
h\  virtue  of  being  share-holders  in  the  Hartford  Library  Company,  and 
twelve  were  members  having  the  privilege  of  the  library  only. 

"During  the  year  1843-'44,  the  library  was  enriched  by  a  larger 
and  more  valuable  purchase  of  books  than  in  any  former  year — eight 
hundred  and  eighty- two  volumes  having  been  purchased  by  the  library 
committee,  besides  one  hundred  and  sixteen  volumes  whicli  were  pre- 
sented by  friends  of  the  institute.  The;  interior  of  the  rooms  in  Wads- 
worth  Athenaiunij  appropriated  to  the  institute,  have  been  fitted  up  under 
the  direction  of  the  executive  committee,  mostly  Irom  subscriptions  ob- 
tained for  that  purpose. 
All? 5 
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^'During  the  brief  period  of  its  existence,  the  success  of  the  institute 
has  more°ihan  realized  tlie  anticipations  and  promises  of  its  earliest 
friends.  More  than  one  thousand  young  men,  from  every  walk  and  em- 
ployment of  life,  have  been  enrolled  among  its  members;  and  through 
them,  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  families  of  the  city  have  felt  the  m- 
fiuence  of  the  institution  in  some  one  or  all  of  its  departments  of  useful- 
ness. Two  classes  lor  debate  have  aifordcd  opportunities  for  acqumn-g 
mental  discipline,  and  the  correct,  ready,  and  elegant  use  of  the  English 
language,  in  discussions  of  questions  of  civil,  social,  and  literary  import- 
ance, at  the  weekly  or  monthly  meetings  which  have  been  held  duril^ 
the  Avhole  time.  The  reading  room,  embracing  the  most  valuable  publi- 
cations in  the  periodical  Uterature  of  this  country  and  of  England,  has 
been  visited  at  all  hours  during  the  day  and  evening,  by  members,  atxl 
strangers  introduced  by  them,  wh'd)  'have  had  any  leisure  to  spend  in  this 
form  of  relaxation  and  instruction.  The  library  (whicti,  within  six 
months  after  the  first  meeting  for  organization,  comprised  over  five  thou- 
sand valuable  works)  has  every  year,  since,  received  large  accessions  of 
whatever  of  good,  or  great,  or  beautiful,  the  English  or  American  mind 
has  produced,  till  the  range  of  selections  embraces  about  nine  thousand 
volumes.  It  lias  scattered  the  pleasures  and  advantages  of  knowledge 
broadly  through  society— more  than  one  hundred  thousand  books  having 
been  drawn  from  its  shelves.  The  lecture-room,  for  upwards  of  one 
hundred  evenings  in  all,  in  the  autumn  and  winter  of  each  year,  has 
attracted  crowded  audiences  of  the  members  and  their  friends,  to  listen 
to  addresses  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  professional  and  literary  men 
of  our  land,  who  have  thus  brought  philosophy,  science,  and  literature 
from  the  olhce,  tiie  study,  and  cells  of  scholars,  to  the  workshop,  the 
daily  business,  and  the  firesides  of  men.  And,  in  entering  on  the  seventh 
year  of  its  existence,  the  institute  is  in  the  permanent  occupancy  of  one- 
third  of  Wadsworth  Athenaeum— a  spacious,  safe  and  massive  edifice; 
chaste,  beautiful  and  attractive  in  its  architecture;  central  in  its  location; 
affording  ample  accommodations  for  the  library  and  reading  room,  (he 
classes  for  debate  and  mutual  instruction,  the  weekly  meetings  of  the 
executive  committee,  and  the  regular  quarteriy  and  annual  meetings 
of  all  the  members,  under  the  same  roof  with  the  other  literary  and 
scientific  institutions  of  the  city — a  structure  consecrated  to  the  pursuits 
of  literature,  science,  and  the  arts;  a  monument  at  once  of  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  individual  whose  name  it  bears,  and  of  the  public  spi'it  of 
the  citizens  by  whose  liberality  it  was  erected.* 

"Every  member  of  the  institute  who  shall  have  paid  all  sums  due 
from  him  to  the  institute,  and  made  good  all  damage  and  loss  which  he 
may  have  occasioned,  and  any  person  by  paying  $S  a  year  in  advance 
to  the  librarian,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  library  and 
reading  room. 

"The  library  shall  be  open  for  the  delivery  and  receipt  of  books 
every  day  (Sundavs  excepted)  from  10  a.m.  until  9  p.  m." 

In  the  eighth  annual  report,  presented  June  6,  1846,  we  find  the  fol- 


'The  Wadsworth  Atherreum  was  eiected  for  the  joint  accommodati-n  of  the  Young  Men's 
Insliiute  and  the  Couiieciicut  Histoiieal  Society.  It  ul.so  contai;  s  a  gallery  of  art.  Daniel 
Wadsworth  gave  the  land,  valued  at  5:15,000,  and  the  cit  zti:s  iubstn'ocd  about  Jp32,0l/0  for  the 
buiStling. 
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lowing  table,  exhibiting  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  at  the 
close  of  each  year;  the  number  of  volumes  presented;  the  number  of  vol- 
urnes  purchased;  and  the  amount  of.  money  annually  expended  upon 
this  department: 


No.  of  vols. 

Donations. 

Purchases.         Money  expended. 

First  year. . 

5,  620 

6,  3.35 

6, 924 
7,453 

7,  819 
8,701 

8,  871- 
8,  9b-9 

Vols.  800 
''    1.59 
''    126 
''    175 
"      75 
"    116 
'^    121 
"      21 

Vols.  1,500 

597 

"        463 

"        478 

"         280" 

882 

49 

"          97 

$1,261  91 
831  80 
678  57 
443  3^) 
393  43- 

Second  year 

Third  year 

Fourth  year 

Fifth  year 

Sixth  year 

1  078  80 

Seventh  year 

Eighth  year 

596  13 
46  21 

Whole  amount  of  money  expended 
Average  amount  per  annum 

5,330  24 
666  2^ 

Owing  to  the  time  and  labor  required  in  making  the  necessary  esti- 
mates, few  of  the  reports  announce  the  number  of  volumes  annually  cir- 
culated by  the  institute. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  that  have  been  made: 

Circulation,  first  year  -  -  -  -     2,  000  volumes.. 

Circulation,  fourth  year  ...  25,  178         ^'■ 

Circulation,  fifth  year-  -  -  -2.3,250         "• 

Circulation,  eighth  year  -  -  -  25,.11'5         '' 

The  State  Lahrai'y  of  Connecticut,  at  Hartford. — Under  thecareof  the 
Secretary  of  State  are  some  3,000  volumes  of  public  documents  and  mis- 
cellaneous books,  forming  a  nucleus  for  a  State  library.  No  distinct  de- 
partment of  the  kind  has  as  yet  been  organized. 

The  Library  af  the  Historical  Societi/  of  < .'onneciiciii — 7,000  vols. — 
This  society  was  incorporated  in  1825.  Owing,  however,  to  the  removal- 
of  several  of  the  more  prominent  members  from  the  State,  its  operations 
were  suspended  for  several  years.  Its  charter  was  revived  in  1839.  Soon 
after  which  time,  chiefly  through  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Henry  Barnard, 
(now  the  commissioner  of  schools  in  Rhode  Island,)  the  present  library 
was  obtained. 

This  remarkable  collection  was  made  by  Rev.  Thomas  llobbins,  D.  D., 
a  clergyman  o{  Rochester,  Massachusetts,  formerly  of  East  VVindsor, 
Connecticut,  one  of  the  founders  of  tlie  society.  In  early  life  he  deter- 
mined to  buy  about. 9200  worth  of  books  every  year.  This  ho  continued 
■nearly  half  a  century,  till  he  had  accumulated  about  5,000  volumes.     It 

is  a  curious  and   valuable  collection.     In  the  year it  was  transferred 

to  the  Historical  Society,  by  an  arrangement,  \vhich  constitutes  tiifevene- 
rable  collector  librarian  for  life,  and  gives  the  library  to  the  society. 

Trinity  College  Libraries  9,000  vols. — Trinity  College,  formerly  called  '■ 
W-^shiugton  College,  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  legislature  in  1823. . 


[  120  ]  68 

''There  are  3,000  volumes  belonging  to  the  college,  arranged  in  alcoves, 
and  occupying  a  rooui  in  Seabury  Hall,  in  which  are  also  the  portraits  of 
several  oliicers  and  benefactors  of  the  college.  There  are  also  two  libra- 
ries belonging  to  societies  of  under  graduates,  containing  an  aggregate  of 
6,000  volumes." — [College  Calendar.'] 

MIDDLETOWN. 

Weslcyan   University  Libraries— I)  ,123  vols. — The  Wesieyan  Univer- 
sity was  incorporated  in  1831;  the  library  was  commenced  the  same  year. 
It  contained   August  1,  184S,  5,623  volumes,  a  lew  MSS.,  maps,  and 
coins.     About  100  volumes  are  yearly  added,  and  about  $100  expended 
annually  for  the  purchase  of  bonks.     An  income  of  about  li^22.5  per  an- 
.  |ium  is  derived  from  a  tax  upon  the  undergraduates.     A  catalogue  was 
'printed  in  1837,  containing  50  pages  8vo.     The  library  is  oj>ened  every 
Monday  and  Thursday  in  term  time,  at  12  m.;  for  half  an  hour.     The  per- 
,sons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books  are:  the  faculty,  president,  grad- 
uates,  and  undergraduates.     The  last  pay  $2   per  annum.     Professor 
John  W.  Lindsay,  librarian. 

Besides  the  college  library,  the  Peithologian  and  Philorhetorian  Societies 
of  students,  connected  with  the  university,  possess  5,500  vohimes.  The 
following  remarks,  prefixed  to  the  catalogue  of  the  college  library,  give 
some  account  of  that  publication  and  of  the  history  of  the  collection:         ' 

*'  The  following  catalogue  has  been  prepared  for  the  convenience  of 
the  librarian  and  students  of  the  university.  As  the  time  which  could 
be  devoted  to  its  preparation  would  not  admit  of  a  detailed  account  of 
the  subjects,  edition,  and  other  particulars  of  each  work,  which  are  ne- 1 
cessary  to  a  full  and  complete  catalogue,  nothing  further  has  been  at- 
tempted than  an  enumeration  of  the  titles,  briefly  stated  as  might  be,  j 
and  alphabetically  arranged,  generally  with  reference  to  the  subjects.          « 

'-  The  library  has  been  enriched  by  many  valuable  donations,  only  a  few  i 
of  which  can  be  here  noticed.  The  most  valuable  was  made  by  Thomas  i 
Chapman,  esq.,  of  Camden,  New  Jert;ey,  and  is  called,  as  a  token  of  re- 1 
spect  to  the  donor,  the  Chapman  Library  of  the  Wesieyan  University. ', 
This  portion  of  the  library,  in  number  about  2,000  volumes,  consists  of  ^ 
all  the  books  in  cases  D,  E,  and  F,  except  such  as  are  marked  with  a  f. 
There  are  among  them  177  folios  and  121  quartos.  Of  these,  1,655 
Volumes  were  fixed  at  a  low  price:  one  half  of  the  amount  was  presented! 
by  Mr  Chapman,  and  the  other  half  paid  by  the  trustees.  The  remainder 
of  the  2,000  volumes  was  given  with  no  reserve  but  the  privilege  of  add-' 
ing  to  the  number.  Among  the  latter  is  a  splendid  copy  of  the  Antwerp;; 
Polyglot,  in  8  folio  volumes.  That  part  of  the  catalogue  distinguished ij 
by  a  §,  numbering  375  volumes,  was  the  library  of  the  late  John  Sum- ! 
merfield,  and  pre-ented  to  the  university  by  his  brother  in-law,  James ! 
Blackstock,  esq.,  of  New  York.  Those  distinguished  by  a  *,  are  booksil 
presented  by  the  British  conference,  valued  at  .i^lOO.  Other  valuable; 
presents  have  been  made  by  authors  and  other  individuals,  of  which  more  I 
specific  notice  cannot  be  taken  in  this  place." 

The  Friendly  Association  of  Upper  Middletown — 434  Ws. — The  ibl-u 
llowing  notice  is  from  a  historical  sketch  furnished  by  Mr.  Horace  G.  Wil- j 
Hams.     It  would  be  difficult  to  point  in  this  country  to  a  better  model  fofi 
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a  village  literaiy  society,  or  to  one  which  has  been  for  a  longer  time 
uuiiiterruptedly  prosperous  and  useful,  than  the  Friendly  Association  of 
Upper  Middletown: 

<'A  little  more  than  a  year  preceding  the  establishment  of  the  Friendly 
Association  in  this  village,  several  gentlemen  met  together  and  formed 
a  social  club  for  mental  improvement,  under  the  name  of  the  '  Debating 
Society.'  It  appears  to  have  commenced  with  a  very  respectable  num- 
ber of  members,  and  was  conducted  with  considerable  spuit  for  a  time. 
Tlie  number  of  members  became,  after  a  while,  greatly  reduced;  and  it 
was  resolved  by  the  few  remaining  to  make  some  changes  in  its  man- 
agement, preserving  whatever  of  the  constitution  and  bylaws  was 
thought  excellent.  The  new  plan  being  favorably  received  by  several 
indiv^idual.s  who  were  not  connected  with  the  '  Debating  Society,'  its 
reorganization  under  a  better  system  seemed  to  promise  success. 

''On  February  20,  1810,  the  first  meeting  was  held,  commencing  with 
thirteen  members;  and,  their  object  being  the  mutual  improvement  of 
each  other,  the  name  of  the  '  Friendly  Association'  was  very  appropri- 
ately chosen.  After  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  for  the  society,  the 
proceedings  were  regularly  organized  by  the  appointment  of  officers. 

"Of  the  early  members  who  were  particularly  active  in  establishing  and 
sustaining  the  associations,  the  names  of  Messrs.  William  C.  Redfield, 
Silas  Sage,  Joseph  Williams,  and  Martin  Ranney,  may  be  mentioned 
with  some  degree  of  pride;  the  former  of  whom  has,  by  his  contributions 
to  natural  science  since  his  residence  abroad,  secured  a  very  distinguished 
reputation  throughout  the  world.  Many  valuable  features  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  society  were  suggested  by  him;  he  is  still  warmly  at- 
tached to  it,  and  has  repeatedly  manifested"  his  interest  in  its  prosperity. 
The  foundation  of  a  permanent  library  was  a  favorite  measure  with  sev- 
eral of  the  original  members  of  the  association,  and  one  of  the  first  res- 
olutions adopted  was  to  appoint  a  committee  for  soliciting  aid  from  its 
friends  in  the  village.  As  the  result  of  this  effort,  the  sum  of  $;ll  25  in 
cash  and  53  books,  chiefly  on  biography,  travels,  and  religious  subjects, 
were  received,  the  most  liberal  donations  being  from  individuals  not  con- 
nected with  the  society.  About  two  years  later,  an  additional  fimd  was 
raised  by  subscription  among  the  members,  amounting  to  §32  25;  all  of 
which  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library. 

''The  expenses  of  the  association  have  been  managed  with  considerable 
economy,  its  principal  resources  being  the  fee  of  one  dollar  paid  by  each 
person  upon  signing  the  constitution.  Whenever  an  applicant  for  admission 
is  elected,  he  receives  a  suitable  address  from  the  president,  explainuig  his 
duties  and  privileges.  As  the  society  is  always  very  cautious  respecting  the 
character  of  such,  it  has  in  no  instance  been  forced  to  expel  a  member 
for  a  breach  of  its  regulations.  Quite  a  number  of  j-oung  ladies  have 
joined  the  association,  and  the  efl'ect  of  their  frequent  presence  at  the 
meetings  has  been  to  stimulate  the  zeal  of  the  gentlemen,  and  to  render 
their  performance  more  interesting.  Neither  sex  is  exempt  from  contrib- 
uting a  share  of  th^ir  time  and  labor  lor  the  mutual  benefit;  but,  if 
any  are  too  diffident  to  exhibit  their  own  productions  or  prefer  to  commu- 
nicate anonymously,  a  '  reader'  is  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  mis- 
cellaneous exercises  usually  embrace  a  variety  of  subjects;  they  consist 
principally,  however,  of   orignial   compositions,  recitations  of  dialogues 
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aiul  selected  pieces,  reading  of  choice  extracts,  translations  from  the 
olassics  and  modern  languages,  and  reviews  of  literary  publications.  The 
meetings  occasionally  assume  a  conversational  character:  interesting  an- 
ecdotes are  related,  natural  curiosities  and  relics  of  '  old  times'  are  shown, 
aind  chemical  experiments  are  performed ;  and  the  members  are  ahvays 
tree  to  ask  for  information  or  to  make  critical  remarks. 

*<The  practice  of  inviting  strangers  to  deliver  occasional  addresses  and 
lectures  before  the  society  originated  about  twelve  years  since,  and  has 
been  continued  to  the  present  time,  with  marked  benefit  to  theniembers. 
■''The  return  of  every  anniversary  of  tlie  association  is  always  an  event 
of  sfime  importance  throughout  our  village,  it  being  celebrated  with  a  va- 
riety of  performances  appropriate  to  the  time.  Considerablepreparatian  is 
made  for  these  exhibitions,  which  usually  include  orations,  essays,  dia- 
logues, and  dramas,  mostly  original,  together  with  songs  and  glees,  or 
instrumental  nm«TC.  Of  late  years  a  small  fee  has  been  charge(i  fJ)r  ad- 
mittance, and  with  the  'funds  thus  realized  additions  are  regularly  made 
tcr  the  library. 

"Until  1S34  the  meetings  of  the  association  were  held  in  an  old  school- 
house  which  afforded  very  inadequate  accommodations,  the  library  being 
crowded  into  the  space  of  a  few  feet,  called  the  '  lobby,'  in  one  corner 
of  the  room.  By  private  subscription  among  the  members,  and  a  gener- 
ous arrangement  with  the  proprietors  of  the  'academy'  building,  the 
free  use  of  a  spacious  and  convenient  hall  was  secured  so  long  as  the 
society  might  choose  to  occupy  it.  The  room  is  neatly  furnished,  and, 
as  the  library  can  noM''  be  displayed  to  advantage,  it  presents  quite  an 
imposing  appearance.  The  number  of  books  has  increased  to  434,  ex- 
clusive of  several  printed  essays  and  documents;  and  of  these  about  75 
volumes  have  been  received  from  different  members  within  a  few  years 
past.  For  a  short  time  a  regulation  was  in  force  allowing  a  person  to 
join  the  society  for  one  year  on  payment  of  fifty  cents,  but  it  has  since 
been  repealed.  The  actual  number  of  life  members  is  now  2T0.  Since  its 
organization  802  weekly  and  monthly  meetings  have  been  held,  their  iti- 
terest  being  very  uniformly  sustained,  and  only  twice  have  they  been 
suspended  for  a  longer  period  than  usual.  The  young  men  of  the  vil- 
lage, either  clerks,  apprentices,  students,  or  teachers,  are  generally  its  ac- 
tive members,  the  oldest  and  most  capable  of  them  being  intrusted  with 
the  management  of  its  affairs.  Possessing  a  respectable  library  and  a 
surplus  in  the  treasury,  the  future  success  of  the  association  alone  de- 
pends upon  the  persevering  efforts  of  its  friends. 

''  HORACE  G.  WILLIAMS. 
"Upper  MiDDLETOWN,  Conn.,  July  11,  1850." 

NEW   HAVEN. 

Yole  College  Libraries — 50,481  vols. — In  the  year  1700,  ten  of  the 
principal  ministers  met  at  New  Haven  and  formed  themselves  into  a 
society,  and  agreed  to  form  a  college  in  the  colony.  At  their  next  meet- 
ing, which  was  at  Branford,  the  same  year,  each  of  them  brought  a 
number  of  books,  and,  presenting  them  to  the  society,  said:  ^'^  I  give  these 
books  for  the  founding  of  a  college  in  this  colony.'''' 

Bishop  Berkeley,  about  1733,  sent  to  the  library  from  Europe  "the 
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finest  collection  of  books  that  ever  came  together  at  one  t hue  into 
America."  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Sir  Richard  Steele,  Drs.  Burnet,  Wood- 
ward, Hallev,  Beiitly,  Kennet,  Calamy,  Edwards,  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Henry,  and  Mr.  Whis'on,  presented  their  own  works  to  ihe  hbrary. 

aiie  growth  of  the  hbrary  till  1845  was  very  gradual.  In  that  year  a 
wry  large  and  valuable  accession,  selected  and  purchased  ui  hurope  by 
Professor  Kingsley,  gave  to  the  library  a  new  and  vigorous  unpulse,  and 
placed  it  among  the  best  collec^tions  of  books  in  this  country. 

It  contained  January  1,  1849,  20,515  volumes,  including  duphcates, 
of  which  there  may  be  200  to  3(K)  volumes.     'Ihe  number  of  pamphlets 
is  probably  3,000.     The  library  contains  also  a  fe.w  MSS.,  charts  and 
engravings— not  easy  to  specify  in  numbers.     The  MSS.  bequeathed  by 
President  Stiles  are  in  about  40  volumes.     For  the  last  ten  years  about 
900  to  1.000  volumes   have   been  added   annually.     Durmg   the   same 
period  the  average  annual  expenditure  for  the  purchase  of  books  has  been 
1 1,620.     There  is  a  permanent  fund  of  .^27,000  for  the  increase  of  the 
libri-ry,  yielding  annually  $1 ,620.     In  lS45-'6  a  building  was  elected  for 
the  use  of  the  College  Library  and  the  three  society  libraries.      1  he  mate- 
rial is  red  sandstone  from  Pordand,  Connecticut.     The  total  cost,  when 
stone  steps  and  pinnacles  are  added,  will  be  near  .$40,000.     The  books 
are  arranged  on  the  shelves  according  to  subjects,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
veniently practicable.     The  books  are  not  numbered.     Cat;3logues  were 
priut-ed  in  1743,  1755,  1791,  180S;  the  last  (102  pp.  Bvo.)  in  1823.      1  he 
library  is  opened  every  day  ia  the  year  (except  Sundays  and  ^hree  or  tour 
public  days)  in  term  time  from  10  a.  m.  to  I  p.  m.,  and  from  o  to  5  p.  m., 
and  in  summer  commonly  an  hour  or  two  more:  in  vacation,  every  day 
from  3  to  5  hours.     The  persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books  are,  the 
professor,  members  of  the  professional  schools  of  the  college,  and  men»- 
bers  o(  the  senfor  and  junwr  classes.     Seniors  and  juniors  pay  a  small 
charge  -others  .pay  nothmg.     The  privileges  of  the  hbrary  are  granted  to 
manv  literary  and  scientific  persons  in  town.     Books  are  lent  out,  but 
consultation  in   the  library  is  encouraged  in  preference.     1  he  number 
drawn  out  yearly,  not  known.  The  number  actually  out  on  one  day  when 
an  examination  was  made,  April  2,  1849,  was  541.     The  term  of  loan  is 
one  month,  except  to  ^he  officers  of  the  college,  who  frequently  retain 
books  until  the  general  return  in  August.     The  number  ot  visitors  trom 
€urio^ity  and  study  is,  in  fair  weather,  large.     The  number  ot  consulters 
may  vary  from  five  to  fifteen  daily.     In  answer  to  the  question,  Wave  the 
books  been  injured  at  any  time  by  insects?  Mr.  Herrick  remaiks:      Ihc 
Levisma  saccii-arina  is  common;  brought  in,  probably,  by  old  booivs.     i 
cannot  discover  that  it  eats  much,     in  my  own  library ,  at  home   two 
books  have  been  injured  by  some  boring  beetle  or  its  larva,  (probably  a 
species  of  anobium,)  so  that   I  cannot  doubt  that  books  m  our  public 
libraries   need  examination  once  a  year,  at  least,  with  reference  to  t   is 
matter."     Books  are  lent  to  persons  at  a  distance  on  application  to  ttie 
library  committee,  and   without  charge.     For  two  or  three  yem-s  pas 
books  have  been  constantly  out  of  town  under  this  legulaiion.     i.dwaia 

C.  Herrick,  librarian.  i  .    r>     .    ,   igqa.q^a 

See  also  American  Quarterly  Register,  vol.  8,  p.  14:  Boston,  lS3fa.  b^o. 
Medical  Library— 900  vols. 
Law  Library— 1,900  vols. 
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In  the  san-ie  building  with  the  College  Library,  but  in  separate  apart- 
inents,  are  the  libraries  of  tlie  three  literary  societies  of  the  college,  viz- 
the  Linoiiian,  Brothers  in  Unity,  and  Calliopean. 

Statistics  January  1,  1849: 

No.  of  vols,  by    Avenge  No.  of  vols.     No.  of  volumes 
actual  count.         added  per  year  for       drawn  out  per 
ten  years  past.  annum. 

Linonian  Society  -  -     10,646  440  11  5*iO 

Brothers  in  Unity  Society          -     10, 500  430        about  the'  same. 

Calhopean  Society         -  .       6,020  170  aix)ut  5,000 

The  society  libraries  are  opened  statedly  every  day  (or  nearly)  in  tern* 
time  for  about  3;>  minutes,  ending  at  2  p.  m.  Kach  society  libmrian  has 
usually  three  or  fnir  assistants.  The  librarian  is  selected  from  the  senior 
class;  the  assistants  are  from  the  lower  classes. 

The  lasi  catalogue  of  the  library  of  the  Linonian  Society,  printed  No- 
vernier,  1846,  contains  274  pages  Svo.     It  has  the  following  prefice: 

Ihe  Lmot.ian  Society  was  founded  in  September,  A.  D.  1753  To> 
the  members  of  the  society  of  the  class  of  1769,  and  of  the  classes  im- 
medialely  f.llowing,  we  are  indebted  for  the  frjundation  of  the  library 
hi  Uie  records  of  the  society  at  that  time  is  found  a  vote  of  thanks  ta 
1  imothy  pwiglit,  rsathan  Hale,  and  James  Hillhouse,  for  the  first  con- 
tribution  of  books. 

''  From  the  records  and  catalogues  we  are  enabled  to  show  the  number 
of  volunie^s  at  different  periods.  In  1770  there  are  stated  to  be  nearly  100 
TSl'o'i  ;l^'  ^f^'Tfc'  1'^^'  330  vols.;  1800,  475  vols.;  1811,  724  vols.: 
1822, 1,18/  vols.;  1831,  3,505  vols.;  1837,  5,581  vols.;  1841,  7,500  vols. 
1  he  present  catalogue  numbers  10,103  volumes. 

"It  has  been  attempted  to  adapt  the  present  catalogue  to  general  con- 
venience. To  this  end  it  has  been  made  as  accurate  and  systematic  as 
possible;  each  book  is  inserted  under  the  name  of  the  author,  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained,  and  again  under  the  most  prominent  word  of  the 
title.  1  he  classified  index  will  afford  a  view  of  the  resources  of  the  li-  ' 
brary  in  the  respective  departments  therein  designated  " 

The  last  catalogue  of  the  library  of  the  Brothers  in  Unity,  containing 
refac^e""-^^'  ''^^^  published  in  April,  1846.     The  following  is    thS 

/^The  library  of  the  society  of  Brothers  in  Unity  is  located  in  the  north 

7'""o  ,  .n      ?^'''  ^^''^°^  Library-building,  and  numbers  at  the  Dresent 
time  V*,140  volumes. 

"The  oldest  catalogue  which  we  have  seen,  (probably  the  oldest  i-» 
existence  )  is  a  manuscript  originally  prepared  by  Judge  Baldwin  of  this 
city,and  by  him  lately  presented  to  the  library.  Judge  Baldwin  was  li- 
brarian of  the  class  ofl781,  thirteen  years  subsequent  to  the  formation  of 
ne  society  This  valuable  relic  contains  a  list  of  only  163  volumes— but 
hose  carefully  selected  standard  works.  The  library  was  at  that  time 
keptinapnvatp  room,  and  jealously  closed  against  all  except  r,v  mb^rs . 
A  collec  ion  of  the  punted   catalogues,  nearly  if  not  quite  complete,  is  to 

J«nS";     iqV-     ■'"'■''-'^  ''^  ''^'  '""^^'S^-     ^'  '^PP^^^-^  ^'•'^'^1  these,  that 'from 
x»(J»  to  182.^  the  various  societies  issued  joint  catalogues.     The  nuin- 
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pnUS29,  2,0^0  vols.;   September,  1832,3,562  vols.;  January,  183.5, 
56a  vols.;  June,  1838,  6,078  vols.     It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that 
has  increased  with  much  greater  rapidity  within  the  last  few  vears  than 
any  lorraer  period. 

"'rhe  present  catalogue  differs  in  several  respects  from  those  which 
ive  preceded  it.  The  list  of  authors  has  been  very  much  inr-rea-ed— 
anpletcd,  so  far  as  time  would  allow— and  inserted'  in  the  body  of  the 
r.rk.  1  he  whole  has  been  rewritten,  and  in  very  many  cases  the  titles  of 
-oks  given  with  greater  distinctness.  The  index  has  also  been  render- 
more  perlect  by  the  addition  of  t'lree  or  four  new  division^  Books 
n,  therefore,  be  found  almost  invariably  under  the  name  of  the  author 
ually  also  under  the  most  prominent  word  (^{  their  own  title,  and  finally 
ider  their  appropriate  subject  in  the  index." 

The  Calliopean  Society  published  a  catalogue  (94  pages  8vo  )  on  the 
me  general  plan  as  the  others  in  February,  1846. 

All  these  catalogues  are  well  prepared,  and  elegantly  printed  The  li- 
iries  themselves  are  of  great  value.  The  societies  are  conducted  with 
narkable  spirit.  To  the  Brothers  Society  we  are  indebted  for  the  pub- 
ation  of  a  very  useful  work,  prepared  by  William  Frederick  Poole,  enti- 
1  ^An  Alpliabet.cal  Index  to  subjects  treated  in  the  Reviews,  and  other 
riodicals,  to  which  no  indices  have  been  published;  prepared  for  the 
rary  of  the  Bi-othel's  in  Unity,  Yale  College.  New  York,  Putnam, 
18:    1,'?4  pag6s  Svo."  ' 

Lib/ari/  of  ike  Young  Men's  Institute— 2 ,Sm  vols. 

NEW  YORK. 

ALBANY. 

^late  Librari/-23,274.  vols -FoimcUd  in  1818  It  is  in  two  depart- 
nts,  the  Laiv  Libiary  M\d  the  Miscellaneous  Library,  containing— 

.vLibrary-Law 5^825  vols. 

Statute  law \  253 

State  papers 2  792 

^  ,,  ,.,  — 9,870  vols. 

iCellaneous  library i3,;.>53  ^^j^^ 

:«,  atlases,  cVLc,  bound  in  volumes 51 

'^■'. ;;.;;;:;;     97 

ravings 299 

iting  and  busts 4 

'^^^ ;;'!;;;!!;:::;;;:::;     25 

"^otal 23,  699 

'here  is  also  a  large  collection  of  manuscripts  connected  with  the  his- 
of  the  State,  most  of  which  haA-e  lately  been  received  from  the  olfice 
he  Secretary  of  State,  from  Avhich  they  were  transferred  to  the  State 
•ary  m  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  and  assembly. 
;parate  catalogue  of  these,  forming  55  pp.  8vo.,  was  printed  in  18-19, 
g  iNo.  1-18  of  the  Assembly  documents.  Some  of  these  manu-cripfs 
){  great  interest  and  value.  Among  them  are  the  original  charier,  or 
t,  of  Charles  II  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  of  this  State, 
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amongst  others,  in  16C4;  several  royal  commissions,  of  which  the  oldei| 
is  that  of  Wilham  and  Mary,  in  1689,  constituting  Henry  Sloughter  cal 
lain  ffciieral  of  the  province  of  iNew  York;  oaths  of  allesiance  and  officjj 
extcndiiiir  from  1G9S  to  1810;  certificates  of  entry  for  land  and  land  pateniji 
rolls  of  laws  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  province,  6cc. 

The   following  appropriations   have   been  made  for  tlie  State  Libra  i 
since  its  foundation,  in  ISIS,  for  die  purchase  of  books,  maps,  charts,  &(i 

1818  (#:3,0<  10  for  books  and  fitting  up  rooms, &c.) $^'?^^  ": 

1819  (annual  appropriation) 

1820  (annual  appropriation) - 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

182(i 

1827 

IS  ?8 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

''     Globes 

<'     1st  vol.  Audubon 

1835 

''     2d  vol.  Audubon 

1 836 

1837 

' '     3d  vol    Audubon 

1838 = 

1839 

1810 

4C       

'<     4th  vol.  Audubon 

1841 


1842 

n       

1843.......... 

1844 

1845 

"     Warden  library 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 , 

-ill.  gj 
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rhe  value  of  the  donations  to  the  hbrary  has  been  estimated  by  Ur.  T. 

imeyn  Beck,  secretary  of  tiie  trustees,  as  follows  : 

jvious  to  1844 81;^'^^ 

iring  1844 ^    253 

1S45 1  ^21 .5 

184(5 1,915 

1S47 2'f'(i8 

1S48 800 

1849 2,250 

9,501 


'  If  to  these  we  add  the  hundreds  of  vohimes  of  laws,  journals,  dncu- 
ints,  and  law  reports;  the  copies  of  the  Natural  History  of  New  York,  of 
!  Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  etc.,  (fee,  presented  by  the  State 
ilfto  the  library,  the  total  amount  will  considerably  exceed  ten  thousand 
lars." 

Respecting  the  general  character  of  the  collection  the  select  committee 
the  assembly  on  the  library  say,  in  their  report  dated  February  3, 1849: 
Ve  feel  constrained  to  say  that  we  have  been  surprised  and  gratified  to 
d  such  completeness  in  some  of  the  departments,  and  the  whole  to  be  of 
;h  great  value.  An  examination  will  convince  all  that  it  has  become  a 
rthy  object  of  State  pride.  Already  the  law  department  is  considered 
!  most  perfect  of  any  similar  collection  in  the  States.  It  is  believed, 
0,  that  nowhere  can  be  found  so  many  useful  works  on  America  and 
lerican  affairs.  The  most  unwearied  pains  have  been  taken;  Europe 
\  this  country  have  been  ransacked  to  procure  everything  valuable  in 
s  department.  The  value  of  these  books  cannot  be  estimated  in  money, 
money  could  not  replace  very  many  of  them.  There  are,  also,  valua- 
scientific,  statistical,  documentary,  and  miscellaneous  works,  other- 
$e  inaccessible  to  Americans  generally." 

rhis  library  has,  at  different  times,  received  large  and  valuable  acces- 
ns  through  the  agency  of  M.  Vattemare  Nearly  one  thousand  vol- 
tes, mostly  in  folio  and  quarto,  besides  maps,  charts,  &c.,  have  been 
is  added  to  the  library. 

[t  is  required  by  law  that  a  catalogue  of  the  State  Library  be  published 
iry  five  years.  The  trustees  present  an  annual  report  to  the  legislature 
itaining  the  lists  of  books  added  to  the  library  since  the  previous,  report, 
e  catalogue  published  January,  1844,  contains  two  hundred  and  forty- 
jpagesSvo.  The  regents  of  the  university,  having  been  constituted 
stees  of  the  State  Library  by  act  of  the  legislature,  (passed  4th  May, 
14,)  requested,  in  their  report,  (January.  10,  1845,)  permission  to  pre- 
e  and  print,  immediately,  a  new  and  improved  catalogue.  The  legis- 
n-e  acceded  to  their  wishes,  suspending  the  enactment  requiring  quin- 
Jtmial  catalogues. 

The  catalogue  published  in  1846  is  in  two  parts,  paged  separately.  Part 
s  the  catalogue  of  the  law  library,  (252  pages  8vo.,)  prepared  by  John 
Tillinghast:  Part  2,  catalogue  of  the  miscellaneous  library,  (294  pages 
.,)  prepared  by  George  Wood.  Pages  214-252  contain  a  minute  and 
;fully  piepared  descriptive  catalogue  of  the  publications  of  the  Record 
nmiss-ion  of  Great  Britain.    A  new  ediiion,  dated  January  1,  1850,  has 
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been  printed.     It  contains  1,05S  pages  large  8vo.,  in  parts.  The  first  part! 
(245  pages)  is  an  alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  law  books,  registered  willj 
the  necessary  fulness,  under  the  names  of  the  authors.     The  second  part) 
in  35  pages,  double  colunnis,  is  a  catalogue  or  index  of  the  same  books! 
arranged  according  to  subjects.     Tlie  titles  of  subjects  are  arranged  alphaj 
betically.     The    third    part  (pages  2S3-365)  contains  statute   laws  an(! 
State  papers.     This  includes  a  list  of  (congressional  documents  since  th 
formation  of  the  government,  in  a  tabular  form,  exhibiting  the  numbei 
and  titles  of  the  volumes  published  at  each  session  of  Congress,  with  th  ! 
time  of  the  commencement  and  termination  of  each  session.     The  fourt  i 
part  (pages  36T-3T())  is  a  classification  of  statute  laws  and  State  papers] 
under  nineteen    heads,  as  commerce  and  navigation,  debates,  digests,  d 
plomatic  correspondence,  ikc.  The  fifth  and  largest  part  is  a  catalogue  cj 
the  miscellaneous  works,  (pages  377-81 5  )     Part  sixth  is  a  classification  c  j 
the  miscellaneous  works  into  five  leading  classes^  namely  :f  I)  theology,  (Sj 
government  and  political  economy,  (3)  sciences  and  the  arts,  (4)  historj 
(5)  belles-lettres,  with  several  subdivisions  under  each  class.   Part  sevent 
contains  a  catalogue  of  works  of  art,  globes,  atlases,  maps,   plans,  pain 
ing,  engravings,  busts,  and  medals,  (pages  909-9.50.)     Appended  to  the5 
are  lists  of  books  received  while  the  catalogue  was  in  press,  a  list  of  d( 
nations  to  the  Slate  Library  from  its  foundation  to  January,  1850,  and  a  d( 
s'criptive  list  of  manuscripts  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"The  works  in  the  miscellaneous  department  of  the  library,  when  m 
anonymous,  are  Uttered  with  the  author's  name,,  and  a  brief  title  of  th 
Work.     Each  work  is  arranged  on  the   shelves  alphabetically,  under  th 
initial  letter  of  the  surname  of  its  author.     Anonymous  works  are  letterd 
agreeably  to  their  subjects,  and  placed  in  like  manner  under  their  initil 
letters.     The  octavos  and  smaller  sized  volumes  are  disposed  on  one  si 
of  shelves — the  quartos  and  folios    separately,  on  other  sets  of  shelve:] 
There  are,  however,  some  few  exceptions  to  this  order.     Periodical  work  | 
such  as  magazines,  registers,  and   reviews,  scientific  journals  and  pub! 
cations  of  learned  societies,  together  with  the  dictionaries,  encyclopsdia 
and  gazefteers,  and  other  similar  works  of  repeated  reference,  are  wit 
drawn  from  the  general  arrangement  and  placed  by  themselves  for  mo 
convenient  consultation.     The  Warden  collection  it  was  thought  advi- 
ble  to  keep,  likewise,  by  itself.     The  works  of  this  collection  had  be< 
numbered  by  Mr.  Warden,  in  his  published  catalogue,   as  they  follow* 
in  his  classification.      These  numbers  have   been  cancelled,  the  worl 
t\e\v  numbered  in  their  order  in  this  catalogue,  and  indicated  by  the  ca 
ital  letters  W,  C,  with  the  number.     The  maps,  charts,  and  atlases  ha 
been  treated  in  a  somewhat  similar  manner,  and  arranged  in  the  cat 
Ibgue   among  the  other  maps  and  charts.     The  words  mV/e  and  see  a 
used  in  the  catalogue  for  two  distinct  purposes:  vide,  when  the  referen 
is  from  one  part  of  the  catalogue  to  another;  see,  when  the  reference 
to  the  book  itself,  on  the  shelves." 

The  library  is  open,  during  the  session  of  the  legislature  and  the  coui 
from  9  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m  ,  Sundays  excepted.  On  Christmas,  New-Yea 
and  other  holidays,  it  is  open  one  hour,  from  9  to  10  a.  m. 

It  is  accessible  for  reading  and  consultation  to  every  citizen.  The  f 
lowing  statutes  and  regulations  of  the  trustees  relate  to  the  use  of  t 
library: 
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Revised  Statutes,  volume  1,  part  1,  chapter  IX,  title  8,  sectioji  6. — ''It 
hall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  provide,  in  their  regulations,  that  any 
nember  of  tlie  senate  or  assembly,  during  the  session  of  the  legislature, 
)r  during  the  sitting  of  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors,  or  of  the 
;enate  only,  shall  be  permitted,  under  proper  restrictions,  forfeitures  and 
)enalties,  to  take  to  his  boarding  house,  or  private  room,  any  book  be- 
onging  to  the  library,  except  such  books  as  the  trustees  shall  determine 
ne  necessary  always  to  be  kept  in  the  library  as  books  of  reference;  but 
10  member  of  the  legislature  shall  be  permitted  to  take  or  detain  from  the 
ibrary  more  than  two  volumes  at  any  one  time. 

Ibid.,  sec.  7. — ''Before  the  president  of  the  senate,  or  the  speaker  of  the 
issembly,  shall  grant  to  any  member  a  certificate  of  the  time  of  his  at- 
endance,  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  member  has  returned  all  books 
aken  out  of  the  library  by  him,  and  has  settled  all  accounts  for  fines  for 
njnring  such  books,  or  otherwise. 

"The  trustees  hereby  declare,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  revised 
statutes,  that  the  law  library,  in  its  most  extensive  sense,  comprehends 
mch  books  of  reference  as  should  always  be  kept  in  it;  but  during  the 
session  of  the  legislature,  of  the  senate,  of  the  court  for  the  correction  of 
errors,  and  of  any  court  held  in  the  capitol,  law  books  may  be  taken  from 
he  library  to  any  room  in  the  capitol,  to  be  returned  on  the  same  day. 
rhe  librarian  shall  previously  charge  each  person  so  taking  with  the  book 
)r  books,  and  a  fine  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  imposed  for  each  day's  deten- 
ion  beyond  the  above  time.  The  regulations  above  ordained,  as  to  loss, 
njury,  or  damage  of  books,  shall  apply  in  the  present  case. 

"No  books  belonging  to  the  law  library  are  to  be  taken  to  the  miscella- 
leous  library  to  be  read;  nor  are  books,  maps,  charts,  or  prints,  be 
onging  to  the  miecellaneeus  library,  to  be  taken  to  the  law  library  to  be 
•ead  or  examined." 

The  number  of  persons  consulting  the  library  is  said  to  be  very  large, 
Dut  it  cannot  be  accurately  stated. 

The  library  is  at  present  in  the  capitol.  It  is  very  inconveniently 
odged.  The  rooms,  too,  are  completely  filled.  The  trustees  and  the  gover- 
lor  of  the  State  recommend  the  erection  of  a  new  building.  From  the 
spirit,  good  judgment  and  taste  manifested  in  the  general  arrangements  of 
;he  trustees,  we  are  led  to  hope  that  they  will  not  add  yet  another  to  the 
ong  and  melancholy  list  of  opportunities  neglected  for  giving  to  the  world 
the  plan  of  a  building  suitable  for  a  public  library.  The  present  librarian 
,s  Alfred  B.  Street. 

The  Assembly  Library  contains  6,n00  to  8,000  volumes.  "  It  is  im- 
possible for  the  librarian,  or  any  one  else,  to  tell  the  exact  number,  so 
ong  as  they  are  kept  in  the  present  manner.  All  that  can  be  crowded, 
Lwo  rows  deep,  upon  the  shelves  in  the  clerk's  room,  are  there.  The  rest 
ire  in  the  garret  of  the  capitol.  This  library  is  increasing  very  rapidly." 
The  select  committee  of  the  assembly  on  the  library  (from  whose  report 
the  above  extract  is  taken)  recommend  the  providing  of  better  accommo- 
iations  for  this  collection.  It  should  be  remarked  that  this  collection  con- 
tains several  copies  of  most  of  the  public  documents  of  the  State.  The 
number  of  different  works  is  consequently  much  smaller  than  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  volumes  would  seem  to  indicate. 

The  Library  of  the  Young  Meii' s  Association — 4,500  vols. — The  Young 
Mien's  Association  for  JMutual  Improvement,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  was 
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founded  on  the  13th  of  December,  A.  D.  1S33.  "  The  plan  original! 
contetn|)latod.  and  wliich  lias  been  hitherto  carried  into  successful  oper; 
tion,  was  to  furnw.h,at  the  cheap  rate  of  two  dolhirs  per  annum,  admissio 
to  a  news  and  periodical  room,  in  which  all  the  leading  journals  and  p 
riodicais  of  the  State  and  nation,  and  such  foreign  ones  as  were  deeme 
proper,  should  be  taken;  the  privilege  of  taking  books  from  a  library, 
which  additions  are  constantly  being  made  of  new  and  valuable  public; 
tions;  attendance  upon  popular  lectures  on  literary  and  scientific  subjec 
at  least  once  a  week  during  the  winter  months,  and  opportunities  for  d 
bate  dining  the  same  period.  Such  extended  means  of  information,  of  j 
varied  and  practical  a  character,  it  is  confidently  asserted,  were  never  b' 
fore  oflered  at  so  cheap  a  rate."  [See  introductory  remarks  to  a  pamphl 
containing  the  charter,  with  the  rules,  &c.,  of  the  Young  Men's  Assoc 
ation  in  Albany,  IS47.] 

The  association  was  incorporated  by  act  of  legislature,  passed  Marc 
12,  1S35. 

The  library  contained  (January,  184S)  4,015  volumes,  valued  : 
$;3,T26  26.  Tiiere  were  added  during  the  previous  year,  by  purcha: 
3TU  volumes,  by  donation  24  volumes. 

The  follov\'iiig  sunmiary  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  associatioj 
taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  its  presidents,  from  the  time  of  its  orgai 
ization  to  184T,  is  annexed  to  the  pamphlet;  before  mentioned,  coiiiaii 
iug  the  charter,  tfcc. : 

•'  ■  Vci'.-T;:',;:,  ,:  sirr      ."');(liJ 


Year. 

No.  newspa- 

Oiher  periodi- 

Volumes in 

Annual  in- 

Nucrtber c 

n<  rs  tiikeii. 

cals. 

the  library. 

crease. 

members. 

February,  1834 

93 

23 

811 

811 

644 

Do         1835 

87 

20 

917 

106 

373 

Do         1836 

84 

16 

1,  if;9 

2.^2 

642 

Do         1637 

80 

30 

1,369 

200 

608 

Do         1338 

8(1 

25 

1,711 

342 

725 

Do         1839 

91 

29 

2, 2U5 

494 

901 

Do         1840 

85 

30 

2,244 

39 

1,036 

Do         1841 

81 

25 

2,618 

374 

1.053 

D)        184-2 

88 

31 

3,067 

-     449 

1,084 

Do        1843 

78 

20 

3.208 

141 

906 

Do         1.-45 

63 

18 

3,  3-23 

.... 

844 

Do         1846 

76 

19 

3.  6 1 6 

'293 

933 

Do         1847 

76 

20 

4,015 

399 

1.204 

A  catalogue  of  the  library,  classified  with  an  alphabetical  index,  wii 
published  in  January,  1848.  It  contains  103  pages  8w.  An  earlier  cai 
alogne  was  printed  in  1843      The  librarian  is  A.  F.  Lansing.  [ 

Library  of  Ui.a  Slate  Normal  School— ii,65S  vols. — In  the  report  fi^ 
1840  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  Ne5 
York,  establislied  at  Albany  in  1844,  it  is  stated  that  "a  donation  for  ai; 
educational  library  has  been  made  to  the  Normal  School,  by  the  execijj 
tors  of  the  Hon.  James  Wadsworth,  out  of  certain  funds  left  by  that  dij 
tinguished  friend  of  education,  to  be  disbursed  in  such  manner  as  woull 
best  promote  the  intere.'^ts  of  liie  schools  of  the  people."  This  valuabt 
donation  has  been  received^  and  composes  the  piincipal  part  of  the  ''Mil 
cellaneous  Library."^,!^   ^^^^^^.^^  ,  1^,^^,,.,.  .^j^  ^luiJiiiooaiiA  a'.,  -l/: 
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''There  are  at  present  745  volumes  in  the  Miscellaneous  Library.  The 
>xt  Book  Library  numbers  6,113  vohnnes." — [Report  January  12, 1849.] 

With  reference  to  the  general  character  of  the  books,  in  the  "First 
iuiiiqiiennial  Register  and  Circular  of  the  State  Normal  Scliool,  Septem- 
er,  1S49,"  it  is  stated:  "Besides  an  abundant  supply  of  text  books  upon 
11  the  branches  of  the  course  of  study,  a  well  selected  misv.'ellaneous 
brary  has  been  procured,  to  which  all  the  pupils  may  have  access  free  of 
harge.  In  the  selection  of  this  library  particular  care  has  been  exercised 
")  procure  most  of  the  recent  works  upon  education,  as  well  as  several 
aluable  standard  works  upon  the  natural  sciences,  history,  mathematics, 
:c.  The  State  Library  is  also  freely  accessible  to  all.  The  library  is 
nder  the  charge  of  Mr.  Webb,  one  of  the  teachers  of  the  school,  who 
eserves  especial  commendation  for  tlie  care  taken  by  him,  in  arranging 
nd  preserving  the  books.  The  Miscellaneous  Library  now  numbers  783 
olumes,  showing  an  increase  of  38  volumes  since  the  last  report.  In  the 
>xt  Book  Library  there  are  4,338  volumes  fit  for  use." — [Annual  report 
u-  1850.  J 

Library  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society — 600  ro '5. — This 
aciety  was  organized  in  February,  1832,  and  was  incorporated  the  same 
ear.  It  has  gradually  been  collecting  a  library,  composed  mostly  of  agri- 
ultural  works,  pamphlets  and  periodicals  During  the  last  year  (1848) 
bout  100  volumes  were  added  by  p\u-chase,  and  upwards  of  100  by  dona- 
on.  The  library  is  now  much  used,  and  the  Executive  Connnittee,  in 
leir  report  for  1848,  urge  that  it  should  be  so  increased  as  to  contain  all 
le  valuable  works  on  agriculture,  horticulture,  <fcc.,  published  in  this  and 
ther  coiuitries,  both  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  society,  who  are 
•equently  called  upon  lor  information,  and  for  the  farmer  and  others  in- 
jrested  in  agriculture. 

Library  of  the  Albany  Mcdkol  College — 2,212  vols. — The  books  arc 
lost  of  them  new  and  in  good  preservation.  Their  value  is  estimated  at 
5,900.— [Regents'  repoit,  1850.] 

Library  ly'  the  Albany  Institute — 3,323  vols. — The  Albany  Institute 
ras  established  in  1828.  In  1832,  the  library  consisted  of  1,592  vohnnes, 
nd  the  museum  of  10,444  specimens  in  natural  history.  The  library  at 
resent  (1849)  contains  3,323  volumes. 

AUBURN. 

Theological  Seminary  Library — 6,000  vols. — This  seminary  was  found- 
d  bv  the  Presbyterians,  and  commenced  operations  in  1821. 

BROOKLYN. 

The  Library  of  the  Uuiteil  States  Naval  Lyceum — 2,971  vols. — The 
iTceuni  was  founded  in  1833,  and  possesses  a  library  of  2,971  volumes, 
78  maps  and  charts,  531  conis,  49  medals,  and  75  engravings.  It  is 
pen  daily  from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  to  3  p.  m.  Members  of  the  lyceum  may 
ike  books  out  of  the  library.  Few,  however,  are  taken  out.  The  (officers 
f  the  station  resort  to  the  library  for  reading,  "^i'he  library  is  at  present 
nder  the  charge  of  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Smith,  surgeon  of  the  United  Slates 
avy. 

City  lAbrary — 3,000  vols. — Founded  and  incorporated  in  1830.     The 
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books  (400)  of  the  Hamilton  Association  have,  lately  been  purchase 
The  whole  now  occupy  a  part  of  the  Free  Library  room  of  the  Brookl}, 
Institute,  but  are  not  merged  in  the  library  of  the  institute.  It  is  hopt 
that  t'le  City  Library  will  be  the  nucleus  of  a  large  and  valuable  coUectioi 
A  right  in  the  library  costs  .Vj25;  annual  assessment,  $3.  Persons  n^ 
owning  ''  rights  "  may  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  library  on  paying  $5  pi 
annum.  An  alphabetical  catalogue  (SO  pp.  Svo.)  was  published  in  184 
The  act  of  incorporation  and  by-laws  are  prefixed  to  the  catalogue.  Ti 
library  is  under  the  care  of  the  institute,  and  no  separate  librananis  cl 
ployetl . 

Yuutfis^  Free  Library  of  the  Brooldi^n  Insl.ituie — 3,028  vols. — The  i; 
stitute  was  founded  August,  1823;  chartered  September,  1824,  by  i\ 
name  of  the  Apprentices'  Library  Association  of  Brooklyn;  charter  renew( 
April  13,  1843,  and  name  changed  to  the  Brooklyn  Institute.     The  Fn 
Library  dates  from  1828.     The  present  rate  of  increase  is  from  200  to  5( 
volumes  a  year.    The  expenditure  for  books  varies  from  SoO  to  $2.50  a  yea 
Many  books  are  annually  worn  out  by  constant  use.     There  is  at  presei 
no  permanent  fund  for  the  increase  of  the  library.     A  part  of  the  rent 
the  institute  rooms  is  devoted  to  that  purpose.     The  sum  of  |;5,000 
about  to  be  invested  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  library.     A.  building 
granite  and  brick  was  erected  for  a  lyceum,  at  an  expense  of  .^30,000. 
was  sold  under  mortgage,  bought  by  an  individual,  and  presented  to  tli 
trustees  expressly  for  a  library.    It  is  eighty  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide,  anj 
three  stories  high.     Four  catalogues  have  been  printed  since  1829;  tl: 
last  in  1849  (114  pp.  12mo.)    The  library  is  open  three  times  a  week,  fi 
three  hours  each  time,  for  taking  out  books,  and  every  evening  for  coi 
sultation.     About  30,000  books  are  taken  out  each  year.     The  librariar 
are  vohuiteers,  and  frequently  change. 

"Minors  of  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards  may  have  free  access  to  tl 
Youths'  Free  Library,  Brooklyn  Institute,  subject  to  the  following  ruh 
and  regulations,  viz:  ( 

1.  "A  guarantee  will  be  required  for  the  safe  return  of  all  books  loanecj 

2.  ''Each  reader  will  be  required  to  purchase  a  catalogue,  attwenty-fi^i 
cents.  The  numbers  of  the  books  wanted  must  be  legibly  marked  on  thl 
card  supplied  for  that  purpose  previous  to  coming  to  the  library.  I 

3.  "Books  may  be  returned  every  week,  or  kept  out  two  weeks;  if  ke|i 
longer,  they  must  be  renewed,  or  the  reader  will  be  fined  as  follows:  eac! 
quarto  volume  12.^  cents,  octavo  volume  6  cents,  duodecimo  voliune  j 
cenis  per  week.  i 

4.  "Books  lost,  defaced,  or  injured  in  any  way,  by  being  torn,  soilecj 
written  in,  or  leaves  turned  down,  such  damage  to  be  paid  for  by  tb' 
reader  as  the  librarian  may  deem  proper.  If  a  volume  of  a  set  be  lost  ci 
injured,  the  whole  set  to  be  paid  for.  j 

5.  "No  conversation  allowed  among  the  readers  in  the  room  during  th| 
time  of  giving  out  books,  and  all  disorderly  conduct  in  or  near  the  librari 
will  forfeit  ihem  the  use  of  the  books,  and  also  the  admission  to  the  le(j 
tures.  Readers  are  required  to  leave  the  roonv  as  soon  as  they  havi 
received  their  books.  | 

6.  "Books  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  shall  not  be  taken  from  the  1| 
brary  exce[)t  by  special  permission.  j 

7.  "No  reader  can  receive  a  book  from  the  library  until  he  shall  havil 
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laid  all  fines,  and  made  good  all  damages  he  may  have  occasioned,  and 
10  book  belonging  to  the  library  can  be  lent  by  the  reader  to  any  persoii 
lit  of  the  dwelling  of  the  reader. 

S.  ''Tire  library  will  be  open  for  girls  every  Thursday  from  3  to  4  o'clock 
I.  m;  for  boys  every  Monday  and  Saturday  evenings — from  May  to 
<foveinber,  from  T  to  9  o'clock;  November  to  May,  from  (3  to  S  o'clock. 

9.  ''Members  of  the  institute  may  have  the  use  of  the  library,  subject  to 
he  above  regulations." 

BUFFALO. 

Library  of  the  Youmr  Melius  Association— 6,^1)0  vols. — This  society 
iras  incorporated  3d  March,  1S37.  it  has  (January,  1849)  a  library  of 
,500  volumes,  which  is  well  selected  and  arranged,  and  contains  many 
are  and  valuable  v^'-orks.  The  collection  in  English  and  American  his- 
)ry  and  literature  is  very  full  and  valuable.  Many  of  the  editions  are 
are  and  costly.  The  library  is  increasing  rapidly — say  400  volumes  per 
nnum.  It  is  open  daily  from  8  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  There  is  a  separate 
eading-room  for  newspapers  and  periodicals.  Blost  of  the  leading  reviews 
f  the  day  are  subscribed  for.  A  lot  of  ground  has  been  purchased  in 
le  city  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  suitable  building  for  its  pur- 
oses,  and  the  executive  committee  are  now  engaged  in  raising  the  means 
1  erect  the  same;  the  estimated  cost  of  the  lot  and  building  being  about 
;14,0(0. 

The  number  of  volumes  drawn  from  the  library  during  the  past  year 
1848)  is  14,200;  being  an  increase  of  3,600  volumes  over  the  preceding 
ear.  Of  the  volumes  thus  read,  38  per  cent,  were  M^orks  of  fiction;  30 
er  cent,  history,  biography,  travels,  &-c.;  IT  percent,  standard  literatiu'e; 
nd  9  per  cent,  science. 

The  number  of  volumes  drav.ai  in  each  year  since  the  foundation  of  the 
ssociation  is  as  follows:  1^30,5.500;  IS3T,  7,500;  1838,0,300;  1839, 
,000;  1840,  6,400;  1841,  10,400;  1842,  11,100;  1843,  9,000;  1844, 
,000;  1845,  8,200;  1846,  9,250;  1847,  10,600;  and  in  1848,  14,200,  as 
efore  stated. 

In  1S47  a  handsome  and  coiivcnient  catalogue  was  printed,  containing 
46  pages  8vo.,  in  Ixvo  parts.  "Part  one  conjprises  a  complete  descriptive 
atalogue  of  all  books  in  the  library  at  this  date,  (except  novels  and  works 
a  foreign  languages,)  with  the  names  of  the  authors  arranged  alphabetical- 
Y;  the  arrangement  including  the  first  and  second  letter  of  each  name.  All 
/orks  published  anonymously  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  ^aiimiy- 
10VS.'  Part  two  is  a  catalogue  of  the  titles  of  the  works  comprised  in  part 
ne,  classified  according  to  subjects,  and  arranged  alphabetically.  Ap- 
ended  to  the  catalogue  is  a  list  of  all  works  in  the  library  published  in 
.)reign  languages." 

Of  the  last  mentioned  class  tliere  are  but  few  boiiks,  and  those  mostly 
ledical  works  in  J.atin. 

Besides  the  library,  the  asj-ociation  possesses  a  cabinet  of  natural  his- 
Dry,  containing  about  250  mineralogioal  and  geological  specimens,  a  cata- 
Dgue  of  which  is  appended  to  the  thirteenth  annual  report  (1849.)  The 
ssociation  also  provides  an  annual  course  of  lectures,  free  to  members; 
thSrs  are  charged  12.^  cents  each  lecture.  The  annual  reports  arc  geur 
■rally  printed.  The  Ubrariaii  is  Phineas  Sargent. 
Mis.— 0 
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The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  possesses  a  library  ! 
of  519  volumes,  the  estimated  value  of  which  is  $800. — [Regents'  report  j 
1S50.] 

CLINTON. 

Hamilton  College  Libraries — 10,300  vols. — The  College  Library  waj 
founded  with  tlie  college,  in  IS12,  and  contains  about  3,500  vols.  The 
average  annual  expenditure  for  books  the  last  ten  years  has  not  exceeded 
$G0.  There  is  no  permanent  fund,  except  an  income  of  $50  attached  tc; 
the  department  of  classical  literature.  The  library  room  is  about  75  feel 
by  20  feet,  in  the  same  building  with  the  chapel.  A  catalogue  was  pub- 
lished soon  after  the  college  was  organized,  but  it  is  now  out  of  print. 
The  library  is  opened  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  of  each  weelc,  between 
the  hours  of  12  and  1  o'clock.  All  persons  connected  with  the  college — ' 
trustees,  officers,  and  students — are  allowed  the  use  of  the  books  gratu-: 
itously.     Anson  J.  Upton,  librarian. 

The  Union  Society,  formed  in  18.31,  has  a  library  of  .3,400  vols.  The 
triennial  catalogue,  printed  at  Utica  in  1847,  55  pages  Svo.^  contains  names 
of  members,  catalogue  of  the  library  and  of  the  cabinet.  The  cabinet 
contains  about  4,300  specimens,  including  minerals,  shells,  plants,  birds, 
and  objects  of  curiosity;  about  250  rare  and  beautiful  Chinese  birds  were 
collected  for  the  purpose,  and  presented  by  Rev.  Dr.  Parker  of  China. 

The  Phoenix  Society,  formed  ,   has  a  library  of  3,400  vols.     The' 

triennial  catalogue, published  in  November,  1S47,  61  pages  8vo.,  contains 
the  names  of  members;^  catalogue  of  books,  and  of  articles  in  the  cabinet. 

EAST    HAMPTON. 

Library  Company — 563  vols. — This  library  was  founded  by  Dr.  Lyman 
Beecher,  in  the  year  1803,  and  has  been  a  useful  institution.  It  increases 
slowly  from  the  proceeds  of  assessments.     Sylvanus  Jones^,  librarian.         i 

FLUSHING.  i 

I 
St.  PauVs  College  Library.— 2, SQO  vols. 

FORDHAM. 

St.  Jolrn^s  College  Library,  and  St.  Joseph'' s  Seminary  Library — 9,500 
vols. — These  two  libraries  (founded  in  1840,)  though  distinct,  are  under) 
the  same  management.  St.  John's  College  Library  contains  5,500  vols., I 
St.  Joseph's  Seminary  Library  4,000.  The  latter  possesses  an  illuminaied'j 
manuscript  of  the  bible,  probably  of  the  fourteenth  century;  the  first  fourj 
pages  missing.  About  4,000  volumes  of  the  St.  John's  College  Library^ 
have  been  received  within  the  last  three  years,  by  donations  and  thei 
transfer  of  the  library  of  another  institution.  This  library  occupies  two. 
rooms — one  circular,  (18  feet  in  diameter,)  the  other  oblong,  18  by  30  feetjj 
the  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects.  St.  Joseph's  Library  occu-s 
pies  a  room  15  by  30  feet.  It  contains  only  w'orks  in  divinity  and  kindredJi 
sciences.  The  catalogue  is  well  kept  in  a  folio  manuscript,  but  has  not) 
been  printed.  The  libraries  are  opened  daily  from  morning  till  night.' 
The  faculty  and  students  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  books  gratuitously;  j 
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books  are  lent  to  others  on  application,  when  there  is  prospect  of  their  sa'e 
return.     Rev.  I.  Legouais,  librarian. 


GENEVA. 

Geueim  College  LiJjraries — 6,429  vols. — The  library  commenced  with 
the  college,  in  1825,  and  contains  about  2,000  vols,  and  1,600  pamphlets; 
and  increases  at  the  rate  of  70  or  SO  vols,  yearly,  most  of  which  are  gifts. 
A  very  imperfect  catalogue,  now  out  of  print,  was  published  some  years 
ago.  There  is  no  regular  time  of  opening  the  library.  There  is  also  a 
library,  founded  in  1835,  connected  with  tlie  medical  department;  it  con- 
tains about  600  volumes,  valued  at  $1,500,  A  society  of  under  graduates 
3f  the  college  (theHermasan  Society)  possesses  a  library  of  3, 669"volumes, 
to  which  additions  are  annually  made  h'om  the  proceeds  of  a  tax  upon 
ihe  members.  From  this  library  the  students  are  mostly  supplied  with 
books,  though  they  are  allowed  to  use  the  College  Library  without  charge. 
The  HermcEan  liibrary  is  opened  daily  for  an  hour.  Joseph  M.  Clark, 
A.  B  ,  tutor  and  librarian  of  the  College  Library. 

HAMILTON. 

Madison  UiiiversHy  Libraries — 7,000  vol.9. — This  institution  was  es- 
:ablished  in  May,  1820,  by  the  Baptist  Education  Society  of  the  State  of 
Sew  York.  It  was  called,  till  within  tAvo  or  three  years,  the  Hamilton 
Literary  and  Theological  Institution.  ''One  principal  object  aimed  at  by 
he  early  conductors  of  the  institution,  was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
>ood  library.  Many  of  the  first  donations  were  received  in  books,  and 
It  the  end  of  the  seventh  annual  report  we  find  a  'list  of  hooks,  &c.' 
rom  which  we  learn  that  the  library  contained  450  volumes."  [See 
ilistory  of  the  Hamilton  Institutien,  by  Professor  J.  H.  Raymond,  in  the 
Irnerican  Quarterly  Register  for  February,  1843.]  Most  of  the  library  is 
)wned  by  the  Baptist  Education  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  A 
imall  portion  is  owned  by  the  University  board.  It  was  begun  in  1822, 
hough,  for  many  years,  scarcely  any  additions  were  made,  except  by 
)Ccasional  donations,  and  those  small.  It  contains,  at  present,  4,900  vols. 
rhe  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects,  particular  portions  of  the 
oom  being  assigned  to  a  particular  class,  as  classical  literature,  sacred 
)hilology,  church  history,  modern  languages,  &c.  Within  each  section 
he  books  are  arranged  according  to  their  size.  There  is  no  printed  cata- 
ogue.  The  library  is  opened  for  consultation  every  day  at  1^  o'clock, 
.nd  is  kept  open  until  4  o'clock,  except  Saturday.  Books  are  drawn  three 
imes  a  week.  The  students  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  by  the 
)ayment  of  25  cents  per  term  ;  the  board  of  trustees,  faculty,  and 
clergymen  of  the  place,  gratuitously.  Books  are  always  lent  by  the  libra- 
ian  to  gentlemen  of  responsible  character  who  desire  them.  Books  are 
bus  occasionally  lent  to  persons  at  a  considerable  distance.  Prolessor 
L.  C,  Kendrick,  librarian. 

Students'  libraries,  2,100  volumes. 

HARTWICK. 

Theological  Seminary  Library — 1,000  vols. — This  is  a  Lull.eiaa  insti- 
ation,  and  was  incorporated  in  1815. 
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HUDSON. 


The  Franklin  Library— 1 ,0oS  vols.— The  Franklin  Library  Associatior 
was  incorporated  in  April,  1S3S.  Its  libiarjr  contains  1,058  volumes 
It  has  also  a  philosophical  apparatus.  The  library  is  open  every  Saturday 
evening  from  T  to  9  o'clock.  The  members  pay  two  dollars  a  year  f-> 
the  use  of  the  library,  and  for  all  the  privileges  of  the  institution.  Thi 
executive  committee  have  power  to  extend  the  use  of  the  library  to  others 
Durin^  the  summer,  about  3.5  books  per  week  are  lent  out;  during  winter 
about  TO  per  week.  J.  C.  Newkirk,  corresponding  secretary.  A  cata| 
lo-^ue,  with   the  bv-laws,  was  printed  in  1849,  containing  21  pp.  12mo 


KEAVBURG. 


Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church- 
3  230  vo/5.— This  seminary  was  incorporated  in  1835.  The  library  o 
the  Associate  Reformed  Church  was  founded  in  1S02,  and  contams  3,2o( 
volumes,  and  some  manuscripts.  The  only  considerable  accession  dunn; 
the  last  ten  years  was  the  donation  of  the  Rev.  R.  Forrest,  contain 
in^  855  volumes.  A  catalogue,  16  pages  Svo.,  was  printed  in  1848 
The  library  is  open  for  one  hour  on  Thursday  of  every  week  m  term  time 
and  the  use  of  it  is  free  to  all  persons  connected  with  the  institution.  H 
Connelly,  librarian. 


NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Mercantile  Library  Association— 21 ,674  ro/^.— Founded  m  1820.     Th 
library  contained  January  1,  1850,  31,674  volumes;  a  respectable  cabi' 
net  of  specimens  in  geology  and  mineralogy;  also   a  small  collection  c 
curiosities,  belonging^o  the  association.     The  yearly  average  number  c 
volumes  added  to  the  library,  for  the  last  ten  years,  is  1 ,561.      .  he  yearl; 
average  expenditure  for  books,  during  the  same  period,  is  82,126  o8.     i 
brick  building  was  erected  for  the  association  in  1830,  at  a  cost  of  Soo,00(j 
It  is  50  feet  by  90  feet.     The  rooms  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  assr 
ciation  are  upon  the  2d  and  3d  stories.     The  library,  lecture  room,  aw 
directors'  room,  are  on  the  2d  floor;  the  reading-rooms  and  conversatio: 
room  on  the  3d  floor.      There  is  no  systematic  arrangement  of  the  booK 
according  to  subjects.     The  books  are  placed  in  alphabetical  order,  sepr 
rating  languages  and  fiction,  and  dividing  according  to  size.     The  alphc 
betical  arrangement  has  been  adopted  solely  on  account  of  its  practice  I 
convenience.     Catalogues  were  printed  as  follows:  1st,  in  1825,  in  12mo.  j 
2d,  in  1S2S,  in  12mo.;  3d,  in  1S30,  in  Svo.;  4th,  in  1834,  in  Svo.,  5t 
in  1837,  prepared  by  Edward  Johnston,  esq.,  in  Svo.,  and  supplement  i  i 
1840;  6th,  alphabetical,  with  a  classified  index,  in  1844,  300    pp.^Sve  < 
another  is  in  preparation.     The  library  is  open  every  day  from  10  o  cloc^ 
a.  m.  to  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  holidays.     Merchant^ 
clerks  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library,  on  subscribing  the  const  ^ 
tution  and  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  $1,  and  $1  for  the  first  six  months'; 
Merchants  and  others  are  admitted  on  the  payment  of  an  annual  sul:  '■ 
scription  of  $5,  but  are  not  eligible  to  oflice.     More  than  75,000  vohimtJ 
are  lent  out  annually!     About  6,000  persons  annually  consult  the  library 
without  taking  away  books.     S.  Hastings  Grant,  librarian.  j 
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From  reports  of  the  directors  we  gather  the  following  additional  facts: 

'<The  first  public  meeting  of  merchants'  clerks,  for  the  purpose  of  consid- 
■eringthe  expediency  of  establishing  a  library  and  reading-room,  was  held 
<m  the  9th  of  November,  1820.  A  snbsetpient  meeting  was  held  on  the 
2Tth  of  the  same  month,  at  which  a  constitution  was  adopted,  and  the 
first  officers  elected.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the  public  for  money 
and  books-,  and  clerks  were  invited  to  become  subscribers.  The  library 
was  opened  February  12,  1S2I,  in  a  room  at  No.  49  Pulton  street,  and 
contained,  at  that  time,  700  volumes.  The  number  was  increased  be- 
fore the  year  expired  to  1,000  volumes.  The  number  of  subscribers 
was  175. 

"The  institution,  during  the  early  years  of  its  existence,  encountered 
a  good  deal  of  hostility  from  a  class  of  short-sighted  and  narrow-minded 
merchants,  who  fancied  their  clerks  could  not  devote  their  whole  souls 
to  their  business  if  they  were  allowed  the  recreation  which  the  library 
burnished.  In  1825  special  efforts  Avere  made  to  sustain  and  increase 
the  usefulness  of  the  institution;  Mathin  six  months,  more  than  200  addi- 
tional mend^ers  were  obtained,  and  subscriptions  of  money  were  raised 
to  the  amount  of  .^795,  besides  many  valuable  books.  During  this  year 
the  first  catalogue  was  issued.  The  next  year, 1826,  the  lilirary  was  re- 
moved to  more  spacious  apartments  in  Cliff  street,  and  a  reading-room  was 
established. 

<'Ia  1827  lectures  were  established,  which  have  since  become  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  useful  parts  of  the  plan  of  the  establishment.  In 
February,  1828,  at  a  meeting  of  prominent  merchants,  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  institution,  it  was  agreed  to  raise,  by  subscription,  a  sum 
sufficient  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  permanent  accommodation 
of  the  library.  The  contributors  formed  themselves  into  a  company  call- 
ed the  Clinton  Hall  Association.  The  sum  of  ,^33,500  was  raised  during 
the  year  in  sums  varying  from  !^1,000  to  .$;100.  A  building  was  erected 
on  the  corner  of  Beekman  and  Nassau  streets,  and,  under  the  name  of 
Clinton  Hall,  was  dedicated  on  the  2d  of  November,  1830,  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies,  to  literature,  science,  and  the  arts.  The  entire  cost 
of  the  land  and  building  was  about  $5.5,000.  This  left  an  indebtedness 
of  §21 ,500,  secured  by  a  mortgage  which  has  been  gradually  reduced  to 
$4,000,  which  the  net  income  of  two  years,  arising  from  rents  of  rooms 
not  occupied  by  the  association,  will  more  than  cancel.  The  Clinton 
Hall  Association  stands  in  the  relation  of  guardian  to  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association;  the  latter  bting  assured  of  a  full  and  perpetual  owner- 
ship in  the  building  as  elfectually  as  if  the  title  were  in  its  own  coporate 
name.  On  the  removal  of  the  library  to  the  new  building,  it  numbered 
6,000  volumes. 

''In  1630  the  trustees  of  Columbia  College  conferred  upon  the  institution 
two  scholarships,  and  in  1848  the  University  of  the  city  of  New  York 
placed  two  foundations  at  the  disposal  of  the  directors  of  the  association. 

"The  class  department  originated  with  the  board  of  1838,  and  has  been 
in  active  operation  every  succeeding  year.  I  p  to  January,  1850,  1,281 
members  have  received  instructions  in  the  following  branches:  French 
language,  (329-  Spanish,  173;  German,  93;  Italian,  11;  bookkeeping, 
125';  penmanship,  89;  chemistry,  48;  music,  48;  elocution,  43;  drawing, 
il;  mathematics,  11." 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  report,  presented  January,  1S50,  contains  the 
fbilowing  table,  exhibiting — 
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Animal  additions  r,f  members  nyid  books,  expenditures  for  books,  total  re-\\ 
ceijjis,  Sf'c.j  from  the  9i/i  of  November,  1820,  to  \st  January,  1850.       I 


Years. 

Members  ad- 

Volumes added. 

Expended  for 

Expended  for 

mitted. 

books. 

binding. 

1820  ) 

1821  \ 

204 

l.COO 

$600  00 

1^22 

76 

250 

150  00 

1823 

81 

100 

273  00 

1824 

77 

175 

2118  00 

>..... 

1825 

257 

675 

619  00 

$73  00 

1826 

471 

1,000 

756  72 

190  28 

1827 

360 

1.200 

695  12 

31  38 

Jh28 

295 

1,000 

330  27 

146  2.5 

.1829 

414 

60O 

562  30 

154  28 

]83(> 

486 

600 

567  91 

99  25 

1831 

507 

750 

1,177  19 

68  44 

1832 

3-3 

864 

1,107  36 

197  55 

1«33 

382 

1,397 

1,303  98 

224  20 

1834 

393 

1.090 

1,276  20 

223  29 

1835 

680 

1,522 

2, 126  32 

238  51 

18.H6 

867 

1,845 

2,2tr6  74 

250  70 

1837 

9.>6 

2,547 

2,806  47 

186  04 

l!r:38 

1.003 

2,471 

3.  il5  72 

423  91 

lb.39 

1,  0;j7 

3,583 

4,278  23 

729  60 

1840 

501 

390 

1,P95  19 

615  42 

1841 

627 

1,  136 

1,495  12 

591  75 

1842 

308 

1,252 

2,179  79 

670  77 

1843 

252 

465 

797  .90 

536  85 

1344 

387 

745 

708  35 

271  25 

1845 

582 

1,  428 

1,  628  60 

462  65 

1846 

C09 

1,883 

2,072  .59 

500  34 

1847 

687 

2,  258 

3,311  95 

549  19 

1848 

6S1 

2,276 

3,  392  7 1 

445  52 

1849 

1,013 

2,517 

3,531  83 

600  35 

14,616 

37,019 

45,356  56 

8,4*0  77 

The  directors  add:  '■'■  This  account  does  not  show  the  full  var^ie  o-f  oim 
literary  property.  The  donations  of  books,  in  a  period  of  29  years,  arei 
"worth  several  thousands  of  dollars.  There  has  been,  it  is  true,  a  loss  by* 
wear  and  decay  of  some  6,000  vokraies,  but  these  are  mainly  of  trifling; 
value,  consisting  chiefly  of  novels,  not  deemed  worthy  the  expeiise  oj' 
rebinding,  even  in  the  cheap  style  necessary  to  their  preservation.) 
Blost  of  the  standard  books  originally  purchased  or  presented,  are  stiSij 
preserved  in  good  order." 

The  institution  has  lately  received  a  legacy  of  .93.000  from  Miss 
Elizabeth  Demilt,  said  to  have  been  the  first  bequest  ever  made  to  thi: 
library. 

The  New  York  Socieit/  Library— 30,000  voh:—{340  and  348  Broadway.) 
The  trustee?  of  the  New  York  Society  Library  were  incorporated  the  2d 
of  April,  1754.  The  establishment  was  engrafted  upon  the  "Public 
Library  of  New  Yoik,"  founded  in  ITOO.  (.See  Grahame's  United  States' 
Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  New  Yo-rk,  &c.)  Grahame  says,  ''b 
library  was  founded  under  the  government  of  Lord  Bellamont,  in  1700.' 
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A  copy  of  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Rebellion,  marked  '^Public  Library 
of  New  York,  ISll,"  is  now  in  the  Society  Library. 

In  1T29  the  Rev.  Dr.  Millington,  rector  of  Newington,  England, 
bequeathed  his  library  to  the  society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts.  By  this  society  the  library  of  Dr.  Millington  was  presented 
to  the  corporation  of  the  city,  for  the  use  of  the  clergy  and  gentlemen  of 
New  York,  and  the  neighboring  provinces.  The  New  York  Society 
Library  was  founded  in  the  year  1754,  having  for  its  object,  as  expressed 
in  the  original  articles  of  association,  "  the  use  and  ornament  of  the  city, 
and  the  advantage  of  an  intended  college." 

Smith's  History  of  New  York  thus  adverts  to  the  subject:  '■'■  In  1754  a 
set  of  gentlemen  undertook  to  carry  about  a  subscription  towards  raising 
a  public  library,  and  in  a  few  days  collected  near  600  pounds,  which 
were  laid  out  in  purchasing  about  700  volumes  of  new,  Well  chosen 
books,"  &c. 

The  library  of  the  corporation  above  alluded  to,  appearing  to  have  been 
mismanaged,  and  at  length  entirely  disused,  the  trustees  of  the  New  York 
Society  Library  offered  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  to  deposile  their  own 
collection  with  it  in  the  City  Hall.  This  proposal  having  been  acceded 
to  by  the  corporation,  the  institution  thenceforward  received  the  appella- 
tion of  "  The  City  Library  " — a  name  by  which  it  was  commonly  known 
for  a  longtime. 

On  this  foundation  the  library  increased  and  prospered.  In  1772  a 
charter  was  granted  to  it  by  the  colonial  government,  and  the  official 
style  of '^  The  New  York  Society  Library"  was  adopted.  The  war  of 
the  Revolution,  however,  which  soon  after  occurred,  interfered  with  these 
pleasing  prospects.  The  city  fell  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  The 
effect  on  all  our  public  institutions  was  more  or  less  disastrous,  and  to  the 
library  nearly  fatal.  An  interval  of  no  less  than  fourteen  years  here 
occurs  in  the  history  of  the  society.  At  length  it  appears  from  the  minutes, 
that  '■'■  the  accidents  of  the  late  war  having  nearly  destroyed  the  former 
library,  no  meeting  of  the  proprietors  for  the  choice  of  trustees  was  held 
from  the  last  Tuesday  of  April,  1774,  until  Saturday,  21st  December, 
1788,  when  a  meeting  was  summoned,  and  the  operations  of  the  society 
were  resumed.  In  1789  the  original  charter  was  revived,  and  the  society 
commenced  almost  a  new  collection  of  books.  In  1793  a  building  was 
begun  for  the  library  in  Nassau  street.  In  this  year  the  first  catalogue 
of  the  books,  with  the  charter,  names  of  members  of  tiie  society,  t\sc., 
was  printed,  in  99  pp.  Svo.  The  library  is  said  to  have  contained,  at 
this  time,  5,000  volumes.  Li  1813  the  second  catalogue  was  published. 
The  library  then  comprised  about  13,000  volumes.  In  1825  a  supplement 
was  published.  The  library  then  contained  about  16,000  volumes.  In 
1836  the  trustees  sold  the  property  in  Nassau  street,  and  piu'chased  a  lot 
in  Broadway,  on  which  they  have  erected  the  present  edifice. 

In  1838,  when  the  last  catalogue  was  printed,  the  library  contained 
25,01)0  volumes. 

In  the  year  1819  the  society  received  a  bequest  q/  $5,000  from  Miss 
Demilt.  ' 

The  library  at  present  (1850)  contains  35,000  volumes,  a  few  manu- 
scripts of  modern  date,  maps  and  charts  of  grciit  value,  a  few  sheets  of  an- 
cient cliurch  music  on  vellum,  numerous  collections  of  engravings,  a  small 
but  beautiful  collection  of  bronze  medals,  one  set  of  casts  of  the  Elgin  mar- 
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liles;  forty  eight  in  number,  and  one  set  of  Waterloo  medals,  fifty  in  number.  ! 
About  one  tliousand  volumes  are  annually  added  to  the  library.  About 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  are  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
There  is  no  permanent  fund.  The  rents  of  the  building,  the  annual  pay- 
ments and  some  minor  sources,  allbrd  about  nine  thousand  dtdlars  annu- 
ally. The  debt,  however,  is  large,  and  leaves  but  a  limited  sum  for  in-i 
crease.  The  persons  empK>yed  in  the  service  of  the  library  are  a  librarian, 
assistant,  room  keeper,  janitor,  and  a  boy.  A  buikhng  was  lirst  erected 
for  the  lihrary  in  1794,  previous  to  which  the  library  was  kept  in  the  old 
City  Hall.  The  present  edifice  was  erected  expressly  tor  the  library  in 
J83S-'39,  at  an  expense  of  forty  seven  thousand  dollars  for  the  land  and 
seventy  tliousand  dollars  for  the  building  and  furniture.  The  material  is 
brick,  with  facade  and  basement,  &c.,  of  brown  freestone.  It  fronts  on 
Broadway  60  feet,  and  extends  back  100  feet  of  uniform  widih.  The 
principal  floor  is  divided  into  two  huge  and  two  small  rooms.  There  is  a 
lecture- room  below  and  a  picture-gallery  above.  The  arrangement  of  the 
books  upon  the  shelves  is  according  to  subjects,  ''but  with  as  many  anal- 
ogous subjects  united  as  possible,  in  order  to  avoid  tlie  necessity  of  a  com- 
plicated distribution  in  restoring  continually  the  volumes  reJurned,to  their 
places." 

Catalogues  of  the  library  are  known  to  have  existed  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  the  dates  of  their  publication  are  not  ascertained.  Besides  the 
catalogues  of  1793,  (99  pages  8vo.)  1813.  and  supplement  1825,  ( 1 3.5  pages 
8vo.,)  a  catalogue  was  printed  in  1&3S,  containing  328  pages  8vo.,  a 
supplement  in  1841  of  72  pages,  and  another  in  1813  of  24  pages.  Anew 
catalogue  with  the  following  title  has  just  been  publii>hed:  "Alphabetical' 
and  analytical  Catalogue  of  the  New  York  Society  Library,  with  the  char- 
ter, by  laws,  &c.,  of  the  institution,  8vo.:  New  York,  1850."  Prefixed  to 
the  catalogue  are  a  history  of  the  library;  the  articles  of  subscription,  1754: 
the  charter,  1772;  acts  of  legislature,  by  laws,  names  of  trustees  since 
1754,  and  librarians  since  1793;  alphabetical  catalogue,  491  pages;  cata- 
logue of  the  Winthrop  library.  (This  ancient  and  curious  collection  of 
bocks  was  presented  by  the  late  Francis  B.  Winthrop,  esq.  Tiiey  were 
the  property  of  his  distinguished  ancestor  John  Winthrop,  the  founder  of 
Connecticut.  It  contains  about  275  volumes.)  An  analytical  index  of  112 
pages  follows  the  catalogue.  This  laborious  and  valuable  work  was  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  P.  J,  Forbes,  the  present  librarian.  It  is  very  handsomely 
printed . 

The  library  is  open  daily,  Sundays  excepted,  from  8  a.  m.  till  sniisetj 
but  the  reading  rooms  are  open  till  10  p.  m. 

Persons  entitled  to  llie  use  of  the  library  are,  members  who  pay  ^25  for  a 
right,  and  then  ^,(3  annually,  and  temporary  subscribers  at  $V>  per  annum. 
Suangers  may  be  introduced,  for  the  use  of  the  books,  &.c,,  in  the  rooms, 
for  one  month.  The  number  of  members  in  1793  was  nine  hundred. 
The  present  number  is  eleven  hundred. 

Bcoks  are  lent  out,  with  the  exception  of  ver\^  expensive  woiks— those 
of  reference,  as  encyclopaedias,  dictionaries,  bound  newspapers,  &lc. 
About  2,0li0  volumes  (nearly  S  O00wo^ks)  were  charged  in  eight  months. 
About  1 ,500  persons  a  year  consult  the  library  without  taking  away  books. 
The  trustees  have  full  jjower  to  extend  the  use  of  the  library  to  personsat 
a  distance.    Philip  J.  Forbes,  librarian. 

Aslo}-  Library — 20,001)  voU:. — One  of  the  noblest  gifts  to  learning, 
of  which  any  city  can  boast,  is  that  for  which  not  only  New  York,  but 
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Ms  whole  country,  owes  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude  to  the  memory  of 
fohn  Jacob  Astor.  The  munificence  of  the  endowment  is  only  equalled 
^jT' the  judicious,  enlightened,  and  liberal  provisions  made  for  its  useful- 
aess  and  perpetuity.     Mr.  Astor  died  in  1848. 

The  Astor  Library  was  endowed  by  the  third  codicil  to  his  will,  which 
iwas  dated  August  22,  1S39,  and  is  in  these  words: 

.  "I,  John  Jacob  Astor,  do  make  this  additional  codicil  to  my  last- will, 
bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1836. 

"  Desiring  to  render  a  public  benefit  lo  tiie  city  of  New  York,  and  to  conr 
tribute  to  the  advancement  of  useful  knowledge  and  the  general  good  of 
society,  I  do,  by  i]]h  codicil,  appropriate  four  hiind/ed  t/iovmnd  dollars 
3v,t  of  my  residuary  estate  to  the  establishment  of  a  public  library  in  the 
jcMty  of  New  York. 

i  "  For  this  purpose,  I  give  to  my  cxecxdors  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  ^ 
Ito  be  taken  from  my  personal  estate,  or  raised  by  the  sale  of  parts  of  my 
real  estates,  to  be  made  by  my  executors,  with  the  assent  of  my  son,  Wil- 
liani  B.  Astor,  upon  condition  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said  amount  be 
settled,  applied,  and  disposed  of  as  follows,  namely: 

"  1.  In  the  erecting  of  a  suitable  building  for  a  public  library. 

"2,  In  furnishing  and  supplying  the  same  from  time  to  time  witji 
books,  maps,  charts,  models,  drawings,  paintings,  engravings,  casts, 
statues,  furniture,  and  odier  things  appertaining  to  a  library  for  general  use, 
upon  the  most  ample  scale  and  liberal  character. 

''  3.  In  maintaining  and  upholding  the  buildings  and  other  property, 
land  in  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  taking  care  of  the  property, 
and  of  the  accommodation  of  persons  cousuhitig  the  library. 

"  The  said  sum  shall  be  payable  one  third  in  the  year  after  my  de- 
cease; one  third  in  the  year  following;  and  the  residue  in  equal  sums^  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  ^^ears  after  my  decease. 

"  The  said  library  is  to  be  accessible,  at  all  reasonable  hours  and  times, 
ibr  general  use,  free  of  expense  to  persons  resorting  thereto,  subject  only 
to  such  control  and  regulations  as  the  trustees  may  from  time  to  tnne  ex- 
ercise and  establish  for  general  convenience. 

"  The  afiairs  of  the  institution  shall  be  conducted  and  directed  by  eleven 
trustees,  to  be  from  time  to  time  selected  from  the  diiferent  liberal  profes- 
sions and  employments  in  life,  and  the  classes  of  educated  men.  The 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,durmg  his  continuance  in  office,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  during  his  continuance  in  office, 
shall  always  be  trustees.  The  vacancies  in  ihe  number  of  trustees  occur- 
ring by  death,  resignation,  incapacity,  or  removal  from  the  State,  shall  be 
filled  by  persons  appointed  by  the  remaining  trustees.  The  acts  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  trustees,  at  a  meeting  reasonably  notified,  shall  be  valid. 

''  All  the  property  and  eifects  of  the  institution  shall  be  vested  in  the  said 
trustees.  They  shall  have  power  to  direct  tlie  expenditure  of  the  funds, 
the  investment,  safe-keeping,  and  management  thereof,  and  of  the  proper- 
ty and  eifects  of  the  institution;  also,  to  make  such  ordinances  and  regula- 
tions, from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think  proper,  lor  the  good  order  and 
convenience  of  those  who  may  resort  to  the  library,  or  use  the  same;  also, 
to  appoint,  direct,  control,  and  remove  the  superintendent  of  the  library 
and  all  librarians,  and  others  employed  about  the  institution;  and,  also, 
they  shall  have  and  use  all  powers  and  authority  l()r  promoting  the  ex- 
pressed objects  of  this  institution,  not  contrary  to  what  is  herein  expressed. 
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Thej'  shall  not  receive  any  compensation  for  their  services,  except  tha 
if  any  one  of  their  number  shall  at  any  time  be  appointed  superintendent 
he  may  receive  compensation  as  such. 

"  Tiie  trustees  shall  be  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  proper  courts  oli 
justice,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  and  redressing  all  mismanagement, 
waste,  or  breach  of  trust. 

[By  a  subsequent  codicil  the  testator  authorized  the  trustees  to  selects 
site  on  the  east  side  of  Lafayette  Place,  to  contain  05  feet  front  and  rear 
and  120  feet  deep.] 

''  I  further  direct,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  seventy-five  thousand  dol 
lars  may  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  a  build ing'for  the  library;  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  may  be  expended  in  the  purchase  ol 
books  and  other  objects  for  the  establishing  of  the  library;  and  the  residue 
shall  be  invested  as  a  fund  for  the  maintaining  and  gradually  increasing  of 
the  library. 

''All  investment  of  the  funds  of  the  institution  shall  be  made  in  the  pub 
he  debt  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  or 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  long  as  such  subjects  of  investment  may  be 
had,  giving  a  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are  named. 
And  in  case  the  income  of  the  fund  shall  at  any  time  exceed  the  amounts 
-which  the  trustees  may  find  useful  to  expend  for  the  purposes  above 
named  and  particularized,  they  may  expend  such  surplus  in  procuring 
public  lectures  to  be  delivered  in  connexion  with  the  library,  upon  useful 
subjects  of  literature,  philosophy,  science,  history,  and  the  fine  arts,  or  in 
promoting  in  any  other  mode  the  objects  of  the  "institution,  as  above  ex- 
pressed.  I  direct  my  executors  to  cause  and  procure  the  necessary  legal 
assurances  to  be  made  for  establishing  and  securing  the  application  of  the 
funds  and  property  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  these  presents, 
and  m  the  mode  herein  pointed  out.  And  it  is  my  request  that  the  trus- 
tees would  apply  to  the  legislature  of  this  State  for  such  acts  as  may  fully 
secure,  establish,  and  perpetuate  this  institution,  and  render  its  manage- 
ment  easy,  convenient,  and  safe,  both  to  themselves  and  the  public.  And 
as  this  property  is  devoted  wholly  to  public  purposes,  1  trust  that  the 
legislature  will  so  far  favor  the  institution  as  to  exempt  its  property  from 
taxation.  And,  as  a  mark  of  my  respect  to  the  following  gentlcnen,  I 
name  them  to  be  the  first  trustees:  that  is  to  say,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
New  York  and  the  chancellor  of  the  State  for  the  time' being,  in  respect 
to  their  offices;  Washington  Irving,  W.  B.  Astor,  Daniel  Lord,  junior, 
James  G.  King,  Joseph  G.  Cogswell,  Fitz  Green  Halleck,  Henry  B re ^-jort, 
junior,  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  and  Samuel  Ward,  junior. 

[By  a  further  codicil  the  testator  appointed  Mr.  Charles  A.  Bristed  one 
of  the  trustees;  and  also  authorized  the  funds  of  the  library  to  be  invested 
in  bonds,  secured  by  mortgaged  improved  real  estates] 

"  In  witness  whereof,  I  iiaveset  my  hand  and  seal  to  this  codicil,  and 
publish  the  same  ;is  a  codicil  to  my  will,  this  twenty  second  day  of  Au- 
gust, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eia-Iit  hundred  and  thirtv-uine. 

"JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR.        [l.'s.]" 

The  Trustees  of  the  Astor  Library  were  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of 
the  State,  Ibth  January,  IS49.  The  act  of  incorporation  corresponds  in 
all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Astor's  will,  with  the  following 
additional  provisions: 

"  The  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  ex- 
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3mpt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  the  other  incorporated 
public  libraries  of  this  State;  and  it  i-hall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  trustees 
10  eifect  such  insurances  as  can  be  obtained  upon  said  buildings  and 
[ibrary,  and  other  property,  against  loss  by  fire  or  otherwise,  and  pay  the 
3xpenses  thereof  out  of  the  lund  described  in  the  fourth  subdivision  of 
section  second  of  tliis  act. 

'<  The  said  trustees  shall,  in  the  month  of  January  in  ever^year,  make 
a  report  to  the  legislature  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December 
preceding,  of  the  condition  of  the  said  library,  of  the  funds  and  other 
property  of  the  corporation,  and  of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
such  year. 

"  If  any  debts  of  the  said  corporation,  lawfully  contracted,  shall  not  be 
paid  out  of  its  funds,  when  due,  the  trustees  shall  be  individually  liable 
for  such  funds,  to  the  creditors' in  such  cases,  and  to  such  extent  as  they 
would  be  if  not  incorporated." 

From  the  "  Literary  World"  (September  22,  1849)  we  take  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  building  now  in  progress  for  the  Astor  Library. 
This  account  was  originally  published  in  the  New  York  "Journal  of 
Commerce": 

''  [t  will  be  built  in  the  Byzantine  style,  or  rather  in  the  style  of  the 
royal  palaces  of  Florence,  and  consequently  will  present  a  strongly  im- 
posing appearance,  both  in  its  external  and  internal  structure.  Its  dimen- 
sions will  be  120  feet  in  length  by  65  wide,  and  from  the  level  of  the 
side- walk  to  the  upper  line  of  the  parapet  its  height  will  be  (37  feet;  built 
of  brown  cut  stone,  ;and  brick;  very  little  wood  will  enter  into  its  compo- 
sition. We  are  informed  that  no  bnilding  in  the  United  States,  of  this 
character,  will  be  formed  to  such  a  large  extent  of  iron.  According  to 
the  estimates,  the  iron-work  will  form  one  of  the  heaviest  expenditures. 
Its  uses,  too,  will  be  altogether  novel,  at  least  in  this  country,  and  inge- 
nious. For  instance,  the  truss  beams,  supporting  the  principal  weight  of 
the  roof,  will  be  constructed  of  cast-iron  pipes,  in  a  parabolic  form,  on  the 
same  plan  with  the  iron  bridges  in  France  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  with 
a  view  to  secure  lightness  and  strength. 

^•The  library  hall,  wliicii  will  occupy  the  second  floor  of  the  edifice,  will 
be  a  truly  elegant  apartment,  100  feet  in  length  by  60  wide  in  the  clear. 
The  ascent  from  tne  front  will  be  by  a  single  line  of  thirty-eight  Italian 
marble  steps,  decorated  on  either  side  at  the  entrance  by  a  stone  sphinx. 
Upon  nearing  the  summit  of  these  steps  the  visitor  finds  himself  near  the 
centre  of  this  immense  alcove,  surrounded  by  14  brick  piers,  plastered 
and  finished  in  imitation  of  Italian  marble,  and  supporting  iron  galleries 
midway  between  the  floor  and  the  ceiling.  The  side  walls  from  'pit  to 
dome'  form  one  continuous  shelving  of  a  capacity  sufficient  for  100.000 
volumes.  This  is  reached  by  means  of  the  main  gallery,  in  comiexion 
with  which  are  four  iron  spiral  stairways,  (one  from  each  corner  ot  the 
bnilding,)  and  an  intervening  gallery  of  a  lighter  and  smaller  description, 
also  connected  by  its  staircases,  eight  in  number,  with  the  main  gallery. 
The  whole  are  very  ingeniously  arran.ged,  and  appropriately  orna'mented 
in  a  style  corresponding  with  the  general  architecture  of  the  bnilding. 
At  an  elevation  of  ol  feet  above  the  spectator  is  the  principal  sky-light — 
54  feet  long  by  14  broad,  and  forined  of  thick  glass  set  in  iron,  llesides 
this  are  circular  side  sky-lights  of  much  smaller  dimensions.  All  need- 
ful light  is  thus  furnished,  in  connexion  with  the  windows  in  the  front 
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and  rear  walls.  Free  ventilation  is  also  had  by  means  of  iron  fret- wort 
inserted  in  snitable  portions  of  the  ceiling.  In  the  extreme  rear  are  tht 
two  librarians'  rooms,  to  which  access  is  had  bj'  means  of  the  mair;||^ 
galleM-ies. 

''The  first  floor  will  contain  the  lecture  and  reading  rooms,  with  accom^ 
modations  for  501)  persons.  The  latter  are  located  on  each  side  of  the 
building,  and  separated  from  the  librai-y  hall  stairway  at  the  front  en- 
trance by  two  corridors  leading  to  the  rear  vestibule,  and  from  thence  to  the 
lecture  room,  stili  further  in  the  rear.  The  basement  coiitains  tlie  keep- 
er's rooms,  cellars,  coal  vaults,  hot-air  furnaces,  &.c.  The  floors  are; 
comfiosed  of  richly  wrought  mosaic  work,  resting  on  iron  beams. 

''The  library  building  in  its  exterior,  especially  as  seen  from  the  street, 
v.'ill  present  an  appearance  at  once  grand  and  imposing.  Tlie  basement 
story  will  be  faced  with  high  rustic  ashler^  projecting  six  inches,  thus  im- 
parling an  extremely  bold  relief.  The  window  frames  are  placed  near 
the  inside  line  of  tlie  wall,  forming  deep  recesses,  in  order  to  secure  the 
same  eflect.  These  consist  primarily  of  six,  occupying  the  central  portion 
and  admitting  light  to  the  library  hall,  placed  three  above  and  three  below 
a  given  point — the  upper  connected  with  the  lower  by  columns  supported 
by  figures  representing  the  genii  of  literature.  Between  these  sets  of 
windows  is  inscribed  'Astor  Library,  1849.'  The  remaining  windows 
are  two  in  number,  one  on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  and  connected 
with  the  lecture  room. 

"The  amount  authorized  to  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  building 
is  .-^75,000,  and  the  contract  is  made  within  this  sum-;-of  course,  exclusive' 
of  furniture  and  shelving.  The  latter  will  cost  probably  $8,000.  Two 
years  it  is  expected  will  be  required  to  complete  it.  The  architect  is  Mr. 
Alexander  Saeltzer,  from  Berlin,  a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Schinkel.  The 
eniue  appropriation  for  the  library  and  building  is  S400,000,  of  which 
ab<mt  one-half  is  to  be  funded  for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  thus  insuring 
to  it  a  perpetuity  such  as  similar  institutions  but  seldom  possess.  Through 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Cogswell,  in  England  and  on  the  continent,  about 
20,000  volumes  have  been  collected,  and  are  now  in  his  keeping  at  No. 
32  Bond  street,  where  they  are  accessible  to  visitors,  though  the  public 
are  not  generally  aware  of  the  fact." 

The  excellent  management  of  this  admirable  institution  is,  we  presume, 
mainly  due  to  the  learning,  energy,  and  practical  good  judgment  of  the 
librarian,  J(»seph  Green  Cogswell,  LL.  D.  At  his  suggestion  an  early 
appropriation  was  made  for  the  purchase  of  books,  at  a  time  when  the 
revohUioMS  of  Europe  oflcred  the  best  opportunity  that  has  ever  occurred 
to  buy  books  cheap.  'J'he  result  is  seen  in  the  opening  of  the  library 
with  a  superb  collection  of  20,000  volumes,  purchased  at  p<-obably  one- 
iialf,  or  perhaps  one  quarter  of  the  price  that  they  would  have  commanded 
at  other  times. 

Library  of  the  New  "Ybr^-  Historical  Society — 17,000  vols. — This  so- 
ciety M'as  founded  in  1804:  incorporated  in  lb09.  Its  library  (January  4, 
1849)  contained: 

Printed  books  and  pamphlets         .             _  .  1.5.000 

Bound  volumes  of  newspapers                    -  -       1,395 

MSS.,  original  letters,  papers,  (fcc.              -  -  15,000 

Maps  and  charts     ....  -       2,100 

Engravings,  sevefral  hundred — say             -  -          400               \ 
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Medals,  about 200 

Coins,  about  -  -  -  -  -       1;^^^ 

Also  an  extensive  collection  of  Indian  relics,  curiosities,  &c.;  also,  a  col- 
lection of  portraits,  busts,  &c. 

As  nearly  all  the  additions  are  from  donations,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain, 
from  the  records,  the  yearly  average  increase.  The  number  added  du- 
ring the  year  1848,  (printed  books  and  pamphlets,)  was  1,290.  From  one 
to  tVo  hundred  dollars  are  annually  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
The  society  has  no  funds;  the  library  is  supported  by  annual  subscriptions 
Df  its  members.  The  society  occupies  leased  rooms  in  the  University  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  A  catalogue,  prepared  by  Rev.  Timothy  Alden, 
and  the  only  one  printed,  was  published  in  1813,  139  pp.  8vo.  A  com- 
plete catalogue  has  recently  been  prepared,  and  is  soon  to  be  put  to  press. 
The  library  is  open  daily  from  10  until  2  in  the  morning,  and  from  4  to  6 
in  the  evening,  in  summer,  and  from  T  to  9  in  winter.  Members 
of  the  society,  and  persons  introduced  by  members,  are  entitled  to  the 
use  of  the  books.  Books  are  only  to  be  consulted  in  the  library.  The 
yearly  average  number  of  persons  consulting  the  library  is  estimated  at 
five  hundred.     Jacob  B   Moore,  librarian. 

Since  the  above  account  was  written,  Mr.  J.  B.  Moore  has  been  appoint- 
ed  postmaster  in  San  Francisco,  and  has  left  his  charge  in  New  York. 
His  son,  George  H.  Moore,  has  succeeded  him  as  librarian.  The  sum  of 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars  has  already  been  obtained  for  the  erection  of 
a  suitable  building  for  the  meetings  of  the  society,  and  the  preservation  of 
its  valuable  collections.  Of  this  sum,  five  thousand  dollars  were  from  a 
bequest  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Demilt,  of  New  York,  received  in  1849.  Mr. 
James  Lenox  subscribed  five  thousand  dollars. 

Library  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminari/— 17 ,000  vob.—The  library 
of  this  iiisfitution  Nvas  founded  in  1838.  It  is  sometimes  called,  by 
courtesy,  "The  Van  Ess  Library,"  as  having  been  purchased  of  the  Rev. 
Leander  Van  Ess,  of  Germany.  It  contains  about  17,000  volnmes^mostly 
theological.  About  TOO  volumes  were  added  in  184T  by  gift,  and  others 
occasionally  in  like  manner.  Tlie  average  annual  increase  cannot  be 
stated.  The  library  occupies  a  hall  in  the  seminary  building,  No.  9 
University  Place.  The  room  is  a  parallelogram,  about  65  feet  in  length, 
much  broken  by  windows  and  badly  contrived.  The  books  are  arranged 
on  the  shelves  according  to  size.  There  is  only  a  MS.  catalogue.  The 
library  is  opened  each  week  day,  except  Saturday,  from  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
to  3  or  4  p.  m. ;  closed  from  the  3d  Wednesday  in  June  to  the  3d  Wednesday 
in  September.  Persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  are:  all  connected 
with  the  seminary,  and  those  who  may  have  permission  from  a  professor. 
The  books  are  lent  out.  Of  the  number  no  estimate  can  well  be  made. 
Rev.  Edward  Robinson,  D.  D.,  librarian. 

Columbia  Col'e<ie  Library— 12,"! iO  voZs.— Columbia  College  receij^ed 
its  charier-  in  1754.  The  library  was  founded  about  the  year  1757. 
^  About  this  time  Mr.  Joseph  Murray  ''bequeathed  to  the  college  property 
worth  about  £8,000,  including  his  library."  Rev.  Dr.  Bristowe,  of  Lon- 
don, also  bequeathed  his  library  of  about  1,500  volumes.  From  these 
sources,  from  purchases,  from  presents  by  the  Earl  of  Bute  and  others, 
and  from  the  University  of  Oxford,  the  college  was  in  possession  of  a  con- 
siderable library;  when,  on  the-Gth  of  April,  1776,  the  treasurer  of  the 
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college  was  ordered  to  prepare  it  in  six  days  for  the  reception  of  troops  ! 
"The  students  were  in  consequence  dispersed,  the  library  and  apparatu.i 
were  deposited  ni  the  City  Hall  or  elsewhere,  and  the  college  edifice  wa  ' 
converted  into  a  military  hospital.     Almost  all  the  apparatus,  and  a  larg.  i 
proportion  of  the  books  belonging  to  the  college,  were  wholly  lost  to  it  ir  i 
consequence  of  this  removal;  and  of  the  books  recovered,  GOO  or  700  wer(  j 
so  only  atter  about  tliirty  years,  M^ien  thev  were  found,  wiih  as  many  be  ' 
longing  to  the  New  York  Society  library,  and  some  belonging  to  Trinity  l 
Church,  111  a  room  in  St.  Paul's  chapel,  where,  it  seemed,  no  one  but  th(  ' 
sexton  had  been  aware  of  their  existence,  and   neither   he  nor  anybody  ' 
else  could  tell   how  they   had  arrived   there."     [See  Moore's  Historica  i 
feketch  of  Columbia  College,  page  62.]     In  1792  ^^a  large  addition  to  t\u  ' 
College  Library  was  made  by  a  grant  of  money  obtained  from  the  legisla- 
ture     In  lbl3  the  college  purchased  the  library  of  Professor  Kemp.     In 
IbSbn  purchased  the  library  of  Professor  Moore,  who  was  'employed, 
lor  about  a  year  in  making  a  new  arrangement  and  a  catalogue  of  the 
whole   library  '  "     The  library  contains  (1849)  12,740  volumes,  exclu-' 
sive  of  pamphlets,  which,  if  bound,  would  form  about  500  volumes  more. 
A  single  hgyptian  papyrus,  several  volumes  of  engravings,  a  series  of  46! 
bronze  medals  illustrative  of  the  Elgin  marbles,  and  two  marbles  bearinai 
Creek  inscriptions,  though  of  little  interest,  belong  to  the  librarv.     About 
12    volumes  have  been  added  annually  for  the  last   ten  years, 'and  about 
§•200  expended  annually  for  the  purchase  of  books.     The  library  room  is 
44  feet  by  2b;  and  has,  both  on  its  lower  floor  and  gallery,  five  alcoves  on 
each  side,  lighted  by  as  many  windows.     There  is  no  printed  catalogue. 
Ihe  library  is  opened  twice  a  week   while  the  college  is  in  session,  and 
from  one  to  three  o'clock  p.  m.  each  time.     The  officers  of  the  college 
and  the  students  of  the  three  higher  classes  use  the  hbrary.and   without 
cfiarge.     Books  are  lent  out,  about  six  hundred  annually.'     The  yearly 
average  number  ot  persons  consulting  the  librarv  without  taking  out  books 
is  about  one  hundred  and  ten.     Lefroy  Ravenhill,  librarian 

The  Apprentices'  Librari/—U, 000  voIs.~The  General  Society  of  Me- 
f^l^y^^^l^^^^-^desmen  (Nos.  32  and  34  Crosby  street)  was  founded  A.  D. 
1/bD.  ihe  Apprentices' Library,  established  in  1820  by  this  society, 
contains  about  14,000  volumes,  kept  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  the  ap- 
prentices of  the  city.     [New  York  State  Register,  1845,  page  319  1 

f^i(>rari/  of  the  Theological  Imtitute  of  the  Episcopal  Church— 10,000 
vols— I  he  American  Almanac,  for  1850,  gives  the  date  of  the  foundation 
of  this  institution  as  1817,  and  states  the  number  of  volumes  in  its  '-bra. ' 
ries  to  be  10,000 


a  pamphlet   pub  islied  in  1846,  containing  the  charter,  laws,  &c.,  of  the 
society,  and  of  the  Bfoomingdale  AsyJum,  page  68-  . 

"Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  faculty  of  Columbia  College, 
Uie  governors  of  the  hospital,  in  August,  1796,  appropriated  the  sum  of 
poOO  towards  the  purchase  of  a  medical  library,  to  which  the  members  of 
that  faculty  contributed  books  from  their  private  libraries,  and  part  of  their 
fees  of  public  instructfon.  A  hospital  library  was  thus  instituted,  which 
was  further  augmented  by  the  purchase  of  the  medical  library  of  the  late 
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Dr.  Romayne,  in  ISOO,  and  by  the  accession,  in  1805,  of  the  hbrary  of  a 
private  association  of  physicians,  then  called  'The  Medical  Society  of  New 
York,'  who  gave  their  books  on  condition  that  they,  and  such  of  their 
sons  as  should  become  practitioners  of  medicine  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
should  have  free  use  of  the  hospital  library.  In  1805  the  governors  ap- 
propriated the  annual  sum  of  $250  for  the  purchase  of  books;  and  other 
larger  additions  were  afterwards  made  to  it,  by  special  purchases  and  do- 
nations from  time  to  time,  amongst  wliich  was  the  valuable  botanical  li- 
brary of  Dr.  Hosack,  bought  by  the  hospital. 

"  For  some  years  past  there  have  been  appropriated  for  the  support  and 
increase  of  this  library  all  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  tickets  to 
students  of  medicine,  which  permit  them  fo  see  the  practice  of  the  house, 
[0  attend  the  clinical  instruction,  and  to  take  books  from  the  library, 
riic  moneys  thus  accruing  are  appropriated  to  the  purchaseof  medical  and 
scientific  publications,  selected  by  the  library  committee,  (composed  of 
;hree  governors,  one  physician,  and  one  sin-geon,)  to  tne  payment  of  the 
ibrarian's  salary,  binding,  and  other  contingencies. 

"  The  annual  average  expenditures  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  are  now  from  §500  to  §800. 

"The  library  now  consists  of  more  than  5,000  volumes,  confined  en- 
tirely to  medicine,  and  surgery,  and  those  collateral  branches  of  science 
^as  chemistry,  botany,  &.c.)  specially  cormected  with  the  healing  art.  It 
IS  believed  to  be  as  useful  and  complete  in  this  department  as  a  library 
jan  be  made  in  that  number  of  volumes,  and  contains  many  of  the  most 
splendid  and  costly  works  on  anatomy  and  natural  history.  Diu-ing  the 
ast  year  the  governors  have  fitted  up,  in  the  large  hospital  building,  two 
spacious  apartments,  one  above  the  other,  communicating  by  a  central 
spiral  staircase,  and  deposited  the  library  in  them,  the  lower  room  being 
ased  as  a  reading  and  consultation  chamber." 

Books  may  be  lent  free  of  charge  to  the  present  or  former  governors, 
ahysicians,  surgeons,  apothecaries,  and  other  officers  of  the  hospital;  to  all 
ionors  of  books  (approved  by  the  library  committee,)  or  money  to  the 
miount  of  $25;  and  to  other  persons  on  the  payment  of  8-5  a  year. 

A  catalogue  of  the  books  (194  pages  8vo.)  was  published  in  1845.  It 
is  very  well  prepared.  It  is  alphabetical,  with  an  alphabetical  and  analyt- 
.cal  index.     The  picsent  librarian  is  John  L.  Vandervoort. 

Library  of  the  American  Lisiitutc— 6,000  vols. — "The  American  Insti- 
tute of  the  city  of  New  York  was  organized  January,  1828;  incorporated 
May  2,  1829;  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  and  promoting  domestic  in- 
dustry. The  library  contains  about  6,000  volumes,  mostly  works  of  re- 
ference for  the -mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  the  farmer,  and  the  statesman. 
[t  is  open,  free  of  expense  to  all  strangers  and  is  conducted  on  more 
iberal  principles  than  any  other  library  in  ourcountry."  [New  York  State 
Register,  1845,  page  320.] 

Library  of  the  Ntw  York  Law  //i,^t7w/e— 4,424  7;o/5.— The  New  York 
Law  Institute  was  incorporated  February  22,  1830.  Its  library,  com- 
3osed  almost  exclusively  of  law  books,  contains  (1S50)  4,424  volimies. 
[ts  average  increase  is  about  225  volumes  a  year.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  institution  to  1850,  the  sum  of  $21,894  had  been  expended 
for  books,  making  a  yearly  average  of  §1,094  70.  The  annual  income, 
varying  from  §1,200  to  §1,500,  is  derived  from  charges  for  membership, 
(f  SO  for  each  member.) 
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The  corporation  of  tlie  city  at  present  furnishes  two  rooms  in  the  City 
Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  the  institute.  The  one  used  for  the  Hbrary 
is  50  feet  by  56.     The  conversation  room  is  18  by  33. 

A  catalogue  was  publislied  in  1842,  containing  120  pages  Svo.  This 
catalogue,  prepared  by  Lewis  H.  Sanford,  contains  also  ^'a  chronoloc^ica 
list  of  contemporary  English  reporters."  The  library  is  open  daily  from 
S^  o'clock  a  m.  to  6  p.  m.  Only  those  members  of  the  New  York  bar 
who  belong  to  the  institute  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  hooks;  but  those 
who  do  not  practise  law  in  the  city,  Kings  county,  or  Jersey  City,  and 
strangers  generally,  are  permitted  to  use  the  library  free  of  charge. '  No 
book  is  allowed  to  be  taken  out  of  the  library  except  to  be  used  in  the 
different  courts  in  Xhe  City  Hsfll,  The  present  librarian  is  H.  S.  Dodge, 
54  Wall  street. 

Libraries  of  the  Univprsitij  of  the  city  of  New  York — 4,000  vols, — This 
institution  was  founded  in  1831. 

In  the  American  Almanac  for  1850  the  number  of  volumes  is  stated  as' 
above.  In  the  report  of  the  regents  of  the  New  York  University,  for  1850,- 
the  value  of  the  library  of  the  university  is  stated  to  he  $7,000. 

The  Library  of  the  Mechanics^  Institute — 3,000  vols. — The  Mechanics' 
Institute  of  New  York,  105  Bowery,  New  York  city,  was  founded  in  the 
winter  of  lS30-'3  Land  incorporated  April  24,  1833.     The  library  contains 
at  present  about  3,000  volumes,     ''i'he  funds  of  the  institute  are  derived 
from  assessments  of  members,  school  fairs,  exhibitions,  lectures,  (fcc.     A  l 
catalogue  of  the  library  was  printed  in  1835,  containing  26  pages  12mo.;  | 
and  another  in  1844,  of  64  pages  8vo.    The  library  is  open  daily,  Sun-  t 
days  excepted.     Members  only  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  it;  others  may  be  | 
admitted  by  courtesy.     The  books  are  lent  out,  with  the  exception  of  large  { 
and  valuable  works.     Edward  Henry,  actuary  and  librarian.  j 

"  This  institution  vv'as  founded  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  general  I 
diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  the  mechanical  classes  by  means  of? 
lectures  on  natural  and  mechanical  philosophy  and  other  scientific  sub-  j 
jects;  by  founding  a  library  and  museum,;  by  forming  classes  for  mutual  \ 
improvement;  holding  conversational  meetings,  debutes,  and  cHscussio'S  I 
for  the  benefit  of  its  members;  by  having  from  time  to  time  public  exhi-  \ 
bitions  for  the  promotion  of  excellence  in  the  mechanical  arts;  and  by  es-  . 
tablishing  schools  for  educating  on  the  most  approved  principles,  as  well  ' 
as  on  the  most  reason.able  terms,  the  apprentices  and  children  of  its  mem-  I 
bars.  During  the  brief  space  of  time  this  institution  has  existed,  all  and  i 
even  more  has  been  accomplished  than  its  deserving  founders  could  rea-  j 
sonably  have  expected.  I 

''  Connected  with  the  library  is  a  reading-room,  amply  supplied  with,! 
the  most  popular  and  scientific  American  and  foreign  periodicals.  , 

"The  terms  on  which  persons  may  become  members,  and  with  their  .j 
families  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the  library,  reading-room,  lectures,! 
meetings,  debates,  classes,  exhibitiQus,  school,  (fcc. ,  are:  initiation  fec.j 
$1,  and  a  yearly  payment  of  $;2.     Life  membership  .<>25." 

Printers^  Heading- Room  and  Library — 2,500  vols. — The  New  York  I 
Typographical  Society  was  instituted  in  1S09,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  ■ 
relief  to  indigent  and  distressed  members  and  their  families,  and  to  other  j 
proper  objects  of  charity.  In  1818  the  society  was  incorporated;  re-char- ; 
teredin  lb32  for  fifteen  years:  and  in  1847  incorporated  under  the  general  ' 
law  of  the  State,  enacted  in  1848.    The  members  commenced  making  do- ; 
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nations  of  books  to  establish  a  library  in  18235  contributions  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time,  and  at  present  the  library  numbers  about  2,500 
volumes,  comprising  many  valuable  works  in  nearly  every  department  ot 
literature.  The  increased  interest  manifested  in  the  society  during  the 
past  year  has  extended  to  the  library.  Many  valuable  donations  of  books 
have  been  received  from  publishers  and  others,  and  the  society  has  been 
encouraged  to  procure  a  suitable  room  for  the  library  and  reading-room,  as 
well  as  for  social  intercourse.  The  success  of  this  commendable  project 
seems  now  to  be  fully  assured.  [See  address  of  Peter  C.  Baker,  printed 
in  '<  Proceedings  at  the  Printers^  Banquet^  January  17,  1850:"  8vo: 
New  York.  The  rooms  obtained  for  library  and  reading  room  are  at  300 
Broadway.  Address  C.  C.  Savage,  13  Chambers  street.] 
•  Library  of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History — 1 ,653  vo/s.— The  Lyceum 
of  Natural  History,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  founded  in  1818.  The 
library  contains  1,653  volumes,  consisting  chiefly  of  works  on  natural 
history,  voyages,  travels,  &c.,  containing  natural  history,  and  the  trans- 
actions of  kindred  societies.  The  lyceum  has,  also,  extensive  collections 
in  mineralogy,  geology,  fossils,  conchology,  iclithyology,  entomology, 
amphibia,  reptiles,  radiata,  corals,  botany,  and  small  collections  of  birds 
and  quadrupeds.  Very  few  books  have  been  purchased.  Nearly  all  are 
donations  from  individuals,  or  have  been  received  from  societies  in  ex- 
change for  the  publications  of  the  lyceum.  The  rooms  occupied  by  the 
Society  consist  of  three  large  apartments  on  the  2d  floor  of  the  large  fire- 
proof building,  No.  659  Broadway,  and  known  as  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  premises  are  leased,  by  the 
lyceum,  of  the  Medical  Faculty  for  the  term  often  years.  A  catalogue  of 
the  books  was  printed  in  1825,  Svo.;  another  in  1830,  72  pp.  8vo.  A 
new  one  has  been  prepared,  and  will  shortly  be  printed.  The  library  is 
open  every  Monday  evening,  during  the  meeting  of  the  society.  Mem- 
bers have  access  at  any  time,  on  application  to  tfie  librarian.  Books  are 
lent  out  to  members  Persons  of  standing  in  science,  residing  at  a  dis- 
tance, have,  by  special  vote  of  the  society,  been  allowed  to  take  out  any 
work  from  the  library.  This  is  seldom  done.  Any  person  not  a  mem- 
ber, wishing  to  consult  the  books,  can  do  so  on  application  to  the  librarian. 
Robert  H.  Brownne,  39  Crosby  street,  librarian. 

The  American  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  possesses  a  library,  which, 
according  to  the  Baptist  Almanac  for  1850,  contains  1,576  volumes. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Sufgco?is  in  the  city  of  New  York  pos- 
sesses a  library  of  1,200  volumes,  valued  at  ,*gil,500.    [Regents'  report, 

The  Amcricaii  Ethnological  Society,  New  York  city. — The  object  of 
the  society,  thus  far,  has  been  the  preparation  and  publication  of  original 
memoirs  on  ethnology.  A  few  hundred  pamphlets  and  books  have  been 
presented,  a  list  of  which  is  prefixed  to  the  2d  volume  of  its  transactions. 
It  is  intended  to  form  a  cabinet  at  an  early  day.  John  Russell  Bartlett, 
secretary. 

FYce  Academy  of  NeiD  York  City. — -This  establishment  has  but  recently 
':omrnenced  operations.  Preparations  lor  a  library  are  making,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  may  be  realized  at  no  distant  day.     Horace  Webster,  president. 

Mis.— 7 
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POUGHKEEPSIE. 


Library  of  the  Lyceum,  of  Lit.er"turp,  Scieiice,  and  Mechanic  Arts. — \\ 
Founded  April  6,  183S.  Contains  about  650  volumes,  of  which  295  arcN 
periodicals  and  pampiilets;  a  small  collection  of  manuscripts,  maps,!J 
charts,  engravings;  large  collections  of  minerals  and  natural  curiosities,  i 
Increases  at  the  rate  of  about  100  volumes  annually.  A  catalogue  in  j 
12nio.  was  printed  in  1S45.  Open  daily  from  1  to  8  p.  m.,  Sundays  i 
excepted.  j 

The  Library  of  the  Lyceum  is  free  to  members  and  their  families,  to  ' 
whom  books  are  lent  out.  The  lyceum  furnishes  the  public,  gratuitously,  ! 
with  a  course  of  Aveekly  lectures,  from  distinguished  men,  during  the  ; 
winter.  This  has  been  kept  up  for  several  years.  J.  J.  Underbill,  R.  O.  i 
Southwick,  C.  Swan,  committee.     ^  i 

The  Public  Library  occupies  the  rooms  of  the  lyceum,  and  contains 
over  3,000  volumes. 


ROCHESTER, 


AthencBum  Library^o  ,050  vols. — Founded  in  1832.  The  library  con-j 
tains  5,050  volumes,  18  maps,  and  a  small  collection  of  minerals.  A  i 
public  building  has  been  erected,  one  half  of  Avhich  is  occupied  by  the; 
athenaeum,  and  the  other  by  the  "Library  of  the  Court  of  Appeals."  I 
Above  is  a  splendid  hall  for  lectures,  ^2  feet  by  70,  and  27  feet  high,  j 
called  ''Corinthian  Hall."  The  library  rooms  are  SO  feet  long,  34  feet  j 
wide,  and  15  feet  high.  I 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1847,  (40  pages  8vo.;)  another  is  in  press,  i 
The  library  is  open  every  day  (Sundays  excepted)  from  8  o'clock  a.  ra.  | 
to  9-^  p.  m.  Any  person,  by  paying  one  dollar  per  annum,  can  become  a  I 
member  of  the  association.  Two  books  can  be  taken  out  on  one  name,  ■■ 
and  they  are  usually  kept  out  from  two  to  four  days.  About  2,000  pei  ] 
week  are  thus  lent.    L.  R.  P.  Stockton,  librarian. 

Library  oj  the  Court  of  Appeals — Contains  3.400  volumes  of  law  and  I 
miscellaneous  books,  a  part  of  the  old  Chancellor's  Librarj'-  of  the  State  ol  I 
New  York.  \ 

This  is  the  proper  place  to  notice  a  publication  of  great  value  to  the  j 
bar  of  this  city,  and  which  deserves  to  be  imitated  in  other  places.  It  is  1 
"A  catalogue  of  law  books  in  the  different  libraries  in  Rochester  on  the  i 
31st  August,  1847,  with  references  to  the  several  owners  of  each,  by  ! 
"William  F.  Liddle.  Svo.,  55  pages:  Rochester,  1847."  This  catalogue  | 
contains  the  law-bookjs  in  63  private  libraries,  besides  those  in  the  public  ; 
library.  The  catalogue  is  alphabetical,  and  under  each  title  all  the  I 
attorneys  owning  the  books  are  referred  to  by  means  of  numbers.  An 
index  of  subjects  is  appended  to  the  catalogue. 


SCHENECTADY 


Union  College  Libraries — 1 4,526  ro/s. — The  college  library  was  found- 
ed (with  the  college)  in  1795,  and  contains  7,776  volumes.     The  yearly  i 
average  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  library  for  the  last  ten  years  is' 
468.     The  annual  expediture  for  books  during  thesame  period  is^^lOO  39. 
An  imperfect  catalogue,  intended  merely  for  present  use  while  the  librarian 
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is  preparing  one  more  perfect,  was  printed  in  1816,  (80  pages  12iuo.)  Tiie 
new  catalogire  is  nearly  completed.  The  library  is  opened  twice  a  week, 
one  hour  each  time.  Officers,  students,  and  resident  graduates  are  enti- 
tled to  the  use  of  the  library.  About  2,110  volumes  arelent  out  annually. 
Jonathan  Pearson,  librarian. 

The  societies  of  under  graduates  possess  6,750  volumes. 

L'Jbrary  of  the  Young  Mcn^s  Assodatmi — 3,200  vols. 

'  SOMERS 

Public  Liirari/— 210  vols. 

TROY. 

Libranj  of  the  Ytjun^  Men's  A ssociation— A, QQO  i-o/^\— This  associa- 
tion was  founded  in  1835.  The  library  contains  4,000  volumes,  18  maps, 
rand  40  engravings.  The  yearly  average  increase  is  about  ISO  volumes;  the 
average  ■expenditure  about  s  100  per  annum.  There  is  a  small  fund  of 
$LSO0,  rais-ed  by  the  sale  of  life-membership  tickets,  the  interest  of  which 
goes  into  the  contingent  fund  for  general  expenses.  The  library  room  is 
36  feet  by  IS.  newspaper  room  40l3y  30,  and  one  room  36  by  18,  contain- 
ing 200  volume-s  of  nevv'^spapers  bound.  A  catalogue  (32  pages Svo.)  was 
printed  in  1845.  The  library  is  open  for  the  delivery  of  books  from  U 
to  1  o'clock,  and  from  7  to  9  in  the  evening,  of  every  week-day.  All 
members  of  the  association  are  entitled  to  free  access  to  the  library,  at  all 
liouKs  of  the  day,  by  an  annual  payment  of  .$2.  Clergymen  of  all  denom- 
inations are  honorary  members,  and  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  as- 
sociaiion.  Books  are  lent  out  to  members  of  the  association — about  14,000 
annually.  About  3,000  persons  consult  the  library  annually  without  taking 
away  books. 

The  Lijcemn  of  Naturcd  Histoiij  possesses  a  library,  besides  a  valuable 
cabinet. 

UTICA.. 

Liibi-ary  of  tlte  Young  Meits  Assomation — 2,200  vols, 

WEST  POINT. 

Libranj  of  the  United  States  Militanj  Academy — 15,000  vols. — Tliis 
library  was  founded  in  1812.  and  contains  (January  1,  IS19)  about  15,000. 
volumes,  exclusive  of  pamphlets. 
It  has,  of  manuscripts,  4  volumes, 
maps  and  charts,  100. 
nmsic,  4  volumes, 
engravings,  55  volumes, 
busts,  4. 
paintings,  (portraits)  10. 


In  1S3S, 

2o0  volumes. 

1839, 

602    " 

1840, 

159    '' 

1841, 

377    " 

1842, 

108    '' 
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Additions  to  the  library  since  1838: 

In  1843,  171  volumes. 

1844,  50       " 

1845,  130      " 

1846,  25       " 

1847,  50      *' 
Average,  192  volumes  per  annum.     Average  expenditure,  for  the  last 

ten  years,  §838  43.  There  is  no  permanent  fund  for  the  increase  of  the 
library.  There  is  usually  an  appropriation  made  by  Congress  of  $1,000 
annually  for  the  library,  but  for  the  years  1846,  1847,  and  1848,  no  snch 
appropriation  was  made.  The  sum  of  .-$1,500;  however,  was  given  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1S49. 

The  library  occupies  one  wing  of  a  gneiss  building,  of  the  Eliza- 
bethan style  of  Gothic  architecture,  erected  in  1840  and  1841.  The  re- 
maining portion  of  the  building  contains  fonr  public  offices  and  rooms  for 
philosophical  apparatus;  the  east  tower  bearing  a  transit  instrument,  the" 
middle  one  an  equatorial  telescope,  and  the  west  one  a  mural  circle.  The 
cost  of  the  entire  building  was  $50,216  86.  The  library-room  is  46  feefi 
square,  with  a  gallery  and  two  tiers  of  cases.     Height  of  room  31  f-eet. 

The  books  are  arranged  upon  the  shelves  according  to  subjects — alpha- 
betically under  subjects.  There  are  two  printed  catalogues — the  first, 
August,  1822,  22  pp.  Svo.;  the  second,  1830,  132  pp.  8vo.;  and  one  in 
manuscript,  nearly  complete,  will  probably  be  printed  soon.  The  library 
is  open  daily,  Sundays  excepted,  between  8  and  12  a.  m.,  and  between 
1  p.  m.  and  sunset.  Only  members  of  the  institution  and  officers  resi- 
ding at  the  post  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books.  Cadets  may  draw 
books  on  Saturday,  to  be  returned  on  the  ensuing  Monday — at  other 
times  by  special  permission  of  the  superintendent  in  writing.  Officers 
can  draw  four  volumes —  professors,  eight  volumes — for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing two  months.  The  annual  number  drawn  is  on  an  average  1,^1^70, 
The  yearly  average  number  of  persons  consulting  the  library  without 
taking  out  books  is  between  6,000  and  7,000,  exclusive  of  strangers,  of 
whom  there  are  a  good  many  who  visit  the  library  during  the  summer. 

The  officers  are  a  librarian,  a  member  of  the  academic  staff;  and  an 
assistant  librarian,  a  private  soldier.  The  office  of  librarian  is  at  pres- 
ent (January,  1849)  vacant.     Andre  Freis  is  the  assistant  librarian. 

ACADEMY  LIBRARIES,  (157  IN  NUMBER) 66,442  V0IJ3. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York  enable  us"  to  give  (what  we  would  gladly  be  able  to  furnish  with 
respect  to  the  other  States  of  the  Union)  an  exact  list  of  the  academy 
libraries,  with  the  number  of  volumes  contained  in  each. 

The  Yokunes  in  the  libraries  for  the  la.vt  three  years  number  as  follows: 


No.  of  academies.  No.  of  volumeg. 


In  1848,  153  academies  reported |    63,  365  ;    414 


In  1849,  1.54.... do do, 

In  1850,  157. . .  .do do 


65, 524      424 

66, 442  I    423 
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The  following  list  of  academies,  with  the  number  of  volumes  in  the 
academic  library,  and  the  value  of  the  library,  is  taken  from  the  63d  annual 
report  of  the  regents,  made  to  the  legislature  March  1,  1850: 


Names  of  academies. 


]A.cademy  at  Little  Falls 

Addison  Academy 

Albany  Academy 

Albany  Female  Academy 

Albany  F'emale  Seminary 

Albion  Academy 

Alfred  Academy 

Amenia  Seminary 

Ames  Academy 

Amsterdam  Female  Seminary  . . . 

Argyle  Academy 

Auburn  Academy 

Auburn  Female  Seminary 

Augusta  Academy 

Aurora  Academy 

Ball  Seminary 

Binghamton  Academy 

Brockport  Collegiate  Institute.. . . 

Brookfield  Academy . . 

Brooklyn  Female  Academy 

Cambridge  Washington  Academy 

Canandaigua  Academy 

Canajoharie  Academy 

Canton  Academy 

Cary  Collegiate  Seminary 

Cayuga  Academy 

Champlain  Academy 

Cherry  Valley  Academy 

Chester  Academy 

Claverack  Academy 

Clinton  Academy 

Clinton  Grammar  School 

Clinton  Liberal  Institute 

Clover  Street  Seminary 

Cortland  Academy 

Cortland ville  Academy . . . . 

Coxsackie  Academy 

Delaware  Academy 

Delaware  Literary  Institute 

De  Riiyter  Institute 

Dutchess  County  Academy 

East  Bloomfield  Academy 


No.  of  volumes 

Value  of  library. 

intlieacademic 

library. 

384 

$329  00 

166 

1.58  00 

797 

1.645  00 

1,066 

958  00 

707 

900  00 

358 

397  00 

451 

398  60 

1,837 

1,698  00 

270 

280  00 

397 

390  00 

126 

194  00 

181 

164  00 

112 

153  00 

1.53 

301   00 

615 

566  00 

130 

159  00 

587 

650  00 

185 

198  00 

141 

156  00 

],660 

1,220  00 

306 

498  00 

528 

400  no 

189 

277  00 

125 

180  00 

307 

374  00 

322 

396  00 

237 

272  00 

129 

211  00 

170 

217  00 

346 

221  00 

345 

232  00 

340 

250  00 

1,177 

1,000  00 

325 

225  00 

1,086 

1,100  00 

474 

461  00 

313 

150  00 

771 

1.026  00 

68.5 

520  00 

242 

345  00 

276 

190  00 

361 

360  00 
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LIST  OF  ACADEMIES— Continued. 


Names  of  acailcmica. 


Elmira  Acadpmy 

Erastnns  Hall  Academy 

Fairfield  Academy 

Falley  Seminary 

Farmer's  Hall  Academy. 

Fayetteville  Academy 

Fort  Covington  Academy 

Franklin  Academy,  (Malone) 

Franklin  Academy,  (Prattsburgh) 

Fredonia  Academy 

Friendship  Academy 

Galway  Academy 

Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary 

Genesee  and  Wyoming  Seminary 

Genoseo  Academy 

Genoa  Academy 

GilbertsvilleAcademy  and  Collegiatelnstitute 

Glens  Falls  Academy 

Gnuvernenr  Wesleyan  Seminaiy 

Grammar  School  of  Columbia  College 

Grannnar  School  Univ.  City  of  New  York... 

Granville  Academy 

Greenbush  and  Schodack  Academy 

Greenville  Academy 

Groton  Academy 

Hamilton  Academy 

Hartwick  Seminary 

Hobart  Hall  Institute 

Hubbardsville  Academy 

Hudson  Academy 

Ithaca  Academy 

Jamestown  Acaden^y 

Jefferson  Academy 

Jefferson  County  Institute 

Johnstown  Academy 

Jordan  Academy 

Keeseville  Acadeniy 

Kinderhook  Academy 

Kingsboro'  Academy 

Kingston  Academy 

Lansingburgh  Academy 

Le  Roy  Female  Seminary 

Liberty  iXormal  Institute 

Lo wville  Academy 


No.  of  Tolumes 

Value  of  library. 

inlheacadeiTiic 

library. 

3-lS 

$288  00 

2,  myo 

496  00 

401 

840  00 

202 

190  00 

379 

182  00 

225 

235  00 

100 

161  00 

1T3 

213  00 

1,182 

419  00 

1,4T1 

620  09 

UT 

168  00 

90 

3! 7  00 

1.6TT 

1,460^00 

412 

425  00 

T7T 

300  00 

133 

202  00 

320 

401  00 

25S 

263  00 

376 

400  00 

862 

362  00 

none. 

............ 

217 

188  00 

82 

150  00 

165 

180  00 

298 

334  00 

805 

SCO  00 

854 

1,155  00 

588 

469  00 

97 

153  00 

151 

189  00 

444 

434  00 

256 

203  00 

197 

166  00 

972 

623  00 

187 

189  00 

203 

300  00 

218 

281  00 

510 

600  00 

154 

211  00 

534  ^ 

500  00 

441 

570  00 

581 

573  00 

129 

161  00 

328 

167  00 
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LIST  OF  ACADEMIES— Continued. 


Names  of  acRdemies. 


Macedon  Academy 

Manlius  Academy 

]Vlay\'iile  Academy 

Mexico  Academy , 

Middlehary  Academy 

Millville  Academy 

Monroe  Academy 

Montgomery  Academy 

Moravia  Institute , 

Blount  Pleasant  Academy 

Muuro  Academy , 

New  Berlin  Academy , 

Newburgh  Academy 

New  Paltz  Academy 

New  York  Free  Academy , 

North  Salem  Academy 

Norwich  Academy 

Nunda  Literary  Institute 

Ogdensburgh  Academy 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary  .. , 

Onondaga  Academy 

Ontario  Female  Seminarj'' , 

Ovid  Academy 

O  wego  Academy 

Oxford  Academy 

Peekskill  Academy 

Phipps  Union  Sennnary 

Plattsburgh  Academy 

Porapey  Academy 

Poughkeepsie  Female  Academy 

Prattsville  Academy 

Red  Creek  Union  .Academy  . . . 

Rensselaer  Institute 

Rensselaerville  Academy 

Rhinebeck  Academy 

Riga  Academy 

Rochester  (Collegiate  Institute.  . 
Rochester  Female  Academy  . . . 

Rome  Academy 

Rutgers  Female  Institute 

Sag  Harbor  Institute 

St.  Lawrence  Academy 

Sand  Lake  Academy 

Sauquoit  Academy 


No.  of  volumes 

Value  of  library. 

in  ihe academic 

library. 

129 

$153  00 

364 

273  00 

in 

152  00 

480 

640  00 

736 

722  00 

193 

180  00 

144 

159  00 

398 

150  00 

425 

409  m 

1,320 

1,020  00 

314 

308  00 

201 

176  00 

414 

370  00 

237 

282  00 

not  stated. 

369  00 

253 

524  00 

558 

455  00 

191 

192  00 

312 

393  00 

1,381 

1,328  00 

504 

456  00 

55er 

478  00 

428 

330  00 

219 

231  00 

1,219 

922  00 

283 

207  00 

383 

416  00 

146 

215  00 

351 

374  00 

213 

186  00 

201 

1.50  00 

188 

206  00 

407 

1,035  00 

197 

169  00 

386 

292  00 

141 

224  00 

284 

328  00 

170 

176  00 

133 

177  00 

i          2, 303 

2,141  00 

95 

125  00 

649 

428  00 

i              242 

181   00 

!               83 

171  00 
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LIST  OF  ACADEMIES— Continued. 


Names  of  academies. 


Schenectady  Lyceum  and  Academy 

Schoharie  Academy 

Schuylerville  Academy 

Seneca  Falls  Academy 

Seward  Female  Seminary , 

Sherburne  Union  Academy , 

Spencertown  Academy , 

Springville  Academy , 

S.  S.  Seward  Institute 

Starkey  Seminary , 

Stillwater  Seminary , 

Troy  Academy 

Troy  Female  Seminary 

Union  Hall  Academy 

Union  Literary  Society 

Union  Village  Academy 

Utica  Academy 

Utica  Female  Academy 

Vernon  Academy 

Wallkill  Academy 

Walworth  Academy 

Washington  Academy 

Westfield  Academy 

Whitehall  Academy 

Whitesboro'  Academy 

WhitestoAvn  Seminary 

Wilson  Collegiate  Institute 

Windsor  Academy 

Yates  Academy 

Totals 


No.  of  volumes 
in  iheucu(Jen>ic 
lil)rary- 


325 
219 
1G(» 
245 
358 
514 
2(3 
127 

S2 
860 
304 
338 
909 
464 
132 
432 
185 

76 
374 
318 
114 
359 
424 
ISO 
153 
821 
671 
181 
329 


66, 442 


Value  of  library.. 


i 


$590. 
272 
173 
438 
401 
521 
159 
180 
150 
539 
361 
300 

1,379 
634 
121 
337 
235 
154 
320 
330 
164 
350 
478 
164 
100 
880 
627 
189 
324 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
OO 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


69,881 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  LIBRARIES,  (8;070  IN  NUMBER) — 1,338,848  VOLUMES. 

"The  number  of  volumes  in  the  school  district  libraries  was,  in  1844, 
1,145,250;  in  1845, 1,203,139;  in  1846, 1,310,986;  and  in  1847,1,338,848. 

"  Selections  for  the  district  libraries  are  made  from  the  whole  range  of 
literature  and  science,  with  the  exception  of  controversial  books,  political 
or  religious.  History,  biography,  poetry;  philosophy,  mental,  moral  and 
natural;  fiction — indeed  every  department  of  human  knowledge  contri- 
butes its  share  to  the  district  school  library.  The  object  of  this  great 
charity  was  not  merely  to  furnish  books  for  children,  but  to  establisli  in 
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• 

I  the  school  districts  a  miscellaneous  library  suited  to  the  tastes  and 
laracters  of  every  age." 

<<  By  means  of  this  diffusive  benevolence,  the  light  of  knowledge  pene- 
ates  every  portion  of  the  State,  and  the  sons  of  our  farmers,  merchants, 
lechanics,  and  laborers  have  daily  access  to  many  well- selected  books, 
■  which,  but  for  this  sagacious  policy  of  our  State,  a  majority  of  them 
ould  have  never  heard.  If  knoM'ledge  is  power,  who  can  calculate  the 
lergy  imparted  to  the  people  of  this  State  by  the  district  school  and  dis- 
ict  library?"  [See  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
cliools;  .Tatuiary  2,  1849.] 

"  In  1S35  the  districts  were,  by  act  of  legislature,  authorized  to  tax 
lemselves  |;20  each  the  first  year,  and  $10  each  year  afterwards,  for  the 
;tabhshment  of  a  library.  But  few  districts  availed  themselves  of  this 
•ivilege.  In  183S  it  was  made  imperative  upon  each  district,  the  State 
lying  half  of  the  sum."  These  libraries  are  "  not  so  much  for  the 
3nefit  of  children  attending  school  as  for  those  who  have  completed  their 
)mmon-school  education.  Its  main  design  was  to  throw  into  school 
istricts,  and  to  place  within  the  reach  of  all  their  inhabitants,  a  collection 
Fgood  works  on  subjects  calculated  to  enlarge  their  understandings,  and 
ore  their  minds  with  useful  knowledge."     [Report,  1S36.] 

NEW  JERSEY. 

BURLINGTON. 

College  Library — 1,000  vols. — Founded  A.  D.  1846;  contains  about 
,000  volumes,  3  MSS.,  25  maps  and  charts,  a  good  collection  of  sacred 
msic,  and  several  hundred  coins.  No  catalogue  has  been  printed.  The 
brary  is  open  daily  from  3  to  4  p.  m.  Books  are  freely  lent,  mostly  to 
indents,  to  be  returned  in  a  week.  The  college  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 
nd  of  course  no  annual  average  of  expenditure  or  use  can  be  stated. 
jev„  A.  Frost,  librarian. 

NEWARK. 

Library  of  the  Ntw  Jersey  Historical  Society — 825  vols. — The  society 
ras  instituted  in  1845.  The  library  was  definitely  located  in  Newark  in 
tie  year  1846.  It  contains  825  volumes,  410  pamphlets,  760  manu- 
:ripts,  20  maps,  2  portraits,  and  several  engravings.  The  larger  por- 
on  of  the  collection  has  been  presented.  About  $150  per  annum  have 
een  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  MSS.  The  society  occu- 
ies  a  room  in  a  building  erected  by  the  Newark  Library  Association. 
rhe  room  is  48  feet  by  18,  and  12|  high.  No  catalogue  of  its  collections 
las  been  printed.  There  is  no  specified  time  for  the  opening  of  the 
ibrary.  Members  have  access  on  application  to  the  librarian.  The  books 
re  not  lent  out.     Samuel  H.  Pennington,  librarian. 

The  Library  Lisiitution — 3,000  vols — This  institution  was  chartered 
iy  the  State  in  184-.  The  hbrary  contained  in  1849  3,000  volumes, 
pen  to  the  public  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  A  handsome  building  has 
leen  erected  expressly  for  the  institution.     W.  A.  Whitehead,  secretary. 


ORANGE. 
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NEW    BRUNSWICK. 

• 

Rufgers  CoUese  Library — 8,000  vols. — Rutgers  College  was  founde 
in  1770.  The  library  was  comnienced  about  the  year  1807,  and  contain 
(January,  1849)  not  far  from  8,000  volumes.  It  increases  at  the  rate  c 
about  1.50  volumes  per  annum. 

Persons  entitled  to  use  the  library  are:  oflicers  of  the  institution 
gratuitously;  students  of  the  college,  and  of  the  theolooical  school,  b; 
paying  one  dollar  per  annum.  iXone  except  professors  and  students  ar 
allowed  to  take  books  from  the  library.  The  number  that  consult  th 
library  without  taking  bocks  is  very  limited.  Professor  C.  K.  Vai 
Remondt,  libmrian. 

Lyceum  Library — 1,000  vols. 

PRINCETON. 

Libi'aries  of  the  College  of  New  J':rsey — 16,000  vols. — The  College  ol 
Nev/  .Jersey  was  founded  in  1746.     The  college  library  was  commencec: 
as  early  as  1755,  but  was  entirely  consumed  in  1801  by  the  fire  whicl 
destroyed  the  college  building.     The  present  library  (August,  1849)  coni 
tains  9,000  volumes,  and  upwards.     It  has  a  collection  of  maps,  and  alsci 
a  small  one  of  medals  and  coins,  and  has  lately  received  more  than  S,00([ 
sulphurets — fac-similes  of  ancient  Roman  and  other  coins.     For  somi\ 
years  past  about   $400   per   annum  have    been  expended  for  the  pur 
chase  of  books.     The  library  is  kept  in  a  room  66  feet  by  33,  and  is  ar 
ranged    according   to  subjects.     There  is  no  printed  catalogue,  excep: 
one  printed  in  17G0,  in  12mo.     l^he  library  is  open  twice  a  week — ontj 
hour  each  time.     Persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  are,  the  in- 
structors and  students  of  the  college  and  theological  seminary,  and  resi- 
dent graduates.     Books  are  lent  out,  and  occasionally  to  persons  at  a  dis- 
tance.    Professor  G.  M.  Giger,  librarian,  ' 

There  are  connected  with  the  college  two  literary  societies  possessing' 
libraries — namely:  the  American  Whig  Society  has  3,500  volumes;  theij 
Cliosophic  Society  3,-500  volumes.  Each  of  these  societies  has  a  hand- 
some building,  erected  exclusively  for  its  purposes  by  its  members.  Both 
are  conducted  with  much  spirit.  il 

Library  of  the  Theologval  Seminary — 9,000  vols. — This  institution!] 
went  into  operation  in  the  year  1812,  with  a  small  number  of  books.? 
The  present  number  of  volumes  may  be  from  8,000  to  10,000,  mostly 
theological,  including  all  the  Polyglots  and  most  of  the  Fathers,  besides 
a  very  valuable  collection  of  about  1,000  volumes  of  bound  pamphlets,;' 
collected  mostly  by  one  individual.  It  is  a  very  choice  and  valuablaj 
library.  Most  of  the  books  have  been  presented;  there  is,  therefore,  noij 
uniformity  in  the  number  of  books  added  3'early.  No  certain  sum  is  de-!' 
voted  annually  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  average  ainjual  expendi-j 
ture  would  not  exceed  .9200.  On  one  occasion  a  private  library  was  pur-i 
chased  for  about  one  thousand  dollars. 

A  beautiful  Gothic  building,  80  feet  by  50,  of  brown  stone,  has  been; 
erected  by  the  liberality  of  a  single  individual.     The  floors  are  of  marble. i 
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rhe  roof  is  slated.  The  Arhole,  except  the  vestibule,  is  in  one  room, 
rith  a  gallery.  There  are  alcoves  on  tlie  two  sides  of  the  room. 
!  The  arrangement  of  the  books  is  partly  by  subjects,  but  not  uniformly. 
iPhe  library  is  open  twice  a  week  for  taking  out  books;  and  every  day, 
|5unday  excepted,  for  consultation.  The  professors  and  students  of  the 
eminary  arjd  of  New  Jersey  College  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
ibrary.  The  institution  is  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  denomina- 
ion.     Rev.  A.  Alexander,  S.  T.  D.,  librarian. 

TRENTON. 

Siafe  Library — 5,000  vols. — This  libraiy  was  organized  in  1821,  and 
ontains  .5,000  v^olumes.  Ii  has  one  vohune,  of  about  600  pages,  of  letters 
n  manuscript,  most  of  them  from  men  who  served  their  country  in 
he  Revolution — a  number  of  General  Washington's. 

There  is  an  annual  appropriation  of  .<P;250  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
Phe  library  occupies  an  apartment  in  the  State  House.  Two  cat- 
logues  have  been  jirinted — the  first  in  1838,  36  pages  Svo.;  lln^  second 
n  1S47,  37  pages  8vo.  The  library  is  open  daily  during  the  ses- 
ions  of  the  legislature  and  the  State  courts,  and  also  of  the  United  States 
ourts  which  sit  at  Trenton.  The  persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
looks  are,  officers  of  the  executive  department,  members  of  the  legisla- 
ure,  and  members  of  the  JNew  Jersey  bar.  William  D.  Hart,  State 
ibrarian. 

Philomathean  Library-— '^OQ  vols. — The  Philomathean  Society  of  Tren- 
on  Academy  has  begun  to  collect  a  library,  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
ions  of  its  members  and  others.  About  300  volumes  have  already  been 
eceived. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

ALLEGHANY  CITY. 

Library  of  the  Western  Tlieohgical  Seminary  of  th^  Presbyterian 
"Jhurch — 5,000  vols. — The  library  was  founded  in"  1827,  when  the  insti- 
ution  commenced  its  operations,  and  contains  (January,  1849)5,000  vol- 
mres.  The  increase  daring  the  last  ten  years  has  been  small.  A  legacy 
las  been  left,  to  be  permanently  invested  and  applied  to  the  increase  of 
he  library.  It  will  probably  yield  about  $90  or  $100  per  annum,  and 
vili  soon  be  available. 

The  lilirary  is  in  one  of  the  wings  of  the  seminary  edifice,  on  the  third 
:tory.  The  base  of  the  library  is  a  tloor  projectmg  some  six  feet  Irom  the 
vali,  with  a  railing  on  its  murein.  The  centre  is  open  from  the  floor  of 
lie  second  story.  It  was  designed,  in  the  construction  of  the  building, 
"or  a  library-room.  Its  matenal  is  brick,  and  its  dimensions  are  50  by 
)0  feet;  height,  11  feet  from  the  floor,  and  23  or  24  feet  from  the  floor  of 
he  second  story  in  the  centre. 

I  The  books  are  arranged  upon  the  shelves  according  to  size.  Around  the 
[filing,  above  the  shelves,  is  a  broad  border,  on  which  the  letters  of  tlie^ 
ilphabet  are  printed— one  above  each  tier  of  shelves.  On  the  margin  of 
jiach  shelf,  small  letters  are  placed  in  alphabetical  order.  On  the  back  of 
iach  book  is  inscribed  its  number  on  its  appropriate  slielf.  On  the  inside 
>f  the  cover  is  this  same  number,  together  with  the  large  and  small  letters, 
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and  the  u'hole  number  as  it  advances,  with*  the  name  of  the  institutior"'! 
In  the  catalogue  the  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects;  each  bool*ij 
under  its  appropriate  division,  having  the  number  and  letters  referring  l^ 
its  tier  and  shelf.  Thus,  by  a  reference  from  the  catalogue,  every  boo>i 
may  readily  be  found,  and,  by  the  marks  on  the  book,  may  quickly  b^i 
returned  to  its  place.  The  whole  number  is  of  no  further  Ui.e  in  the  pla'^ 
than  to  indicate  the  number  of  books  in  the  hbrary  There  is  as  yet  n  i 
printed  catalogue,  but  a  good  one  in  manuscript.  * 

The  hbrary  is  opened,  statedly,  on^-e  a  week,  and  kept  open  one  hou  j 
each  time.    The  professors  and  students  only  are  entitled  to  its  use.     B 
courtesy  the  use  may  be  allowed  to  others.    The  faculty  have  the  supen 
vision  of  the  library,  they  appoint  one  of  the  students  annually  to  attend  tj 
the  duties  of  librarian.     Rev.  David  Elliott,  D.  D,,  senior  professor.       J 

CANONS BURG.  J 

Jefferson  College  Libraries — 10,000  vols. — The  catalogue  of  the  colleg<; 
for  1S4S  contains  the  following  statement  with  reference  to  the  libraries] 

''  The  college  library  is  not  large,  but  contains  a  considerable  numbef 
of  rare  and  valuable  books.  Important  additions  have  recently  been  mad<l 
to  it,  and  efficient  measures  taken  for  its  enlargement.  i 

<'  The  literary  societies  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  are  proba? 
bly  unsurpassed  by  any  similar  associations.  They  are  ornaments  to  thtj 
college,  and  valuable  auxiliaries  in  the  mental  training  of  the  students  i 
Their  halls  are  commodious  and  handsomely  furnished,  and  their  librarie;! 
extensive  and  well  selected,"  \ 

This  college  was  founded  in  1802,  and  the  number  of  volumes  in  tin  I 
three  libraries  is  given  in  the  American  Almanac  for  1850  as  10,000.        i 

The  Theological  Seminary  at  Canoiisburg — 2,000  vols- — This  seminar} i 
went  into  operation  in  1631,  and  was  incorporated  in  1833.  It  is  unde  i 
the  direction  of  the  associated  Presbyterian  church.  The  library  is  said 
to  contain  2^000  volumes.  i 

i 

CARLISLE. 

Dickinson  College  Libraries — 14,550  vols. — ^The  college  library  wasj 
founded  with  the  college  in  1T82,  and  contains  5,050  volumes.  For  the! 
last  ten  years  the  average  increase  has  been  120  volumes  per  annum  ! 
the  expenditure  for  books,  ^100  per  annum.  j 

The  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects,  following  the  system  o) 
Brunet.  The  libraiy  is  open  once  a  week  for  an  hour,  and  is  free  to  all' 
connected  with  the  college.  There  is  no  printed  catalogue.  J.  U.  Mar-| 
shall,  librarian. 

There  are  two  societies  of  students  possessing  valuable  libraries,  namely:! 
the  Belies-Lettres  Society,  5,0U0  volumes  ;  the  Union  Philosophical  So-; 
ciety,  4,500  volumes. 

I; 

CHESTER.  ! 

Aihenceum  Library — 1,000  vols,  '! 
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E  ASTON. 


Lafayette  College  Ubraries-~5 ,A02  vols.—The  college  library,  begun 
1  1833,  contains  (January,  1849)  only  about  402  volumes.     The  libra- 

les  of  the  literary  societie3  (the  Franklin  and )  are  larger  and  val- 

able,  containing  together  about  5,000  volumes.  The  college  was  founded 
1  1832.     Professor  J.  N.  Coffin,  librarian. 

The  Easton  Lihrari/--3, 7^1  wo/*.— This  library  was  founded  in  1811. 
t  contains,  (1850,)  besides  3,751  volumes  of  printed  books,  a  small  num- 
er  of  manuscripts,  maps,  engravings,  and  coina.  It  increases  slowly 
■om  the  proceeds  of  a  semi-annual  tax  upon  the  proprietors,  amounting 
>  about  75  dollars  a  year.  A  brick  building,  60  feet  by  35,  forming  one 
3om  17  feet  high,  was  erected  for  the  library  in  1811.  The  library  is 
pen  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  o'clock.  About  1,500  books 
re  lent  out  each  year.     Peter  Baldy,  librarian. 


ERIE. 


The  Irving  Literary  Ins'itute  was  formed  July  4,  1839,  and  incor- 
orated  in  1847,  The  Hbrary  contahis  1,015  volumes.  The  funds  are 
aised  by  a  semi-annual  assessment  of  members  and  the  loan  of  books. 
;'he  amount  will  average  $50  per  annum.  Voluntary  subscriptions  are 
ccasionally  made  for  the  library.  The  institute  occupies  two  rooms  in 
lie  court  house— a  large  hall  for  weekly  meetings,  and  a  private  room  for 
he  library.  A  catalogue  (16  pp.  8vo.)  was  printed  in  1848.  The  library 
5  open  every  Saturday,  from  6  to  9  o'clock  p.  m.  The  members  of  the 
nstitute,  and  subscribers  at  $2  per  annum,  have  free  access  to  the  books, 
rhe  institute  maintains  a  course  of  free  lectures  every  winter.  They 
lave  been  well  attended.     Lucian  R.u^t,  secretary. 


FALLS INGTON,  BUCKS  COUNTY. 


The  Fallsington  Library  Company  was  founded  and  incorporated  in 
802.  The  1st  article  of  its  constitution  provides,  that  ''no  book  or 
)ooks  shall  ever  be  introduced  into  this  library  which  shall  have  been 
A'ritten  with  an  intention  to  discredit  the  Christian  religion,  or  bring  into 
lisrepute  any  society  or  denomination  thereof."  Each  member  pays  the 
|;uni  of  .$5  entrance  fee,  and  an  annual  assessment  of  $1.  The  present 
uunber  of  shareholders  is  45.  Number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  1,650. 
3uia  expended  for  books  annually,  .i;25.  [See  constitution  of  the  F.  L. 
vo.,  12  pp.  12mo.,  Doylestown,  1S36;  and  catalogue  of  books  belonging 
o  the  F.  L.,  31  pp.  12mo.,  Newtown,  1844.] 


GETTYSBURG. 


Pcmisylvania  College  Librai  ies—ij ,3r3  vols.~The  college  hbrary 
commenced  with  the  college  in  1832,  and  contains  (in  1849)  1,773  vol. 
jmes.  about  50  medals,  and  400  or  500  coins.  About  100  volumes  are 
\dded  annually.  About  80  to  100  dollars  are  expended  yearly  lor  books. 
The  library  occupies  a  room  in  the  college  edifice  42  feet  by  22.  It  is 
wpened  once  a  week  for  about  an  hour.  Professors,  tutors,  resident 
graduates,  and  students,  are  entitled  te  use  the  booksj  others  can  bo^^o^r 
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books  through  an  officer  of  the  institution.  There  are  two  literary  soci''j 
ties  (the  Phrenakosmian  and  Philomatha3an,)  having  hbraries  of  ahoi'^ 
2,000  volumes  each;  a  scientific  society,  with  200  volumes;  and  a  Ge 
man  society,  with  400  volumes  iu  the  German  language:  making  an  a  i 
gregate  of  6,373  volumes  connected  with  the  college.  Professor  M.  1  ; 
Stoever,  librarian. 

Libtary  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  \.\  ' 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  iu  the  United  States.— The' library  w;  ' 
begun  in  1825,  and  contains  about  8,.500  volumes,  and  a  few  MSS."  Ti  ! 
additions  during  the  last  ten  years  amount  to  about  800  volumes.  Tiiei  i 
is  no  printed  catalogue.  The  library  is  opened  for  the  use  of  the  studcn  \ 
every  Saturday,  one  hour.  The  constitution  limits  its  use  to  the  faciilt  ] 
and  students  of  the  institution.  By  courtesy  the  professors  of  Pennsv  ' 
vania  College,  located  in  the  same  town,  are  allowed  the  use  of  t"h  \ 
books.  The  use  is  in  all  cases  gratuitous.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  chairiiia  i 
of  the  faculty. 

i 

HARRISBLRG.  i 

Pennsylvania  Sta^e  Lib7xiry— 10, QQO  vols. —This  library  was  found e  | 
2Sth  February,  1816,  and  contains,  at  present,  about  10,000  volumes.  1  I 
occupies  two  rooms  in  the  capitol,  each  about  40  feet  long  by  30  wide  an  : 
20  high.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1S39,  containing  168  pages  Svc  i 
The  library  is  open  during  the  session  of  the  legislature  and  suprem  ' 
court,  dady  from  9  a.  m  to  1  p.  m.,  and  from  3  p.  m.  to  o  p.  m.  Bonk  i 
are  lent  out  to  officers  of  the  State  government  and  members  of  the  leiris  \ 
iature.  Strangers  can  read  in  the  librarv,  but  are  not  by  law  permitted  hi 
take  out  books.     James  Johnston,  librarian.  1 

HATBOROUGH.  I 

U?don  Library—S, iSO  voJs.~The  Union  Library  Company  of  Hat ! 
borough,  Montgoniery  county,  was  founded  in  the  year  1755,  and  incor^ 
porated  ni  1787.  The  library  contains  (1850)  3,430  volumes  It  in' 
creases  at  the  rate  of  about  100  volumes  annually.  There  has  been  nc ' 
permanent  fund  tdl  quite  recently.  Nathan  Holt' left  by  will  a  donatiori 
of  ^.1,000,  of  which  he  directed  .§3,000  to  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  ground  i 
and  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  thereon.  The  remaining  .$2,000  iff 
to  be  placed  out  on  landed  security,  and  the  interest  devoted  to  the  pur^ 
chase  of  books.  In  1849  a  stone  building  was  erected,  for  the  above  men| 
tioned  .S3,000.  It  is  33  feet  by  40,  and  finished  after  the  plan  o^ 
the  Mercantile  Library  of  Philadelphia,  in  one  room  16  feet  high  Therei 
IS  a  pnnied  catalogue,  (64  pp.  8vo.)  of  which  five  editions- have  been] 
issued.  It  includes  a  historical  account  of  the  institution,  its  constitu-J 
tipu,  by  laws,  &c.  The  library  is  statedly  open  two  days  in  the  week.l 
Any  person,  by  consent  of  the  directors,  may  become  a  member  onl 
the  payment  of  .§10  and  an  annual  tax  of  one  dollar.  Strangers  and  non-l 
subscribers  are  allowed  to  use  the  books  in  the  building,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  librarian.     Joseph  Morton,  librarian. 

JONESTOWN. 

i 

The  Swatara  Literary  Association  has  lately  been  formed  at  Jones- 
town, the  object  of  which,  as  stated  in  the  second  article  of  the  constitu- 


, 
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on,  is  '^  to  establish  a  library  and  museum,  and  to  encourage  such  exer- 
ises  as  will  tend  to  spread  general  and  useful  information." 

LANCASTER. 

Fran/din  C'olles'e  Library. — This  college  has  a  small  library  of  7.5G 
olumes,  incUiding  pamphlets.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  jr.,  librarian.  [See 
larshall  College,  Mercersburg.] 

The  Library  of  the  Mechanics''  Institute  in  this  place  contains  2,600 
olumes.     [See  Rupp's  History  of  Lancaster  County.] 

Juliana  Library. — A  library  was  established  here  in  1770  by  Thomas 
'enn,  and  named,  from  his'wit'e,  the  Juliana  Library.  [Ludewig,  in  the 
\erapeum.\  , 

LEWISBURG. 

Lfwisbur^  University  Library — 600  *^ols. — This  library  was  commenced 
1  1849.  A  subscription  of  about  g  10,000  has  been  made  for  the  in- 
rease  of  the  library;  and  it  will  become  available,  by  instalments,  within 
lie  next  three  years.     Professor  George  R.  Bliss,  librarian. 

MEADVILLE. 

Alleghany  College  Libraries — 8,000  vols. — The  college  was  founded  in 
S15.  It  possesses  in  its  libraries  about  8,000  volumes.  The  college 
braryis  composed  almost  entirely  of  three  bequests — the  first  in  point  of 
ze  by  Hon.  James  Winthrop,  Lli.  D.,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
^ho  died  in  1821;  the  second,  by  the  Rev.  William  Bentley,  D.  D.,  of 
alem,  Massachusetts;  the  third,  by  Isaiah  Thomas,  esq.,  LL.  D.,  of 
i^orcester,  Massachusetts.  A  catalogue  of  the  library  (130  pp.  Svo.)  was 
Irepared  and  printed  in  1828  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Alden,  wfio  also  com- 
liled  the  catalogues  of  the  libraries  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New  York 
[[istorical  Societies.  In  the  Alleghany  Library  catalogue  each  bequest  is 
iparately  registered,  under  the  name  of  its  giver. 

*'  In  the  catalogue,  the  intelligent  will  perceive  that  there  is  an  exten- 
ve  range  of  the  best  editions  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Classics,  and  of 
le  ancient  Fathers  of  the  Christian  Church;  that  there  are  books  in  thirty 
ifferent  languages,  ancient  and  modern,  with  lexicons  and  gramvnars, 
nd  elementary  books  for  studying  most  of  them;  and  that  in  history, 
ncicnt  and  modern,  in  belles-lettres,  and  other  branches  of  literature  and 
iience,  there  is  a  most  excellent  collection."  [See  Remarks  of  Mr. 
.Iden,  Catalogue,  p.  136.] 

The  Library  of  the  Meadville  Theological  School — 5, 300  vols. — This  in- 
itution  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Unitarian  Congregationalists.  The 
brary  was  founded  simultaneously  with  the  school,  in  1844,  and  cou- 
lins  5,300  v^olumes.  For  the  five  years  since  the  library  was  established, 
early  900  volumes  per  annum  on  an  average  have  been  added  to  it. 
omewhat  more  than  ,^250  from  the  funds  of  the  school  have  annually 
een  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  library  is  open  twice  a  week — one  hour  each  time.  Students  and 
fficers  of  the  institution  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books.  A  discre- 
onary  power  of  lending  to  any  literary  gentleman  is  vested  in  the  tac- 
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ulty,  and  has  always  been  exercised  when  apphed  for.  No  charge  i 
made  for  the  use  of  the  Hbraiy.  Between  2,000  and  3,000  books  are  len 
out  annually.  The  number  is  increasing  with  the  growth  of  the  library 
The  private  libraries  of  the  officers  of  the  school  areas  largely  com  po6e( 
of  works  of  reference,  and  as  freely  open  to  students,  as  the  public  library 
They  coutaia  about  3,700  volumes.     Professor  F.  Huidekoper,  libraFian 

MERCERSBURG. 

Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  German  Reformed  Synot 
of  North.  America — 6,000  vols. — The  library  was  coniuienced  with  tin 
seminary,  iu  1825.  It  contains  at  present  (1850^  about  6,000  volumes 
mostly  in  German.  The  increase  has  been  small — not  more  than  50  vol 
umes  per  annum.  No  catalogue  has  been  printed.  The  library  is  oper 
one  hour  each  week.  A  fee  is  charged  to  the  students  for  the  use  of  th( 
library.     John  VV.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  senior  professor. 

Marshall  College  Libraries — 7,000  vols. — The  college  library  contain? 
about  1,000  volumes.  The  Diagnothian  Society  has  a  library  of  3,00( 
volumes,  and  the  Goethean  Society  also  has  about  3,000  volumes;  Eact 
of  these  libraries  is  in  a  separate  hall. 

The  college  library  is  distributed  among  the  professors — each  professoii 
having  charge  of  those  books  pertaining  to  his  own  department.  Thers 
is  at  present  no  room  appropriated  to  the  books.  The  institution  was 
chartered  in  1835. 

Measin-es  have  been  taken  for  uniting  tliis  college  with  Franklin  Col 
lege,  Lancaster.     The  corporate  name   will  be  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College.     The   success  of  this   plan    will  depend  upon  the   raising  oif 
$)25,000' for  the  erection  of  buildings  in  Lancaster,  and  i^'15,000  for  the 
endowment  of  a  professorship  in  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg. 

NORRISTOWN. 

Tlte  Library  Company— 2,ol5  voh. — The  Norristown  Library  Coin- 
])any  was  founded  in  May,  1796,  and  (in  1850)  possesses  2,515  volumes, 
(to  wit:  4  folios,  30  quartos,  872  octavos,  and  1,609  duodecimos,  besidesj 
phamphlets.)  There  is  no  permanent  fund.  There  is  an  annual  inconrei 
of  about  eighty  dollars  arising  from  an  assessment  of  one  dollar  upon  each] 
shareholder.  The  sum  thus  obtained  is  mostly  devoted  to  the  purchas^e 
of  books.  In  1835  a  small  wooden  building  was  erected  expressly  fori 
the  librar}^;  it  is  15  feet  six  inches  square.  A  catalogue  (40  pp.  lSmo.)j 
was  printed  in  1836.  The  library  is  open  every  day.  Shareholders  payl 
^5  for  a  share,  and  i^l  annual  tax.  Books  are  lent,  for  a  small  charge,  toi 
other  persons.  About  200  are  thus  lent  annually.  R.  Adamson,  hbrarian..; 

PHILADELPHIA.  ! 

Tlie  Library  Company  and  the  Loganian  Libra ry—^QO ,000  vols. — The'] 
following  facts  of  general  interest,  respecting  the  history  of  this  venerable! 
and  useful  institution,  are  extracted  from  an  article  written  for  VValdieV; 
Portfolio,  by  John  J.  Smith,  esq.,  the  librarian* 
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"  The  first  entry  in  the  records  of  the  Library  Company,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

^"  The  minutes  of  me,  Joseph  Breintnall,  secretary  to  the  directors  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  with  such  of  the  minutes  of  the 
same  directors  as  they  order  me  to  make,  be^un  on  the  8th  day  of 
November,  1731.  By  virtue  of  the  deed  or  instrument  of  the  said  com- 
pany, dated  the  first  day  of  July  last. 

"  The  said  instrument  being  completed  by  fifty  subscriptions,  I  sub- 
scribed rny  name  to  the  following  summons  or  notice  which  Benjamin 
Franklin  sent  by  a  messenger,  viz: 

^' '  To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  Hopkinson,  William  Parsons,  Philip 

Syng;  jr.,  Thomas  Godfrey,  Anthony  Nicholas,  Thomas  Cadv/alader, 

John  Jones,  jr.,  Robert  Grace,  and  Isaac  Penington. 

"  '  Gextlemex:  The  subscription  to  the  library  being  completed,  you,  the 

directors  appointed  in  the  instrument,  are  desired  to  meet  this  evening  at 

5  o'clock,  at  the  house  of  Nicholas  Scull,  to  take  bond  of  the  treasurer  for 

the  faithful  performance  of  his  trust,  and  to  consider  of  and  appoint  a 

proper  time  for  the  payment  of  the  money  subscribed,  and  other  matters 

relating  to  the  said  library. 

'' '  JOS.  BREINTNALL,  Secretary. 
"  '  PHiLADELpnrA,  November  8,  1831.' 

'■'■  At  this  meeting  a  treasurer,  William  Coleman,  duly  executed  a  bond 
with  sureties,  and  Benjamin  Franklin  proposed  that  the  said  Coleman  at- 
tend at  suitable  places  to  receive  the  subscription  moneys;  which,  says 
our  secretary,  *  it  was  the  general  opinion  should  not  be  delayed,  lest  the 
directors  be  disappointed  in  sending  it  to  England  this  fall  to  ]-urchase 
books,  or  tiiat  other  disappointments,  prejudicial  to  the  library  design, 
should  happen  by  delays  or  negligence  on  any  hand.' 

'^The  price  of  a  share  was  fixed  at  forty  shillings,  and  on  the  first  even- 
ng  of  attendance  for  that  purpose  ten  persons  appeared  and  paid  the 
iimount  of  their   subscriptions.     Several  individuals,  however,  were  dila- 
:ory  in  meeting  their  engagements,  and  B.   Franklin  printed  and  sent . 
;hem  notice  either  to  pay  on  a  certain  evening,  or  signify  their  de'ermina-  . 
ion  to  relinquish   (he  copartnership .    Much   dilficulty  and   no  little  for-- - 
jearance  appears  to  have   been   the   lot  of  the  directors  and  treasurer,  in 
■collecting  from  some  of  the  original  subscribers;  hut,  satisfied  of  the  utility 
>f  the  project,  at  a  meeting  on  the  29th  of  March,  IT32,  the  sum  in  hand: 
)eing  '  above  half  the  amount  originally  intended  to  be  raised,  it  was  con- 
;luded  to  be  the  interest  of  all  concerned  to  send  for  some  of  the  books 
mmediately.     Thomas  Godfrey,   at  this  meeting,  informed  the  dirsMrtors  . 
hat  Mr.  James  Logan  had  heard  of  the  plan,  and  would  willini,'!y. give 
lis  advice  in  the  choice  of  books;  the  miintte  on   the»subjecl  is  im  these 
vords:  '  Upon  this  information,  'I'homas  Godfrey  was  requested  to  return 
he  thanks  of  the  committee  to  Mr.    Logan  for  his   generous  offer;  and 
he  conunittee  esteeming  Mr.  Logan  to  he  a  gentleman  of  universal  l6arn-  . 
ng,  and  the  best  judge  of  books  in  these  parts,  ordered  that.  Tiiomas 
Godfrey  should  wait  on  him  and  request  him  to  favor  them  with  a  cata- 
jgue  of  suitable  books  against  to  morrow  evening,  i^-hich  T..G,  readily 
greed  to  do.' 

Mis.— 8 
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"  With  the  advice  of  Mr.  Logan  the  list  was  made  out,  and  Robert 
Grace,  'to  expedite  the  affair,'  agreed  to  draw  on  Peter  ColHnson,  mercer, 
in  Gracious  street,  London,  for  *  d-A5  sterling  at  65  per  cent,  advance  tlie  , 
current  rate,'  in  favor  of  and  to  be  remitted  by  Thomas  Hopkinson,  then 
about  saihng  for  England,  with  directions  to  purchase  as  many  volumes  i 
as  lie  could  for  the  money.     The  catalogue  of  this  first  effort  evinces  con-  J 
siderable  judgment,  and  was  very  carefully  prepared  with  a  view  to  facili-  j 
tate  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  in  the  various  departments  required  by 
the  wants  of  a  young  community. 

<'ln  October,  1732,  the  first  importation  of  books  was  received  by  Captain  '. 
Carnock  in  good  order.  T.  Hopkinson  informed  the  directors  that  he  had  , 
received  advice  from  T.  Cadwalader  and  P.  CoUinson  in  adding  and 
omitting  various  books;  and  that  'Peter  CoUinson,  who  had  given  great 
assistancf ,  had  moreover  made  the  company  a  present  of  two  valuable 
books.'  His  claim  is  thus  established  of  having  been  the  first  donor  to 
the  yet  infant  library. 

"  The  importance  of  the  step  thus  taken,  aUhoiigh  it  was  on  a  small 
scale,  can  be  justly  appreciated  only  by  a  knowledge  of  tlie  fact, 
which  is  stated  in  the  reply  to  Peter  CoUinson, that  there  was  no  manner 
of  provision  made  by  the  government  for  public  education,  either  in  this 
or  the  neighboring  provinces,  '  nor  so  much  as  a  good  bookseller's  shop 
nearer  than  Boston.' 

"  The  books  were  taken  to  '  Robert  Grace's  chamber,  at  his  hon:5e  in 
Jones's  alley,'  and  there  placed  on  the  shelves,  a  catalogue  made  out,  and 
Dr.  bh-anklin  undertonk  to  print  the  blank  promissory  notes  for  the  libra- 
rian to  fill  up,  and  get  subscribed  by  those  to  whom  he  lent  books.  The 
rules  and  regiilations  adopted  were  few  and  simple.  The  first  librarian, 
Louis  Timothee,  gave  attendance  from  2  to  3  on  Wednesdays,  and 
on  Saturdays  from  10  till  4.  He  was  allowed  to  permit  '  any  civil 
gentleman  to  peruse  the  books  of  the  library  in  the  library-room,  but  not 
to  lend  or  to  suffer  to  be  taken  out  of  the  library,  by  any  person  who  is 
not  a  subscribing  member,  any  of  the  said  books,  Mr.  James  Logan  only 
excepted.'  Timothee,  it  appears,  occupied  Grace's  house,  and  he  was  to 
receive  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  '  three  pounds  lawful  money  cer- 
tain,' and  a  further  '  reasonable  reward,'  as  should  be  agreed  on  'n  con- 
sideration of  services  and  rent. 

''In  December,  1732,  several  new  applicants  presented  themselves,  and 
were  admitted.  Dr.  Franklin  produced  the  printed  catalogue,  which  he 
presented  without  charge. 

"  The  original  number  of  fifty  subscribers  was  not  completed  till  the 
22d  February,  1733,  when  Joseph  Growden  signed  the  constitution,  be- 
ing the  fiftieth  member. 

"  William  Rawle  appears  to  have  been  the  first  American  donor,  having, 
on  the  12th  of  Matrch,  1733,  presented  'six  volumes  or  books  of  tlie 
works  of  Mr.  Edmund  Spenser.' 

"  On  the  loth  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  it  was  agreed  by  a  committee 
of  directors  to  draw  up  an  address  to  Thomas  Penn,  proprietor,  '  in  order 
ioi  his  countenance  and  protection  in  an  affair  so  useful  and  well  intended 
as  the  library,  and  which  the  proprietor  signified  through  his  secretary, 
Mr.  George,  that  he  approved  and  designed  to  encourage.' 

''  Mr.  Penn  replied  that  he  took  the  address  'kindly,'  with  the  assurance  i 
that  he  should  be  always  ready  to  promote  any  undertaking  so  useful. 
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He  preseTited  several  articles  to  the  institution,  and  it  is  to  the  honor  of 
the  propriefarj^  family  that  they  promoted  the  design  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinned  to  preserA'e  any  influence  in  the  province. 

^'Mr.  Timothee  having  vacated  his  office,  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of 
his  sureties,  offered  to  take  his  situation  for  the  current  year,  in  considera- 
tion of  l^imothee's  having  been  serviceable  to  him;  he  occupied  the  sta- 
tion of  librarian  for  three  months  and  a  day,  and  was  succeeded  by  Wil- 
liam Parsons.  During  the  period  of  Franklin's  service  as  librarian,  the 
room  was  agreed  to  be  open  but  once  a  week,  on  Saturdays  from  four  to 
■ti^ght— it  having  been  observed  that  borrowers  rarely  came  on  Wednes- 
days, and  four  hours  were  found  amply  sufficient  to  supply  all  anplicants. 
The  librarian's  salary  was  then  reduced  to  ^6. 

"  The  increase  of  books  was  supposed  to  raise  the  value  of  a  share  an- 
nually ten  shillings,  and  I  find  the  price  gradually  increased. 

"  On  the  I2th  of  December,  1737,  the '^directors  were  informed  by  the 
secretary  that  the  proprietor  was  pleased  to  say  that  nothing  remained  to 
delay  his  grant  of  a  lot  of  ground  he  intended  to  bestow  on  the  company 
for  their  library.  In  May,  173S,  a  letter  was  received  from  John  Penn, 
with  a  present  of  an  air-pump.  The  first  paragraph  conveys  information 
highly  honorable  to  the  company.  It  is  datedl.ondon,  Sl'st  of  January, 
1738,  and  begins: 

"■ '  Gentlemen-:  It  always  gives  me  jileasure  when  I  think  of  the  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  as  they  were  the  first  that  encouraged  knowi- 
edge  and  learning  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania.' 

"A  suitable  reply  and  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  lot  and  the  air-pump  were 
ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  generous  donor.  The  pump  excited  con- 
siderable curiosity  among  the  citizens — frequent  notices  of  application  to 
borrow  it  being  niinuted;  a  commitee  was  appointed  to  provide  a  case  and 
frame  for  it,  with  glass  lights  in  the  door,  'to  louk  ornamental  in  the  library- 
room  . ' 

^'  The  first,  and,  I  regret  to  add,  one  of  the  very  few  presents  of  money 
made  to  the  institution,  ^vas  from  Dr.  Walter  Sydserfe,  of  Antigua,  in 
1738,  v/ho,  having  the  sum  of  J'58  65.  8^/.  due  him  in  this  country,  gen- 
erously presented  ir  to  the  company.  In  June,  1739,  the  number  of  mem- 
bers had  been  increased  to  74. 

•'  On  the  7th  of  April,  1740,  the  books  were  removed  to  'the  upper  room 
3f  the  westernmost  office  of  the  State-house' — the  use  of  which  had  been 
atcly  granted  to  the  company  by  the  assembly. 

<*  In  a  catalogue  printed  in  1741,  in  my  possession,  there  is  a  short  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  institution.  Shares  were  then  granted  at  the 
mce  of  £6  \0s.  In  this  year,  John  Penn,  esq.,  presented  a  microscope 
md  camera  obscura,  still  in  the  company's  possession. 

"  In  1746,  Samuel  Norris  bequeathed  the  company  J?20. 

''  From  1748  to  1752,  many  of  the  minutes  are  missing,  and  I  have 
mly  to  note  the  reception  of  a  telescope  and  a  number  of  valuable  books 
rom  Thomas  Penn,  esq. 

"  In  1752,  '  a  noble  present  of  ancient  medals'  was  received  through 
vir.  Peters  from  Mr.  Gray,  member  of  Parliament  for  Colchester. 

'Hn  1762  Charles  Thomson,  who  afte.-wards  became  Secretary  to 
Congress,  was  elected  a  director,  and  in  April  the  long  expected  patent 
rom  the  Penns  for  a  lot  of  ground  in  Chestnut  street,  near  Ninth,  was  re- 
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ceived.  The  lot  was  enclosed  with  a  post-and-rail  fence,  and  continued  I 
for  many  years  to  yield  a  small  revenne.  On  l)r  Franklin's  return  from  i 
Europe  he  was  unaniinonsly  reelected  a  director  by  the  board,  to  supply  ( 
the  place  of  Samuel  Shoe-Daker,  resigned.  '> 

''  On  the  14th  of  February,  1763,  the  celebrated  John  Dickinson  was  j 
elected  a  director.  In  an  address  to  John  Penn,  November  21,  1763,  oc-  \ 
curs  the  following  paragraph:  '  The  encouragements  the  library  met  with  | 
ni  its  infancy  have  had  good  effects.  Many  other  libraries,  after  our  ex-  j 
ample  and  on  our  plan,  have  been  erected  in  this  and  the  neighboring  prov-  J 
ilices,  whereby  useful  knowledge  has  been  more  generally  diffused'  in  j 
these  reinote  corners  of  the  earth.  \ 

^^  Some  dissatisfaction  is  noted  at  this  period  at  the  new  regulations,  by'  j 
which  members  were  prevented  from  coming  into  the  library  and  taking  1 
down  books;  in  consideration  of  which  it  was  '  Resolved ^  That  the  libra-  \ 
rian  shonki  prepare  a  bond,  which  should  be  tendered  to  every  member  f 
who  should  desire  the  ])rivikge  of  entering  the  library  and  examining  the  \ 
books  tliere,  at  the  hours  of  attendance  on  Saturdays,  by  Avhich  he  should 
bind  himself  to  be  answerable  for  his  proportionable  part  of  the  loss  that 
may  arise  from  any  books  being  lost  or  stole  out  of  the  library.' 

"This  appears  to  have  had  the  desired  effect;  as,  however  anxious 
members  might  have  been  to  consult  the  books,  they  could  not  be  sup- 
posed willing  to  join  in  the  librarian's  responsibility  for  losses. 

"  1767.  Mr.  Hopkinson  visiting  England,  the  directors,  in  order  nut  to 
lose  his  services  on  his  return,  were  allowed  to  appoint  a  proxy.  He 
brought  home  with  him  a  few  rare  books,  purchased  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
with  the  company's  money,  and  a  present  from  Benjamin  West,  '  for- 
merly,'says  the  minute,  '  of  this  city,  but  now  of  London,  historical 
painter:  a  woman's  hand,  taken  from  an  Egyptian  mummy,  in  good  pres- 
ervation.' This  hand,  which  has  sometimes  been  called  Cleopatra's,  is 
still  in  the  building,  and,  notwithstanding  the  length  of  time  which  it 
has  been  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air,  is  in  perfect  preservation. 

''1768.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1768,  a  law  was  enacted  for  ad- 
mitting new  members  for  the  sum  of  j?10. 

''1769.  At  a  meeting  of  tlte  directors,  February  13ih,  1769,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  viz:  George  Roberts,  Jonathan  Shoemaker,  James 
Pearson,  Charles  .Tervis,  David  Ev^ans,  Anthony  Morris,  jr.,  and  Moses 
Bartram,  being  a  committee  of  the  Union  Library  Company  of  Philadel- 
phia, waited  on  the  board,  to  signify  their  approbation  of  the  plan  which 
had  been  some  time  in  agitation,  of  uniting  the  two  institutions.  The 
directors  replied,  '  that  they  thought  such  a  scheme  might  better  answer 
the  intention  of  public  libraries,  than  if  they  were  to  continue  in  separate 
bodies;'  and  on  the  13th  of  March  a  law  was  enacted,  giving  the  directors 
'  full  power  and  authority  to  admit  the  members  of  the  Union  Library 
Company,'  &c. 

"  Of  the  value  of  this  accession  of  books  I  have  no  data  to  form  a 
judgment.  The  Union  Company  owned  the  house  in  Third  street  where 
their  books  had  been  kept,  and  it  was  for  a  considerable  period  a  source  of 
revenue,  until  sold.  Benjamin  Franklin,  at  this  time  in  London,  handed 
the  orders  for  books  to  William  Strahan  for  shipment.  '' 

"The  institution  having  now  acquired  additional  consequence  by  the 
accession  of  new  members,  and  an  increase  of  books,  the  board  petitioned 
the  assembly  of  the  province  for  permission  to  erect  on  some  part  of  the 
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State-house  lot  such  a  building  as  would  prove  an  ornament  to  the  city 
and  continue  to  accommodate  tlieir  rapidly  increasing  library.  This  ap. 
phcation  was  refused.;  and  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  company,  con- 
vened by  advertisement,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1771,  it  was  deerned  in- 
expedient  to  build  elsewliere,  and  the  project  was  for  the  present  suffered 
to  rest  It  was  not  till  the  25th  of  September,  1769,  that  the  room  was 
opened  three  days  m  the  week;  these  days  were  Tuesdays,  Thursdays, 
and  Saturdays,  for  four  iiours  each,  and  two  librarians  were  then  appoint- 
ed, viz:  John  de  Maurengault  and  Ludowick  Sprogell,  at  an  annual  sal- 
ary  of  ^:20cach. 

''  1771.  Another  junction  was  fDrmed  in  1771,  with  the  Association 
Library  Company,  but  there  are  no  data  by  which  to  judge  of  the  extent 
of  this  nistuuti..n.  The  Amicable  Company,  also  admitted  about  this 
time,  is  only  casually  mentioned,  and  the  two  collections  were  probably 
oi  no  great  value.  ' 

"  1773.  Early  in  the  year  1773,  the  second  floor  of  Carpenters'  Hall 
was  rented,  and  the  books  removed  from  the  room  in  the  State-house, 
which  was  now  too  small  for  their  accommodation;  the  library  was  theri 
first  opened  daily,  from  two  o'clock  till  seven,  under  the  charge  of 
Charles  Cist,  at  an  annual  salary  of  £m.  The  books  were  here  first 
placed  behind  the  protection  of  latticed  doors.  The  increase  of  the  cab- 
inet of  coins  seerns  to  have  been  a  favorite  project:  a  great  number  are 
noted  as  having  been  presented  from  time  to  time.  In  October,  1773, 
several  specimens  of  minerals,  and  53  curious  coins,  vvrere  presented  by 
Edward  Pole.  Unfortunately,  the  secretary,  in  reporting  the  gift,  was 
■obliged  to  add  the  following  memorandum:  '  but  the  library  being  entered 
by  some  thief  (as  supposed)  last  night,  he  carried  off  all  the  coins  and 
tokens,  together  with  some  change  which  was  left  in  the  drawer.'  Mr. 
Pole,  however,  received  the  thanks  of  the  directors,  and  the  articles  were 
advertised,  but  never  recovered. 

''  1774.  On  the  31st  of  August,  1774,  it  was,  '  upon  motion,  ordered 
that  the  librarian  furnish  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  meet  in  congress  in 
this  city,  with  such  books  as  they  may  have  occasion  for  during  their 
sitting,  taking  a  receipt  for  them.'  Congress  enjoyed  this  privilege  during 
the  whole  period  of  its  sittings  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  members  expe- 
rienced much  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  a  similar  institution  for  ref- 
erence after  removing  to  Washington,  before  a  good  library  had  been  col- 
ected  in  the  capitol.  The  members  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
likewise  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  books  for  a  long  period,  free  of  charge. 

*^  1 776.  In  May,  1776,  an  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Gazette,  and  other  journals,  requesting  a  general  meeting  of  the  com- 
pany, in  order  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  empowering  the  directors  to 
remove  the  books  and  effects  of  the  company  in  case  any  event  of  the 
ivar  should  make  that  measure  necessary.  Two  attempts  to  get  together 
Biiough  members  to  pass  such  a  law  fliiling,  the  books  remained,  and 
were  unmolested. 

J^  The  British  army^had  possession  of  Philadelphia  from  September  26, 
1777,  to  June  18,  1778,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  company  sus- 
:ained  any  loss  from  those  who  coinp-^sed  it.  The  officers,  without  ex. 
leption,  left  deposites,  and  paid  fiire  for  the  books  borrowed  by  them. 

•'1777.  In  1777  the  library  room  was  occupied  by  the  sick  soldiery, 
ind  Messrs.  Ahson.  Jones,  and  Hughes  were  'appointed  a  committee,  on 
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the  11th  of  March,  to  wait  on  General  Gates,  commanding  officer  hi  this  ij 
city,  in  order  to  procnre,  if  possible,  an  order  for  their  removal.'  During  j^i 
the  whole  progress  of  the  war,  the  importation  of  books  was  of  course  | 
suspended.  The  funds  thus  accuniulated  were  expended,  on  the  con-  ; 
elusion  of  peace,  in  a  large  importation  of  the  standard  works  which  had  i 
appeared  in  the  interval.  By  the  will  of  the  Honorable  William  Logan,  \ 
tlie  institution  received  this  year  a  very  handsome  bequest  of  books  of  i 
ancient  authors,  being  a  more  extensive  and  valuable  gift  than  any  here  i 
to  fore  received.  They  may  all  be 'traced  in  the  catalogue  by  the  L  i 
attached  to  each. 
•^'  17T9.     Jno.  Todd,  librarian,  received  ^100  per  annum  and  a  share,    i 

"  17S1.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1781,  the  directors  agreed  to  receive  30  j 
shillings  state  money  in  lieu  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  by  which  the  aimual  j 
payments  were  the  previous  year  directed  to  be  made.  I 

''  1783.  The  committee  on  importations  remitted  ^'200  sterling  to  i 
London  on  the  10th  of  June,  1783,  nine  years  having  elapsed  since  their 
last  order..  Jos.  Woods  and  William  Dillwyn  were  selected  as  proper 
agents,  from  their  well-known  attaclmient  to  literature,  and  knowledge 
of  books;  they  acted  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  directors,  and  Jos.  Woods's  son  is  now  the  agent.  In  their  letter 
the  commiitee  of  correspondence  state,  'we  shall  confide  entirely  in  your 
judgment  to  procure  us  such  books  of  modern  publication  as  will  be  proper 
for  a  public  library,  and  though  we  would  wish  to  mix  the  utile  with  the 
dulce,  we  should  not  think  it  expedient  to  add  to  our  present  stock  any- 
thing in  the  novel  way.'  This  has  been  the  uniform  plan  pursued,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  best  class  of  novels  and  romances;  the  con- 
sequence has  been  that,  with  the  very  great  increase  of  the  number  of 
volumes,  the  shelves  are  supplied  with  books  of  real  merit  in  most  other 
departments,  and  are  not  lumbered  with  the  temporary  trash  so  greedily 
devoured  by  the  sickly  taste  which  procures  its  mental  supplies  from  cir- 
culating libraries. 

'<  17«3.  November,  1783,  Dr.  Franklin  presented  six  volumes  of  the 
natural  history  of  the  south  of  France." 

The  erection  of  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  library  having 
been  long  a  matter  of  discussion,  ''  at  a  general  meeting,  held  June  1, 
1789,  a  large  number  of  members  appeared,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy, 
and  a  law  was  passed  giving  the  directors  power  to  proceed,  as  soon  as 
one  hundred  new  members  should  be  added  to  the  list,  to  appropriate  the 
money  @n  hand,  reserving  sufficient  for  the  current  expenses,  and  to  sell 
the  ground  rents  and  real  estate  owned  by  the  company.  Bibhop  White 
was  nominated  by  the  directors  chairman  of  this  meeting,  at  which  he 
presided. 

''All  the  shares  requisite,  except  nineteen,  were  soon  subscribed,  many 
of  which  were  to  be  paid  for  in  labor.  Tlie  directors  and  treasurer  and 
secretary  assuming  to  themselves  to  procure  the  remaining  nineteen,  the 
purchase  of  the  lot  and  erection  of  the  building  was  proceeded  in  with  all 
convenient  speed.  The  present  site  was  purchased  of  Mary  Norris  and 
Dr.  Logan.  A  nuniber  of  plans  were  submitted  for  approval,  and  the 
one  prepared  by  Dr.  William  Thornton,  with  some  slight  alterations,  was 
adopted,  tor  which  he  received  a  share.  It  may  be  supposed  that  this 
undertaking  was  not  without  its  difficulties,  and  I  find  that,  owing  to  the 
low  state  of  the  funds,  the  directorsj  treasurer,  and  secretary,  hidividually, 
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advanred  sums  amoinUing  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  of  which 
Josiah  Hewes  advanced  fifty  pounds,  and  the  others  from  ten  to  twei.ty- 
five  poiinds. 

"  1789.  The  first  stone  of  the  edifice  was  laid  on  the  3lst  of  Auguft, 
1789;  the  minutes  state,  'that,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  a  large  stone  was  prepared,  and  laid  at  the  southwest  corner  rf 
the  building,  with  the  following  inscription,  composed  by  the  Doctor, 
except  so  f-dr  as  relates  to  himself,  which  the  committee  have  taken  ti.e 
liberty  of  adding  to  it:  » 

'  Be  it  remembered, 

in  honnr  of  the  Philadelphia  youth, 

(then  chiefly  aitificers,) 

thatin  MDCCXXXI, 

ihey  checrfuily, 

at  the  instance  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 

one  of  their  number,  , ' 

institute  I  the  PliHadelphia  Library, 

wliiih,  though  small  at  first, 

is  become  highly  valuable  and  extensively  uFeful, 

and  which  the  walls  of  thie  edifice 

are  now  destined  to  contain  and  preserve ; 

the  first  stone  of  whose  foundation 

was  here  placed 

the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  1789.' 

"  1790.  By  the  30th  of  December,  1790,  the  books  were  all  removed 
and  ready  for  delivery,  when  it  was  resolved  to  have  the  room  open  daily, 
from  one  o'clock  to  sunset,  and  Zachariah  Poulson  was  continued  librarian, 
at  one  hundred  pounds  salary.  During  the  progress  of  the  building,  more 
than  the  stipulated  one  hundred  names  were  added  to  the  list  of  stock- 
holders— many  apprentices  having  been  allowed  by  their  employers  to 
give  sufficient  labor  to  purchase  the  privilege  of  admission.  Tiieir  name-s 
are  faithfully  recorded;  and  it  may,  in  future,  be  interesting  to  their 
descendants  to  discover  that  they  are  reaping  the  benefits  of  literary  in- 
struction from  the  honest  labor  and  the  sweat  of  the  brows  of  their  pro- 
genitors. 

''Among  the  benefactors  of  the  library  occur  the  names  of  Robert  Bar- 
clay, of  London,  and  of  Abraham  Claypoole,  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
former  repeatedly  sent  presents  of  rare  or  curious  books,  and  till  his  death 
continued  to  correspond  with  his  American  friends,  and  to  mention  the 
institution  with  interest.  The  latter  left  the  company,  by  will,  one  hun- 
dred pounds. 

"  1791.  In  January,  1791,  the  directors  again  tendered  to  the  President 
and  Congress  the  free  use  of  the  books  in  the  library,  in  as  full  and  ample 
manner  as  if  they  were  members  of  the  conipany.  President  Washing- 
ton, tlirough  his  secretary,  Tobias  Lear,  returned  thanks  for  the  attention 
in  a  very  handsome  note. 

"  17S2.  On  the  18th  of  February,  1782,  Doctor  Parke  infonned  the 
board  that  the  heirs  of  James  Logan  had  made  a  proposition  to  transfer  to 
the  Library  Company  of  Piiiladelphia  the  Loganian  Library,  and  also  to 
convey  to  them,  under  certain  conditions,  a  lot  of  ground  in  Philadelphia, 
and  certain  rents  charge,  together  with  the  arrearages  thereof,  now  due 
from  estates  in  Bucks  county.  On  this  subject  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  property,  and  the  terms  intentled  to  be 
annexed  to  the  transfer. 
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"  1792.  An  additional  five-foot  lot  liaving  been  purchased  of  Samuel  h 
M.  V^'ox,  on  Library  street,  a  building  was  erected  fi>r  the  accommodation  li 
of  the  Loganian  books  by  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  for  vvhicn  H 
the  Lnganian  trustees  pay  an  annual  rent. 

•  "On  the  4ih  of  October,  John  Fitch's  niannscripfs,  respecting  the  \ 
steam  engine,  were  deposited  in  ihe  library,  under  seal,  wiili  a  reijnest  i 
that  they  might  be  kept  unopened  till  the  year  1823.  This  Avas  done,  : 
and  as  tliey  have  undergone  an  examination,  I  shall  not  here  attempt  j 
their  analyzation.  ,  ; 

*' 1793.  On  the  30th  of  August,  1793,  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  i 
members,  the  price  of  shares  was  raised  to  forty  dollars;  at  which  sum  i 
they  still  remain. 

"  1799.  In  April,  1799,  Henry  Cox,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  pre-  i 
sented  a  large  numlier  of  manuscript  vdIuuics  relatiirg  to  the  history  of  his  1 
native  country.  They  consist  of  the  original  correspondence  of  James  ; 
the  First  with  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland,  from  I6ti3  to  IGI 5,  inclusive,  j 
and  a  great  variety  of  historical  data,  the  value  of  which  remains  uu-  j 
known.  In  one  of  the  volumes  is  an  original  letter  from  Queen  Eliza-  i 
beth,  dated  in  1568.  Several  valuable  printed  books  are  also  in  this  jol-  j 
lection. 

'4804.  In  this  year  the  institution  was  greatly  enriched  by  John  Bleakly  ' 
and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Preston.  The  former  left,  by  will,  one  thousand  ] 
pounds  to  the  library,  and  the  latter  bequeathed  a  most  valuable  collection  i 
of  rare  and  curious  books,  selected  with  great  taste  and  judgment,  together  i 
with  two  shares  of  United  States  Bank  stock.  Dr.  Preston  was  influenced,  i 
in  selecting  this  library  for  the  reception  of  his  own,  by  our  countryman,  i 
Benjamin  West,  who  painted  the  portrait  of  the  donor,  which  was,  in  the  I 
succeeding  year,  presented  by  Mrs.  West,  as  an  appropriate  ornauient  for  i 
the  library  rooms.  To  appreciate  the  value  of  Preston's  library,  it  must  ; 
be  examined  in  detail.  There  are  in  the  collection  many  rare  books  of  i 
plates,  &c.,  of  the  most  costly  description,  which  the  funds  of  the  institu-  | 
tion  would  forever  have  forbidden  being  purchased. 

''George  Campbell  was  now  elected  librarian — an  office  he  filled  for  j 
twenty  three  years,  during  which  long  period  he  was  never  once  prevent-  j 
ed  by  sickness  from  attending  to  his  daily  duties — a  circumstance  almost  \ 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  a  salary  officer.  Under  his  charge,  the  i 
institution  continued  to  flourish,  and  was  again  enriched,  at  the  period  of  ( 
his  resignation,  by  the  bequest  from  William  Mackenzie  of  500  rare  vol-  i 
umes,  and  the  purchase  from  his  executors  of  the  additional  number  of  \ 
1,466. 

"Since  this  period,  about  5.000  volumes  were  purchased,  on  very  fa-  i 
vorable  tenus,  from  James  Cox,  an  artist,  since  deceased,  consisting  of  f 
many  expensive  volumes  on  the  fine  arts,  and  miscellaneous  books.  They  i| 
supplied  a  prominent  deficiency,  and  many  rarities  are  among  them."         i 

From  the  preface  to  the  last  catalogue  we  take  the  following:  ij 

"  Besides  the  books,  the  personal  property  consists  in  some  available-  !* 
funds  yielding  interest,  the  sale  of  shares,  the  price  of  each  of  which  since  i 
1793  has  been  fixed  at  forty  dollars,  and  the  annual  payments  of  four  ] 
dollars  from  each  member.  The  real  estate  of  the  company  consists  of  ': 
the  lot  and  buildings  where  the  Philadelphia  and  Loganian  libraries  are  !* 
kept.  :i 

"  The  members  dispose  of  their  shares  by  transfer  or  will;  but  the  as-  l| 
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sent  of  the  directors,  as  well  in  such  cases  as  in  case  of  an  original  pur- 
chase, is  previously  necessary — a  restriction  early  adopted,  in  order  as 
much  as  possible  to  prevent  improper  persons  from  having  access  to  a  col- 
lection of  a  nature  peculiarly  liable  to  injury." 

Tlie  preface  to  the  catalogue  of  the  Loganian  Library  contains  the 
following  account  of  that  establishment: 

"Tins  Collection  of  rare  and  valuable  books,  principally  in  the  learned 
and  existing  languages  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  owes  its  origin  to  the 
Honorable  James  TiOgan,  the  confidential  friend  and  counsellor  of  William 
Penn,  and  for  some  time  president  of  the  council  of  the  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Its  fonndatiou  consists  of  a  portion  of  his  own  private  library, 
which,  having  collected  at  considerable  expense,  he  was  anxious  should 
descend  to  posterity,  and  continue  usefully  to  extend  to  others  the  means 
of  prosecuting  those  pursuits  he  had  himself  so  successfully  cultivated. 
With  tliis  view,  he  erected  a  suitable  building  in  .Sixth  street,  near  Wal- 
nut, for  the  reception  of  a  library,  and,  by  deed,  vested  it  (with  the  books 
and  certain  rents,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  their  number,  and  paying 
a  librarian)  in  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  piiblic,  forever. 

"This  deed  he  afterwards  cancelled,  and  prepared,  but  did  not  live  to 
execute,  another,  in  which  some  alteration  was  made  in  the  funds  and 
regulations.  After  his  death,  his  children  and  residuary  legatees,  with 
commendable  liberality,  carried  into  effect,  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Logan, 
and  conveyed  the  building,  books,  and  rents  charge  to  trustees,  who 
caused  the  library,  consisting  of  more  than  two  thousand  volumes,  to  be 
arranged,  and  a  catalogue  to  be  printed. 

"About  one  thousand  three  hundred  volumes,  collected  by  Doctor  Wil- 
Ham  Logan,  of  Bristol,  England,  a  youngef  brother  of  James  Logan,  and 
by  William  Logan,  of  Philadelphia,  son  of  the  founder,  were  afterwards 
bequeathed  to  the  institution  by  the  latter  gentleman,  who  acted  for  some 
time  as  librarian.  After  his  death,  in  1776,  the  library  remained  unopened 
during  several  years. 

"To  insure  its  perpetuity,  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1792,  at 
the  request  of  James  Logan,  the  only  surviving  trustee,  passed  an  act 
annexing  the  Loganian  library  to  that  belonging  to  the  Library  Company 
of  Philadelphia,  under  certain  restrictions.  This  act  constitutes  the  di- 
rectors of  that  prosperous  company  for  the  time  being  trustees,  together 
with  the  eldest  male  descendant  of  the  founder,  and  two  other  gentlemen 
to  be  by  him  appointed. 

"Since  the  two  libraries  were  thus  connected,  the  books  of  the  Loga- 
nian institution  have  been  kept  in  a  room  appropriated  to  the  purpose, 
owned  by  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  they  were  first 
opened  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  in  1794,  in  accordance  with  the  ori- 
ginal intentions  of  James  Logan  and  the  act  of  assembly. 

"Very  considerable  additions  have  continued  to  be  made  to  the  collec- 
tion by  means  of  the  funds  arising  out  of  the  sale  of  the  lot  and  building 
in  Sixth  street,  and  from  the  rents  of  the  lands  in  Bucks  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, setded  originally  on  the  institution  by  the  Logans,  and  by  dona- 
tions— particularly  of  that  from  the  late  William  Mackenzie,  esq.,  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  who  bequeathed  by  his  last  will,  in  1828,  'all  his  books 
printed  before  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  eight  hundred 
volumes  more,  to  be  chosen  by  the  trustees,  from  his  French  books  and 
,Latin  books  printed  since  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.'    This 
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valuable  bequest  consists  of  1,519  volumes  of  great  rarity  and  value;  am 
subsequently  3,506  volumes  were  purchased  from  his  executors.*  The- 
had  been  accumulated  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  during  a  life  extended  beyonJi 
seventy  years,  which  had  been  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  literary  pur 
suits.'  During  this  period,  one  of  his  few  intimate  friends  says  '  he  be 
lieves  he  never  had  an  enemy:  at  least,  from  the  purity  of  his  principlet 
and  the  correctness  of  his  conduct,  I  am  sure  he  never  deserved  one.'  " 

The  Piiiladelphia  Library  contained  in  February,  1785,  2,764  works 
in  5,487  volumes;  in  July,  1807,  8,074  works,  m  14,457  volumes;  ii 
August,  1835,  18,762  works,  in  35,221  volumes,  i 

Tlie  Loganian  Library  contained,  when  it  was  annexed  to  tlie  Lihrarj 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  in  August,  1792,  3,064  works,  in  3,953  vol| 
urnes;  in  August,  1835,  6,922  works,  in  8,663  volumes.  I 

The  Philadelphia  and  Loganian  Libraries  contained  in  August,  1835( 
25,684  works,  in  43,884  volumes;  in  August,  1849,  60,000  volumes. 

From  .s3,000  to  <P;4,000  per  year  are  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books 

The  income  of  the  institution  is — 
From  annual  payments  of  members         -  -  -■  .     |-3,80f 

From  other  sources,  real  estate,  &c.        -  -  .  .       2  50( 


Total 


6,30( 


= 


The  books  are  arranged  as  they  are  received,  according  to  size.  The 
first  catalogue  was  gratuitously  printed  by  Benjan^in  Franklin  in  1732 
the  second  by  Franklin  in  1741,  (56  pp.  12mo;)  the  third  by  Franklin 
and  Hall  in  1757,(132  pp.  Svo.;)  others  in  1764,  (150  pp.  8vo.;)  in  1770, 
(8vo.;)  in  1789,  (406  pp.  8vo*.,)  with  supplements,  1793,  (38  pp.;)  1794! 
(34  pp.;)  1796,  (38  pp.;)  1798,  (48  pp.;)  1799,  (32  pp.;)  and  I80l'. 
(23  pp.;)  in  1807,  (616  pp.  Svo.)  The  last  printed  catalogue  v/as  pub' 
blished  in  1835,  in  two  volumes  Svo.,  making  1,050  pages.  This  cata  j_ 
logue  is  classed  on  the  system  of  Brunet,  somewhat  altered.  The  inde^ 
is  alphabetical.  Under  each  sub-class,  the  titles  are  arranged  alphabeti- 
cally under  the  names  of  authors.  Anonymous  works  are  recorded  after 
the  others.  In  the  supplements  the  division  of  belles  lettres  is  included! 
under  that  of  science  and  arts.  A  supplem.ent  was  published  hi  1844, 
and  a  second  supplement  in  1849.  A  catalogue  of  the  Loganian  Library! 
was  published  in  1837,  (450  pp.  Svo.)  The  first  catalogue  of  this  collec- 
tion was  printed  in  1760,  (116  pp.  Svo.)  The  library  is  open  every  week- 
day from  10  a.  m.  till  sunset. 

Persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  are,  stockholders  who  pay  $4 
yearly;  others  on  deposite  and  hire.  The  books  are  lent  out  in  great 
numbers,  but  how  many  per  annum  is  not  ascertained.  The  number 
of  i5ersons  who  consult  library  without  taking  away  books  is  vciy 
considerable— the  exact  number  cannot  be  stated.  A  deposite  of  double 
the  value  of  the  books  taken,  will  obtain  most  of  the  books  of  the  institu- 
tion, if  applied  for  by  proper  persons.     John  Jav  Smith,  librarian. 

Library  of  the  American  Philosophical  Sociely— 20, (){)0  vo/s.—The 
American  Philosophical  Society,  the  oldest  of  the  scientific  associations  lb 

"  "T lie  wh.ile  nunilier  of  volumes  received  by  the  Loganian  Library  from  Mr  Mackenz-e's! 
hbrary  was  5,085,  and  by  the  Philadelphia  Library  l,96G-bsing  a  total  of  7,051  volumes.  Tho! 
books  of  Mr.  Logan's  original  collection,  and  those  bequeathed  by  William  Loean,  are  desig-' 
nated  in  the  catalogue  by  an  L.;  those  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  by  an  M." 
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he  United  States,  was  formerl  in  1742,  The  American  Society  for  Pro- 
moting and  Propagating  Useful  Knowledge  in  Philadelphia  was  estab- 
lished in  1766.  These  two  societies  were  united  in  1769,  and  incorporated 
iMarch  15,  17S0,  as  tlie  ''^American  Philosophical  Society  held  at  Phila- 
•3elphia  for  Promoting  Useful  Knowledge."  The  library  contains  about 
f20,0(>0  volumes.  Tlie  society  has  also  an  "  extensive  collection  of  niai>- 
jtiscri|)ts,  maps,  charts,  and  engravings,  and,  in  its  cabinet,  medals,  coins, 
ifcc."  T'he  precise  number  "cannot  readily  be  given."  The  annual 
iincrease  is  about  200  volumes.  Few  books  are  purchased  except  scieti- 
tific  periodicals,  &c. ,  by  subscription.  The  chief  accessions  to  the  library 
iare  by  donations  from  learned  societies  and  individuals  abroad  and  in  this 
icoun'try.  The  library  is  in  the  hall  of  the  society,  a  brick  buildirg  .^0  by 
170  feet,  erected  in  1786,  on  a  part  of  the  "  State  House  Square,"  in  the 
Icity  of  Philadelphia,  granted  to  the  society  for  that  purpose  by  the 
State  legislature,  in  1784.  The  books  are  arranged  on  the  shelves  in 
inumerical  order,  each  volunie  having  its  number  attached.  Folios, 
cjuarlos,  and  octavos  have  their  respective  systems  of  numbers.  \o  cata- 
jlogue  has  been  printed  since  one  in  1824.  It  is  an  Svo.  of  290  pages. 
'The  library  has  since  that  time  greatly  increased.  A  new  catalogue  is 
in  preparation.  The  laws  of  the  society  require  the  library  to  be  opened 
ievery  Friday  evening  from  7  to  9  o'clock,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the 
llibrarian  may  think  proper.  All  members  of  the  society  are  entitled  to 
Ihe  use  of  the  library;  and  facilities  are  afforded,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
'librarian,  to  well  known  visiters  of  respectable  character.  Books  are  lent 
out  to  members.  A  considerable  number  of  persons  consult  the  library  at 
'the  room.     Charles  B.  Trego,  secretary  and  librarian. 

Mercantile  Libranj -12 ,232  vols. The  "Mercantile  Library  Company 

of  Philadelphia  was  founded  in  1823.  The  library  contained,  January, 
1849,  12,232  volumes,  "principally  of  works  of  permanent  value." 
"  The  directors  have  been  careful  to  exclude  from  the  shelves  books  of  a 
'frivolous  character,  or  of  demoralizing  tendencies."  The  annual  increase 
is  about  600  volumes. 

The  building  of  the  company  is  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Delaware, 
'Fifth,  and  Library  streets.  It  was  erected  in  1845,  at  a  cost,  including 
furniture,  &c.,  of  S23, 199  42.  The  interior  of  the  building  is  divided 
into  nineteen  apartments.  The  entire  second  story  is  occupied  as  the 
library  and  reading-room,  and  the  intermediate  story  of  the  east  wmg  is 
used  by  the  directors:  all  the  other  rooms  are  rented.  The  present  libra- 
rian is  James  Cox. 

The  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences— 12,000  vols.— The  American  Acad- 

I  amy  of  Natural  Sciences   originated  on  the  25th  of  January,  1812.     It 

!  was  incorporated  in  1817.     The  library  contains  about  12,000  volumes. 

;  It  had  435  separate  maps  and  charts  in  1836,  when  the  catalogue  of  the 

i  library  was  printed;  since  which  date  the  additions  have  been  lew.     For 

the  last  three  years   the  annual  increase   has    been  about  7ti0  volumes. 

This  is  exclusive  of  periodicals,  serials,  and  pamphlets.     There  is  no 

permanent  library  fund.     The    increase  is  mostly    from  donations,  de- 

posites,  and  occasional  purchases.     The  library  occupies  an  apariment  on 

the  ground  floor  of  the  hall  of  the  society.     It  is  about  45  feet  hf  2>,  and 

14  feet  high,  with  a  gallery  on  all  its  sides.     The  books  are  arranged 

according  to  subjects.     A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1836,  containing  300 

pages  Svo.     At  that  time  the  library  contained  6,890  volumes.     An  ap- 
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pendix  will  soon  be  prepared.  The  library  is  open  daily.  Sundays  e^J 
cepted,  from  11  a.  m.  till  sunset.  The  members  alone  are  entitled  to  th;J 
u^-e  of  the  books.  The  friends  of  members,  however,  are  by  conrtey | 
allowed  access  to  the  library.  William  S.  Zantzin^er,  M.  D.,  lil.rarian'l 
The  cabmet  is  the  best  in  the  United  States.  The  collection  of  bird.i 
>s  said  to  he  the  largest  in  the  world,  containing  about  25,000  specimens:! 
many  mounted  in  skins.  The  collection  of  eggs  and  nests  of  birds  i;j 
also  the  most  extensive  ever  made.  The  collections  of  mammalia,  fishes^ 
reptiles,  Crustacea,  insects,  and  plants,  are  superior  to  any  others  in  thjilj 
country.  ' 

Tfie  library  is  rich  and  valuable  in  all  departments  of  natural  history  J 
In  ornithology  it  is  quite  complete.  ' 

For  these  magnificent  collections  the  academy  is  mainly  indebted  U^ 
the  munificence  of  three  gentlemen— William  Maclure,  esq.,  Dr  R  Egl 
glesfield  Griffiths,  and  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Wilson.  Mr.  Maclure  presenteo.j 
5,-^3  volumes.  Among  them  is  a  curious  and  important  collection  ol 5 
pamphlets  and  books  published  in  France  during  the  first  Revolution.  Thf^ 
donations  of  Dr.  Wilson,  if  less  in  number,  are  not  inferior  in  value  to 
those  of  Mr.  Maclure.  His  valuable  gifts  are  still  continued.  They  are 
presented  with  the  wise  condition  that  they  shall  never  be  taken  from  tbe^ 
buildmg.  3 

The  new  building  was  commenced  in  1839,  on  a  vacant  lot,  corner  oi| 
-iiroad  and  George  streets.  The  edifice  is  entirely  fire-proof.  It  is  weWi 
adapted  to  its  purposes;  but,  although  ten  years  ago  it  was  considered'^ 
large  enough  to  accommodate  the  collections  for  half  a  century,  it  is  now  < 

crowded  to  excess.  I 

The  Apprentices'  Librarj/- 11,700  vols.-The  Apprentices'  Library  Com- 1 
pany  was  incorporated  April  2,  1821.  In  1841  a  separate  department  wasi 
established  for  girls.  The  boys'  library  contains  about  9,000  volumes;,? 
the  girls  library  about  2,700.  For  the  last  three  years  the  average  an-  i 
mial  increase  of  both  hbraries  has  been  900  volumes;  the  expenditure,! 
about  400  dollars  per  annum.  The  annual  income  of  the  institution  is-  i 
from  members,  ^50;  from  investments,  .«;450.  There  is  a  catalogue  for  1 
each  library.  For  the  boys'  library  the  last  catalogue  (143  pases  12mo.>  ? 
was  printed  in  1847;  for  the  girls'  library  in  1849,  (52  pages  r2mo.) 

Ihe  library  is  opened,  for  boys,  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  a 
Saturday  evenings,  about  21  hours  each;  for  girls,  on  Thursday  after^i 
noon  from  3  to  7,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  from  3  to  6.  '\ 

Apprentices  and  others  under  21  years  of  age  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  I 
books  gratis.     About  24,000  books  are  annually  lent  to  boys,  and  7,000  I 
to  girls      The  library  is  used  regularly  by  about  800  boys  and  250  girls      \ 
Members  pay  $2  per  annum,  or  $25  for  life.     The  library  is  situated  at  i 
the^southvvestcorner  of  Fifth  and  Arch  streets.  '  ^ 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  managers,  presented  March,  1848,  we 
gather  the  following  additional  statements: 

''Mr  Thomas  W.  Goldtrap  has  bequeathed  to  the  company  one  thou- '. 
sand  dollars  for  the  increase  of  the  library.  , 

"It  is  not  the  object  of  this  company  to  swell  thenumber  of  volumes  in  \ 
Its  libraries,  for  efl^^ect  either  at  home  or  abroad.  The  sale,  a  year  or  two  J 
since,  of  about  2,i|00  volumes,  will  probably  be  fallowed  by  another  when  fi 
the  present  catalogue  is  disposed  of.  It  is  desirable  that  the  libraries  \ 
De  kept  fresh  and  attractive.  Books  as  they  are  now  prepared  have  a  1 
Charm  for  youth,  which  the  more  ancient  tomes  do  not  possess;  but  it  has  ) 

i 
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een  the  care  of  your  board  to  reject  that  .spurious  literature  with  which 
le  market  has  been  inundated  by  persons  whose  object  appears  to  have 
ecu  to  make  a  book,  regardless  of  historical  accuracy.  No  worit  of  a 
nown  immoral  tendency  is  ever  admitted." 

About  (300  copies  of  a  work  pubUshed  by  the  company,  were,  in  1S17, 
istributed  among  the  apprentices  using  the  library. 

77ie  AthencRum  Library — 10,009  Ws. — We  are  indebted  to  an  address, 
elivered  at  the  opening  of  the  new  hall  of  the  Athenasum,  October  IS, 
847,  by  Thomas  .T.  Wharton,  esq.,  for  the  following  facts  respecting  this 
istitntion:  It  was  founded  in  1813  by  a  (qw  young  men,  <'who,  feeling 
le  want  of  a  convenient  place  of  common  resort  in  which  their  leisure 
ours  could  be  passed  witliout  danger  to  morals  or  tastes,  came  together 
nd  arranged  apian  for  the  estabhshment  of  r(;ading  rooms."  On  the 
th  of  February,  1814,  when  the  articles  of  association  were  adopted,  the 
umber  of  subscribers  amounted  to  200;  and  on  the  Uh  of  March  following 
le  institution  was  first  opened  to  the  public,  in  the  room  over  the  book- 
tore  of  Mr.  Matthew  Carey,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Chestnut  and 
'ourth  streets.  Chief  Justice  Tilghman  and  Mr.  Du  Ponceau  each  be- 
ueathed  to  theAthenasum  $200. 

Dr.  William  Lehman,  who  died  in  1829,  bequeathed  to  the  Athenasurn 
he  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building.  This  legacy, 
[y  the  prudent  management  of  the  treasurers,  amounted,  on  the  ist  of 
lanuary,  1847,  to  .^$24,845  45.  It  is  now  invested  in  the  beautiful  build- 
ing occupied  by  the  Athetiaeum,  tiie  Historical  Society,  and  the  controilers 
'f  the  public  schools.  The  society  derives  a  permanent  income  of  .-1^2,000 
rom  the  rent  of  the  rooms.  The  entire  cost,  including  fitting  up,  ifcc, 
n\i  be  less  than  |550,000,  leaving  a  debt,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage,  of 
sss  than  $14,000. 

!  "The  whole  structure  is  .50  feet  front  on  Sixth  street,  125  feet  on  Adelphi 
treet,  and  58  feet  high.  It  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  Italian  style  of 
irchitecture,  treated  with  spirit  and  taste.  The  first  story  is  divided  inta 
offices,  and  a  large  room  of  37  by  60  feet,  14  feet  liigh,  for  the  comptrollers 
•f  the  public  schools.  The  second  story  is  arranged  for  the  uses  of  the 
Vtheuceum,  and  is  divided  into  a  news-room,  library,  and  chess  room. 
Phe  news-room  is  on  the  Sixth  street  front,  and  is  37  by  47  feet,  and  24  feet 
ligh;  it  will  be  finiv^hed  in   pilasters,  with  an  enriched  cornice  and  cone 

0  the  ceiling.  The  library  is  37  feet  wide,  65  feet  long,  and  24  feet  high, 
ind  will  be  finished  with  a  columnar  ordinance  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
tdvanced  from  the  sides  of  the  room,  forming  a  centre  cell  or  nave  and 
lisles;  the  latter  will  be  filled  up  with  bookcases,  set  laterally  from  the 
)illars  to  the  wall,  and  is  designed  at  some  future  time  to  be  finished  with 

1  gallery,  as  the  library  extends;  the  cornice  will  be  enriched  with  mo- 
lillions  and  ornament,  the  ceiling  being  in  panel.  The  chess  room  is  18 
eet  square,  and  is  an  ante  room  between  the  two  large  rooms;  a  room  of 
he  same  size  over  this  is  intended  for  the  directors'  room.  The  third 
■tory  is  divided  into  8  rooms  (three  of  large  size;)  one  of  them,  to  beoccu- 
)ied  by  the  Historical  Society,  is  26  feet  by  37  feet,  and  14  feet  higii." 

"A  feature  (says  Mr.  Wharton)  of  this  institution,  to  which  I  would  ad- 
vert with  complacency,  but  certainly  without  boasting,  is  the  free  udmis- 
■ion  which  it  has  always  afforded  to  strangers;  meaning  by  this  term,  per- 
ions  not  permanently  residing  in  the  city,  or  within  ten  miles  of  it,  intro- 
iuced  by  members.  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark  and  remembrance,  that, 
iccording  to  a  register  kept  by  our  wjrthy  and  attentive  librarian,  more 
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than  30,000  strangers  have  visited  the  rooms  and  availed  themselves  o  1 
the  fanhties  and  conveniences  which  they  afford.  During  certain  yearid 
tiie  number  has  exceeded  1,000  annnally,  inckiding  representatives  o'^ 
every  oivih'zed  conntry  and  conmmnity  } 

<'U  hatcver  may  be  the  deficiencies' of  onr  catalogue,  in  respect  to  th('S 
standard  worics  of  English  hteratnre,  I  beheve  it  will  not  be  easy  to  find  ^ 
in  this  country,  a  more  complete  or  various  collection  of  periodical  litera  I 
ture,  fmm  the  daily  jonrnal,  through  the  various  monthlies  and  quarterlieij 
to  the  anmial  registers.  Onr  librarv  consists  now,  (October,  1847)  I  anj 
informed,  of  nearly  10,000  volumes.  We  receive  24  fbreign  journals,  sci  .; 
entific  and  hterary;  and  25  American.  We  take  5  foreign  newspapers  i 
and  62  American;  one  at  least,  I  believe,  from  every  State. 

''Among  the  curiosities  of  literature  in  our  rooms  is  a  large  collection  oij 
pamphlets,  bonnd  into  148  volumes,  which  belonged  to  Dr.   Franklin, 
some  of  them  containing  his  manuscript  notes  and  marginal  remarks;  and 
a  regular  series  of  the  Journal  de  Paris,  bound  in  volumes,  and  continued! 
duruig  the  whole  eventful  period  of  the  French  revolution."  i 

T/,e  Library  of  the  Pcmmjlvania Hospital— ]{},{)00  vols.— The  hospital! 
was  established  m  1750.  The  first  medical  book  possessed  by  this  iii^ti-i 
tunon  appears  to  have  been  a  present,  in  1762,  from  Dr.  John  Fothergill  I 
It  was  Lewis's  History  of  the  Materia  Medica.  The  next  year  it  wasf 
deternnned  to  demand  a  fee  from  students  attending  the  wards  at  the  I 
time  of  the  physicians,  visiting  the  patients,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  i 
arising  from  thence  to  the  founding  of  a  medical  library. 

Prior  to  the  Revolution  about  100  volumes  had  been  presented,  and  two  j 
orders  for  books  had  been  sent  to  London.  Only  11  volumes  were  added  I 
«o  the  hbiaiy  from  1774  to  1787.  One  of  these  was  a  pamphlet;  another, ! 
'•'Oullen  s  b  irst  Lines  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  2  vols.  8vo."  "cost  the  I 
apparently  enormous  sum  of  Jfl.35  5s.  This,  however,  when  subiected  i 
to  the  tahsmanic  operation  of  Richard  Wells's  scale  of  depreciation  i 
shrinks  to  the  comparative  trifle  of  J'l  15s.  specie!"  ' 

In  the  years  1787-'9  the  amount  paid  for  books  was  „^266  5^.  lld.i 
The  total  expenditure  for  books  previous  to  1790,  was  equal  to  i|8S6  48  I 
The  first  catalogue,  published  in  the  year  1790.  contains  of  folios  21,  i 
quartos  /7,  octavos  341,  duodecimos  89;  total,  528  volum.es. 

The  increasing  number  of  students  from  this  time  has  aflbrded  a  fund  I 
for  the  steady  increase  of  the  library.  For  several  years  the  books  were  I 
selected  and  purchased  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Lettsom,  who  enriched  the  | 
collection  with  many  valuable  donations.  I 

In  the  year  1800  Sarah  Lane  presented  142  volumes  of  medical  books, 
some  of  them  very  rare  and  valuable.     A  supplementary  catalogue  was  '! 
printed  in  1^93,  and  a  new  catalogue  in  1806,  containing  127  pages  8vo.  i 
On  the  decease  of  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Barton,  his  extensive  and  rare  col-  \ 

l^^^ll"  ^^  ^^'■'^^  °"  natural   history  was   purchased  of  his  widow  for  'i 
$2,2/0.  j 

A  supplement  to  the  second  catalogue  was  printed  in  1818.  ' 

Another,  and  the  last  catalogue  of  the  library,  was  printed  in  1829,  ■ 
containing  324  pages  8vo.  At  this  time  the  library  contained  5,828  ! 
volumes.  A  supplement,  paged  continuously  with  the  catalogue,  from  ] 
page  32o  to  page  426,  was  printed  in  1837,  at  which  time  the  library  con-  i 
tained  ^,300  volumes.  ■! 

1   Ino   '^^^^^''?"^  i^  thus  divived:  Alphabetical  catalogue  of  authors,  pages    ' 
1-^02;  alphabetical  catalogue  of  editors  and  translators,  203-211;  inaugu-    i 
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,al  theses,  in  two  parts — 1st,  an  index  to  the  universities,  and  nanaes  of 
raduates;  2d,  a  general  catalogue  in  the  order  of  subjects,  213-241  — 
eriodical  literature,  memoirs  of  societies,  under  the  names  of  places 
fhere  printed,  243-257;  anonymous  pubHcations,  arranged  under  ckis?es, 
59-20S;  index  to  subjects  —part  I,  medical,  surgical,  and  chemical,  (alpha- 
etically  arranged)  209-3US;  part  2,  natural  history  and  miscellaneous, 
sc,  309-322. 

The  library  at  present  contains  about  It) ,000  volumes,  and  occupies  a 
U'ge  and  elegant  room  in  the  hospital.  The  books  are  mostly  medical, 
nd  pertaining  to  kindred  sciences.  In  these  departments  it  is  probably 
le  most  exiensive  and  valuable  collection  in  this  country. 

Library  of  llie  Law  Association  of  Philadelpkia — 5,101)  vols. — "In  the 
ear  1802  a  iew  gentlemen  of  the  bar  associated  themselves  for  the  pur- 
ose  of  forming  a  law  library,  for  the  use  of  the  profession  in  this  city; 
nd,  partially  by  donations  which  they  made,  and  partially  by  payments 
om  members  of  the  company,  succeeded,  by  degrees,  in  forming  a  col- 
;ction,  which,  with  the  small  number  of  books  formerly  known,  was  all 
lat  was  needed.  With  the  increasing  nimiber  of  reports  in  modern 
mcs,  the  library,  as  originally  organized,  fell  very  far  behind  the  profes- 
onal  requirements  of  the  day;  and  in  September,  1841,  an  effort  was 
ladc  by  a  munber  of  gentlemen  to  enlarge  the  collection,  and  to  place  it, 
enerally,  upon  such  a  basis  as  should  make  it  more  worthy  of  the  bar  to 
•hich  it  belonged.  Between  the  I5th  of  October,  1841,  and  the  1st 
larch,  1850,  there  has  been  laid  out  by  the  association,  in  the  purchase 
f  new  books,  the  sum  of  $9,583  72,  exclusive  of  .15865  87,  in  which 
ist  sum  is  embraced  the  cost  of  binding  such  of  them  as  were  bought  in 
leets."  • 

"The  collection,  we  are  happy  to  believe,  is  now  complete  in  ali  those 
epartments  usually  required  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  There  exists  in  it  a 
;ries  of  all  the  b^nglish,  Irish,  and  American  reports — a  department  in 
•hich  we  believe  that  no  other  library,  either  in  Great  Britain  or  the 
'nited  States,  is  equally  perfect.  The  department  of  text  books  is  also 
iasonably  good;  and,  in  addition  to  complete  collections  of  the  British 
atutes  at  large,  and  of  the  acts  both  of  our  State  and  federal  legisla- 
ires,  in  their  authoritative,  unabridged  condition,  there  will  be  found 
pon  the  shelves  of  this  library  such  digests  and  works  of  general  juris- 
mdencG  as  have  obtained,  with  the  profession,  any  title  to  authority.  As 
means  of  professional  culture,  and  of  extending  among  the  baraknowl- 
ige  of  the  judicial  decisions  of  England  and  of  the  United  States,  the 
)llcction  affords  all  that  as  yet  is  practicable,  and  much  of  all  that  can  at 
ly  time  be  desired. 

"  In  the  course  of  nearly  fifty  years  which  has  passed  since  this  library 
'as  founded,  neither  the  State,  the  county,  nor  the  city,  have  contributed 
dollar  to  its  increase;  and  while,  even  in  its  present  condition,  the  pay- 
lent  of  a  sum  merely  nominal  makes  the  least  opulent  practitioner  among 
s  the  possessor  of  a  library  larger  than  any  which  the  most  wealthy 
ivns,  it  is  yet  certain,  that  as  a  public  library,  answering  all  the  deniands 
'a  numerous  and  intellectual  prolession,  stnnulated  by  the  keen  spirit  of 
nbition  and  reward,  ami  pushing  its  investigations  through  every 
ivenue  of  knowledge,  the  collection  is  yet  far  in  arrear  of  what  it  might 
There  arc  some  departments  in  which  it  is  entirely  wanting,  and 
ihers  where  it  is  very  imperfect.     The  civil  law  has  no  place  in  it  at  all. 
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and  the  canon  and  ecclesiastical  law  have  much  too  small  an  one.  There 
is  also  a  large  class  of  books  wiiich  do  not  come  exactly  within  the  title 
of  law  books,  that  yet  belong  to  the  law,  considered  as  a  pliilosophic 
science,  or  as  a  system  of  lofty  morals.  They  are  sometimes  cited  in 
courts,  and  would  form,  at  any  rate,  a  graceful  addition  to  a  library  which 
represents  in  its  corporate  dignity  an  inTellectual  and  elevated  profession." 
[See  circular  letter  of  a  committee  ot  the  Law  Association.] 

About  2,1)00  dollars  a  year  are  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books. 
There  is  no  vested  fund.  The  income  is  derived  from  assessments  of 
members  and  occasional  contributions. 

The  library  occupies  a  room  nO  feet  square,  in  the  county  court-house. 
The  last  catalogue,  containing  64  pages  8vo.,  was  printed  in  1849. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  rules  of  the  library: 

<<  The  library  is  open  from  10  o'clock  a.  m.  till  3  p.  m.,  and  from  4^ 
till  sunset,  daily  throughout  the  year,  excepting  during  the  months  of 
July  and  August,  on  Christmas  and  JNew  Year's  day,  the  22d  of  Pebrii-' 
ary,  and  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays;  at  which  times  it  is 
closed.  '■' 

''  The  following  persons  are  allowed  to  use  the  library: 

''  1,  members  of  the  association  and  subscribers  to  the  lihrary;  2,  judges 
of  the  court  sitting  within  the  city;  3,  members  of  the  bar  from  the  coun- 
try, attending  the  sessions  in  this  city  of  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, or  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales. 

"  Persons  desirous  of  using  this  library  can  have  the  use  of  it  for  life, 
free  of  any  annual  charge,  by  paying  the  sum  of  .*^]00.  Or  they  may  bei* 
come  members  of  the  association  by  paying  §30  in  the  first  instance,  and 
afterwards  an  assessment  of  .-SlO  a  year.  :■ 

''Gentlemen  of  the  bar  who  are  not  members  of  the  association,  n^r 
subscribers  for  life  to   its  library,  may  become  subscribers  to  it  annually  I 
by  paying,  during  the  first  two  years  after  their  admission  to  the  bar,  ^6  j 
a  year;  during  the  ensuing  two  years,  §"8  a  year;  and  afterwards,  Spl'^  a  j 
year. 

*'  No  book  can  be  taken  from  the  library-room  by  any  person  whomso-  j 
ever,  except  for  the  purpose  ol  being  used  in  the  court  rooms.  The  pres-  i 
ent  librarian  is  John  William  Wallace,  esq."  *l 

T/ie  Library  of  the  Fianld'm  Instiiute,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  i 
for  the  promotion  of  the  mechanic  arts,  was  founded  about  the  year  ls30,  I 
and  contains  4,300  volumes,  not  including  j)amphlets.  The  apartment  ' 
occupied  as  the  libraiy  and  reading-room  of  the  society  is  45  feet  by  44.  ■ 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1S4T,  containing  117  pp.  8vo.  The  library  : 
is  open  every  day,  except  Sunday,  from  9  o'clock  a.  m.  till  10  p.  m.  It  | 
is  intended  primarily  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  institute.  The  i 
books  are  lent  out.  Not  less  than  1,000  annually  consult  the  libiary  | 
without  taking  away  books.  The  library  is  but  an  auxiliary  means  (vf  I 
producing  the  effects  desired  by  the  institute — the  improvement  of  its  j 
members  — and  is  not  made  or  considered  a  separate  branch  or  department;- |i 
It  is  intended,  like  the  collections  of  models,  machines,  t^c. ,  to  be  open  ' 
for  constant  reference  to  ilie  members  and  their  friends.  V/illiam  Hamil-  |l 
ton,  actuary  and  ex  nlficio  libtarian. 

Librni-y  of  the  Gervian  Society — 7,341  vols. — This  library  contains  |i 
both   German    and  English   books.     A  catalogue  (218  pp.  12nio.)  was  \ 
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printed  in  1839.     [Ludewig.]     It  is  now  said  to  contain  nearly  18.000 
vohirnes,  (Januarj'",  1851.) 

The  Library  of  the  four  monthly  meetings  of  Friends,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  founded  in  1741,  by  a  bequest  of  Thomas  Checkley.  A  catalogue 
(150  pp.  Svo.)  was  printed  in  1831.     [Lifdewig.]  . 

College  of  St.  Thomas  of  Villanova,  near  Philadelphia. — This  is  a  new- 
institution,  chartered  in  1847.  It  has  no  regularly  organized  library,  but 
possesses  about  2,000  books  of  all  kinds.  J.  P.  O.  liUzeu,  O.  S.  A., 
president. 

Library  of  the.  University  of  Pennsylvania — 5,000  vols. — The  Univer- 
sity was  founded  in  1750.  The  library  at  present  contains  about  5,000 
volunies.  A  catalogue  (103  pp.  Svo.)  was  prepared  and  printed  in  1829, 
by  Jndafi  Dobson.     The  following  facts  are  stated  in  the  prefice: 

"This  library  was  begun  by  private  donations  of  the  friends  of  the 
institution;  among  whom  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  the  first  provost  of 
the  college  and  academy,  and  Dr.  McDowell,  one  of  his  successors,  de- 
serve to  be  particularly  noticed.  During  the  revolutionary  war  our  little 
collection  was  enriched  by  a  donation  in  books  from  his  Majesty  Louis 
the  Sixteenth.  Ttiose  books,  printed  at  the  royal  printing  office,  consist 
chiefly  of  mathematical  works;  of  works  on  natural  history,  among  which 
'is  a  collection  of  M.  Baffon's;  and  some  of  the  Byzantine  historians. 
They  have  been  all  carefully  preserved,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  long  remain 
a  memorial  of  the  liberality  of  that  great  and  unfortunate  monarch." 

The  Plrilomathean  Society  of  undergraduates,  founded  in  1819,  pos- 
sesses a  library  of  about  3,000  volumes.  The  Zelosophic  Society,  found- 
ed in  1829,  has  a  library  of  1,250  volumes. 

Library  of  the  Ainerican  Baptist  Publication  Soci'ty — 1,032  vols. 

The  Library  of  the  Historical  Society — J  ,728  vols. — The  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania  was  tbunded  in  1825.  The  libraiy  contains  1 ,728 
volumes,  including  47  volumes  of  bound  manuscripts.  The  society  also 
has  collections  of  medals  and  coins.  Most  of  the  books  h?;ve  been  re- 
ceived within  the  last  five  years,  and  principally  by  donation.  The  li- 
brary is  kept  in  the  liall  of  the  society,  a  room  in  the  third  story  of  the 
Athenrcumj  about  29  by  42  feet  in  size.  The  books  are  arranged  accord- 
ing td  subjects.  The  shelves  are  distinguished  by  letters,  A,  B,  C,  &c., 
and  each  shelf  has  a  distinct  series  of  numbers,  commencing  with  No.  1. 
The  first  part  of  the  catalogue  was  printed  in  1849.  It  contains  36  pages 
8vo.,  and  comprises  the  departments  of  history,  biography,  and  manu- 
scripts. The  library  is  open  on  the  evenings  of  the  meetings  of  the  so- 
ciety, namelv,  the  second  Monday  of  eaeh  month,  and  is  accessible  to  the 
members  of  "the  society^  and  only  by  courtesy  to  others.  No  record  has 
until  lately  been  kept  of  the  use  of  the  library.    William  Duane,  librarian. 

The  following  notice  prefixed  to  the  published  catalogue  gives  some 
additional  facts  respecting  the  library  : 

''The  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  was  founded  in  1825.  It 
met  for  nineteen  years  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  and  had  the  use  of  a  small  closet  in  this  room  to  contain  its 
books.  In  the  year  1844  the  society  removed  to  a  room  rented  by  itself 
for  its  exclusive  accommodation.  Its  collection  of  books  then  amounted 
to  about  sixty  volumes,  in  addition  to  some  boxes  of  public  documents 
from  Washington,  which  had  not  been  opened, as  the  society  had  no  place 
in  which  to  place  the  books.  Immediately  after  the  removal,  the  library 
Mis.— 9 


iijcroased  rapidly,  and  a  still  furtlier  increase  Ims  followed  its  removal  to 
their  present  location  in  the  Athenaeum  building-,  south  Sixth  street. 
The  library  now  amounts  to  about  1,750  volumes,  divided  into  ten  classes: 
history-,  biography,  manuscripts,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  A'oyages  and 
travels,  newspapers,  public  documents  of  Pennsylvania,  public  documents 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  miscellaneous.  These  observations  have  been 
considered  necessary  to  explain  why  a  society  twenty-four  years  in  exist- 
ence has  not  a  larger  collection  of  books.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
cramped  position  it  was  compelled  to  occupy  before  it  had  a  room  of  its 
own,  it  would  doubtless  have  long  since  reached  its  present  size. — Janu- 
ary JO,  1819." 

An  address  before  the  society,  delivered  by  William  B.  Reed,  on  the 
occasion  of  opening  the  hall  in  tlie  Athenaeum,  January  28,  1848,  has 
been  printed,  and  contains  some  interesting  facts  concerning  the  society, 
besides  valuable  remarks  and  suggestions  respecting  the.  objects  of  such 
an  institution. 


PITTSBURG. 


The  Young  Men's  Mercantile  Librarij  and  Mcchmrics'  luslAlute — 1,188 
vols. — Founded  September,  1847;  incorporated  March,  1849.  The  library 
contains  Clanuary  1,  1850)  1,188  volumes,  a  small  collection  of  engra- 
%'lngs,  and  about  353  mineralogical  specimens.  A  reading-room  of  valu- 
able journals  is  connected  with  the  library.  Since  the  establishment  of  the 
institution,  about  500  volumes  have,  each  year,  been  added  to  the  library, 
and  about  450  dollars  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books.  The 
association  occupies  two  rooms,  each  29  by  bo  feet,  forming  the  2d  and  3d 
stories  of  a  well-built  brick  building.     A  catalogue  is  in  preparation. 

The  library  is  open  daily  from.  8  a.  m.  till  10  p.  m. 

The  persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  are:  niembers  by  the  pay- 
ment of  .-5^4  per  annum  ;  life  members  by  the  payment  of  ^35  at  one 
time;  and  honorary  members  elected  by  the  directors. 

About  2,200  books  were  lent  out  during  the  last  year.  J.  Finney,  jr., 
president. 

Theological  Seminary  Library — 1,500  vols. — This  seminary  Vv^as  in- 
corporated in  1828.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church. 

Washington  College  Libraries — 3,300  vols. 


WESTClIESTEll. 


The  Chester  County  Cabinet  of  Natural  Sciences,  at  Westchester,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  founded  in  Mardji,  1826,  and  incorporated  in  1831.  Its 
library  contains  *450  volumes,  *f  which  150  are  v.'orks  on  the  natural 
sciences,  chiefly  botany,  zoology,  and  geology;  and  300  miscellaneous, 
general  science,  languages,  and  literature,  it  has  a  collection  of  original 
letters,  from  the  principal  general  officers  of  the  American  army  of  the 
Eevolution;  and  also  the  autograph  signatures  of  1(I3  distinguished' patriots 
of  the  Revolution,  military  and  civil,  cut  from  their  letters  to  Gen.  Anthony 
Wayne — all  presented  by  his  son,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Wayne.  It  also  has 
several  charts  of  the  coast  survey  from  Professor  Bache;  a  very  iew  en- 
gravings and  medals;  and  about  400  coins,  (300  copper  and  100  silver,) 


aiJiong  v/hich  are  86  silver  and  59  copper  coins  from  21  different  govern- 
ments, collected  during  the  circumnavigatii)g  cruise  of  the  United  .States 
ship  Peacock,  in  lS35-'37,  by  the  late  Lieutenant  Darlington,  United 
States  navy,  and  presented  by  him.  The  additions  to  the  library  have 
been  made  very  irregularly,  and  probably  do  not  average  more  than  15  or 
20  volumes  annually.  There  is  no  regular  expenditure  for  books.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  books  has  been  obtained  by  donation.  A  three- 
story  brick  hall,  roofed  with  tin,  was  erected  in  1836  for  the  use  of  the 
•■^'Cabinet,"  and  to  contain  its  library  and  museum.  The  cost  of  the 
building  was  upwards  of  $?5,000.  The  hall  of  the  ^'Cabinet"  is  40  feet 
front  by  50  feet  deep;  the  lower  story  is  fitted  for  a  lecture  room,  with  a 
larboratory  in  the  rear.  The  second  story  is  a  large  room  calculated  for 
an  athenasum,  or  reading-room;  and  the  third  story  contains  the  museum 
and  library  of  the '■=  Cabinet."  There  is  no  printed  catalogue.  The  li- 
brary is  accessible  to  all  the  members  at  each  meeting  of  the  "Cabinet." 
The  books  are  lent  out  to  members,  when  applied  for. 

The  Chester  County  Cabinet  of  Natural  Science,  in  addition  to  the 
library,  &c.,  possesses  one  of  the  best  and  most  extensive  collections  of 
minerals  in  Pennsylvania;  a  splendid  collection  of  shells,  and  of  English 
and  American  birds;  a  herhai-iuin  oi  seven  tli.ousand  species  of  plmtfs,  duly 
.arranged,  labelled,  and  catalogued;  with  various  curiosities  in  nature  and 
art.     William  Darlington,  M.  D.,  president. 

The  Chester  County  Athe?iaium  was  founded  February  9,  1827,  and 
incorporated  in  1828.  The  library  contains  1,431  volumes,  consisting  of 
works  on  history,  biography,  natural  science,  travels,  and  the  usual  as- 
sortment of  books  proper  for  a  village  library.  Until  within  the  last  six 
years  the  institution  wais  neglected;  within  that  time,  by  the  exertion  of 
;some  public-spirited  individuals,  it  has  been  resuscitated,  and  the  annual 
increase  is  now  from  130  to  160  volumes,  and  the  annual  expenditure  for 
books  from  MO  to  140  dollars.  There  is  a  written,  but  not  a  printed  cata- 
logue. The  library  is  open  every  day,  at  all  hours  till  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  The  members  and  subscribers  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
library  on  the  following  terms: — stockholders  pay  each  .s2  per  year;  sub- 
scribers ."^2  per  year ;  minors  $1;  transient  subscribers  6  cents,  per  week 
lor  duodecimos,  8  cents  for  8vos.  The  number  of  books  taken  out  for  the 
last  three  years  has  ranged  from  1,300  to  1,600  annually,  and  is  increasing 
each  year.  Any  respectable  person  can  have  the  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing the  library,  or  taking  home  the  books.    William  Darlington,  librarian. 

DELAWARE. 

DOVER. 

The  State  Libraj-y,  and  the  Law  Library,  contain,  together,  about 
4,000  volumes.  Since  1837  a  room  in  the  capitol  has  been  devoted  ex- 
ciusively  to  the  use  of  the  library.  Occasional  appropriations  are  made 
by  the  legislature  for  the  increase  of  the  collection.  About  100  volumes 
have  been  added  annually  for  the  last  ten  years.  Books  may  be  freely 
used  by  any  citizen  who  subscribes  the  rules.  Samuel  C.  Letherbury, 
.librarian. 
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NEWARK. 


Delaware  College  Libraries— 8,700  vols.— The  college  was  founded  la 
1833.  The  college  library  contains  2,500  volumes.  There  are  two  so- 
cienes  of  undergraduates,  with  libraries  of  1,500  volumes  each.  Th© 
private  library  of  the  president  contains  2,000  volumes;  and  the  private 
collections  of  two  other  members  of  the  faculty  contain  1,200  volumes. 
These  are  all  in  the  college  building,  and  form  an  aggregate  of  8,706- 
volumes,  accessible  to  all  persons  connected  with  the  college;  and  indeed 
to  others  who  may  wish  to  use  them  for  literary  purposes.  An  effort  is 
inaknig  to  enlarge  the  college  library.     Rev.  James  P.  Wilson,  president 


NEWCASTLE. 


Public  Ltbrar}/~-i, 000  vols.— The  Newcastle  Library  Company  was 
founded  in  1812.  The  library  contains  about  4,000  volumes.  It  is  sus- 
tained by  an  annual  assessment  of  ,§2  on  each  share.  The  price  of  a  share 
is  S20.  The  library  at  present  occupies  a  room  in  the  town  academy, 
feamuel  Guthrie,  librarian. 


MARYLAND 

ANNAPOLIS. 


The  Stale  Librari/— 15,000  vols.— The  State  Library  of  Mar^'lanJ  was 
lounded  in  1827,  and  contains  15,000  volumes,  besides  .59  volume-?  of 
nianuscripts,  108  maps,  1 9  charts.  The  yearly  average  number  of  volumes 
added  to  the  library  tor  the  last  ten  years  is  580.  There  has  been  an 
annual  appropriation  by  the  legislature  of  ."55500.  There  is  also  in  opera- 
tion a  system  of  exchanges  with  other  States.  The  library  occupies  a 
room  in  the  State-house.  A  catalogue  (132  pa^es  Svo.)  prepared  by  David 
Kidgely,  then  librarian,  was  published  in  December.  1837,  at  Annapolis. 
1  lie  titles  are  classified  under  37  chapters .  The  arrangement  of  the  books 
upon  the  shelves  corresponds  with  the  divisions  of  the  catalogue.  The- 
library  is  opened  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  during  the  sessions  of  the  legis- 
lature, from  9  o'clock  a.  m.  to  the  time  of  the  daily  adjournment  of  both 
houses,  and  from  5  to  9  p.  m.,  except  during  night  sessions,  v/hen  it  is 
kept  open  till  the  adjournment.-  The  goveriior,  chancellor,  judges.  State 
otticers,  members  and  ex-members  of  the  legislature,  lawyers  practising  in 
the  court  of  appeals,  and  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  stationed  at  An- 
napolis, can  take  out  books.  Any  person  may  consult  the  library  in  the 
room.  No  record  has  been  kept  of  loans  or  of  visitors.  Richard  Swann, 
librarian. 

St.  John's  College  Library— d, 2^2  vols.— The  library  dates,  with  the 
college,  from  17S4,  and  contains  3,292  volumes.  Occasional  appropria- 
tions are  made  by  the  board  for  the  increase  of  the  library.  The  collec- 
tion is  in  a  room  of  the  new  brick  college,  36  feet  by  15,  in  7  alcoves. 
J  he  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects;  only  one  catalogue  has 
been  printed— date  1847,  pp.  38.  The  library  is  opened  one  hoifr  every 
Saturday.  All  persons  connected  with  the  college  are  entitled  to  use  the 
books;  and  they  are  occasionally  lent,  by  courtesy,  to  others.  About  800 
volumes  are  lent  in  a  year.     William  D.  Greethara,  librarian. 


^^^  [120] 

BALTIMORK. 


'^^^e  Baltimore  Librant--\5  om  rnJ^      ^i     t  i 
•more  was  founded  in  17%  and  nn.I.p.t    i  -  nnn'^?'^  Company  of  Balii- 
aod  five  volumes  of  manuscV^ntt ^  ^'''^^^  '^°'""'^^  "^  P""^«^  '^^'oks 

and  -Nic.  de  Lyra,  .Cr-  of  ilf        fn^'T/'^^'^'^^^^^'^  Plivsica,"  1312, 

f«!ilIumination^s;2oXtiolrfm^ 

vings.  The  income  of  t  e  i ,'  ftut^^^  IT'  T  ^'^'^"'^^^^^of  engra- 

of  stockholders  (about  2^)  a  d  -mr  -^  ''  ^^  "  ?  '"""'^  P'^'"'"^^ 
#l,I00per  annum.  The  buildin4rpl  ^'''^  ^'^'^^'"^'^^  to  about 

land  Historical  Society  and  d.^Can^^^^  ''i  conjunction  with  the  Mary- 
gift  from  the  citizens  of  BaimoreSit^^^^'^^^^^^^  ^""^  '"^^'^ 
rooms  of  the  Library  Commm       ('^^^^'Wland  Historical  Society.)  The 

and  consist  of  a  hbmry  ^7   W  T^ '^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  «^  the' edifice! 

Adjoining,  atoneincMs  n  rul  ?  ^^^'  ^'^'^^^  ^^  ^^^t'  ^^^'th  a  gallery 
end  is  a^readingi'sG  b^riff!  r^^^         ^>^  ]^  ^'"''^   -'  the  othe 
32  feet.     A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1799    .  ^'^'"?  -'^fo  ^"^^^^'^^^  ^^  ^y 
in  1809.     The  last  mention^ed  c^ulV^o;''     '"'"^i''^  "'  ^^"^'  ^^"^^  '^^  third 
tinned  by  supplements-  hrfirsthu^^^^^^^  '^^°-',^"^^  '^^^^  ^^^n  con- 

of  40  pages;  the  third  m  1831  of  21  nn  '  .,  f^'f'-^''^  '^^^"^^  "^  1823, 
The  libL;  is  open  daily  excems.m?]?'  ''^"''^  '■''  f^^l' ^^ 28  pages! 
mer  from  8  a.  m.  to  6  p  ni  in  win  ^  7'  ^o'^  ''''''"  ^'°''^^y^'  "^  sum- 
eotiUed  to  the  use  Sth?  hL\4  a  e  Ll  1°' n  ''  "'• ''  '^  P'  "^^  ^'^''^^^^ 
share,  or  $30  for  a  share  ad//.    '^°''^'^^^^«^^Pay'»g•SlOOfor  a  -free" 

of  SSperLntmirc^  Ifpefnfc^ur  ThZ^rZ  .^"^^^^'^^^'^  ^t  the  rate 
year.     Perhaps  100  nerso^?.  TH  °'^  '^f^H^^  ^'^^^^  ^^'^  '^"t  out  each 

Lay  books.  '  Aboul/oS     si  :  s'  eCh'.^'J^'jo  f  's'T  '^''^'T  ^^^^^^^ 

library  occupied  i^™  lame  .^om"  h,   I  f  .  n''  "  ^^°J"  "O"  ™l"™«s.   The 

printed  catabgue.     A  comnlefe  M^   <.n/oi^  *         suDjects.      1  here  is  no 
is  no  stated  time  for  opeS  t^^e  )  L      I  ?"'•  ''  "'  P^'eparation.     There 

stadenL.  '"  '""■•■"»'  "'  '•""''  """  ™'"'"''^  b^-'o'-S'"?  to  a  society  of 

T/ie  Mercantile  Libran/~.QmO  roh  — THp  ATpivoofiu  t   u 
of  eaU„no,e  was  es..bIi^hed\N„;«:berT'r83i 'Sr    c^^ 
of  iutoS;,  s'XZ"'!'-  '/"""]  '^'^ «;"""  ™''.™es  of'booS  ■  vZ .  e 
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ture  for  books  i$700.  The  librar^r  occupies  the  ground  floor  of  the  Balti- 
more Athen.Tum.  (See  Maryland  Historical  Society.)  •  Its  rooms  cor- 
respond with  those  of  the  Library  Company.  Ashort  cata  ogue,  alpha- 
betical, was  printed  in  1842,  and  a  supplement  m  1844.  Another  ca.a- 
losue  US  pages  12mo.)  was  printed  in  July,  1848.  1  he  library^  i. 
opened  every  day  from  11  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.,  and  from  o  to  10  p.  m.  Ac- 
tive members  (who  must  be  clerks  by  profession)  pay  for  the  privileges  oi 
the  library  $5  for  the  first  year,  and  S3  for  each  succeeding  year.  Hon- 
orary members  (all  persons  other  than  clerks)  pay  $5  per  annum.     Jame& 

Green,  librarian.  ^         .  i  ^      r  *u^ 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  first  six  annual  reports  of  the 
association  (all  that  have  been  printed,)  exhibits  the  early  progress  of  the- 
institution.     The  last  hue  shows  its  present  condition: 


Ino.  of  volumeslDollaisexi..fnd- 
I      in  library.       ed  during  year 
for  bocks. 


Honorary 

members. 


Active  mem-   Use  of  libra- 

bers. 


November, 

1840... 

1,400 

Do... 

.1841...; 

2,100 

Do... 

.1842... 

2,839 

Do... 

.1843... 

3,G10 

Do... 

.1844... 

4,393 

Do... 

.1845...; 

5,221 

June,  1850 

i 

9,000 

5,805 

7,800> 

8,500 

10,000 


The  Maryland  Historical  Society  was  founded  in  1843,  and  mcorporat^ 

March,  1844.     The  library  contains  1,500  volumes,  principally  hi=^toricai,. 

and  270  volumes  of  newspapers,  published  mostly  m  Maryland.      1J3& 

set  of  the  Maryland  Gazette  commences  in  1T2S,  and,  though  this  is  inv 

perfect,  a  complete  series  of  papers  printed  in  Maryland  from  that  time  f^ 

the  present,  exists  in  the  library.    -The  collection  of  manuscripts,  though 

not  large,  embraces  many  of  value  and  interest,  especiaUy  those  place* 

under  the  care  of  the  society  by  the  State  legislature,  as  the  journals  ol 

the  old  council,  and  letters  to  and  from  the  governors  and  tire  proprietory. 

Among  the  MSS.  are  also  several  unpublished  orders  of  General  VVash- 

iugton,  and  some  valuable  letters  from  officers  of  the  Maryland  hne,  witft 

regard  to  the  southern  campaign.     A  large   and  commodious  building 

has  been  erected  for  the  joint  accommodation  of  the  Maryland  Histoncal 

Society,  the  Library  Company  of  Baltimore,. and  the  Mercantile  .^-jbrary 

Association.     The  iMaryland  Historical  Society  holds  m  fee  the  third  flooi 

of  the  Athengeum  building;  and  this  floor  is  divided  into  four  inter-com^ 

municating  apartments:  a  "room  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  tne^society 

wiiich  is  14  feet  by  23;  a  meeting-room  and  library,  26  feet  by  4<  and  .-j 

feet  high;  a  galler>^  of  fine  arts,  47  feet  by  53,  with  a  ceiling  23  feet  higl 

at  the  apex  and  sloping  to  20  feet  at  the  walls,  lighted  by  a  skylight  in  tin 

roof,  affording  400  superficial  feet  of  glazed  surface;  and  a  gallery  lo 

sculpture  and  casts  from  the  antique,  14  by  23  feet.     The  rooms  of  Hi 

society  are  furnished  in  an  elegant  manner,  with  solid  oak  cases,  tables 

and  chairs.     The  whole  cost  of  the  building  was  .^28,182,     The  tum^ 

ture  is  valued  at  $8,000. 
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As  yet  no  regular  catalogue  of  the  library  has  been  prepared  for  pri-it- 
iiig.  The  hbrary  IS  open  daily  from  10  in  the  morning  until  6  o'dodc  in 
the  afternoon.  Rhe  regular  meetings  of  the  society  are  held  upon  the 
first  !  hursday  evenmg  of  every  month.  The  members  of  the  societv 
are,  of  course,  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library;  but  as  the  object  of  lb- 
mstitution  IS  not  only  to  collect  valuable  material,  but  to  make  it  as  Gen- 
erally useful  as  possible,  the  books,  original  papers,  &c.,  are  at  ail  times 
open  to  the  exannnation  and  perusal  of  all  who  mny  wish  to  rcf-r  to  them 
subject  only  to  the  observance  of  such  rules  as  are  essential  to  th^ir  pre- 
servation. The  books  are  not  alloAved  to  be  taken  from  the  roomS;  o^Z-ept 
under  circumstances  v/iiich  appear  to  justify  a  departure  from  tlie  rule- 
because,  the  hbrary  being  chieilv  valuable  for  purposes  of  reference,  it  is 
thougnt  desirable  that  investigations  should  be  conducted  intlie  rooms  as 
much  as  possible;  and  much  inconvenience  would  result  to  the  many  from 
this  partial  accommodation  of  the  few.  The  number  consulting  the 
library  is  large,  though  it  cannot  be  exactly  stated. 

One  of  the  prominent  features  in  the  plan  of  the  society  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  chapters  in  the  ditferent  counties  of  the  State.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  novel  but  admirable  project  may,  ere  long,  be  realized.  Fran- 
cis B.  Mayer  is  the  acting  librarian. 

From  a  letter  of  J.  Morrison  Harris,  esq.,  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Historical  Society,  besides  the  foregoing  statements,  we  quote  the 'follow- 
ing passage,  explanatory  of  the  views  of  this  energetic  association,  in  the 
establishment  of  the  gallery  of  art: 

"  The  gallery  of  fine  arts  is  intrusted  to  a  committee  who  are  elected  to 
serve  for  one  year,  and  who  make  all  the  arrangements  connected  with 
exhibitions,  &c.  As  this  feature  is  not  exactly  connected  with  the  pur- 
poses and  legitimate  plan  of  an  historical  society,  it  may  be  well  to  say 
something  in  explanation  of  its  connexion  with  our  society.  The  idea 
was  first  suggested  by  an  effort  v.diich  the  society  made,  some  years  since, 
and  still  continues,  to  procure  the  originals  or  copies  of  the  portraits  of  dis- 
tinguished men  connected  with  the  fuinding  of  the  colony,  tiie  events  of 
its  early  history,  and  eminent  in  their  associations  with  its  annals  down 
to  the  present  time.  Our  plan  is  to  raise,  by  yearly  exhibitions  of  good 
pictures,  a  fund  which  will,  by  degrees,  enable  us  to  build  up  a  gallery  of 
our  own,  consisting  of  good  copies  of  the  best  pictures  of  the  old  masters, 
and  original  pictures  of  merit  by  native  artists;  and  we  cherish  the  confi- 
dent hope  that,  while  the  prosecution  of  this  scheme  will  in  no  way  inter- 
fere with  our  historical  labors,  it  will  enable  us  to  throw  open,  liereat^ter,  to 
the  man  of  taste  and  to  the  student,  a  well-selected  collection  of  paintings, 
which  will  produce  upon  the  community  those  good  effects  inseparable 
from  an  elevated  appreciation  of  art." 

The  following  is  from  tlie  annual  report  made  in  February  1,  1S49,  by 
J.  Spear  Smith,  esq.,  president  o*f  the  society: 

"  In  the  original  project  of  the  AMienasum,  it  was  deemed  not  only 
proper,  but  essential,  to  embrace  within  it  a  gallery  of  fine  arts.  Various 
attempts  had  previously,  and  at  diflerent  epochs,  been  made,  to  form  and 
sustain  societies  connected  with  the  subject,  and  in  the  hope  of  introducing 
the  desirable  accompaniment  of  a  permanent  gallery;  but.  notwitlisfand- 
ing  the  zeal  and  talent  with  which  these  meritorious  essays  were  made, 
they  failed  of  being  attended  with  counnensurate  success.  '  If,  therefore, 
such  an  opportunity  as  was  now  offered  were  permitted  to  esca))e,  the 
day    seemed   distant  when    Baltimore    would    be   in    the   enjoyment   of 
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so  attractive  an  addition  to  her  public  institutions.  There  existed  also  a 
confident  belief  that,  under  the  strong  protection  of  the  society,  it  could 
be  alone  instituted  and  successfully  maintained.  It  was,  consequently, 
no  accidental  circumstance  which  led  to  the  union  of  a  gallery  with 
the  society,  nor  did  it  arise  from  any  difficulty  in  the  disposition  of  the 
space  allotted  to  it.  Being  thus  an  element  in  the  primary  scheme,  the 
architect  was  instructed  to  incorporate  in  the  plan  an  apartment  adapted 
in  its  proportions,  and  in  the  proper  admission  of  light,  to  this  object. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished,  and  with  so  much  judgment  as  to 
have  elicited  the  decided  approbation  of  connoisseurs,  and  others  versed 
in  such  matters.  In  accordance  with  the  original  design,  the -gallery  feU. 
under  the  administration  of  this  society.  This  disposition  of  it  seemed 
appropriate  for  many  reasons,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  connexion, 
for  the  most  part,  of  the  productions  of  the  painter  and  sculptor  with  his- 
torical persons  or  events.  It  was  intended,  also,  to  increase  the  attractions 
and  popularity  of  the  society,  by  affording  an  agreeable  and  tasteful  re- 
laxation to  its  members."  ^. ,   ^^  ,,        ,  t  i. 

The  Odd  Pelloivs'  Library— 3MI  vols.— The  Odd  t  ellows  Library 
was  estabhshed  in  1849,  though  some  books  had  been  collected  for  the 
purpose  several  years  before.  Last  year,  upwards  of  a  thousand  dollars 
were  expeiided  for  books.  An  appropriation  is  regularly  made  from  the 
funds  of  the  different  lodges,  but  no  member  is  taxed  additionally  for  the 
support  of  the  library;  yet  every  one  has  the  lull  use  of  it.  The  Grand 
Lod^e  has  appropriated  a  large  room— about  GO  feet  by  20^-on  the  first 
floor^of  the  hall,  for  its  use;  but  it  is  hardly  large  enough  to  accommodate 
the  numerous  visitors.  The  hall  is  soon  to  be  enlarged,. and  then,  it  is 
supposed,  a  fine  suite  of  rooms  will  be  assigned  to  the  libi;ary.  The  only 
catalogue  published,  as  yet,  is  one  of  the  German  books,, (S12  in  number.) 
The  itbrary  is  open  every  evenins,  except  Saturday,  from  half-past  7  to 
11  in  summer,  and  from  half-past^ (3  to  10  in  winter.  All  the  members  of 
the  Order  in  Baldmore  (about  8,000  in  number)  are  cJlowed  the  use  of^the 
books  without  charge.  The  circulation  for  one  quarter  ending  July,  1S5Q, 
has  been  2,331  volumes.     John  Shotton  is  librarirui. 

Baltimore  Female  College.— Th.is  institution  was  incorporated  m  IhoO, 
widi  povver  to  confer  degrees;  it  is  located  in  ^\.,  Paul's  street.  It  possess- 
es a  well-selected  library  of  2,800  volumes,,  to.  which  the  older  mipds 
have  access.  There  is  also  a  valuable  colleciion  of  minerals,  and  a  cabi- 
net of  ancient  aiid  modern  coins.  Of  ancient  coins  there  ar^  mpi:e  thaa 
500.     [See  catalogue  of  the  B.  F.  C.  for  iS.50.] 

Library  of  the  Mi^dico-C/iinirgi'al  Society — 2,000  vols. 
Library  of  the  Medical  Department,  Uuiversity  nf  Mar\;land-^\  ,000  vo^s. 
Law  Library — 1 ,000  vols. 

Several  of  the  Fir-e  Companiesm  Bahimfre  possess  valuable  collections 
of  books.  The  libraries  of  the  Ytechan'.cal  Fire  Company  and  of  the 
Patapsco  Fire  Company  number  r\bout  1,000  volumes  each. 

Mechanics'  luMiCutc  Library-^l yiyjO  t^oh\— "The  Maryland  Institiite 
for  the  Promotion  of  the  Mechanic  Arts"  was  founded  in  184-,  and  in- 
corporated in  1849.  It  receives  an  annual  grant  of  -S'oOO  from  the  State. 
It  has  held  three  annual  exhibitions  of  American  manufactures.  It  sup- 
ports a  course  of  lectures  duMng  the  winter  months,  and  has  established 
a  school  of  design,  which  promises  to  be  an  important  and  highly  useful 
branch  of  the  institute.  Among  the  objects  of  the  association  is  the  col- 
lection of  a  library.     About  1,000  volumes  have  already  been  obtained, 
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and  vignroiis  efforts  are  making  to  increase  the  number.     ^J'he  institute  is 
contemplating  (he  immediate  erection  of  a  building  for  its  purposes. 

CHESTERTOWN". 

Wasldngto7i  College  Lihmnes-l ,IQ0  voh.—The  College  Library  was 
founded  m  1/83  In  1827  the  college  waa  burned  dbwu^  and  only  170 
volumes  rescued  from  the  flames.  In  1844  the  college  was  revived  a 
new  buildmg  erected,  and  .380  new  volumes  added.  These,  together 
with  the  vaiuahle  present  of  State  papers,  and  other  documents,  by  Hon. 
J.  A.  Pearce,  form  an  aggregate  of  1,00U  volumes,  with  some  ?£.od  col- 
lections  of  maps,  &c.  No  yearly  appropriation  of  money  for  the  increase 
01  the  hbrary  has,  as  yet,  been  made,  in  consequence  of  the  determina- 
tion oi  the  board  to  erect  nev/  buildings.  After  these  are  finished,  a  hbe- 
ral  sum  will  be  set  apart  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Th^re  is  a  manu- 
script, but  no  printed,  catalogue.  Persons  connected  with  the  college  are 
allowed  the  use  of  the  books  without  fee.  Strangers  are  sometimes,  by 
courtesy,  permitted  to  use  the  library.     S.  S.  Rogers,  libraiian. 

-,r>.       , '^^^""^  Vernon  Society  of  Students^  founded  in  1547,  1ms  about 
luU  volumes. 

EMME1SBURG. 

Mount  Si.  Mary's  Cdlege  Ldbrary — 4,00@  vo/s. 

HAGERSTOWN.. 

St.  James  College  Libraries — 3p00  vols. 

The  College  Libiary  contains      -             -            ^  2,500  T9lumes. 

The  Library  of  the  Belles  Lettres  Socie^  contains  500        -^ 

The  Irving  Society  Library  contains      -            -  500        <^ 

Ri>CKVILLE. 

The  Montgomery  County  Library  Assoeiation,  founded  iii  1849,  has  a 
commencement  of  a  library  (115  volumes.)  Ttue  money  received  by 
annual  subscriptions  will  be  devoted  to  the  increase  of  ibe  collection. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  fitting  up  a  room  in  the  building 
formerly  occupied  as  the  county  clerk's  office  fos  a  library- and  reading 
room.  The  library  is  open  daily  from  9  to  3  o'clock.  Persons  become 
members  of  the  association  by  subscribing  to  the  constitution,  and  paying 
a  small  initiation  fee.     O.  W.  Tread  well,  librarian. 

The  Academy  at  Rockville  has  a  small  library,  coataiaing  about 
150  volumes,  for  the  use  of  the  students. 

SANDY  SPRING. 

Saudy  Spring  Library  Company. — This  hbrary,  foimded  in  1841,  con- 
tains about  500  volumes.  About  70  volumes  are  added  each  year,  and 
about  40  dollars  expended  for  books.  A  catalogue  ts? as  printed  some  six 
jrears  ago,  containing  12  pages  r2mo.  The  library  is  open  daily  from  G 
a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  It  is  restricted  to  members  of  She  compcmy,  who  pay 
five  dollars  tor  a  share,  and  $1  50  annual  suhsciiiption.  .TQss>ph  Gilpin, 
librarian. 
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D  I  S  T  R I  C  T  O  F    COLUMBIA. 


GEOKGETOWX. 


College  Libraries— 26,100  vols  —The  library  of  Georgetown  Collet 
dates  from  the  foundation  of  ihe  college,  iii  1792,  and  contains 
present  2.5,000  volumes.  Many  duplicates  have  been  given  to  kindn 
institutions,  and  a  valuable  collection  of  astronomical  works  has  bet 
taken  from  the  library  and  placed  in  the  observatory  attached  to  the  cc 
lege.  About  ?<350  a  year  are  expended  for  books.  The  library  is  kept  ] 
a  room  33^  by  26  feet,  most  tastefully  arranged  Avith  shelves  of  Brazilia 
wood,  birds'-eye  maple,  curled  maple,  etc., "the  work  of  one  of  the  men 
bers  of  the  institution.  There  is  also  an  octagonal  room  for  state  papen 
journals,  etc.  No  catalogue  has  been  published,  but  one  will  soon  I 
put  to  press.  The  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects.  Only  th 
faculty  and  students  of  the  higher  branches  are  entitled  to  take  books  froi 
the  library,  and  the  person  borrowing  the  book  is  strictly  prohibited  froi 
lending  it  to  any  person,  <?i-e?i  i7i  the  college.  Rooks  are' very  seldom  lei 
out  of  the  college;  owing  to  the  loss  of  several  works,  great  caution  is  ej 
ercised  in  lendmg.     Rev.  J.  M.  Finotti,  librarian. 

The  Philodemic  and  Philonomosian  Debating  Societies  have  libraries  < 
books  in  general  literature,  in  all  upwards  of  1,100  volumes,  purchase 
with  the  subscriptions  of  members,  or  presented  by  members  on  their  ac 
mission  to  the  societies. 

The  college  library  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  country,  partic 
ularly  m  theology  and  the  classics.  It  contains  a  complete  set  of  th 
Acta  Sanctorum,  the  Church  Fathers  in  the  Benedictine  editions,  an 
many  works  of  great  value  and  rarity,  at  least  in  tliis  country. 


WASHINGTON. 


The  Library  of  Congress— bO, 000  vols.— The  first  Library  of  Congres 
Avas  founded  April  24,  ISOO.  It  was  collected  under  the  direction  of  Di 
Mitchell,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  others,  and  consisted  of  about  three  thousam 
volumes,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  the  British  army  on  the  24th  o 
August,  1S14.  It  was  a  valuable  collection,  and  was  much  resorted  to  ii 
the  early  days  of  the  city.  The  total  loss  of  the  library  induced  Mr.  Jel 
ferson  to  ofler  his  collection  to  Congress.  It  was  purchased  in  181-5.  I 
consisted  of  about  7  000  volumes,  for  which  Mr.  Jeffer-on  receivec 
§23,000.  It  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  library,  which  contain; 
(January  1,  1850)  about  .50,000  volumes,  a  few  manuscripts,  a  serie: 
of  medals  designed  by  Denon  and  executed  by  order  of  the  Frencl 
government,  commemorative  of -events  during 'the  reign  of  Napoleon 
some  valuable  n^Lips  and  charts,  and  busts  of  several  of  the  Presidents 
with  a  few  painting^s  of  interest.  The  yearly  average  increase  is  abou 
1,800  volumes.  S^,000  per  annum  are  appropriated  by  Congress  for  i\u 
purchase  of  miscellaneous  books,  and  .sl,()00  for  law  books.  " 

The  library  occupies  three  rooms  in  the  Capitol,  only  one  of  which 
was  originally  designed  tor  the  purpose.  The  principal  library-room  is 
"92  feet  in  length,  34  feet  in  width,  and  30  feet  in  height.  It  contains  12 
alcoves— G  on  each  side— divided  by  a  gallery.  The  books  are  arranged 
according  to  subjects,  on  the  system  of  Bacon.     Catalogues  have  been 
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published  as  follows:  In  1802  (10  pp.  8vo.;)  supplement,  1803  (3  pp.) 
md  1808  (41  pp.;)  in  1812  (101  pp.  Svo.;)  in  1815  (170  pp.  4io., 
containing  Jetferson's  library;)  supplement,  1820  (28  pp.:)  and  m  1830 
and  '31  (3G2  pp.  8vo.) 

The  last  catalosue  was  printed  in  1840  (747  pp.  Svo.)  The  additions 
since  that  time  are  in  annual  supplements.  A  new  catalogue  is  in  press. 
The  library  is  open  every  day  during  the  sessions  of  Congress.  During 
the  recess  it  is  opened  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  of  each 
week,  six  hours  each  dav.  Members  of  Congress,  the  President  and  V  ice 
President  of  the  United  States,  Heads  of  Departments,  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Clerk  of  the  House,  agents  of  the 
Library  Committee,  and  Foreign  Ministers,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
library,  and  are  allowed  to  take  out  books.  The  number  of  books  annu- 
ally lent  out  is  not  known,  nor  can  the  number  of  persons  consulting  the 
library  be  stated.  It  is  very  great  during  the  sessions  of  Congress.  John 
S.  Meehan,  librarian;  E.  B.  Stelle  and  C.  H.  W.  Meehan,  assistants: 
Robert  Kearon,  messenger.  rr      i 

In  the  catalogue  the  vvorks  are  classed  accordmg  to  the  system  ot  i.ora 
Bacon.  This  system  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and,  unfortu- 
nately, has  been  continued  here,  after  its  abandonment  in  most  other 
libraries.  It  was  not  intended  by  its  author  as  a  bibliographical  sys- 
tem, nor  has  any  improvement  which  it  has  received  rendered  it  conve- 
nient or  useful  for  that  purpose.  ,  r  ■ 
The  Library  of  Congress  is  one  of  great  value.  It  is  wortuy  ot  a  mi- 
nute and  accurate  catalogue.  It  would  be  comparatively  useless  with- 
out  one,  were  it  not  for  the  catalogue  of  its  contents  written  upon 
the  memory  of  the  librarians.  In  a  catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
every  book,  pamphlet,  map,  handbill,  speech,  and  important  article  in  a 
review  or  magazine,  should  be  entered  carefully  and  accurately  under  the 
name  of  its  author,  and  alphabetical  and  analytical  indexes  of  sul^ects 
should  be  made.  The  catalogue  should  be  a  model  performance,  buch 
an  one  should  not,  of  course,  be  required  from  the  present  force  employed 
in  the  hbrarv,  which  is  not  sufficient  fbr  the  regular  work  ot  the  estab- 
lishment.    The  making  of  a  catalogue  should  be  a  separate  afluir. 

The  librarian  is  appointed  bv  the  President  of  the  United  states,  and  is 
governed  by  rules  adopted  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  tlie  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.     A  joint  committee  ot  the  two  nouses 
.is  charged  with  the  purchase  of  the  books. 

Libmry  of  the  House  of  Representatwes -12,000  vols  .-.Besides  he 
■  Library  of  Congress,  there  is  in  the  Capitol  a  library  for  the  use  ot  the 
members  of  the  House,  consisting  mostly  of  public  documents,  and  con- 
t^inin-  several  sets,  nearly  complete,  from  the  first  commencement  ot  the 
government.  The  aggregate  number  of  volumes  is  at  i^sent  upwards 
of  12,000.  The  animal  increase  is  about  400  volumes.  The  library  oc- 
cupies a  series  of  closets,  triangular  rooms,  and  attics,  near  die  hall  ot  the 
House.  It  is  open  daily  while  the  House  is  in  session,  and  i.s  l'^«  con- 
stant resort  of  members',  who  alone  are  entitled  to  the  use  ot  't.  1  heu. 
is  no  printed  catalogue,  but  one  in  manuscript.  Philip  U  illiams,  libiarian 
Litaryofthe  State  Depart. ne.t^-^ ,000  ../..-l^he  library  commenced 
with  the  ''Department  of  Foreign  Ailairs,"  m  l.Sl.  It  contains  at 
present  about  7  000  volumes  and  500  pamphlets.  1  he  number  ot  n  ap. 
and  charts  unbound  is  about  1,500.  The  ^I^""^  J"^''^:^ ''  !^'  thP 
volumes.     About  $100  are  expended  for  books.     The  library  is  m  the 
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6eve„  nkove..  The  smaller  oort  Jr  fee  bv  15  fe«0  "",""'  ''^"^ 
logiie  was  prinled  in  1S25  ^mnl  si  i- *  If  feet  9  inches.  A. 
(small  Svo.,  1.50  pa4"  )' ^  '"•   *"   PP-.)  ™cl  another  hi  ] 

chives  or  the  dSnent      The  n,     V,    """■>'  "'^  "^«  '=""""■5',  m  the 

first  copvrjffht  act  was  m<=QPrl    k^^i-        J     *f'^'ce  i\iay  dl,  1/90,  when 

lating  !;;  life  State  De^iin'^^t.^lS'.h'' °"'''''' '"™,  "^^"^  ^'^^'■' 
provisions  of  the  law  Thev  ,,'.,  7  f  "'  '"  accordance  with 
Lidesmapsamlits^^J/iTTO^ilP--'''  "^out  10,000  vohm 
Ihhographic  prints  and  en  "mvin^       ^  "^  '""'"'  ""''  '»»'■<>  "'^"  ' 

abo^t  4Mr™LiS""'rSSici''a°'''f  '"  '"«  '"'•  "^  5'--  "-  ", 
partment,  each  about  18  by  2  'ketZ  f '  f  eThi^h  "T  '"  *"  «'^'^  ' 
in  cose  presses,  according  to  thei    s  bi  ct  ma.tef     T^'"*^  "'"  """f 

cataoeiie.     The  room^  n,«  ^r^^     i-  ^"-'■^Jf^^-^'attei.      1  here  is  no  compl 

days."  The  LoVs  a  Inot  lei?  ouf°' Bn,°  ''"''  '•  ™-  '"  '  P'  ">•  °"  °« 
probablv  not  more  thai  .?0  a    ea        n,    I    T  w"' """',""  *"  '"^'''''y 

^:ur?:oo\n!'s^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Sunday,  from  9  ,„  3  o ''clock.'"  The  ^X  ^.^^^^L^h  ff^'P'" 


officers  of  the  army  and  invv    fl»,    '"''"'^°f  <'''P"'™™ts  and  bureau 

VVarDepartmen,  a*;;:!     7,;   ie!Vof",hel:;„r"'  "f  '='''*^  °"^ 
take  them  from  the  library.     Charles  Lanm  1^  ittian       "'  '"""'^'^  ' 

tolumbmn  College  Libraries— f,  900  Zil     rX]      !?"■ 
hian  College  was  founded™    lS21T,i:;7l''M'':"y  °f 'ilCoh.n 


"lan  '-oiiege  was  founded  in  1,991  Tt  .  .  .  "^/'■^''^'y  ^i  "J«  ooiun 
4,.500  voh^mes,  and  some  LnT.'.han.^^^^'"'  ^-^^""'^^  ^^-^^^  ^'^°^ 
average  increase  is  abon    50  ^^m  es      T,Te  cn7/^?'^^  J^^^,  ^^^^^^ 

library  has  been  comnienred      T  p  hL  collection  ot  a  fund  for  th. 

for  the  press.  The  iXarv  1;  nnT  i  ^^"''"  *'  "''''^  preparing  a  catalogu. 
hours.  Officers  mdents  nX  °!5''  ^  T"'^''  ^"^  kept  "open  severa 
recommend,  ir;rsorebook^^^  "^^'  ^^^^^  persons  aJ  they  maj 

se2i;^ir^:;;iibSi^ti^^ti-r^^^^  -^^^^  ^^-  -"^^^'p- 

ulaHyT^afized  Sf  ^.f^ '~^,!"  ^'""^  Ty.,,nn.en.  has  no  reg. 
booksinfheoS^^eof  th^ecllr^^^^^  ^rT''^  ^"'"^^^^  collections  of 

Urography,  in  the  Bureau  of  V  '  i      '  ?A^^^"'^^^"  ^^  Ordnance  and  Hy. 

stru^io'n.^'  In  all  the^r L^lS  "' if  3^0^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^"f-  °^  ^^-- 
i?ressional  documents  ^^"^  volumes,  including  Con 

.og^':vif3t^rit(?fPercf^^^^^^ 
:s^t4';'r4ir^ech^z^^^^^^ 

-y  valuable   "eS..nS?e';;isrr Si^^^^^^ 
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;h,  German,  &c.     It  is  in  a  room  in  the  Patent  Office   and  under 
re  of  a  Id^ranan  apponited  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
^asnry  Departmcnt-^m  ^./..  -  Books  have,  from  th  1   to  time 
3rocured  by  occasional  appropriations  by  Congress,  for  a  hbrarv  of 
reasury  Department      Until  the  present  year,  however   no  snch  in 
n  Ims  been  regularly  organized.   Very  recently  Mr.  Jo   ,  Tal mfer  o' 

fZ\  ,  %n'?  'r'^^'^  ^'^'■""^^"'  ^  ^^""^  ''^  the  'IWu'rbu  d: 
f)  feet  by  20,  has  been  appropriated  and  fitted  up  for  the  codechon- 
leasures  have  been  taken  for  establishing  a  libLy  upon  a  ^e  ma' 
)undation,  and  procuring  for  it  books  nnpSnant  to  tJ)e  olficerioT  he 
men  ,  for  whose  use  the  library  is  pnnclpally  desigr  ed  ' 

'L^bucry  of  the  Engineer  Department  contains  about  1  TOO  vol 
mcludmg  Congressional  documents,  of  which  the  sets  are  neart 
e  smce  ISOd,  many  manuscript  official  reports,  and  a  large  num 
maps  and  charts  relatmg  to  the  defences  of  the  country.  T  fe  ye'  r"v 
?  mcrease  is  about  50  volumes.  Books  are  nurch-iir]  n?uJT  J 
?ent  fund  of  the  department,  annually  ^-aued  by  c"^^^^^^^  "''rt 
IS  m  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer,^Vinder's  bm  d  n^  'and^s 
^evy  day  from  9  to  3  o'clock.  Books  are  lent  to  the  oS's  oHhe 
nent    the  clerks,  and  to  other  persons  by  courtesy.     The  a L^tlnt 

£ck"A""s"'/,'   n  ?^^f  >  I'brarian.     ^The  pres^ent  office"    Cap- 
edeuck  A.  bmith,  United  Sates  engineers  ^ 

hmgton  Library-5  0U0  vols.-The  -Directors  of  the  Washington 
Gompany"  were  mcorporated  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  Apr 
abonl  50  Inln  ■'  '""''"''  ^-bont  5,0(J0  volumes:  and  mcreases  at  the 
about  dO  volumes  per  annum.     The  price  of  a  share  is  .$12,  sub- 

ll'^m  "Tc^ri'^   '^  ^''-     ^^^-,^"--T  -  '^Fn  daily  f;om  3 
till  b  p.  m.     A  catalogue  was  printed  m  1S35,  containing  75  pages 

Ubrartjoft/,e  Smilhsoidan  Listitution-Q, 000  vols  —The  Smithso- 
.titution  was  established  by  act  of  Congress,  lUth  Au^u^t,  1846 
fund  bequeathed  by  .Tames  Smithson,  esq.,  of  England      The  ac( 
ress  provides  that  the  Board  of  Regents,  to  whom'is  intrusted  the' 

rj^'iofoOO^^"''^'"^'',''^^^'./"^-'^'^  '''  ^"""■'^•'  'Wopriation,  not 
ig  $20,000  a  year,  for  the  collection  of  a  library.     By  a  resolution 

egents  the  whole  income  of  the  institution  is  to  be  perpetually  di- 

ito  two  equal   parts;  one  half  to  be  devoted  to  the  publication  of 

:,  reports,  itec,  the  instituting  of  researches,  and  the  support  of 

&c.;  the  other  part  to  collections  m  science,  literature  and  art 

1  expenses  are  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  two  departments' 

luseum  and  cabinet  will  require  but  small  annual  appropriations! 

er  part  of  the  half  of  the  income  devoted  to  collections  will  be  ex' 

or   a  hbrary.     From  this   provision,   and  from  gifts,  eKclianc^es 

lests    we  rriay  justly  hope  to  see,  ere  long,  upon  this  foundaUon 

worthy  of  the  United  States  of  America— one  which  shall  release 

i  provincial  dependancc  in  literary  matters  upon  the  libraries  of 

As  a  full  account  of  the  collection  at  present  belon*>i.r-   to  the 

n  will  be  found  in  the  librarian's  report  (to  which  this  is  an  ap- 

it  IS  unnecessary  to  give  further  details  in  this  place    The  library 

ally,  during  business  hours.     The  books  are  accessible  to  all  who 

se  them  in  the  room.     The  use  of  the  library  is  already  consid- 

1  he  number  of  visitors  is  very  great.     C.  C.  Jewett,  librarian 


1^   i:£>^j  J  T^^ 

T/ie  Nationol  Listitule  for  the  Promotion  of  Science  was  fouiided  a, 
VV^ashingtoii  Ih  May,  1S40,  and  incorporated  by  rxt  of  Congress,  approvej 
27th  July,  1842.  The  Hbrary  contains  3,173  vohiines  and  pamphlets.  ]■ 
lias  three  manuscripts,  viz:  two  Arabic,  and  one  illuminated  Latin.  Therl 
are,  also,  considerable  collections  of  maps,  charts,  and  engravings.  In  thi 
cabinet  are  many  medals,  coins,  &c.  The  library  has  been  received  en' 
•tirely  by  donation  and  exchange.  It  is  of  course  quite  miscellaneousi 
but  it  contains  many  valuable  scientific  and  historical  works,  and  transacj 
lions  of  learned  societies.  Many  useful  and  costly  books  have  been  otj 
tained  for  the  institute  by  Mr.  Alexandre  Yattemare,  the  well  known  adi 
\''ocate  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges.  The  library  occupiesi 
temporarily,  a  room,  22  feet  square,  in  the  Patent  Office  of  the  Unite^j 
States.  There  is  no  printed  catalogue,  but  one  in  manuscript.  The  li; 
-brary  is  always  opened  when  calls  are  made  especially  for  books;  bU( 
there  are  no  stated  times  for  opening  it.  No  rules  have  been  adopted  n 
specting  the  use  of  the  library.  Members  of  the  institute  are  entitled  ti 
visit  the  library,  and  there  consult  books  as  they  wish;  but  they  canned 
take  them  away.     Dr.  James  H.  Causten,  jr.,  librarian.  i 

Jefferson  Apprentices^  Library — 2,000  vols.  \ 

Library  of  the  Observatory — 50U  vols. — The  observatory  (depot  of  charlj 
and  instruments)  was  established  in  1S42,  under  the  Navy  Departmen  i 
Its  library  is  composed  mostly  of  mathematical  works.  I 

VIRGINIA.  I 

•  I 

I 

BERRYVILLE.  I 


The  Academy  Library — 1,000  vols. — The  president  and  trustees  of  th  | 
institution,  in  their  report  to  the  president  of  the  literary  fund,  in  1835,  stat<  \ 
-'About  25  years  since  a  lot  of  ground,  containing  about  two  acres,  wd 
procuredin  the  town  of  Berryville,  and  a  building  erected  thereon  by  prj 
vate  contribution,  at  an  expense  of  about  s3,000,  which  has  since  beej 
constantly  occupied  as  an  English  and  classical  academy.  A  few  yea  i 
since  further  subscriptions  were  entered  into  for  the  gradual  purchase  of  i 
library  of  about  1,000  volumes,  to  be  attached  to  the  academy;  whic^ 
library  is  also  in  successful  operation,  and  promises  to  be  extensively  us'i 
ful,  both  to  the  students  of  the  academy  and  to  the  residents  in  its  imml 
diate  neighborhood,"  ,  ! 

BETHANY.  .  j 

College  Libraries — 2,280  vols. — The  libraiy  of  Bethany  College  w.l 
founded  in  1840,  and  contains  1,224  volumes,  12  maps  and  charts,  anj 
21  engravings.     One-half  of  the  jnatriculation  fees  received  from  studenj 
is  devoted  to  the  library.     The  fund  consequently  fluctuates  with  tn 
number  of  new  students  each  successive  session.     The  library  is  openci 
one  hour  each  week.     All  persons  connected  with  the  institution  a 
entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library.     Books  are  not  lent  to  other  person 
There  are  two  literary  societies  connected  with  the  college.     The  Neotr' 
phian  Society,  founded  in  November,  1841,  has  a  library  of  562  volume 
The  American  Literary  Institute,  founded  in  December,  1S41,   has 
library  of  494  volumes.     J.  D.  Pickett,  librarian. 


BOYDTOW.V,  MKCKLK.VBUIU;   COUXTV. 

Lihra/y  of  Randolph  Macnn  Odle'^b,  itear  Boi/dlown—lj, 000  vob.— 
iiis  iiistitiUiou  was  incorporated  in  1832.  Its  library  and  mineralogical 
binet  are  valued,  in  the  report  to  the  president  of  ti)e  literary  ruii(f,  in 
35,  at  $2,500.  The  number  of  volumes  in  ils  libraries  is  stated  in'tlie 
nerican  Almanac,  for  1850,  at  (5,000. 

BRUNSWICK  COUiVTY. 

Ebcitezer  Acadc/iii/,  incorporated  in  1795,  reports  to  the  president  of 
3  literary  fund,  in  1S35,  "a  small  library." 

CAROLINE    COUNTY. 

Rappa/uamock  Acadirny. — Incorporated  1S09-'10.  Tlie  trustees  in 
;ir  report  to  the  president  of  the  literary  fund,  in  1835,  say:  ^'Connected 
th  the  institution  is  a  library,  selected,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  late 
•lonel  John  Taylor,  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  institu- 
n,  and  purchased  with  funds  obtained  by  the  sale  of  the  organ  belong- 
r  to  Mount  Church.  The  library  contains  worjvs  on  law,  medicine, 
lology,  history,  biography,  science,  geography,  political  economy,  &c., 
;.  It  is,  however,  very  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  fhe  academy;  but 
;h  additions  are  niade  to  it,  from  time  to  time,  as  its  feeble  means  will 

3W." 

CHARLOTTES  VILLK. 

Library  of  the  University  of  Viroinia— IS, SIS  vols.— The  library  was 
nded  in  1825,  and  contains  18,378  volumes,  24  maps  and  charts',  and 
lOO  engravings.  The  yearly  average  increase  for  the  last  ten  years  has 
in  413  volumes.    The  yearly  average  expenditure,  prior  to  1848,  .f;500; 

1848,  §;1,000.  The  regular  annual  appropriation,  out  of  the  revenues 
the   university,   is   -^500.     The  Madison  legacy  of  .$1,500  yields  ,iii90 

annum,  for  the  increase  of  the  collection.  The  library  occupies  the 
rd  story  and  dome  of  the  rotundo— a  circular  brick  building,  75  feet  in 
meter,  erected  in  1825,  expressly  for  a  library,  for  .>4;7O,0O0.  The  two 
-er  stories  are  used  for  lecture-rooms,  laboratory,  museum,  &c.  A 
alogue  was  printed  in  1828  containing  116  pages  8vo.  The  library  is 
n  daily  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  rector,  visitors,  professors,  and 
dents  of  the  university,  and  no  others,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
•ary.  To  these  persons  books  arc  lent  out  under  certain  prescribed 
itations.  About  3,000  are  taken  out  annually.  About  275  persons,  in 
ear,  consult  the  library  without  taking  away  books.  William  Westen- 
;er,  librarian. 
•This  library  was  originally  selected  and  arranged  by  Mr.  Jefferson.    It 

since  been  augmented  by  several  valuable  donations,  among  which 
the  legacy  of  Mr.  Madison,  amounting  to  587  volumes;  that  of  the 

Christian  Bohn,  esq.,  a  generous  and  enlightened  citizen  of  Rich- 
id,  amounting  to  3,380  volumes;  and  a  donation  of  234  works  by  an 
:nown  and  benevolent  lady,  through  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander,  of 
iceton.     It  contains  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  standard  literary 
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and  scientific  works  in  the  principal  European  languages,  together  vvi 

[Annual  catalogue,  IS'ly 


.rich  and  extensive  collection  of  engravings. 


EMOKY,   WASniXGTOX  COUNTY. 

Emory  ami  Henry  College  Libraries — 8,001  vols. — The  college 
was  tinmded  in  1839,  and  contains  2,591  volumes,  51  maps  and 
and  <J3  coins.     The  yearly  average  increase,  for  the  last  tpu  y( 
been  250  vohimes.    The  average  annual  expenditure  about  $7 
by  a  tax  of  ,sl  a  year  on  each  person  u~.ing  the  library.     A  catr 
pages  12mo.)  was  printed  in  lb'4(>.     The  fibrary  is  open  one  I 
half  each  week.    Any  person  paying  the  fee,  and  conforining  ' 
may  borrow  the  books.     E.  Longley,  librarian. 

There  are  two  societies  of  students  possessing  libraries: 
sian  Society,  2,693  volumesj  and  the  Calliopean  Society,  2 
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.  chart 
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ilogiie  ( 

lOur  and 

.o  the  rul< 

the  Hern 

17  voluni 


,.  FAIRFAX    COUXTY. 

The  Episcopal  Theological  Seminary  of  Virginia — 4 

library,  founded ,  contains  4,995  volumes,  besid- 

numberof  unbound  periodicals  and  pamphlets.     There 
fund  for  the  library.     About  $50  a.  year  are  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  books.    The  library-rooin  is  about 
library  is  opened  twice  a  week.     Those  connected  \ 
and  a  few  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood,  are  eiitit' 
books.     About  G50  ijooks  are  lent  out  in  a  year.    T 
(20U  volumes)  belonging  to  the  Rhetorical  Society 
D.  D.,  librarian. 


,,995'  vols,— 'I 

3S  a  considera 

i  is  lio  perman 

jd  by  the  trust 

30  fefct  by  15.    1 
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LEXINGTOX. 

Washing/on   College  Libraries — 4,997  vols. 
founded  in  the'  spring  of  1770.     On  October 
passed  by  the  Hanover  presbytery,  appointing 
scriptions   for  this  purpose.     In  1837  the  lil 
years  old,  scarcely  contained  700  volumes,  a- 
tered  condition.     It  had  no  fund  or  other 
fee  has,  for  several  years,  been  imposed  upi 
devoted  to  the  library,  and  yields  from  $1" 
1837,  about  230  volumes  of  public  docui 
Congress,  and  about  420  volumes,  ''of  a 
have  been  added  by  purchase.     The  lib 
The  college  laws  provide  only  for  its  u; 
can  have  access  any  day  for  consuitatir 
regular  days  twice  a  w^eek.     Other  pf 
the  use  of  the  books  on  applying  for  t 

There  are,  besides,  two  literary  s 
possessing  libraries  of  1,800  volume 

Virgi7iia  Military  histitute.  — T' 
2,500  volumes.     The  average  an 
For  the  last  five  years,  the  State  1 
nimi  for  the  library.     This  is  t 
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20  by  20  feet,  in  tiie  public  buildin?,  is  appropri:itefl  to  the  use  of  the 
hbrary.  The  hbraiy  is  open  half  an  hour  each  week.  The  use  of  it  to 
officers  and  cadets  is   gratuitous.     About  l.aOO  vohujies  a  year  are  lent 

Any  person  of  respectabiHty  can  always  procure  a  book  on  appHca- 

Uoi.  Francis  H.  Smith,  abrarian. 


out. 
tion 


♦  MADISON  COURT-HOUSE. 

Library  Association~^63vols.~-Fo\xndie^  January  1,1842.  The  Hbrary 
contaujs  353  volumes,  2  manuscripts,  25  maps,  6  charts.  It  is  opened 
once  a  week,  and  kept  open  two  hours.  A  person  may  become  a  mem- 
ber by  paying  $1  per  annum.     T.  J.  Humphreys,  librarian. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

j  Academy  Library— \m  wofe.— Founded  in  1819.  The  trustees  in  their 
report  to  the  president  of  the  literary  fund,  in  1835,  state:  '^  The  trustees 
have  commenced  a  hbrary,  and  have  procured  about  150  volumes  of 
books,  a  set  of  globes  and  surveying  instruments,  and  some  maps;  and 
!for  the  want  of  funds,  are  unable  to  proceed  further  in  this  way." 

PARKERSBURG. 

Literary  Association~360  ro/5.— Incorporated  January  11,  1S44.  The 
jlibrary  was  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and  contains  360  voi- 
jumes.  About  .$40  a  year  are  expended  for  books.  The  library  is  open 
every  week-day  during  business  hours.  Persons  entitled  to  the  use  of 
the  books  are:  1.  Members  of  the  association,  who  pay  three  dollars  per 
lannum;  2.  Subscribers,  who  pay  $2  per  annum;  3.  Apprentices,  wards, 
and  children  of  members  or  subscribers  (they  being  responsible.)  at  .$1  per 
annum.  The  average  annual  issue  of  books  is  about  225.  Non  subscri- 
■bers  may  obtain  the  use  of  books  by  depositing  their  value.  S.  C.  Shaw 
librarian.  ' 


PRINCE    EDWARD    COUNTY. 

UuioH  Theological  Seminary — 4,306  vo/5  — This  institution  is  under 
.he  direction  of  the  Presbyterians.  It  was  founded  in  1812.  The  library 
A^as  founded  in  1828,  and  contains  4,306  volumes  and  some  manuscripts. 
The  increase  is  slow;  less  than  100  volumes  a  year.  Efforts  are  in  pro- 
p-ess to  raise  a  fund  for  enlarging  the  library.  The  books  are  kept  at 
)resent  in  the  gallery  of  the  seminary  chapel.  There  is  a  cataloijue, 
H-inted  in  1833,  of  107  pages  Svo.  The  library  is  open  on  I'uesdayslmd 
Fridays,  one  hour.  All  persons  connected  with  the  seminary  and  the 
acuity  of  Hampden  Sidney  College  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books. 
Phe  collection  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  is  often  consulted;  but  books 
:re  not  lent  out  to  others  besides  those  mentioned,  except  on  the  personal 
esponsibility  of  the  librarian.  The  Society  of  Inquiry  on  Missions  has 
00  bound  volumes  and  a  multitude  of  papers  and  pamphlets.  Rev.  Sam- 
el S.  Graham,  librarian. 

Ham,pden  Sidney  College  Libraries —S,OUO  vols.— This   college  was 
;haf  lered  in  1783.     In  1835,  the  president  and  trustees,  in  their  report  to 
Mis.— 10 


( 
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the  president  of  the  Iheraiy  fund,  say:  ''Tile  college  has  a  few  book.^ 
scarcely  deserving  the  name  of  a  library.  The  two  societies  have  earl.  , 
a  respectable  library."  ''By  the  census  of  ISIO,  this  institution  had^  O;  ; 
students,  and  S,OUO  volumes  in  its  library."  [Howe's  Hist.  Coll.]  Tiiu  ,; 
number  probably  includes  the  books  in  the  society  libraries.  ; 

i 

PRUNTYTOWN,  TAYLOIl  COVNTY,  ♦  ! 

I 

I 

Rector  College  Library —2, mQ  vols.— This  college  was  chartered  h]  ; 
the  lesi:>Iature  in  1S3S.  It  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  students  m  ISJ't  j 
The  hbrarv  was  founded  in  1S40.  It  is  a  "valuable  collection  of  moi\  | 
than  2,000  volumes,  containing  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics,  a  choice  se  { 
lection  of  works  of  modern  authors,  English,  French,  German,  Spanish  j 
<fcc.  In  the  departments  of  theology,  anatomy,  mathematics,  history,  anc  * 
moral  science  and  law,  are  many  standard  authors."  The  whole  librani 
was  collected  in  contributions  from  a  great  number  of  clergy-men,  officer  >; 
of  colleges  and  seminaries,  and  individuals  in  the  New  England  Statesij 
hut  mostly  in  Massachusetts.  The  room  occupied  by  the  library  is  25-,| 
ieet  square,  in  the  third  story  of  the  brick  building  erected  for  the  col| 
lese  in  lS.3S-'39.  The  library  is  open  one  hour  a  week.  All  the  officej| 
and  students  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library;  the  latter  pay  fifty  centf 
a  year  for  tlie  privilege.  Books  are  also  lent  to  persons  living  in  the  towi| 
and  vicinity.  Besides  the  college  library,  the  principal  has  a  privatj 
library  of  1^000  volumes,  acessible  to  all  tire  students.  Charles  Wheeler  j 
principal. 

RICHMOND. 

Slate  Library  of  Virginia— U,^^^  w/.s.— Founded  in  1828,  and  corj 
tains  about  14,000  volumes.  There  is  a  permanent  fund  derived  frorj 
sales  of  books  and  maps  published  by  the  State,  devoted  to  the  mcreasi 
of  the  library.  It  will  yield  about  $2,000  per  annum.  The  library  occi; ; 
pies  two  rooms  in  the  capitol;  the  larger  35  feet  square,  with^a  gallerj 
containing  an  upper  range  of  shelves;  the  smaller  room  is  about  30  feetb  , 
15.  Several  catalogues  have  been  printed.  The  last  is  "A  Catalogue  {| 
the  Library  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  arranged  alphabetically,  under  dij 
ferent  heads,  with  the  number  and  sizeof  the  volumes  of  each  work  spec 
fied;  to  which  are  prefixed  the  rules  and  regulations  provided  for  its  goi 
ernment"— 157  pages  Svo.:  Richmond,  1S49;  it  is  a  hasidsomely  printe 
catalogue,  in  which  the  books  are  arranged  under  twelve  divisions.  Tb 
departments  best  supplied  are  those  of  law,  politics,  and  history.  Th\ 
general  collection  is  very  good.  About  200  volumes  have  been  receive  > 
through  iM.  Yattemare's  system  of  exchanges.  The  library  is  open  daihj 
Sundays  and  holidays  excepted,  from  9  a.  m.  to  3  p.  m.  Officers  of  goj 
ernment,  judges  of  the  courts,  and  members  of  the  legislature  are  entitkl 
to  the  use  of  the  library.  The  customary  courtesies  are  extended  to  visij 
ors  and  to  persons  engaged  in  literary  or  scientific  research.  A  note  pa; j 
able  to  the  governor  for  double  the  value  of  the  book,  o  iset  to  which  ! 
belongs,  must  be  given  by  any  person  taking  a  book  from  the  librarj 
conditioned  upon  its  prompt  and  safe  return.  The  note  is  to  contain | 
further  forfeiture  for  every  day's  detention  of  the  book  beyond  the  specifitj 
time.    W,  H.  UichardsoD;  librarianeo;  ojjicio.^ 
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TViC  Virginia  Histerical  and  Philosophical  Society — 1,200  vols. — This 
society  was  formed  29th  December,  1831.  The  General  Assembly,  by 
an  act  of  the  10th  March,  1S34,  incorporated  the  society,  and  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  6th  February,  1835,  directed  to  be  presented  to  it  a  copy  of  the 
large  map  of  Virginia,  and  such  books  and  papers  belonging  to  ihe  library 
fund  as  the  joint  committee  on  the  library  may  designate.  A  leading 
object  of  the  society  was  to  collect  and  preserve  books  and  papers,  both  in 
print  and  manuscript,  relating  to  the  history  of  America,  and  especially  of 
Virginia;  to  make  its  library  a  repository  of  everything  of  the  kind,  as  far 
as  practicable.  [See  preface  to  C.  Pu)binson's  "Voyages  to  North  Ajnerica, 
1520  to  1573,"  Svo.:  Richmond,  1848.     Prepared  for  the  society.] 

The  library  of  the  society  now  contains  about  200  volumes,  and  about 
50  manuscripts,  relating  chiefly  to  the  history  of  Virginia,  and  a  few 
medals,  coins,  and  relics.  But  few  purchases  have  been  made.  The 
library  is  kept  in  a  large  room  in  the  law  building,  in  which  the  meetings 
of  the  society  are  also  held.  It  is  open  for  consultation  daily  at  all  hours. 
Members  of  the  society  can  introduce  others.  No  books  are  allowed  to 
be  taken  from  the  room.  Perhaps  100  dilfcrent  persons  consult  the  col- 
lection in  a  year,  William  Maxwell,  corresponding  secretary  atid 
librarian. 

The  private  library  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  lent  to  the  society  and  deposited 
in  their  rooms,  contains  about  1 ,000  vohimes. 

Richmond  College  Library — 1,200  vols, — This  library,  founded  in  1843, 
contains  1,200  volumes,  a  few  maps,  and  about  40  diagrams  for  illustrating 
natural  philosophy.  The  library  occupies  a  room  (12  by  IS  feet)  in  the 
college  building.  It  is  opened  once  a  week  for  half  an  hour,  and  fre- 
quently at  other  times,  by  request.  Students  who  have  the  gospel  min- 
istry in  view,  pay  nothing;  other  students  pay  .^j^l  j-jcr  annum  for  the  use  of 
the  books.  Th-e  Mu-Sigina-RJio  Society  has  60  volumes  of  books  and  a 
reading-room,  with  6  periodicals,  accessible  by  paying  6^  cents  per  nioath. 
Robert  Ryland,  president. 

The  LAbrary  Association — 1,600  vols. — This  association  published  in 
1841  a  catalogue  of  its  library,  in  22  pp.  Svo. 

ROMNEY, 

Library  of  the  Literary  ^Society — 1,000  vols. — The  '^^  Literary  Society 
of  Romney"  was  founded  on  the  4th  of  F^ebruary,  1819,  and  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  passed  January  3,  1823. 
A  leading  object  of  its  institution  was  the  purchase  of  a  library  of  valuable 
.standard  authors,  by  the  annual  subscription  of  its  members — an  object 
which  has  been  since  steadily  pursued,  its  present  liin-ary  of  1,000  vols, 
having  l->€en  acquired  solely  by  this  means.  By  the  liberality  of  the 
legislature  (acts  of  the  6th  of  January,  1832,  and'  of  15th  of  Februaiy, 
1844,)  the  society,  having  then  become  possessed  of  considerable  means, 
procured  an  act  to  \>%  passed  on  the  12th  of  December,  1 846,  conferring 
upon  it  authority  ''to  establish  at  or  near  the  town  of  Romney  a  seminary 
of  learning,  for  the  instruction  of  youth  in  the  various  branches  of  science 
and  literature."  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  last  act  the  "  Rom- 
ney Classical  Institute"  was  founded  under  the  auspices  of  tlie  society, 
and  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  After  1853  the  society  will  have 
received  aii  endowment  of  $20,000;  aijid  will  possess  a  i)ermaaeiii  fund  of 
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^12,000,  yielding  $720  per  annum:  one  half  of  which  is  devoted  to  the 
support  of  the  Romney  Classical  Institute,  and  the  remainder  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Literary  Society — the  purchase  of  books,  philosophical  appa- 
ratus, &c.  In  1845  a  handsome  brick  building  (two  stories  high,  main 
building  54  feet  by  40,  with  a  wing  forming  a  convenient  residence  for 
the  principal  of  the  institute)  was  built  by  the  Literary  Society,  for  its 
own  use,  and  for  an  academy.  The  building  and  grounds  cost  about 
$8,000.  The  upper  story  of  the  main  building  is  devoted  to  the  use  of 
the  society,  and  is  divided  into  two  rooms — a  hall  for  meetings,  and  a 
libra^y^  The  meetings  of  the  society  are  held  in  public,  semi-monthly, 
for  the  discussion  of  questions  literary,  moral,  &c.;and  lectures  on  various 
subjects  are  occasionally  delivered  before  it,  by  its  own  members  or  otherS; 
on  the  invitation  of  the  society.  By  resolutions  of  the  society,  the  use 
of  its  library  is  extended  to  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  denominations 
gratis,  and  to  citizens  generally  ou  the  same  terms  as  those  on  which  it  is 
enjoyed  by  its  own  members.  A  *'  catalogue  of  the  members  and  library" 
was  printed  at  Romney,  June  1,  1849:  lb  pages  16mo.  There  are  at 
present  twenty  regular  members,  who  pay  $3  each  per  annum  to  the 
library  fund;  and  eight  library  members,  admitted  under  certain  regula- 
tions of  the  society,  and  paying  the  same  fees.  Persons  having  the  use 
of  the  library  are  furnished  with  keys,  and  may  enter  at  any  time.  Cler- 
gymen of  the  village,  or  vicinity,  and  the  principal  of  the  institute,  are 
the  only  persons  to  whom  the  privileges  of  tlie  library  have  been  gratu- 
itously extended.  The  hbrarian  is  A.  P.  White,  of  Romney.  The  prin- 
*cipal  of  the  institute  is  E.  J.  Meany. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

William  and  Mary  College  Library — 5,000  vols. — This  college,  next 
to  Harvard  the  oldest  in  the  country,  Was  founded  in  1692.  It  is  not 
known  with  certainty  when  the  iibrar>^  was  commenced.  It  now  num- 
bers about  5,000  volumes.  It  is  supported  by  a  matriculation  tee,  or  tax, 
of  S5  a  year  from  each  student,  amounting  to  about  .$400  a  year.  The 
library  is  opened  one  hour  a  week.  There  is  no  printed  catalogue.  Pro- 
fessor M.  J.  Smead,  librarian. 

NORTH    CAROLIx\A. 

CHAPEL    HILL. 

Libraries  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina — 11,847  vols. — The  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  was  incorporated  December  11,  1789,  The 
business  of  education  was  commenced  early  in  the  year  1795.  At  that 
time  the  library  was  begun.  (See  History  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  American  Quarterly  Register,  November,  1842.)  It  now  con- 
tains 343  folios,  357  quartos,  2,536  octavos,  and  265  duodecimos;  in  all, 
3,501  volumes,  besides  a  collection  of  manuscripts,  prim-.ipally  relating  to 
the  history  of  North  Carolina.  The  shelves  of  the  room  occupied  as  a 
library  have  been  for  some  time  more  than  full;  and  for  this,  among  other 
reasons,  little  effort  has  been  made  to  increase  the  library.  A  separate 
building  is  in  contemplation,  and  will  probably  be  erected  during  the  en- 
suing year;  and,  when  this  is  completed,  it  is  expected  that  systematio 
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arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  increase  of  the  library      The  libnrv 
IS  open  five  times^a  week    an  hour  at  a  time.     The  faculfy  and  the  stS- 
dents  use  the  library  without  fees.     Ashbel  G.  Brown,  A.  M.,  librarian 
There  are  two  literary  societies  connedted  with  the  college  which  have 
valuable  libranes      The  Dialectic  Society  has  2(3  folios,  93  quartos,  2,478 

DriS'  tnVJ^m"^""!'^''  I''  ""'  ^^'^'^  ^'^1""'«^-  ^  catalogue 'was 
?^?i^i^"  Q  'f^PP--^^"''i-'V'^"^""""°  1'^'-^  volumes;  another  in 
i^'^^o'/f  ,PP-  ^7,°,')  C'^"ta»ii"-  ^'"^^^  volumes.  The  Philanthropi,  Society 
h^  26  folio.s,  167  quartos,  3,314  octavos,  S04  duodecimos,  et  inf.-  in  all, 
4,dll  volumes.  A  catalogue  was  published  in  1S22,  (IS  pp  Svo  ^  con- 
taining 1,4/3  volumes.  These  libraries  are  in  buildings  ipparently  con- 
nected  with  the  wings  of  the  other  college  buildings;  separated,  however, 

1^7  ^f\  ^'f  ''''P"'^'  ""^  '"^^^  ^''"^  ^^^^  ^'''^^-  'i^hey  were  erected  in 
1847,  of  brick,  at  an  expense  of  $10,0U0.  The  rooms  are  fitted  up  with 
alcoves  8  by  8  feet  on  each  side.  The  central  aisle  is  20  feet  wide;  the 
length  of  the  room  37  feet.  All  residents  on  the  Hill  who  seem  to  be 
proper  persons  to  have  books,  are  allowed  to  use  them,  without  charge 
Ihe  hbraries  are  opened  twice  a  week  for  an  hour.  The  books  in  both 
are  weii  selected,  and  m  fine  condition:  they  are  much  used. 

MECKLENBURG    COUNTY. 

Davidson  College  Libraries— 1 ,200  vols. 


State  Library— 2,000  vols. 


RALEIGH. 


SALEM. 


The  Fayette  Academy  possesses  a  library,  founded  in  1804,  containing 
about  1,500  volumes.  The  library  is  for  the  use  of  the  teachers  and 
pupils  ot  the  academy,  which  is  an  unincorporated  institution  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Church.     E.  A.  de  Schweinitz,  principal. 


VALLE    CRUCIS,    WATAUGA    COUNTY. 

Mission  School  Library — 1,.500  vols. 

WAKE    FOREST. 

Wake  Forest  College  Libraries — 4,700  vols. 

SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

CHARLESTON. 


TJie  Library  Society— 20 ,000  vols.— The  library  was  founded  in  1748. 
*a  the  15th  of  January,  1778,  it  was  nearly  destroyed  bv  fire;  only  185 
olumes  of  5,000  or  6,000  being  saved.  It  now  contains  20.000  volumes. 
^  average  annual  increase  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  180  volumes,  be- 
des  pamphlets.     Average  annual  expenditure  for  the  same  period,  about 
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<:1  000  The  income  of  the  institution  is  derived  from  an  annnal  assess- 
ment upon  the  members  of  810  each;  from  rents  of  rooms  and  buildings 
belon<^int^  to  the  society,  and  from  admission  fees  of  new  members,  ^25 
each.^  I? of  course  varies  with  the  rise  or  fall  of  rent,  and  the  number 
of  new  members  admitted.  It  is  at  present  about  S2,500.  A  brick 
buildin*:',  erected  and  long  occupied  by  the  Bank  of  South  Carolina, 
was  purchased  about  ten  years  ago  by  the  society,  and  the  upper  story, 
consisting  of  one  room  40  feet  by  35,  and  two  others,  each  20  feet 
square,  ^?as  fitted  up  at  an  expense  of  $2,000  for  the  library.  The  rooms 
on  the  first  story  are  rented  as  offices.  A  three-story  brick  building  be- 
longing to  the  estate  is  rented  as  a  dwelling-house. 

^'A  catalogue  of  the  books  belonging  to  the  Charleston  Library  Society, 
pubhshed  by  order  of  the  society,"  containing  37-5  pages  8vo.,>vas 
printed  at  Charleston  in  1826.  This  is  a  classed  catalogue,  with  an  alpha- 
betical index  of  authors  and  the  titles  of  anonymous  works.  The  prelace 
contains  a  minute  history  of  the  society,  with  some  excellent  remarks  on 
the  arrangement  and  cataloguing  of  a  library.  _ 

Volume  two  of  the  catalogue,  containing  books  purchased  since  lS*/iO> 
in  144  pp.  Svo.,  was  printed  at  Charleston  in  1845.  This  volume  is 
classified,  but  the  classification  is  different  from  that  of  the  first  volume. 
It  has  no  index.  .  .         , 

"A  list  of  books  obtained  by  the  Charleston  Library'  Society  since  the 
publication  of  the  second  volume  of  the  catalogue  of  books,  being  the 
first  supplemeni  to  the  same,  prepared  by  the  librarian,  and  prmted  by 
order  of  the  society,"  was  published  in  1847,  at  Charleston.  It  is  alpha- 
betical,  and  contains  23  pages  8vo.  Several  catalogues  were  printed 
before  the  destruction  of  the  first  hbrarj^:  in  1790,  m  1802,  m  18(,>6,  an- 
other  in  1811,  when  the  library  contained  7,000  volumes.  Some  supple- 
mentary pages  were  printed  in  1816  an  i  ISIS. 

The  library  is  open  every  day,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted,  trom 
10  o'clock  a.  m.  to  3  o'clock  p.  m.  About  5,000  volumes  are  lent  out 
annually  to  members  of  the  society  or  to  their  orders.  The  book  com- 
mittee may  extend  the  privileges  of  the  library  occasionaUy  to  others. 
William  Lo2:an,  secretary  and  librarian. 

The  following  interesting  sketch  of  the  historj^  of  this  important  insti- 
tution is  taken  from  the  preface  to  the  catalogue  of  1826: 

"The  Charleston  Library  Society  owes  hs  origin  to  seventeen  young 
gentlemen,  who,  in  the  year  1748,  associated  for  the  purpose  of  rai^mg  a 
small  fund  to  'collect  such  new  pamphlets'  and  magazines  as  should 
occasionally  be  published  in  Great  Britain.  They  advanced  and  remitted 
to  London  ten  pounds  sterling  as  a  fund  to  purchase  such  pamphlets  as 
had  appeared  during  the  current  year,  acting  at  first  under  a  mere  verbal 
agreement  and  without  a  name.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  their  views 
became  more  extensive;  and  on  the  28tli  December,  rules  tor  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  society  v.-ere  ratified  and  signed,  when  they  assumed  tae  nam£ 
of  a  Library  Society,  and  made  arrangements  for  the  acquisition  of  bookf 
as  well  as  of  ramphlets.  .^        ,     r  v 

''Officei-s  were  first  elected  on  the  1st  of  April,  1749,  and  a  few  membeR 
were  added  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  that  year.  But  as  soon  ai 
the  benefits  of  such  an  association  were  distinctly  understood,  the  society 
became  popular,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  1750  numbered  mo» 
than  160  members. 
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.  ^'Efforts  were  made  at  an  early  period  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation. 
in  the  spring  of  1751,  through  the  influence  of  some  of  its  members,  a 
bill  for  incorporating  the  society  was  passed  through  both  houses  of  As- 
sembly, but  was  defeated  by  the  governor,  who  refused  his  assent  and 
signature.  In  the  spring  of  1752  another  bill  was  passed  through  the 
legislature,  which  shared  the  same  fate;  and  in  1753  the  agent  of  the 
colony  in  London  was  requested  to  make  every  exertion  in  his  power  to 
obtain  from  the  Privy  Council  in  Great  Britain  a  charter  for  the  society, 
or  instructions  to  the  governor  to  ratify  the  act  which  both  houses  of  the 
Colonial  Assembly  had  passed.  Upon  an  application  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  the  agent,  and  some  gentlemen  who  interested  themselves  in 
behalf  of  the  society,  they  were  informed  that  the  measure  was  not  con- 
sidered as  contrary  to  his  Majesty's  instructions,  but  that  it  was  unprece- 
dented to  ratify  in  England  a  bill  to  which  the  governor  of  a  province 
had  refused  his  assent. 

<*It  is  diificult  now  to  ascertain  the  causes  which  created  these  obstruc- 
tions to  the  incorporation  of  a  literary  society.  But  the  etfect  was  injurious, 
and  had  nearly  produced  a  dissolution  of  the  association.  The  members 
finally  resolved  to  place  their  funds  at  interest,  and  make  no  further  pur- 
chases until  a  charter  could  be  obtained.  A  third  bill,  however,  was  passed 
in  1754,  to  which  G  ivernorGlen  finally  gave  his  assent,  and  on  the  24th 
June,  1755,  it  was  confirmed  by  the  Crown. 

*^From  this  time  the  progress  of  the  society  was  rapid  and  satisfactory. 
The  members  continued  to  invest  a  portion  of  their  income  in  bonds,  and 
soon  began  to  embrace  in  their  views  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
for  education  in  connexion  with  their  library. 

'^Such  was  the  increase  of  their  funds,  that  in  January,  1775,  the 
amount  in  bonds  was  ^J'l  8,000,  and  between  two  and  three  thousand 
pounds  were  added  to  this  sum  between  this  period  and  the  1st  of  January, 
1778. 

"The  library  of  the  society,  at  the  same  time,  was  receiving  regular  ad- 
ditions from  annual  purchases  and  the  donations  of  individuals,  which 
were  then  frequent.  Great  attention  appears,  from  the  minutes  of  the 
societ}'-,  to  have  been  paid  at  this  period  to  classical  literature,  and  many 
-discussions  took  place  as  to  the  portion  of  the  funds  which  should  be 
annually  applied  to  this  department  of  literature.  The  collection  of  clas- 
sical authors  and  of  commentators  on  the  classics  was  not  only  respecta- 
ble from  its  number,  but  valuable  for  the  selection;  tor  some  excellent 
scholars  then  superintended  this  portion  of  its  labors. 

''It  was  in  all  probability  this  steady  adherence  of  the  society  to  the 
future  establishment  of  an  academy  or  college,  (for  the  professors  indicated 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  were  adapted  to  a  collegiate  course  of 
studies,)  and  the  complexion  of  the  library,  that  iiilucod  Mr.  John 
M'Kenzie,  a  lawyer  of  eminence  in  Charleston,  w!io  died  in  the  summer 
of  1771,  to  bequeath  a  valuable  library  to  the  society  for  the  use  of  a 
college  when  erected  in  this  province,  These  books  were  received,  dis- 
.tinctly  marked,  and  always  kept  apart  from  the  books  of  the  society. 

"  The  commencement  of  our  revolutionary  struggle  suspended  all 
schemes  of  iraprovetnent.  It  soon  became  difficult  for  the  society  to  col- 
lect its  funds — it  became  more  difficult  to  invest  them;  a  large  sum  was 
placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  State,  and  the  certificates  of  this  debt  were 
for  a  long  time  unproductive  memorandums. 

^^  But  a  heavier  calamity  awaited  the  society.     The  fire  of  the  15th 
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January,  177S,  -which  destroyed  nearly  one  half  of  Charleston;  broke  out  ii 
a  little  after  midniglit  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  library.  From  the  }< 
hour,  the  violence  of  a  north  wind  which  unfortunately  blew,  and  the  com-  •: 
bustible  materials  with  which  our  houses  were  usually  built,  the  neigh-  i, 
borhood  was  enveloped  in  flames  before  any  effectual  assistance  could  be  i] 
rendered.  The  library,  which  then  contained,  according  to  the  state-  |i 
ment  of  Dr.  Ramsay,  who  was  a  member  at  the  tmie,  between  five  and  |i 
six  thousand  volumes,  almost  totally  perished.  A  melancholy  record  on  ! 
the  journals  states  that  only  185  volumes  were  saved;,  and  many  of  these  |j 
were  volumes  of  mutilated  sets.  ;; 

"  M'Kenzie's  library,  from  some  circumstance,  probably  accidental,  ,' 
f£u:ed  better  than  that  of  the  society:  about  two-thirds  of  the  books  were  \\ 
saved,  though  many  of  the  sets  were  broken.  !i 

•'  This  loss  could  not  at  that  time  be  repaired.  The  war  closed  ourcom-  < 
munication  with  England,  and  the  British  maritime  force  intercepted  our  ji 
intercourse  with  Europe.  A  few  books  were  procured  in  the  city,  but  < 
Charleston  itself  fell  into  the  possession  of  the  British  in  the  spring  of  17S0.   u 

"  Prom  a  report  made  to  the  society  in  October,  1786,  it  appears  that  {l 
Fr.  J.  Fariau,  who  had  been  elected  librarian  in  January,  1780,  remained  'i 
in  Charleston  during  the  time  that  this  city  was  occupied  by  the  British  i 
troops;  that  he  took  charge  of  the  library,  removing  it  with  him  from  place  i 
to  place  as  circumstances  compelled  him  to  change  his  habitation,  and  that  i 
it  was  owing  to  his  assiduous  care  that  the  remnants  of  these  libraries  were  \ 
saved  from  entire  destruction.  i 

"  Immediately  after  the  peace  the  society  was  reorganized,  officers  were  I 
appointed,  and  its  meetings  regularly  resumed.  But  its  funds  were  in  a  | 
ruinous  condition.  Its  members  had  been  widely  scattered  by  the  acci-  | 
dents  of  war.  Some  had  perished,  many  left  the  country,  and  those  that  j 
remained  could  render  but  little  effectual  aid  to  its  treasury.  The  coim-  « 
try  had  been  rendered  desolate.  The  fortunes  of  individuals  were  pros-  | 
trated,  and  where  the  bonds  remaining  to  the  society  were  eventually  j 
good,  it  was  diflicuit  to  collect  either  the  principal  or  the  interest.  For 
several  years,  although  some  few  purchases  of  books  were  made,  the  so-  j 
ciety  seemed  to  exist  rather  as  a  social  club  than  as  a  literary  association,  j 

"  If  a  catalogue  entered  on  the  books  on  the  3d  November,  1790,  is  i 
faithful — and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  its  correctness — the  library  of  j 
the  society  then  contained  only  342  volumes,  and  M'Kenzie^s  books  were  ( 
reduced  to  403  volumes.  The  librarian's  minutes  corroborate  this  state-  j 
ment,  for  they  show  that,  in  1790  and  '91 ,  it  was  uncommon  for  more  j 
than  three  persons  to  take  out  books  in  the  course  of  a  month,  and  in  j 
some  months  none  were  borrowed.  j 

"  At  length,  m  1790,  some  debts  due  the  society  were  put  in  a  train  for  j 
payment,  and  the  indents  which  had  been  received  for  the  money  de-  | 
posited  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  the  treasury  of  the  State,  j 
amounting  to  about  $11,000,  which,  though  frequently  urged,  it  had  i 
wisely  declined  to  sell,  were  funded  and  rendered  valuable.  It  was  then  , 
ordered  that  this  stock  should  be  sold;  that  .'5^6,400  should  be  subscribed  : 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  whatever' ; 
sum  should  be  received  from  their  bonds  or  notes,  should  be  applied  i 
to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  resolutions  for  the  establishment  of  i 
an  academy  were  at  this  time  finally  repealed.  The  books  which  ] 
were  imported  in  consequence  of  these  orders,  and  which,  from  many  | 
circumstances,  were  delayed  until  the  close  of  the  year  1792,   may  ' 
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be  considered  as  the  foundation  of  our  present  collection.  From  this 
time  the  increase  of  the  Ubrary  has  been  regular  though  moderate,  and 
the  early  misfortunes  of  the  society  will  account  for  its  deficiency  in  an- 
cient literature,  and  even  in  the  political  writings  which  preceded  our 
revolutionary  contest.  In  1808,  tlie  books  in  the  library  amounted  to 
4,500  volumes;  by  the  catalogue  of  1811,  to  7,000;'  and  the  number  now 
jwobably  exceeds  12,000. 

"If  this  library  should  be  found  small,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it 
has  been  formed  within  a  few  years,  from  the  very  moderate  contribution 
of  its  members.  It  has  no  patron  to  boast  of — no  act  of  public  munifi- 
cence to  record.  If  we  except  a  few  donations  of  single  volumes  or  sets 
of  books,*  and  one  legacy  from  Benjamin  Smith,  in  1770,  of  about  $600, 
(=^1,000  currency,)  we  find  no  memorial  of  other  assistance. 

"  Previous  to  1765,  the  library  was  kept  at  the  houses  of  the  respective 
librarians. 

"  Gabriel  Manigault,  esq.,  who  had  been  president  or  vice  president  of 
the  society  for  many  years,  then  presented  the  society  with  a  lease  for 
twenty-one  years  of  a  convenient  building,  in  or  near  Kinloch  court, 
and  prepared  it  for  the  library  at  his  own  expense;  and  the  library  was 
removed  there  in  the  beginning  of  1765,  and  continued  until  the  fire  of 
1778.  Mr.  Carwithen  died  in  the  summer  of  1770,  and  Will.  Hort  was 
appointed  librarian;  he  resigned  in  a  few  months,  and  Thomas  Powell 
was  elected  on  the  4th  February,  1771;  after  holding  the  office  four- 
teen months  he  resigned,  and  Samuel  Price  succeeded  in  April,  1772;  he 
continued  in  oflice  until  the  end  of  1778,  and  Fr.  J.  Fariau  was  elected 
in  1779,  and  again  in  1780,  and  continued  librarian  until  the  summer 
of  1783.  After  the  fire  of  1778,  temporary  accommodations  were  pro- 
cured for  the  library.  In  January,  1780,  VVill.  H.  Gibbes,  esq.,  offered 
a  part  of  his  office;  the  remnants  of  the  library,  however,  appear  to  have 
been  cased  up  after  this  time,  for,  in  April,  1783,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed '  to  inquire  for  a  proper  room,  that  the  books  may  be  opened.' 
Mr.  Dan.  Cannon  loaned  the  society  a  room  in  Queen  street  for  a  short 
time;  but  when  Mr.  John  M'Call  was  elected  librarian  on  the  1st  July, 
1783,  he  removed  the  books  to  his  office.  In  April,  1784,  the  intendant 
and  wardens  of  the  city  offered  the  society  a  room  in  the  Exchange, 
whither  the  books  were  removed.  In  October,  1787,  the  council  required 
their  room,  and  the  library  was  placed  at  the  corner  of  Broad  street  and 
the  bay.  In  January,  1788,  it  was  removed  to  the  corner  of  Tradd  street 
and  the  bay.  In  January,  1791,  it  was  again  removed  to  tlie  corner  of 
Broad  and  Church  streets,  and  in  November,  1792,  finally  placed  in  the 
room  it  now  occupies  in  the  upper  story  of  the  court-house. 

"  When  the  court-house  was  rebuilt  by  subscription,  after  having  been 
burnt  in  1788,  the  members  of  the  Library  Society  subscribed  very 
liberally,  and  promoted  the  subscription  with  their  inllnence,  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  their  books  would  be  permitted  to  occupy  some  portion 

I  *"  It  deserves  to  be  noticed  tliat  the  individual  to  whom  this  society  has  been  most  Trequently 
i»'id  perhaps  most  extensively  indebted,  is  an  inhabitant  of  Paris.  Passing;  some  time  in  Caro- 
lina with  his  father,  many  years  as,o,  they  received  from  some  of  its  inhabitants  these  hospitable 
fjtentions  which  the  citizens  of  ihis  country  take  so  much  pleasure  in  paying  to  strani:;tr8,and 
'.'^e  courtesy  has  never  been  forgotten.  Scarcely  a  year  for  some  time  past  has  elapsed  without 
!j  "eceiving  from  him  some  volume  or  work  as  a  testimonial  of  his  remembrance.  I  allude  to 
jdre  Michaux,  the  younger,  the  author  of  the  splendid  work  on  the  Forest  Trees  of  North 
Aiuexica." 
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of  the  building — and  in  this  arrangement  there  has  been  hitherto  a  Hberal 
acquiescence." 

Apprentices^  Library — 8,500  vols. — Tiie  society  was  incorporated  ISth 
December,  1824,  and  rechartered  in  l^ecember,  1840.  T)ie  library  was 
first  opened  June  1 ,  1824.  It  now  contains  about  8^500  volumes;  about 
50  maps  and  charts,  3nd  six  portraits  of  gentlemen  distinguished  in  the 
Revolution;  also  a  philosophical  apparatus,  worth  about  500  dollars,  and 
a  pair  of  globes  of  three  feet  diameter,  and  new.  The  average  annual  in- 
crease is  about  500  volumes.  The  average  annual  expenditure  for  books 
is  about  $150.  A  brick  building  with  a  tin  roof  was  erected  for  the  in- 
stitution in  1840,  at  a  cost  of  $;14,500.  It  is  78  feet  long,  34  feet  wide,i 
and  two  stories  high.  The  upper  story  is  occupied  solely  as  a  lecture- 
room.  The  lower  story  contains  a  library  37  feet  by  29,  and  two  reading- 
rooms,  each  23  feet  by  12.  A  catalogue  (336  pages  small  8vo.)  was 
printed  in  1840. 

The  library  is  open  every  day  (except  Sundays)  from  4  o'clock  p.  ni. 
till  9  in  winter,  and  10  in  summer.  Books  are  lent  to  members  of  the  so- 
ciety, their  families,  and  apprentices,  and  to  other  young  persons  recom- 
mended by  members  as  beneficiaries.  Each  member  pays  one  dollar  for 
admission,  and  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  annum  in  advance.  About 
800  or  900  books,  and  sets  of  books,  are  taken  out  annually;  or,  on  a 
daily  average,  about  22  books  to  about  18  applicants.  All  strangers  are 
welcomed  to  the  use  of  the  books  at  the  library.  Besides  these,  eight  or 
ten  residents  resort  to  it  daily  as  a  reading  room.  "The  old  books, 
and  those  not  often  consulted,  unless  bound  with  Russia  leather,  are 
apt  to  be  injured  by  insects.  They  may  be  saved  by  taking  them  out 
every  week  or  two  and  striking  the  backs  together,  also  by  clippings  of 
Russia  leather  scattered  about  on  the  shelves."  William  Estell,  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  and  librarian. 

The  Library  of  the  College  of  Charlesto7i — 2,000  vols. — In  the  year 
1785,  three  colleges — one  at  Charleston,  another  at  VVinnsborough,  and  a 
third  at  Cambridge — received  a  common  charter  from  the  legislature  of 
South  Carolina.  In  1791  a  separate  charter  was  granted  to  the  College  of 
Charleston.  This  institution  was  reorganized  on  the  20th  of  December, 
1837,  at  which  time  an  act  of  the  legislature  was  passed  authorizing  the 
transfer  of  ail  the  college  property  to  the  city  council  of  Charleston.  The 
city  council  is  bound  to  maintain  the  college. 

The  library  was  commenced  about  40  years  ago.  In  the  year  1828,  a' 
considerable  donation  of  valuable  books  was  made  by  the  citizerss  of 
Charleston.  The  library  contains  at  present  about  2,000  volumes.  ''A 
Catalogue  of  the  books  in  the  Library  of  the  Charleston  College,"  con- 
taining 36  pages  12mo.,  was  printed  at  Charleston  in  1849.  William  Pe- 
ronneau  Finley,  president  of  Charleston  College. 

The  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina — 2,450  vols. — The 
library  of  the  Medical  Society  contains  2,450  volumes.  About  120  dol- 
lars are  yearly  expended  for  books.  The  library  occupies  a  room,  say  22 
by  18  feet,  in  the  Medical  College.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1834,  and 
another,  containing  40  pages  8vo.,  in  1842.  The  library  is  open  four 
times  a  week  for  two  hours,  and  is  freely  accessible  to  members  of  the 
Medical  Society,  and  all  others  to  whom  they  may  grant  permits.  About 
350  volumes  are  annually  lent  out;  and  about  250  persons  each  year  con- 
sult the  library  without  taking  away  books.  Dr.  S.  L.  Lockwood, 
librarian. 
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CQLUMBIA. 


South  Carolina  College  Lihraries-lS.mvoh-lnim,  there  ^va  on 
ct  of  he  legislature  to  purchase  books  for  the  co  lege  library.  The  col  lee - 
bn  at  preseSt  contains  above  17,000  volumes,  inckuhng  an  """^"^I'y  %8^ 
^oportion  of  elegantly  illustrated  works.  Its  annual  increase  is  abo  t  5(^ 
ro'umes  Therl  is  an  annual  appropriation  by  the  legislature  of  ^<2  WK) 
br  r  libraiy.  A  brick  building  was  erected  in  1838,  for  the  use  of  he 
;h,-,rv  nt  a  cost  of  ^22,000.  There  are  two  rooms  on  the  sides  ol  tne 
^sa^;  in  the  lower  sto'ry.  The  library  room  is  100  feet  by  40,  and  is 
Setled  after  the  Congres's  Library.  An  --hr«^\-5r^;;S%''f  8vT 
mi  to  conv  the  plan.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1836,  of  1 12  PP-  »y^o-> 
Z  red  by  Edward  W.  Johnston.  Another,  151  pp.  8vo.  was  published 
nS49.     It  IS  intended  merely  for  temporary  use,  whilst  a  more  perfect 

"ThV  l^^is^^  every  d.y  in  the  week,  except  Sunday,  fiom  9 

"'pei-ions^TtWed  to  the  use  of  the  books  are  the  trustees,  faculty,  and 
students  all  who  present  i^lOO  worth  of  books,  and  others  who  have  a 
fpecS  permission  Lm  the  trustees.  Any  gentlemau  can  get  a  book  by 
using  the  name  of  a  trustee  or  professor.    F.  W.  McMaster,  hbraiian. 

Students'  societies—  r^r.a  vnlnmes 

Clasiosophic  Society  Library  -  -  -         /^OO  volumes. 

Euphradian  Society  Library  -        ,    '       .     '.     „^!,„trx.      Th« 

The  college  hbrary  is  one  of  the  best  selected  m  ^l^^  ^^^    7'   X. 
learned  aid  of  Profeslr  Lieber  has  been  bestowed  upon  it^  led^htu     of 
tion  is  far  more  valuable  than  many  of  twice  its  size      T:^^?;^^^^^^^^^^^ 
South  Carolina  has  abundant  reason  to  be  proud  ^^  '  ,^ j^^^;^^.  ^^^'^^ 
isfied  with  the  manner  in  whicii  it  has  been  seconded  by  the  othcers  oi 

'' m!S|w  Se^^ary  of  the  Synod  of Jo.th  O^f-^^^^^i^' 
4,754  m§.-This  institution  was  established  ^^y  !^^e  Presbytenaus  m 
1828,  went  into  operation  in  1S31,  wasincorporated  m  lSo2^^  of  the  booS 
was  Commenced  in  1830,  and  contains  4,5o4  ^^;^"\^^,  ,^^^".^^^^^^ 
have  been  presented  by  individuals;  yet,  for  the- whole  time  since  me 
Ubiary  was 'commenced',  the  average  annual  expenditure  for  book  has 
been  ^243.  The  library  is  temporarily  placed  in  a  lofty  room,  ^o  leet 
iTll  in  one  of  the  fadings  of  the  s.nmaiy  -^^^^^^  P-.^-  ,- 
five  times  a  week,  one  hour  each  time,      i'l^^e  is  "^  P'^  ^^ 

The  officers  and  students  of  the   seminary    ^^\%l''^''l^,[,,X^^ 
men  of  the  town,  are  allowed   the   ^^^e  oMle     oo^^^^       .^H  ve  tlie 

volumes  a  year  are  lent  out.     I^^'^^^^^.^^Ve^i,   ^^^^rites    -A 
books  been  injured  at  any  time  ^y  insect        ^^.^  hbia^^^^^^^^ 
injured  by  a  small  shiny  moth,  which  ^ats  ofl  the  pa.t^^^^     e   caterpillar 
bound   books,   and    sometimes  by  a  blackish  worm  ^_J  ^'|e  \ 

kind,  the  product  of  a  brown,  mil  er  or  mo  h,  whicl^  ^^^,  ^,,,. 
ina.     It  is  also  found  that,  in  this  ^^limate,  except  mi 
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The  ^'Society  of  Inquiry,"  composed  of  students  of  the  seminar\%  pos-I 
sesses  about  'iOU  volumes.  It  maintains  also  a  reading-room,  in  which '^ 
the  prmcipal  newspapers  and  reviews  of  this  country  are  taken,  as  well  as! 
the  reviews  of  Great  Britam,  and  one  or  two  German  publications.  Tliis 
room  is  accessible  at  all  hours.  There  is  also  under  the  control  of  this^ 
society  a  museum,  containing  articles  illustrative  of  the  natural  historv! 
and  superstitious  usages  of  heathen  nations.  Rev.  George  Howe,  D.  D  . 
libraiuan  of  the  seminary.  ''■. 

FAIRFIELD  DISTRICT.  I 

Purman  Theoh,^ical  Seminary  Library— \, 5m  vols.— This  is  a  Baptist  I 
institution,  established  in  1826.  ^       ■] 

I 

GREENWOOD,  ABBEVILLE  DISTRICT.  ! 

Hodges  Institute— 5m  vols.— The  Sopronean  Society  of  this  institution  i 
possesses  about  300  volumes.  There  is,  besides,  a  reference  library  of  i 
4100  volumes.  The  institute  was  incorporated  in  1848.  It  is  the  design  ^ 
ot  the  trustees  to  make  the  institution  one  of  the  first  order.  Issachar  ' 
Howard,  librarian.  I 

LEXINGTON  COURT-HOUSE.  j 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church— \  ,560  '' 
^&.-The  library,  founded  in  1S33,  contains  1,560  volumes,  besides  \ 
many  pamphlets.  The  libraiy  is  kept  at  present  in  the  house  where  the  ) 
lectures  are  given,  and  occupies  a  room  25  feet  long  and  10  feet  wide.  It  ^ 
IS  hoped  that  better  accommodations  will  soon  be  obtained  There  is  a  j 
written  catalogue,  somewhat  in  arrears.  The  library  is  open  for  taking  ' 
out  and  returning  books  every  Wednesday  from  8  to  12  o'clock  The  i 
library  is  intended  for  the  use  of  the  students  of  the  seminary  and  the  ^ 
ministers  of  the  Lutlieran  church.  Others  may  be  admitted  to  its  privi- 
in?.?  7\f  PP  .f  ^^^^^^^  %  the  professor  of  theology,  who  has  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  hbrary— Professor  Ernest  W.  Hazelius,  D.  D.,  Librarian  ' 


GEORGIA. 

ATHENS. 


Franklin  Colkge  Libraries— IQ ,2m  vols.— The  present  college  library 
was  commenced  in  1831,  the  former  one  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  in 
October,  1830.  It  contains  7,267  volumes,  59  maps  and  charts,  a  medal 
struck  in  commemoration  of  the  victory  at  Saratoga,  3  gold,  94  silver,  and 
^49  copper  coins,  ancient  and  modern.  The  yearly  average  increase  for 
the  last  ten  years  has  been  about  .132  volumes.  The  annual  expenditure 
for  books  during  the  same  period,  about  .^600.  The  income  of  the  librafy 
is  derived  h-om  appropriations  by  the  trustees  of  the  college.  In  1835  a 
brick  building  was  erected  fur  the  accommodation  of  the  library  and  mia- 
eralogical  cabuiet,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.  It  is  50  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide, 
measuring  from  the  outside  of  the  walls.  It  is  two  stories  high,  with  two 
rooms  on  each  floor.     The  books  are  arranged  according  to  subjects      A 
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catalogue  was  published -about  twelve  years  ago.  Another  was  printed  in 
1817,  entitled  "Catalogue  of  Books  iu  the  Library  of  the  University  of 
Georgia,  by  Professor  James  Jackson,  librarian;  published  by  order  of  the 
board  of  trustees:  Athens,  lS-17:"  small  l2mo.,  69  pages.  The  titles  are 
distributed  under  twenty-eight  classes,  corresponding  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  books  upon  the  shelves.  The  library  is  opened  four  times  a 
week — Monday  to  Tliursday,  inclusive — and  is  kept  open  from  half  an 
hour  to  an  hour  each  time.  The  trustees,  faculty,  resident  and  under- 
graduates are  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  books.  Under-graduates  are  re- 
quired to  return  or  renew  them  every  two  weeks.  Literary  gentlemen 
and  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  place  are,  on  the  respoi^ibility  of  the 
faculty,  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  library.  The  trustees  and  faculty 
alone  are  allowed  to  take  books  out  of  the  town.  Professor  James  Jack- 
son, librarian. 

The  Libraries  of  the  Franklin  Society  and  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Society 
contain  3,000  volumes. 

AUGUSTA. 

Library  of  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia — 4,000  vols, — Tins  library'', 
ifounded  in  1833,  contains  4,000  volumes.  The  average  yearly  increase 
is  about  150  volumes.  The  expenditure  for  books,  $200.  The  library 
!:>ccupies  a  room  in  the  college  building  25  feet  by  35,  and  is  opened  daily 
'during  the  forenoon.  The  faculty  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  books  by 
[baving  the  -work  taken  out  charged  to  the  borrower;  the  students,  by  de- 
positing $10  as  security  for  the  return  of  each  volume.  L.  A.  Dugas, 
M.  D.,  librarian. 

The  Young  Men^s  Librajy — 1,510  vols. — The  Young  Men's  Library 
A.ssociation  was  founded  27th  January,  1848.  It  expends  about  ,-s200  a 
^ear  in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  society  rents  two  rooms,  each  40 
feet  by  20,  in  a  brick  building — one  for  the  library,  and  the  other  for  a 
::-eading-room.  The  library  is  open  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  from  8  to 
;i0  a.  m.,  and  from  3  to  10  p.  m.  Persons  become  life  members  by  pay- 
iing  $50.  Regular  members  pay  $4  a  year.  Members  are  allowed  to  in- 
iroduce  strangers  to  the  usu  of  the  library  for  two  weeks.  The  library  at 
oresent  contains  about  1,510  volumes.  Thomas  Courtney,  librarian. 
t 

:i  MACON. 

ll 

I  Wesleijan  Female  College  Library — 350  vols. — The  college  was  incor- 
mrated  in  November,  1837,  and  opened  for  students  in  January,  1830. 
The  library  was  commenced  with  the  college,  and  now  (January,  1850) 
»utains  about  350  volumes,  a  few  valuable  ancient  coins,  a  respectable 
iabinet  of  minerals,  and  a  {e\v  antiquities,  mostly  the  fruit  of  private  de- 
lations. The  library  occupies  a  room  in  the  college  edifice,  and  is  acces- 
dble  at  all  hours  of  every  day.  The  use  of  the  books  is  free  to  the  ollicers 
ind  pupils  of  the  school. 

MILLEDGEVILI.E. 

Oglethorpe  University  Libraries — 4,000  vols. — The  college  library  was 
bunded  with  the  college,  in  1838.     It  contains  about  2,000  volumes, 
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mostly  donations,  and  occupies  a  large  and  airy  room  in  the  college  edi 
fice.  It  is  oj)ened  twice  a  week — one  hour  each  time.  The  laws  allow 
of  the  books  bciug  lent,  within  a  mile  of  the  college,  at  the  discVetion  o: 
the  president.  Persons  connected  with  the  college  may  use  them  withoui 
fee.  The  two  literary  societies  (the  Tlialian  and  tlie  Phi  Delta)  have  well- 
selected  libraries  of  1,000  volumes  each. 

OXFORD. 

Emory  Collerre — 2,700  vols. — The  college  libraiy,  founded  in  1S!:?9 
contains  1 ,020  volumes,  increasing  by  donations  alone.  It  occupies  a  roon 
20  feet  square  in  the  college  buildina;.  There  is  no  printed  catalogtie 
The  library  is  opened  four  days  eacli  week,  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  Pro 
fessors  and  students  are  allowed  to  use  the  books  without  charge.  Abou 
230  volumes  are  taken  out  each  year.  There  are  two  societies  of  studeut 
having  libraries.  The  Pew  Society  has  725  volumes;  the  Phi  Gamia* 
Society,  960  volumes.     Rev.  J.  M.  IJonnell,  librarian. 

PENNFIELD. 

Mercer  Zhiivcrsity — 4,000  vols. — The  library  was  commenced  wh«i 
the  college  was  chartered  in  1S38,  and  now  contains  3,000  volumes.  Tiii 
available  funds  of  the  college  have  hitheito  been  devoted  mainly  to  thi 
purchase  of  apparatus  and  the  erection  of  buildings,  whilst  the  library  ha 
remained  nearly  stationary.  It  is,  howerer,  expected  soon  to  receiv» 
more  attention.  There  are  two  other  small  but  annually-increasing 
libraries  connected  with  the  college.  S.  P.  Sanford,  librarian.  Th 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  is  connected  with  the  university. 

SAVAXNAU. 

Historical  Society  Library  and Savaiviah  Society  L'^hrary — 7,000z/-o/5. 
The  Georgia  Historical  Society  M^as  founded  in  June,  1839,  and  incoi 

.porated  the  10th  of  December  of  the  same  year.  It  has  published  severs 
volumes  of  Collections.  The  legislature  confided  to  the  care  of  the  societ 
the  invaluable  documents  obtained  in  England  by  the  Rev.  Charles  W 
Howard,  at  a  large  expense  to  the  State.  ''These  are  comprised  in  2. 
volumes  foho.  Fifteen  are  from  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  si 
from  the  State  Paper  office,  and  one  from  the  King's  Library;  forming 
body  of  historical  information  full  of  the  most  interesting  statements,  lei 

.  ters;  and  reports  relating  to  the  colonial  period  of  Georgia." 

The  Savannah  Society  Library  has  been  lately  united  with  that  of  th 
Historical  Society.  They  together  contain  about  7,000  volumes. — [Se 
Account  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  by  W.  B.  Stevens,  M.  U 
American  Quarterly  Register,  May,  1840,  p.  344.] 

^'  This  province  [Georgia]  was  scarce  thirty  years  settled  before  it  ha, 
three  fine  libraries  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  the  fourth  at  Ebenezer,  and. 
fifth  96f  miles  from  the  sea,  upon  the  stream  of  Savannah.  In  these  librJ 
ries  could  be  had  books  written  in  the  Chaldaic,  Hebrew,  Arabic,  Siriac 
Coptic,  iMalabar,  Greek,  Latin,  French,  German,  Dutch,  and  Spanish 
besides  the  FiUglish,  viz:  in  thirteen  languages." — [De  Brahm'sGeorgi? 
privately  "printed  by  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  in  1S49,  from  an  old  Mfi 
in  Harvard  University  Library.] 


159  [  120  ] 

ALABAMA. 


LA  GRANGE. 

College  Library — 3,000  vols. 

MAraoN. 


Hoimrd  College. -r-Thfi  librarv,  founded  in  1842,  contains  1,500  vols. 
It  is  opened  once  a  week  for  Jwlf  an  hour.  S.  S.  Sherman,  president. 
This  is  a  literary  and  theological  institution,  and  the  library  is  conse- 
quently designed  to  be  literary  and  theological. 


MOBILE. 


The  Franklin  Society,  founded  17th  January,  1835.  The  library  con- 
tains 1,454  volumes,  with  a  few  coins  and  maps.  Of  late  years  but  few- 
additions  hare  been  made  to  the  libra,ry,  the  attention  of  the  socieiy  hav- 
ing been  mostly  turned  to  maintaining  a  reading  room.  The  Franklin 
So1:iety  and  the  societies  of  Free  Masons  have  erected  a  brick  building 
for  the'ir  joint  accommodation.  The  room  of  the  Franklin  Society  is  a 
parallelogram,  62  feet  by  32.  The  library  and  reading-room  are  open 
daily  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  society  and  subscribers  to  the  reading- 
room.     The  books  are  used  in  the  room.     P.  Hamilton,  president. 

spRixg;  HILL. 

College  Lihrarij — 4,000  vob. 

TUSCUMBIA. 

The  Literary  and  Scientific  Club,  formed  in  1S49,  meet  weekly  to  dis- 
cuss questions  and  submit  essays,  some  of  which  have  already  been  pub- 
lished. A  fund  is  accumulating  gradually  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
The  secretary  is  GJ.  M.  Wharton. 

TUSCALOOSA. 

The  Unirersity  of  Alabama— 1 ,122  vols.-~T\\Q  library  was  founded  in 
1831,  and  contains  4,500  volumes.  The  yearly  average  increase,  for  the 
last  ten  years,  has  been  159  volumes.  There  is  a  stated  annual  appro- 
priation of  ^200  lor  the  library.  Within  the  last  five  years  the  trustees 
have  made  two  extra  appropriations  of  «5500  each.  The  library  is  in  the 
''  Rotundo,"  which  is  occupied,  besides,  as  a  chapel,  and  for  public  ex- 
hibitions. The  library  room  is  a  large  circular  apartment,  85  leet  in 
diameter.  The  whole'building  cost  $75,000.  The  foundation,  to  about 
four  feet  above  the  surface,  is  of  sandstone;  the  residue  of  brick.  1  he 
first  printed  catalogue— a  pamphlet — was  published  in  1S3S.  The  last — a 
.volume  of  257  pages  8vo.— was  printed  in  1848. 

The  library  is  opened  twice  a  week,  and  kept  open  about  an  hour  each 
time.  The  trustees,  faculty,  resident  grnduntes,  students,  and  donors  to 
the  amount  of  |5l00  lo  the  Ubrary;  are  entitled  to  the  use  ot  it,  and  may 
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take  out  books.    About  SOO  volumes  are  lent  annually.    Robert  S.  Gould, ) 
librarian.     The  two  students'  libraries  contain  2,6:^3  volumes. 

The  first  catalogue  of  the  library  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Richard  Furman. ',1 
It  was  classified.  The  second  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Wilson  G.  Richard- t-i 
son,  M.  A.,  now  professor  in  the  university.  It  is  on  the  plan  of  thei^ 
catalogue  of  Brown  University  Library.  This  elegant  catalogue  is  highly  ii 
reditable  to  the  institution,  and  honorable  to  the  industry,  taste,  and  i 
earning  of  the  gentleman  who  prepared  it.  A  few  such  publications  will  ' 
establish  a  high  standard  of  excellence  for  the  catalogues  of  even  small  ; 
libraries,  and  will  demonstrate  their  value.  ^'A  catalogue,"  says  Mr.  Van  ; 
der  VVeyer,  ''is  like  the  eye  of  a  library."  Let  the  eye,  therefore,  be  J 
perfect,  that  the  whole  body  may  be  full  of  light.  ) 

FLORIDA.  I 

PEXSACOLA.  ] 

1 

The  Naval  Hospital. — The  library  of  the  Naval  Hospital  was  founded  \ 
January  1(3,  IS-IT,  and  contains  at  present  1,337  volumes,  besides  pam-  |j 
phlets.  The  library  has  been  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions  of  the  | 
inmates  of  the  hospital,  and  of  benevolent  individuals,  officers  of  the  j 
navy,  (fcc.  Mr.  Secretary  Mason  directed  S150  to  be  given  from  the  1 
Naval  Hospital  fund.  A  considerable  number  of  donations  have  been  i 
received.  The  library  room  is  in  the  hospital,  and  measures  27  feet  by  j 
24,  and  17  feet  high.  It  is  open  from  morning  to  evening  every  day.  Any  i 
inmate  of  the  hospital  may  take  out  one  book  at  a  time.  The  library  is  ( 
the  property  of  the  hospital,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  the  surgeon  in  i 
charge.  The  present  incumbent  is  Isaac  Hulse,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  Navy,  j 
The  steward  of  the  hospital,  Mr.  G.  L.  Brown,  is  acting  librarian.  ; 

ST.  AUGL'STINE.  j 

1 
Judicial  Library — 2,000  vols.  j 

TALLAHASSEE.  | 

! 

State  Library. — The  State  Library  was  founded  in  1S45,  and  contains  | 
2,000  volumes.  The  use  of  the  library  in  the  room  is  free  to  all  persons,  i 
The  library  is  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Charles  W.  i 
Downing.  i 

MISSISSIPPI. 

JACKSOX.  I 

i 

State  Library — 5,000  vols. — Founded  by  act  of  legislature,  passed  i 
February  1.5,  1S3S,  appropriating  $3,000  for  the  purchase  of  suitable  i 
books.  Previous  to  1842  there  was  an  annual  appropriation  of  si  ,000  i 
for  the  purchase  of  books;  since  then  the  appropriation  has  been  3500 —  i 
one  fifth  of  which  is  for  law  books.  The  library  is  on  the  third  floor  i 
of  the  Slate  capitol.  "A  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  State  of  Missis-  \ 
sippi,  arranged  alphabetically,  under  different  heads,  with  the  number,  i 
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size,  and  cost  of  the  volnmes  of  each  work  specified,  to  whicli  are  pre- 
fixed the  rules  and  regulations  provided  for  its  government,"  27  pages 
8vo.,  was  printed  at  Jackson  in  1839;  the  same,  with  additions,  34  pa?es 
8vo.,  1841;  same,  1845,  43  pages  8vo.;  same.  61  pages  8vo.,  184T- 
same,  51  pages  8vo.,  1849.  The  price  of  each  book  is  given  in  every 
catalogue,  and  forms  a  novel  but  interesting  feature.  The  library  is 
opened  every  day  during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  Sundays  ex- 
cepted,  horn  9  a.  m.  to  3  p.  m.  All  persons  are  allowed  to  use  the 
library  when  open,  but  no  one  is  allowed  to  take  out  books  but  the 
trustees.  State  treasurer,  adjutant  general,  judges  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court,  and  members  of  the  legislature  while  in  session.  Persons 
who  have  filled  the  office  of  governor  of  the  State,  chancellor,  judge  of 
the  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals.  United  States  senator  from  the 
State,  whilst  they  may  be  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  are  allowed  to  borrow 
books.  For  every  book  issued,  a  receipt  or  note  of  twice  its  value,  or 
twice  the  value  of  the  set  to  which  it  may  belong,  must  be  given,  condi- 
tioned on  its  safe  return,  and  the  payment  of  all  forfeitures  and  penalties 
for  detention  beyond  the  time  limited  by  the  laws.  John  W.  Patton, 
librarian. 

CLAIBORNE    COUNTY. 

Oakland  09/%c— 6,000  vols.— The  college  library,  founded  in  1831, 
contains  3,589  volumes,  200  maps  and  charts,  800  engravings,  and  200 
medals  and  coins.  In  1841,  $3,000  were  appropriated  for  books,  but  the 
library  has  been  increased  principally  by  donations.  An. apartment  in 
the  college  chapel,  (a  brick  building,)  26  feet  by  22,  and  14  feet  high,  is 
used  for  the  library.  The  books  are  arranged  according  to  donors.  °The 
hbrary  is  opened  once  a  week  for  an  hourj  and  frequently  at  other  times. 
Books  are  lent  to  all  who  apply  for  them:  few,  however,  are  taken  out  ex- 
cept by  the  officers  and  students  of  the  college.  Professor  John  Cham- 
berlain, librarian. 

The  students'  libraries  contain  2,411  vohmies. 

OXF'^RD,  LAFAYETTE  COUNTY. 

The  University  nf  Mississippi,  near  Oxford,  went  into  operation  in 
November,  1848.  Its  library  contains  about  1,600  volumes.  The  State 
has  made  an  appropriation  of  S3,000  a  year  for  books  and  apparatus. 
The  college  has  aii  income  of  $16,000  per  year:  seven  professors  and 
eighty  students, 

WASHINGTON. 

College  Library—l  ,000  vols. 

LOUISIANA. 

BATON  R(jUGE. 

State  Lihrari/-~'-7 ,00Q  vols. — The  State  Library  was  founded  the  12th  of 
March,  1838,  and  contains  about  7,000  voluipps,  some  !\1SS.,  maps,  en- 
jgravings,  etc.  The  library  has  lately  been  removed  to  Baton  Rogue'and 
placed  in  a  room  in  the  capitol.  A  correct  description  and  inventory  of  it 
Mis.— U 
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will  soon  be  prepared.  As  yet,  there  is  no  printed  catalogue.  The  aver-  >\ 
a^eannnal  increase  is  about  3t)0  volumes.  An  annual  appropriation  ofii 
Jfti  000  is  made  by  the  State  legislature  for  the  increase  of  the  collection,  jj 
The  library  is  open  daily  fromlo  a.  m.  to  3  p.  m.  Admittance  is  free  to  ;, 
all  persons,  but  no  book  is  to  be  taken  away  except  by  members  of  th«  w 
legislature  during  their  sessions.     Paul  Caire,  librarian.  [i 

College  Libraries — 1,{)0()  volumes.  [ 

BRINGIERS.  I 

■    Jefferson  College  Libraries— 6,000  vols.  j 

i 

JACKSOX.  ' 

0 

Louisiana  College  Libraries — 2,000  vols.  j 

NEW    ORLEANS. 

Public  School  Library— 10,000  vols.—''  The  Public  School  Library 
and  Lyceum  Society  of  Municipality  No.  2"  was  founded  December  3,  I 
1844.  The  library  contains  [1850]  10,000  well-selected  volumes.  It  has  | 
also  two  books  of  paintings,  and  five  books  of  sketches.  It  is  supported  | 
by  subscriptions,  donations,  and  voluntary  contributions  of  the  pupils  of ; 
the  public  schools,  and  is  flist  increasing.  An  elegant  room,  75  feet  by  ■ 
35,  and  20  feet  high,  has  been  recently  prpvided  for  the  permanent  ac-  | 
commodation'of  the  library,  in  the  new  2d  Municipal  Hall.  The  exacts; 
cost  of  this  room  is  not  perhaps  known;  the  cost  of  the  entire  building  is  i 
estimated  at  S300,OUO.  There  have  been  two  printed  catalogues:  the  i 
first  numbering  29  pases,  was  published  in  1846;  the  second,  l5o  pages,'! 
in  1848.  The  library  is  open  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  from  2  to  8  : 
o'clock  p.  m.  Subscribers  pay  $5  per  annum.  Pupils  of  the  public  ! 
schools  may  become  life  members  by  paying  ^9.  The  teachers  of  the  , 
public  schools  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  library  without  charge.  | 
The  librarian  is  Samuel  H.  McConnell.  i 

TEXAS.  I 

AUSTIN.  I 

I 

The  State  Library.— The  collection  of  books  usually  styled  the  State  j 
Library  was  commenced  in  1S3T,  and  has  been  derived  from  donations.; 
It  numbers  at  present  1,001  volumes.  The  average  annual  increase  18, 
about  80  volumes.  Tine  books  are  kept  in  the  building  ot  the  State  de-; 
partment,  and  are  accessible  to  the  public,  without  charge,  during  bu3i-!| 
ness  hours,  every  day.  About  300  are  annually  taken  out,  and  perhaps ii 
300  or  400  persons  annually  consult  the  collection  without  borrowing) 
books.  The  library  is  in  charge  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  is  con-f 
sidered  ex  officio  librarian.  i^ 


HUNTSVILLE. 


Austin  College,  incorporated  in  1850,  is  in  vigorous  progress,  and  col- 
lecting a  library. 
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INDEPENDENCE. 

Baylor  University  Library — 300  vols. 

ARKANSAS. 

LITTLE    ROCK. 

Lyceum  Likrai-y — 1 ,000  vols, 

TENNESSEE. 

COLUMBIA. 

Jackson  Volkge  Libraries-2,5Q^  vols.— The  college  library  was  be- 
gun in  IbSl,  and  contains  about  2,000  volumes.  About  400  volumes 
have  been  added  during  the  last  ten  years.  There  is  a  manuscript  cata- 
lope.  I'he  library  is  opened  once  a  week  for  an  hour.  Students  nav 
50  cents  per  session  for  the  use  of  the  books.  Rev.  Joseph  Sherman, 
LiJL.  L).,  librarian.  '  ' 

Students''  libraries,  500  vols. 

The  Female  Institute  Librarij-3 ,500  tW^.— Established  February, 
i«^y__cotitains  3,500  volumes,  and  the  richest  collection  of  engravings  m 
the  State.  About  350  volumes  per  year  are  added  to  the  librarv-  Al)out 
^150  are  annually  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books .  There  'is  a  manu- 
script catalogue.  The  library  is  opened  one  hour  each  day.  Members  of 
the  institute  pay  $1  per  annum  for  the  use  of  the  books.  Books  are  not 
taken  from  the  institute  except  by  day  pupils.     F.  G.  Smith,  rector. 

GREENVILLE. 

College  Libmries— 3 yOOQ  vols, 

JACKSON. 

West  Tennessee  College  was  incorporated  in  1843,  and  reorganized  in 
-849.  It  has  four  teachers  and  ninety-two  students.  It  has  be^un  to 
:oflect  a  library. 

KNOXVILLE. 

East  Tetmessee  University— i, 500  vols.— The  college  library,  found- 
d  in  1819,  contains  2,300  volumes.  It  is  supported  by  fees  for  the  use  of 
le  books,  with  occasional  appropriations  from  the  funds  of  the  university, 
t  occupies  a  room  20  feet  square  and  14  feet  high,  in  the  main  building 
f  the  university,  which  is  of  brick.     The  library  is  open  regularly  once 

week,  and,  on  application,  at  other  times.  Officers  of  the  university 
re  allowed  to  use  the  books  without  charge;  students  pay  §1  a  year  for 
16  privilege.  About  150  books  are  lent  out  in  a  year;  and  about  240 
ersons  consult  the  library  without  taking  away  books.  There  are  two 
terary  societies  connected  with  the  college,  (the  Chi-Delta  and  the  Philo- 
lathesian,)  which  have  each  about  1,100  volumes,  in  rooms  belonging  to 
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the  university,  connected  with  the  society  halls.  These  libraries  have  j| 
been  founded  but  a  few  years,  are  rapidly  increasing  and  much  used.  : 
Albert  Miller  Lea,  librarian  E.  T.  University.  j 

LEBANON. 

Cumherland  Crm-T;emVyLi6m;-y-4,000wZ..-The library,  commenced  I 
in  1S44,  the  date  of  the  charter  of  the  university,  contains  some  4,UU0  i 
volumes.     William  Mariner,  librarian.  | 

MARYVILLE. 

Collecre  Libranes-3,700  vols.-This  institution  was  founded  ih  1821,  ! 
and  waf  called  the  "  Southern  and  Western  Theological  Seminary.        A 
charter  was  obtau^ed  from  the  legislature  in  1842,  and  the  name  of  he 
institution  changed  to  -  Maryville  College.''  Jhe  library,  conimenced 
in  1821,  contains  3,200  bound  volumes,  and  about  500  pamphlets.      1  he  | 
increase  has  been  very  slow,  not  more  than  25  volumes  Per.Y/'^r       ^  ^^  | 
library  is  in  a  room  20  feet  by  12,  in  the  second  story  of  a  brick  bu  ding  , 
belonging  to  the  college.      It  is  opened  whenever  application  is  made  for 
books^     Students  of  the  college,  and  persons  m  f  ^  near  the  to^yn   pay  ;, 
SI  a  year  for  the  use  of  the  books.      Clergymen  educated  at  the  college, 
and  residing  within  one  hundred  miles,  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  books  , 
^" thout  charge.     The  -  Beth-Hacma  Society'' of  students  has  12a  vols.  : 
The   '' Beth-Hacma-ve  Berith"  Society  has   3<.>  vols,    John  b.  Ciaig,  : 

librarian  of  the  college.  ! 

i 

MURFREESBOROUGH.  | 

U?don  University  Library.— 500  vols. 

I 

NASHVILLE. 

Slate  Library-S,OOO^vols.-The  State  Library  has  no  legal  existence 
or  dScT nam/,  bui  is  merely  the  depository,  under  the  pre  of  the  secr^^^^ 
tary  of  state,  of  books  and  charts  which  have  been  ^^^'''^''']^^^^^^^^ 
since  the  found.Uion  of  the  State.  It  contains  now  about  S'^^O  volum^^^^^ 
mostly  reports,  public  documents,  and  books  presented.  1  heie  is  )i3  ap 
p  oprfatiofi  lor'it's  increase.  A  large  and  elegant  -^'^G  feet  square  and 
about  the  same  in  height,  in  the  new  capitol,  will  be  assigned  to  the 
library  The  library  is  now  opened  daily  from  morning  to  evening,  (bun- 
daTs  Ixcepted.  It^is  accessible  to  all  persons,  and  books  are  treely  lent 
to  all  who  apply  for  them.  W.  B.  A.  Ramsey,  secretary  of  state. 
'"  t:iLleVn.ersity  Libraries-9 A5^  ^f^J-;;  ?'"l  r2%rDreL 
was  incorporated  by  the  General  Assembly  of  North  ^^  "f.^^"  f^^^^^^^^^^ 
ber,  1785."  Its  name,  property  and  rights  were  merged  ^  /^""^^;^^^^^^^^^^ 
Col  ege,"  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  11th  Soptembei^ 
1806.^  The  legal  style  and  tUle  -^  this  col  ege  was  changed  to  i^^ 
Ufiiversitv  of  Nashville''  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  2. th  Nov eraler 
1826  tL  library  was  foinded  in  1824,  and  contains  (1S49)  o  14 
volumes,  and  a  fewMSS.  During  the  last  four  years  the  sum  of  $1,216  7^ 
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has  been  paid  for  bonks.  There  is  a  catalogue  in  manuscript,  but  none 
printed.     Professor  N.  Cross  is  librarian. 

There  are  two  society  libraries,  namely:  the  Agatheridan,  with  3,576 
volumes,  and  the  Erosophian,  with  2,736  volumes;  making  with  the  col- 
lege library  a  total  of  9,456  volumes  deposited  in  the  college  building,  and 
which  may  be  consulted  or  borrowed  by  any  member  of  tlie  university; 
also  by  others  on  certain  easy  conditions.  The  president,  Philip 
Lindsley,  D.D.,  and  Professor  Troost,  have  private  libraries,  containing 
7,000  or  8,0(W  volumes.  The  three  public  libraries  are  said  to  contain 
^'inanv  rare  books  in  various  languages,  and  very  few  that  are  not  useful." 

Prankim  College^  (near  Nashville,) — 2,100  v<ils. — The  college  library, 
commenced  in  1844,  contains  1,200  volumes,  and  increases  about  100  a 
year.  The  expenditure  for  books  and  collections  in  natural  history  is 
about  $200  per  annum.  The  library  is  opened  twice  a  week  for  one  hour. 
The  rfiembers  of  the  faculty  have  free  use  of  the  library,  and  the  students 
pay  $2  per  annum.  Perhaps  1,000  persons  visit  the  library  in  a  year. 
There  are  two  societies  of  students,  the  Euphronian  and  the  Apollonian, 
with  libraries  containing  together  about  9o0  volumes. 

WASHINGTON     COUNTY. 

Washington  College  Library — 1 ,000  vols. 

KENTUCKY. 

AUGUSTA. 

College  Libinries — 2,500  vols. 

BARDSTOWN. 

St.  JosepK's  College — 3,000  vols.  The  college  library  was  founded 
in  1824,  when  the  college  v\ras  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky. Before  August,  1848,  the  library  contained  about  6,000  volumes. 
At  that  time  the  board  of  trustees  divided  the  library  between  this  and 
several  other  institutions  which  they  directed,  leaving  to  St.  Joseph's  Col. 
lege  about  500  volumes  of  theological,  historical,  and  literary  works,  with 
a  set  of  congressional  documents.  A  new  board  of  trustees,  at  present, 
controls  the  affairs  of  the  instUution,  and  they  are  determined  to  form  a 
permanent  and  valuable  library.  It  already  numbers  about  2,000  volumes. 
It  has  also  about  400  medals  of  the  15th,  16th,  17th,  and  18th  centuries, 
and  about  200  modern  coins.  The  expenditure  for  books  from  the  gen- 
eral funds  of  the  college  is  about  ^250  a  year.  The  principal  reliance  for 
the  increase  of  the  collection  is  upon  donations.  The  library  occupies  a 
room  24  feet  by  15,  and  13  feet  high,  in  the  college  building.  The  books 
are  arranged  according  to  subjects — each  subject  having  one  or  more  pan- 
els. There  is  no  printed  catalogue.  The  library  is  opened  every  day 
twice,  to  allow  the  professors  opportunity  for  consultation — three-quarters 
of  an  hour  in  the  morning  and  one  hour  in  the  afternoon.  Books  are 
freely  lent  to  persons  connected  with  the  college,  and,  by  permission  of 
the  superintendent,  to  others  residing  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

There  are  two  societies  of  students  possessing  useful  libraries;  the 
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Eurodelphian  (or  English)  Society  has  a  collection  of  works  in  English 
literature,  and  the  Eucerophradic  (French)  Society  possesses  a  library  of 
French  books.     Rev.  Joiin  Roes,  S.  J.,  librarian, 

COVINGTON. 

Library  of  the  Westeryi  Baptist  Theological  Institute — 2,000  vols. — 
The  library  was  founded  in  1845,  and  contains  about  2,000  volumes. 
One  thousand  dollars  a  year  is  hereafter  to  be  appropriated  from  the  gen- 
eral funds  of  the  institution  for  the  increase  of  the  collection.  The  library 
is  opened  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  of  each  week  from  S  to  9  o'clock 
a.  ni.  All  members  of  the  institute  and  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  city 
are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library.     Rev.  Prof.  A.  Drury^  librarian. 

DANVILLE. 

Centre  College — 5,050  vols. — The  college  library,  begun  in  1S24, 
contains  1,S50  volumes.  The  endowment  of  the  college  is  nearly  com- 
pleted to  SlOO.OOO.  After  it  reaches  that  point,  systematic  efforts  will  be 
made  for  raising  a  large  library  fund.  There  ar»  two  libraries  belonging 
to  societies  of  students — the  Deinologian  (1,600  volumes)  and  the  Cham- 
berlain (1;600  volumes.)     John  C.  Young,  president  Centre  College. 

FRANKFORT. 

State  Lihrary — O.OCO  vols. — Founded  in  1834,  and  contains  about 
8,000  or  9,000  volumes,  mostly  law  books  and  public  documents.  There 
are  not  more  than  200  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works.  In  1840,  the 
legislature  appropriated  §3,000  for  law  books  for  the  courts  and  the  legis- 
lature. The  library  is  kept  in  a  room,  50  feet  by  20,  in  the  State-house. 
A  catalogue  is  in  preparation  and  will  soon  be  published.  The  library  is 
opened  daily  during  thjB  sessions  of  the  courts  and  legislature.  Officers 
of  the  State  government,  members  of  the  legislature,  and  lawyers  attend- 
ing the  courts  in  Frankfort,  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  books.  The  books 
are  not  lent  out  to  others.   R.  D.  Harlan,  librarian. 

GEORGETOWX. 

Georgetown  College  Libraries — 7,2S0  vols. — The  library  was  founded 
in  1837,  and  contains  6,500  volumes,  comprising  many  costly  works  in 
philology  and  theology,  but  chiefly  scientific  and  historical  books,  a  few 
manuscript  journals  of  early  settlers  of  Kentucky,  and  many  maps  and 
charts.  It  has  also  64  medals  and  676  coins,  comprising  those  of  Bur- 
niah,  Siam,  Hindostau,  the  East  India  Company,  South  America,  Dutch 
East  Indies,  &c.  The  average  annual  increase  is  about  500  volumes. 
The  late  additions  of  800  volumes  have  been  obtained  by  the  president 
as  donations,  as  have  also  all  the  coins,  medals,  and  other  articles,  as 
idols,  statues,  &c.  There  is  a  charge  of -Si  per  annum  on  each  student 
for  keeping  the  books  in  repair.  The  library  is  in  a  room  of  the  main 
building  of  the  college,  45  feet  by  32,  with  lofty  ceiling.  The  coins, 
medals,  pictures,  &c.,  are  kept  in  a  room  devoted  to  the  purpose,  on  the 
same  floor  as  the  library.    The  books  are  arranged  on  the  shelves  accord- 
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mg  to  subjects^  under  twenty  divisions.  A  catalogue  raisonne  was  print- 
ed in ,  containing  76  pages  J  2mo.     The  library  is  open  twice  a  week 

half  an  hour  each  tinae.  All  persons  connected  with  the  college  are  al- 
lowed the  use  of  the  books;  undergraduates  are  taxed  .^l  each  per  annuni 
for  the  privilege.  By  permission  of  the  president,  books  may  he  taken 
out  by  citizens.  No  application  has  ever  been  refused,  rtof.  Danford 
Thomas,  librarian. 

Two  voluntary  societies  of  students  are  attached  to  the  college — each 
having  a  convenient  hall  and  a  library.  The  two  libraries  contaui  780 
volumes. 

The  Female  Colleiriate  Institute — organized  1S3S — "  has  a  select  libra- 
ry of  5t)0  volumes." 


HARRODSBURG. 


Bncon  CoVecre. — The  college  possesses  about  1,800  volnmes,  accessible 
to  all  persons,  but  no  regularly  organized  library. 


LEXINGTON. 


Transylvania  University — 14,000  vols.  The  college  library,  found- 
ed in  1798,  contains  about  12,0U0  volumes,  in  three  library  rooms  in  the 
three  departments  of  the  university,  under  the  control  of  the  faculties  of 
arts,  law,  and  medicine.  Several  catalogues  have  been  published,  but 
none  of  recent  date.     H.  B.  Bascom,  president  T.  U. 

The  students'  libraries  contain  2,U0U  volumes. 

LOUISVILLE. 

The  Louisville  Library — 3,500  vols. — was  chartered  as  the  ^'Mercan- 
tile Library  Association."  7\vo  years  ago  it  was  reorgarized  and  re- 
ceived the  name  of  the  Louisville  Library.  The  library  contains  3,500 
volumes.  The  stockholders  of  the  library  are  about  to  erect,  on  the  court- 
house square,  a  handsome  building  of  stone  and  brick,  60  feet  by  30,  to 
cost  $;5,000,  for  the  joint  accommodation  of  this  library,  that  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Historical  Society,  and  that  of  the  Louisville  Law  School;  which, 
united,  will  form  about  6,000  volumes.  The  room  for  the  Louisville  Li- 
brary will  be  60  feet  by  30,  and  25  icet  high,  fitted  up  with  alcoves  and 
galleries.  A  catalogue  was  printed  about  10  years  ago,  and  reprinted  in 
1848.  The  library  will  be  open  every  day  and  evening  till  10  o'clock. 
Stockholders  and  subscribers  alone  are  entitled  to  take  out  books.  Wil- 
liam Johnston,  librarian. 

Kentucky  Historical  Society — 1 ,000  vols. — This  society  was  organized 
March,  1838,  and  has  a  library  of  1,500  volnmes.  [See  Louisville  Li-. 
brary.] 

Louisville  Law  School  has  a  library  of  about  1,000  volumes.  [See 
Louisvill<3  Library.] 

Medical  DejKirtment  of  the  University  of  Louisville — 1,000  vols. — ''The 
library  is  enlarged  from  year  to  year  by  the  purchase,  not  only  of  new 
medical  works,  but  of  costly  books  pertaining  to  the  allied  sciences. 
Handsome  additions  have  lately  been  made  to  it,  and  other  purchases 
will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  coining  vacation." — [Annual  catalogue, 
1849-'50.] 
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MARION    COUNTY. 

St.  Maiy^s  College  Library — 5,000  vols. 

PRINCETON,     CALDWELL    COUNTY.  |: 

*  I' 

Cumherland  College  (near  Princeton) — 1,210  vols. — The  college  libra-  i 
TV  was  founded  in  lS25-'6.  It  contains  about  1,000  volumes.  Ex- 3 
ertions  are  now  making  for  its  enlargement.  A  new  room,  30  feet  by  IS^  jj 
has  lately  been  fitied  up  tor  its  accommodation.  There  are  in  connexion  \ 
with  the  college  two  literary  socieiies:  tht;  "Erodelphian,"  organized  in  i 
l{r-'42,  reorganized  in  1847.  It  has  a  large  hall,  30  feel  by  18,  well  car-  ] 
peted  and  furnished,  and  a  library  of  160  volumes.  INumber  of  members  ;: 
22.  The  other  is  the  "Arnicitias  Societas,"  constituted  April  2;*,  1849,  ! 
with  8  members.  It  has  a  large  hall  well  fitted  up,  and  about  150  volumes,  i 
Richard  Beard;  president  of  Cumberland  College. 

i 

SHELBYVILLE.  \ 

Shelby  College  Libraries — 4,000  vols. — "An  extensive  theological  and  1 
classical  library  is  attached  to  the  college,  which  will  be  accessible  to  such  I 
students  as  may  choose  to  enjoy  its  advantages.  The  number  of  volumes  i 
amounts  to  about  4,000.  A  reading-room  is  connected  with  the  library,  ! 
which  is  furnished  with  the  leading  American  and  English  reviews  and  i 
other  periodical  publications."  ^'Two  literaiy  societies  exist  among  the  * 
students:  one — chartered  in  1848,  under  the  name  of  Phi-Mu — has  some  | 
25  members,  a  small  but  well-selected  library,  and  receives  regularly  the  i 
pricipal  reviews,  English  and  American,  as  soon  as  published.  The  other,  1 
auxiliary  to  this,  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  younger  portion  of  the  students,  i 
Both  are  making  strenuous  exertions  to  increase  their  libraries  and  other  1 
means  of  intellectual  improvement.  Any  aid  the  public  may  see  fit  to  1 
afford  will  be  thankfully  acknowledged.  Convenient  rooms  will  be  pro-  ! 
vided,  and  handsomely  fitted  up,  during  the  coming  session  of  1849- '50,  ' 
in  the  new  building."     [College  catalogue,  1849 .j  | 

OHIO. 

ATHENS.  I 

The  Uiiiversity  of  Ohio — 2,750  vols. — The  college  library  was  founded  | 
in  1804,  and  contains  1,250  volumes.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  I 
1828,  containing  12  pages.  The  library  is  opened  once  a  week  for  an  , 
hour.  All  connected  with  the  university  may  use  it  Vi^ithout  charge,  j 
The  institution  has  lately  been  reorganized,  after  a  suspension  of  three  j 
years  on  account  of  debt.     Professor  William  J.  Hoge,  librarian.  | 

Students'  libraries,  1,500  volumes.  j 

BLENDON,  FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Central  College  Library — 550  vols. — The  library  was  commenced  in  I 
1843,  and  contains  550  volumes.  It  is  open  one  afternoon  in  t\vo  weeks.  ' 
The  faculty  and  trustees  are  entitled  to  use  the  books  without  charge  1 
The  students  pay  a  small  fee.     J.  S.  Henderson,  librarian. 


169  [  120  J 

CINCINNATI. 

The  Young  Men's  MercnntUe  Library  Associniioi) — 10,000  vol<f. — The 
association  was  formed  in  1835,  and  incorporated  January  5,  1836.  It 
possesses  a  library  of  9,767  volumes,  a  few  maps,  globes,  portraits,  engra- 
vings, &c.,  ttc.  In  July,  184(3,  at  which  time  the  lilirary  waS  removed  to 
its  present  location,  it  numbered  4,000  volumes.  The  rate  of  increase, 
for  several  years,  had  been  about  700  volumes  per  year.  For  the  last  two 
years  2,000  volumes  a  year  have  been  added.  The  annual  appropriation 
for  books,  for  the  last  two  years,  has  been  2,500  dollars  a  year.  Pre- 
vious to  that,  it  had  been  about  ^800  per  annum.  The  funds  for  the 
increase  of  the  library  are  derived  from  the  annual  subscriptions,  which 
amount  to  say  $;5,000,  from  which  current  expenses  are  to  be  deducted  and 
a  reading  room  sustained.  In  1846  a  building  was  erected  at  the  joint 
expense  of  the  Cincinnati  College  and  the  Library  Association.  It  cost 
$35,000,  of  which  the  Association  owns  §10,000.  The  style  of  the 
edifice  is  Grecian.  Dimensions — front,  140  feet;  depth,  100  feet;  height, 
(four  stories)  58  feet.  The  construction  is  of  the  most  permanent  char- 
acter, of  Dayton  limestone,  the  roof  covered  with  iron.  The  rooms  of 
the  Library  Association  form  the  entire  front  of  the  second  story.  Library 
29  feet  by  45;  reading-room,  29  by  45;  directors'  room,  16  by  14,  with 
a  room  for  stowing  away  newspapers,  &c.;  and  a  room  now  occupied  as 
the  Merchants'  Exchange,  59  feet  by  45,  intended  hereafter  for  the  library. 
The  "Catalogue  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association  in  Cincinnati," 
printed  at  Cincinnati  in  1846,  contains  145  pages  8vo.  The  ''Supple- 
mentary Catalogue,"  (fee,  was  printed  in  1848,  and  paged  continuously 
with  the  catalogue,  the  two  forming  260  pages  8vo.  The  catalogue  is 
alphabetical,  with  a  classified  index;  is  very  well  prepared,  and  hand- 
somely printed.  An  earlier  catalogue  was  printed  in  1844,  62  pages  8vo. 
'Jlie  library  is  open  daily  (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted")  from  9  a.  m. 
till  10  p.  m.  The  library  is  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion and  others,  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  directors.  Members  pay 
$1  initiation  fee,  and  the  further  sum  of  $3  as  an  annual  subscription. 
About  15,000  books  are  lent  out  each  year;  and  about  2,000  books  are 
consulted,  by  about  100  different  persons,  in  a  year,  without  taking  them 
away  from  the  library.  The  present  librarian  is  Thomas  Gales  Foster. 
Besides  the  library,  this  institution  maintains  an  annual  course  of  lectures. 
The  printed  annual  reports  of  the  board  of  directors  show  that  the  estab- 
hshment  is  conducted  with  great  energy  and  intelligence,  and  that  it  is 
eminently  and  increasingly  useful. 

La7ie  Seininary,  at  Walnut  Hills,  near  Cincinnati. — This  institution 
was  incorporated  in  1829,  and  commenced  full  operations  in  1832.  It  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  Presbyterians.  The  library,  foun-«!cd  in  1837, 
contains  10,000  volumes,  4  ancient  manuscripts,  and  33  volumes  of 
engravings.  It  is  intended  to  appropriate  $500  a  year,  from  the  funds  of 
the  seminary,  for  the  increase  of  the  library.  There  is  a  manuscript  cata- 
logue. The  library  is  open  twice  a  week,  regularly.  It  is  for  the  tree  use 
of  the  faculty  and  students.  Other  persons  wishing  to  consult  the  library 
are  always  accommodated  by  the  librarian.  Professor  C.  E.  Stowe, 
librarian . 

St.  Xavier  College  Libraries — 5,600  vols. — The  library  was  founded 
in  November,  1841,  and  contains  something  over  5,000  volumes.     It 
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increases  at  the  rate  of  about  400  volumes  a  year.  The  college  having 
no  endowment,  nor  any  established  fund,  there  is  no  permanent  appropii- 
ation  for  the  library,  but  only  such  as  occasion  justifies.  The  library  is 
in  a  hall  of  ihe  college  building,  40  feet  by  25.  There  is  a  manuscript 
catalogue.  The  library  is  open  daily  from  7  to  8  a.  m.,  and  from  4^  to 
6  p.  ni.;  on  Thursdays  from  9  to  12.  The  use  of  the  books  is  confined 
to  those  belonging  to  the  college;  but  by  courtesy  any  Hterary,  or  other 
respectable  person,  may  have  access  upon  application.  There  are  two 
societies  of  students  possessing  libraries:  the  Philopedian  has  300  well- 
selected  books;  and  the  PhilhermeniaU;  nearly  the  same  number.  Rev. 
J.  De  Bleeck,  president. 

77/6  Ohio  Mcchaiiics''  Institute — 3,265  vols. — The  library  was  founded 
and  incorporated  in  1829,  and  contains  3,265  volumes.  The  institute 
possesses  also  a  philosophical  apparatus,  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  State. 
For  the  last  ten  years  the  animal  average  inciJease  has  been  about  200 
volumes,  and  the  expenditure  for  books  about  .$100.  The  library  is  sup- 
plied principally  by  donations  and  occasional  special  subscriptions.  The 
institute  is  erectmg,  by  subscription,  a  building  on  the  corner  of  Vine 
and  6th  streets.  It  is  of  brick  and  iron.  Estimated  expense,  $32,000. 
It  will  be  finished  in  1850.  The  outside  dimensions  are  90  feet  on  Vine 
street,  75  feet  on  6th  street.  It  has  four  stories,  attic  and  basement.  It 
is  intended  to  lease  about  three-fourths  of  the  building  to  others. 

A  catalogue,  48  pages  12mo.,  was  printed  in  1841 .  The  library  is 
open  six  days  in  the  week  from  sunrise  till  10  o'clock  p.  m.;  Sundays, 
from  sumise  to  sunset.  Members  pay  .$3  per  annum,  ladies  and  minors 
50  cents  per  annum,  for  the  use  of  the  books.  The  total  number  of  vol- 
umes lent  out  from  September  1,  184S,  to  September  1,  1849,  was  5,069. 
Samuel  Warner,  acting;  librarian. 

77/e  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio. — Founded  February 
11,1631.  The  library  contams  about  1,000  volumes,  and  about  2,500 
pages  of  historical  manuscripts,  in  English  and  French.  All  the  books 
have  been  procured  by  donation.  The  library  is  opened  daily  for  four 
hours,  and  accessible  to  all  who  wish  to  consult  it.  Perhaps  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  diiferent  persons  a  year  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 
G.  Williams  Kendall,  librarian. 

Apprentices''  Lihrary — 2,200  vols. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio. — The  library,  founded  in  1826,  contains 
2,129  volumes,  50  volumes  of  engravings,  and  the  manuscript  theses  on 
medical  subjects  by  the  graduates.  It  occupies  two  rooms  in  the  college 
edifice.  The  books  are  arranged  in  9  chapters,  viz:  1,  anatomy;  2, 
cliemistry;  3,  surgery;  4,  materia  medica;  5,  obstetrics;  6,  theory  and 
practice  of  medicine;  7,  periodicals;  8,  miscellaneous  works;  9,  engra- 
vings. A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1832,  but  the  library  has  been  con- 
siderably enlarged  since  that  time.  The  library  is  open  Mondays,  Wed- 
nesdays, and  Fridays,  from  1^  to  5  o'clock  p.  m.  It  is  for  tlie  use  of  the 
trustees,  professors  and  students  of  the  college.  Alexander  Uemiiston, 
librarian. 

Orphan  Asylum. — Founded  1840:  has  400  volumes.  Miss  Wood, 
Ubrarian. 

Woodicard  College  Libraries — 1,400  vols. 
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CLEVELAND. 

Thn  Western  Reserve  Medical  ColUsre — 1,000  voh. 

Cleveland  University. — A  tract  of  275  acres  of  laud  has  been  purchased 
for  ,'|;34,000.  It  is  expected  that,  after  some  50  or  75  acres  shall  have  been 
reserved  for  the  college,  the  remainder  will  yield  a  handsome  fund  for  the 
purposes  of  the  college.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  one  large  edifice  for  public 
rooms.  The  students  will  lodge  in  private  houses.  Active  measures  are 
in  operation  to  open  the  institution  for  students  by  1st  March,  IS50. 
[Letter  of  A.  Mahan,  president,  in  New  York  Tribune,  November  28, 
^850.] 

COLUMBUS. 

State  Library — 12,500  vols. — The  State  Library  of  Ohio  was  founded 
in  1S17,  and  contains  (1S50)  12,500  volumes.  It  increases  at  the  rate  of 
about  500  volumes  a  year.  The  State  publishes  its  own  reports,  the 
profits  of  which,  amounting  to  about  ^800  per  annum,  are  appropriated 
\£)  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library.  The  library  is  under  the  control 
of  comiuissioners,  consisting  of  the  governor,  secretary  of  state,  and  State 
librarian.  The  room  occupied  by  the  library  is  118  feet  by  22.  A  cata- 
logue is  published  every  three  years.  The  last,  printed  in  1848,  contains 
92  pages  8vo.  The  library  is  open  daily,  (Sundays  excepted,)  from  7 
o'clock  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.  in  summer,  and  from  7  a.  m.  till  9  p.  m.  in 
winter.  The  library  is  free  to  members  of  the  legislature  and  officers  of 
State,  and  it  may  be  used  by  others  by  consent  of  the  library  commission- 
ers. The  number  of  volumes  lent  annually  is  about  1,800.  About  3,000 
persons  annually  consult  the  library.     John  Greiner,  State  librarian. 

*  DELAWARE. 

Ji 

'  Ohio  Wesleyan  University — 2,780  vols. — The  college  library  was 
founded  in  1845,  and  contains  2,000  volumes.  It  is  open  once  a  week 
for  an  hour.  The  students  pay  50  cents  a  term  for  the  use  of  the  books. 
iThe  faculty  use  them  without  fee.  Professor  McCabe,  librarian.  The 
jLetagothiati  Society  of  Students,  instituted  1845,  has  a  library  of  335  vol- 
'umes,  increasing  about  100  vols,  each  year.  It  has  also  about  250  min- 
ieralogical  specimens  and  curious  coins.  The  Chrestomatliian  Society, 
instituted  184(3,  has  450  volumes;  annual  increase,  60  volumes. 
I.- 

GAMBIER. 

Kenyon  College  Libraries — 7,550  vols. — The  library  of  this  college  is 
called  the  Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Diocese  of  Ohio. 
It  M'as  founded  in  1824,  and  contains  about  4,-550  volumes.  The  library 
is  kept  in  the  building  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  occui)ies  a  room 
40  feet  long,  18  feet  wide,  and  12  fee\  high.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in 
1837,  containing  76  pages  8vo.  The  library  is  open  one  hour  each  week, 
and  is  free  to  the  members  of  the  college  and  seminary.  Rev.  M.  T.  C. 
Wing,  librarian. 

Tlie  students'  libraries  contain  3,000  volumes. 
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GRA>rVILLE. 


College  Libraries — 3,000  vols. — The  library,  founded  in  IS36,  contains  ; 
1,000  vokimes.  Open  every  Saturday  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  stu-  , 
dents.     Rev.  Silas  Baiiey,  president,  j 

Student^  libraries,  2,U0U  volumes.  | 


HILLSBOROUGH. 

The  Library  avd  Museum  Associatid?i  of  Oakland  Female  Seminary. —  \ 

The  association  is  composed  of  the  pupils  of  the  seminary  and  ladies  in  \ 
Hillsborough.  It  was  formed  in  1S4U.  The  library  contains  about  400  J 
volumes,  besides  a  collection  of  shells  and  minerals.  About  40  volumes  1 
a  year  are  added  to  the  library.  A  catalogue  (8  pages)  was  printed  in  i 
January,  1S4S.  Another  will  be  published  soon.  The  library  is  open  \ 
every  school-day,  whenever  the  pupils  or  others  wish  to  exchange  books,  j 
Pupils  pay  .$1  for  membership;  other  ladies,  $2.  About  3,000  volumes 
were  taken  out  the  last  year,  which  is  a  greater  number  than  ever  before,  j 
Nancy  F.  Parker,  librarian. 

HUDSON. 

Western  Reserve  College — 7,634  vols. — The  college  library  was  founded 
in  1826,  and  contains  4,588  volumes,  exclusive  of  periodicals  and  i 
pamphlets,  unbound,  which  amount  to  about  200  volumes.  The  average  i 
annual  increase  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  133  volumes,  mostly  { 
donations.  About  $50  a  year  have  been  appropriated  for  books.  A  { 
brick  building  62  feet  by  42  was  erected  for  chapel  and  library.  The  { 
library-room  is  40  feet  square.     A  catalogue  (18  pp.  12mo.)  was  prnited  | 

in .     The  library  is  open  each  Saturday  afternoon.     The  faculty  use  j 

the  books  without  charge.  The  students  pay  .$1  50  per  annum.  About  | 
1,000  books  are  lent  out  each  year.  There  are  two  societies  of  students  i 
connected  with  the  college  possessing  libraries,  containing  together  3,066  j 
volumes.     Professor  Henry  N.  Day,  hbrarian.  | 

MARIETTA. 

Marietta  College  Libraiies — 6,400  vols. — The  college  library  was 
founded  in  1835,  when  the  present  college  charter  was  obtained.  It  now 
(1850)  contains  4,300  volumes.  Its  average  rate  of  increase  has  bciin  of  j 
late  about  120  volumes  annually.  The  library  is  open  for  one  and  a  half  I 
hours  every  Saturday.  The  use  of  the  books  is  free  of  charge  to  the  ,, 
trustees  and  faculty:  the  students  pay  §1  per  year.  A  subscription  has  j 
lately  been  opened  for  $10,000,  and  is  nearly  filled  up,  for  the  benefit  of  | 
the  library.  It  is  proposed  to  expend  about  half  of  this  sum  immediately  I 
in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  to  fund  the  other  half.  A  brick  building,  65  i 
feet  by  53,  and  three  stories  high,  has  just  been  completed.  On  the  first  { 
floor  are  the  laboratory,  room  tor  philosophical  apparatus,  and  recitation-  I 
room  for  the  senior  class.  On  the  second  tioor,  the  library,  the  cabinet,  tba  : 
Hildreth  cabinet,  and  a  rhetorical-room,  used  at  present  as  a  chapel.  In  I 
the  third  story  are  two  large  rooms  for  the  societies,  with  recesses  for  the  '. 
libraries.     The   whole  cost  of  the  building   was  between   $7,000  and  i 
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ft8,000      The  library-room  is,  say  53  by  25  fe^^  an<i  J^  feet  Wv^h.     A 
Sitalo-ue  of  the  hbrary  (42  pp.  8vo.)  was  printed  in  1840 

''  The  colle-e  hbrary  embraces,  in  addition  to  works  of  ge^ieral  htera- 
tiire   a  valuabfe  collection  of  philological  works,  procured  in  Europe. 

'^U  also  contains  a  large  collection  of  text-books,  which  famishes,  at 
a  triflin-  percentage,  nearly  all  the  text-books  used  in  the  preparatory 
and  colfege  course?;  and  a  'considerable  portion  of  these  are  the  best  Ger- 
man  pditious  of  entire  works.  .  in 

'?In  add  tion  to  these,  there  are  three  libraries  belonging  to  the  col  ege 
societL'carefully  selected,  and  placing  within  the  reach  of  students  a 
considerable  amount  of  useful  reading.                               .      .         ^  ,.,„,. 
''The  present  number  of  volumes  in  the  several  libraries  is  as  fo  lows: 
College  Library,  general  literature      -            -            -            -           ^''' 
''        philology     -----           '  ^^ 
u             <'        text-books   -----             ' 
Psi  Gamma  Society  Library    --■-'_           ^'^^^ 
Alpha  Kappa     "           "          --■"_'            r,"oo 
.Society  of  Inquiry        '  -  -  -  

_     ,  ...        6,400" 

Total  -  -  ■  ,  .  u        1 

Dr  S  P  Hildreth  has  lately  presented  his  valuable  cabinet  to  the  col- 
lege Thi's  cabinet  contains  '  more  than  4,000  specimens  in  the  various 
departments  o(  natural  history,  arranged  in  cases  and  drawers  abelled, 
nu^be^ed,  and  enteredm  a  catalogue  under  their  -spec  ive  leads 

Tlw  Marietta  Library  .45,wcia/io/?— 1,000  yo/^.—  l  his  assoc  ation  nas 
l^en  Tn  ex  st^^^^^^^  A  brick  building,  two  stones  high,  was 

U.ousand  dottars  have  lately  been  raised  for  the  purchase  of  books.      The 

^' T^;:;:  fsIl'o't'Manlua  a  library  collected  from  the  proceeds  of  a  part 
of  lhrto^;m:IS>  reservation  for  relfgious  purposes.  It  is  now  under  the 
care  of  the  Umversalist  Church. 

NEW  ATHENS. 

Franklin  College  Libraries— 2, m^  vols. 

^  OBERLIX. 

-,-.,       •        A  r\nr\  ,.^/c.      This;  institution  was  chartered  with 

OXFORD. 

in  1S09,  A  gran,mar  school  .^^  -Wished  n  U^-^  ^^_^  ^^_^_^^,^^ 
began  Us  operations  mXBU  ^^ ';"'  {  j„ereuses  a.  the  rate  of  about 
in  is:  2,  and  ^""'^'"'^  l'^^^'ZZn<^^n  ^  8"""^'"^  tna4e  for  each  year 

t;:z::  ijz:  J  r-:  is:!^^.  .i  A„g,.s-.,  1^47,  i.  ..s  au>at 


[120]  174 

S250  a  year.  Now  it  is  .^l  50.  Tlie  university  library  and  the  tv/o  socie- 
ty  libraries  occiipy  three  separate  rooms,  each  32  feet  in  length,  IS  feet  in 
breadth,  and  18  feet  high.  The  university  hbrary  is  open  e^'ery  Satur- 
day  morning  for  half  an  hour,  and  generally  for  two  or  three  hours  every 
afternoon.  Persons  entitled  to  the  use  of  tlie  books  are— the  facultv,  free- 
students,  who  pay  fifty  cents  a  session;  also  the  inhabitants  of  Oxfoj'd,  on 
he  same  terms  as  the  students.  The  number  of  volumes  lent  out  of  the 
library  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1848,  is  489.  This  is  perhaps 
about  the  average.  ^     ■   ^ 

.u'^t-'^'^Tl''"  ^onne^ion  with  the  institution,  two  students' libraries: 
he  Erode Iphian   containing  1 ,500  volumes,  and  the  Miami  Union,  con- 
taming  1,800  volumes.     James  C.  Moffat,  librarian. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

Witjenbw-^  College  Libraries-o  ,265  voIs.-The  library  was  founded 
May  4,  1846,  and  contains  1,406  Tolumes.  About  100  dollars  per  year 
are  expended  for  books.  The  library  is  opened  once  a  week,  and  kept 
open  one  hour  each  time.     H.  K.  Geiger,  librarian. 

The  Excelsior  and  Philosophian  Societies,  composed  of  students  of  the 
CO  lege,  possess  valuable  libraries.  The  Excelsior  library  contains  2  054 
volumes  and  increases  about  600  volumes  per  annum.  About  150  dollars 
are  each  year  expended  for  books.  The  Philosophian  library  contains 
1,80d  volumes  and  increases  about  522  volumes  per  annum.  About  135 
dollars  are  annually  expended  for  books. 

i«S^T?.^/^[?'l-~T^^  Springfield  Lyceum  was  formed  November  19, 
r  ;  Sn,  ^'^  ^^^^  'K^^'^  ^''^  ^^'"^  members.  Its  library  numbered  buS 
about  oOO  volumes.  Lately  a  new  impulse  has  been  given  m  the  institu- 
tion:  a  reading-room  has  been  opened  and  supplied  with  33  of  U»p  best  re- 
views and  newspapers,  and  public  lectures  have  been  commenced.  The 
number  of  members  has  increased  to  150,  paying  annually  three  dollars 
each.     The  room  is  open  daily.     Edward  M.  Doty,  librarian. 

STEUBENVILLE. 

City  Library. —The  Steubenville  City  Library  was  founded  in  1847 
and  contains  5o0  volumes.     A  catalogue  is  in  press.     The  libraiy  is  open 
every  Saturday  evening  from  6  to  8  o'clock.     Members  pav  10  cents  a 
month  for  the  use  of  the  books— others  20  cents.     David  F.  Cobb   libra- 
nan.  ^ 


ZA^-ESVILLE. 


Athenmum  Ltbrary— 3,580  vols.-The  Zanesville  Athenaeum  was  in- 
corporated in  1828.  The  library  contains  3,580  volumes,  and  increases 
at  the  rate  of  about  100  volumes  a  year.  Two  catalogues  have  been 
pnnted:  one,  20  pp.  12mo.,  1831;  the  other,  72  pp.  Svo.,  1843.  The  library 
IS  open  daily.  The  librarian  is  in  attendance %Vednesday  and  Satu-dav 
evenmgs.     Stockholders  pay  five   dollars  per  annum:  subscribers   thr/- 
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I  x\  D  I A  N  A  . 

BLOOMINGTON. 

Indiana  State  University  Libraries — 5,000  vols. — This  institution  wag 
founded  in  1816.  In  the  catalogue  for  1848  are  the  following  notices  of 
the  libraries  connected  with  the  university:  "The  college  library  is  open 
to  all  of  the  students  on  paying  a  subscription  of  50  cents  per  session. 
Each  subscriber  is  permitted  to  take  out  a  volume  every  Saturday. 

"This  library  has  recently  been  augmented  by  a  purchase  of  about 
2,000  dollars  v/orth  of  books,  some  of  them  rare  and  valuable.  It  em- 
braces a  choice  collection  of  Greek,  Latin,  French,  and  English  classics, 
the  best  standard  works  on  history,  biography,  and  the  sciences,  together 
with  a  selected  variety  of  miscellaneous  literature." 

"There  are  two  literary  societies  connected  with  the  university — the 
Philomathean  and  Athenian  Societies.  Each  has  a  well  selected  library 
of  several  hundred  volumes." 

In  the  Law  School,  a  good  law  library  is  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
students. 

The  aggregate  number  of  volumes  in  the  libraries  may  be  stated  at 
5,000.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1S40,  containing  50  pages  8vo.,  pre- 
pared on  the  plan  proposed  by  Professor  Park  in  his  "Pantology." 

Monroe  County  Library — 4,000  vols. 

CRAWFORDSVILLE. 

Wabash  College  Libraries — 6,100  vols. — Wabash  College  was  estab- 
lished in  iS33.  The  library  was  commenced  in  1835,  and  burnt  in  1838. 
It  was  a  choice  collection  of  about  2,000  volumes,  exclusive  of  the  text- 
book library.  A  new  collection  was  begun  in  1839.  It  contains  4,300 
volumes.  There  is  a  small  fund  slowly  accumulating  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  It  is  proposed  soon  to  erect  a  new  building  for  the  library  and 
other  purposes.  The  library  is  open  once  a  week,  and  is  accessible  to  all 
persons  comiecled  with  the  institution.  Students  pay  25  cents  a  term  for 
the  use  of  the  books.  There  are  two  societies  of  students — the  Lyceum 
and  the  Calliopean.  Each  has  900  volumes.  Professor  Caleb  Mills, 
librarian. 

EVANSVILLE. 

Vanderburg  County  Library— 2 ,Qm  vols.— The  sum  of  .^1,000  has  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  about  an  equal  sum  is  due  from 
the  county,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  county  library.  An  agent  will 
purchase  the  books  in  the  spring.  The  library  will  be  open  to  all  inhab- 
itants  of  the  county  on  the  payment  of  $—  per  year.  John  Ingle,  jr., 
treasurer;  J.  A.  Corbet,  secretary. 

FRANKLIN. 

College  Libraries — 600  vols. 
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GREENCASTLE. 

Indiana  Ashury  University  Library — 2,700  vols. 

SOUTH    HANOVER. 

Hxinover  College  Libraries — 4,700  vols. — This  institution  was  founded 
in  1829.  In  the  triennial  catalogue  for  1849,  it  is  stated:  ^'  By  the  liber- 
ality of  friends  in  the  East  and  elsewhere,  a  very  valuable  library,  and 
an  extensive  and  excellent  cabinet  of  minerals,  have  been  recently  ob- 
tained." The  number  of  volumes  at  present  (January,  1S50)  is  1,700. 
There  are  two  societies  of  students  possessing  libraries — the  Union  Lit- 
erar}'-  kjociety,  1,500  volumes;  Philalethian  Society,  1,500  volumes. 

INDIANAPOLIS. 

The  State  Library — 7,000  vols. — Founded  by  act  of  legislature,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1835,  and  contains  about  7,000  volumes,  exclusive  of  duplicates 
and  surplus  legislative  acts  and  journals.  It  has  also  many  valuable  maps 
and  charts;  some  curious  Mexican  armor  and  arms;  a  portrait  of  '<  Beato 
Simon  de  Cassia,"  painted  in  1751;  a  painting  of  the  "Tippecanoe 
battle-ground,"  150  square  feet;  and  a  small  collection  of  minerals  and 
fossils.  The  average  increase  is  about  250  volumes  per  annum,  including 
congressional  documents.  The  average  expenditure  is  about  $200  a 
year.  The  legislature  makes,  annually,  a  specific  appropriation  for  the 
increase  of  the  State  library.  It  is  usually  $300 — part  of  which  goes  to 
pay  for  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  binding.  The  library  occupies  four 
rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  the  State-house — together,  80  feet  long,  24  feet 
wide.  The  last  printed  catalogue  was  published  in  1841, *and  contains 
36  pages  Svo.  The  library  is  open  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  from  9  a.m. 
to  6  p.  m.,  during  the  sittings  of  the  legislature,  the  supreme  court  of 
Indiana,  and  the  district  court  of  the  United  States — at  other  times,  every 
Saturday  from  8  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.  Persons  entitied  to  the  use  ot  the 
library  are:  members  of  the  legislature,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  editors  of 
newspapers,  physicians,  engineers  on  the  public  works,  judges  of  tlve 
United  States  and  State  courts,  attorneys  of  the  supreme  court,  officers  of 
State  benevolent  institutions,  secretaries  and  clerks  of  the  legislature,  and 
all  persons  elected  to  office  by  the  legislature.  T'o  such  persons,  the 
books  may  be  lent  out  for  a  period  not  exceeding  30  days — the  books  :iot 
to  be  taken  from  the  seat  of  government.  About  1,G00  are  taken  out  an- 
nually.    John  B.  Dillon,  librarian. 

LAPORTE. 

Indiana  Medical  Colic s^e — the  medical  department  of  Laporte  university. 
The  catalogue  for  1845-'6  states:  "During  the  past  winter, a  medical  and 
scientific  library  association,  connected  with  the  institution,  was  formed. 
Students  can  have  access  to  the  library  by  complying  with  necessary  reg- 
ulations." 

LOGAN SPORT. 

The  Slgoumey  Library — 3,00ft  vols. 
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NORTH  BEND. 

St.  Mar7/s  Library — 2,000  voh. — The  University  of  Notre  Dame  du 
Lac,  at  North  Bend,  established  1842,  possesses  a  library  of  the  above 
name,  containing  2,000  volumes.  It  is  kept  in  a  fine  room,  21  feet  by 
14,  in  the  college,  and  is  open  daily  from  1  to  5  o'clock  for  the  use  of  the 
professors,  students,  and  neighbors.  About  1,000  books  are  lent  out  an- 
nually.    E.  A.  Dussaulx,  librarian. 

VINCENxVES. 

Public  iJbrary — 1,700  vols. — The  Vincennes  library  was-  established 
July  20,  1805,  and  contains  (1850)  1,700  volumes.  It  is  kept  in  a  room, 
15  feet  square,  in  the  City  Hall.  The  first  catalogue  was  printed  in  1813; 
the  next  and  last  in  1838,  of  17  pages  8vo.  The  library  is  opened  once 
a  week  for  three  hours.  Any  individual  may  have  the  use  of  the  books 
by  paying  $2  annually.     Willis  M.  Hitt,  librarian. 

COUNTY    LIBRARIES. 

The  State  of  Indiana  provided,  in  the  law  laying  out  the  State  into 
counties,  for  the  appropriation  of  a  piece  of  land  in  each  county  to  the 
establishment  of  a  public  library.  The  income  of  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  lots  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Monroe  county  has  already  procured  a  valuable  library 
of  4,000  volumes:  it  is  located  at  Bloomington,  Vandenburgh  county, 
as  already  stated,  is  about  to  establish  one.  Other  counties,  it  is  believed, 
have  already  commenced  their  collections,  but  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  procure  exact  statistics  concerning  them.  In  some  cases,  the  attempt 
to  establish  these  libraries  has  failed,  and  the  books  collected  have  been 
sold  at  auction.  The  difficulty  arose  from  the  want  of  a  librarian.  No 
salary  having  been  provided  for  sueh  an  officer,  the  books  were  neglected, 
and  the  library  finally  abandoned. 

Historical  k-xiiety  of  the  County  of  Vigo, — From  the  amiiversary  lecture 
delivered  before  this  society  in  March,  J 844,  by  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes, 
we  learn  that  one  principal  object  of  the  society  is  to  collect  a  library. 

ILLINOIS. 

CHICAGO. 

Mechanics^  Library— 1,000  i-ols. — The  Chicago  Mechanics'  Institute 
was  founded  in  1842,  and  possesses  1,000  volumes,  40  maps  and  charts, 
and  500  minerals.  It  expends  for  books  about  $loO  a  year.  The  ins'i- 
lute  has  a  bequest  of  real  estate,  situated  in  the  city,  valued  at  $5,000,  as 
a  permanent  fund,  but  at  present  unavailable.  The  library  is  at  present 
kept  in  a  brick  building  adjoining  the  Mechanics'  Hall.  Two  catalogues 
have  been  published— one  pr^^ted  in  1813;  the  second,  (30  pages  12ino.,) 
in  1817.  The  library  is  open  for  consultation  every  evening,  and  for  the 
delivery  of  books  once  a  week.  The  library  is  free  to  all  persons  for  spe- 
cial reference.  Members  of  the  institut'e,  their  families  and  apprentices, 
Mis. -12 
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may  use  it  without  charge.     Other  citizens  pay  $3  per  annum;  appren-  \ 

Xkes,  $1.     About  2,000  vohmies  a  year  are  lent  out.     A.  U.  Taylor;  j 

librarian.  ' 

GALESBURG.  ■ 

Knox  Manval  Labor  College  Lihrarr/— I  ,iOO  vols.— The  librar/ was  \ 

founded  in  1844,  and  contains  1,400  volumes,  besides  400  text-books  and  j 

500  volumes  belonging  to  the  jn-eparatory  department.     About  $;40  a  year  r 

are  expended  for  books.     The  library  is  open  once  every  two  weeks  for  an  ■ 

hour.     College  students  pay  $1  a  year  for  the  use  of  the  library.     About  j 

300  volumes  a  year  are  lent  to  the  faculty  and  students.     The  Adelphi  ., 
Society  of  Students  has  a  small  library,  purchased  a  few  months  ago  for 
SIOO.     The  -'  Gnothautic  Society"   has  §T5  subscribed  for  the  purchase 

of  books.     J.  S.  Kuhn,  librarian.  I 

j 

GODFREY.  1 

Montkello  Female   l^eminary,  4  miles  from  Alton,  Illinois,  founded  \ 

ISbS.—'' The  library  consists  of  more  than  1,000  vols.     It  is  accessible  \ 

to  all  pupils."     [See  lllh  annual  catalogue.]  j 

JACKSONVILLE.  j 

lllmris    College  Library— A, ^0   vols.— The  library  was  founded   in  i 

1830,  and  contains  4,000  volumes.     It  is  open  twice  a  week,  one  hour  i 

each  time.     William  Coffin,  librarian.  ! 


LEBANON. 


SPRINGFIELD. 


McKeyidree  C  liege  Libraries— \  ,82.5  vols.— The  college  library  was  I 
founded  in  1820,  and  contains  1,200  volumes.  The  average  increase  is  | 
about  100  volumes  a  year,  mostly  donations.  A  catalogue  will  soon  be  j 
printed  The  library  is  free  to  aR  persons  connected  with  the  college.  I 
About  400  volumes  are  taken  out  annually.  Thelibrary  isopenoncea  week  j 
for  one  hour.  The  Philosophian  Society  of  Students,  founded  in  1846,  has  ' 
a  library  of  465  volumes.  The  Platoiiian  Society,  formed  1849,  has  160  j 
volumes.     Professor  A.  W.  Cummings,  librarian,  McKendree  College.       | 


State  Library  of  Illrnois— A, 000  vols.— This  library  contains  4,000  vol-  • 
umes  or  more,  exclusive  of  duplicates.  From  the  last  annual  report  of  the 
hbrarian,  presented  to  the  legislature  9th  January,  1849,  it  appears  thalthe  \ 
sum  of  .§191  29  was  expended  the  preceding  year  for  miscellaneous  | 
books.  This  sum  was  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  State  laws,  which  i 
are  bv  law  appropriated. to  the  library.  The  secretary  of  state  is  e.T  officio  \ 
librarian;  but,  in  the  report  referred  to,  he  suggests  ''whether  this  depart-  ; 
,  ment,  consisting  of  this  peculiar  description  o'f  property,  belonging  to  the  i 
'  State,  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  value,  does  not  merit  the  personal^  sole  . 
attention  of  a  competent  person,  selected  for  the  exclusive  purpose,"  &c. ,! 
^'A  catalogue  of  the  books  belonging  to  the  Illinois  State  Library,  pre-  j 
pared  by  H.  S.  Cooley,  secretary  of  state  and  ex  officio  librarian,  January,  j 
1848,"  was  printed  at  Springfield  in  1648,  containing  4T  pages  Svo.  The  i 
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crxtalogue  is  divided  into  seven  parts:  1,  jnrispnidence;  2,  miscellaneous 
"works;  3,  laws  andjudicial  reports  of  the  State;  4,  legislative  journals  and 
reports  of  the  States  5,  laws  of  the  several  States;  6,  laws,  documents, 
&.C.,  o(  the  United  States;  7,  pamphlets,  maps,  &c 

The  library  is  required  to  be  open  every  day,  (Sundays  excepted,)  du- 
ring the  session  ol  the  legislature,  from  8  a.  m.  till  6  p.  m.  Books  maybe 
taken  out  by  members  and  officers  of  the  General  Assembly  during  its  ses- 
sion, and  at  any  time  by  the  governor,  officers  of  the  executive  depart- 
metjts,  justices  ol  the  supreme  court,  and  attorney  general.  The  librarian 
says,  at  the  close  of  his  last  report:  ''The  undersigned  would  resj)ectfully 
call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  fact  that  our  library  probably  em- 
braces a  less  number  and  a  less  valuable  and  usefnl  collection  of  miscel- 
laneous books  than  is  found  in  any  of  the  libraries  of  our  sister  States, 
which  suggests  the  importance  of  providing,  by  law,  for  a  small  sum  to  be 
appropriated  yearly,  from  the  public  treasury,  for  the  purchase  of  scientific 
and  other  works  for  this  department  of  the  library." 

ST.    CLAIR    COUNTY. 

T/ie  Gerinan  Library  x)f  St.  Clair  county — 1,821  vols. — We  are  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Anthony  Schott  for  the, following  interesting  account  of 
the  library  founded  and  sustained  by  the  intelligent  and  educated  German 
settiers  in  St.  Clair  county: 

'•'About  the  year  1830  the  wave  of  immigration  from  Germany  reached 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  but  shortly  afterwards  it  was  swelled  to  an 
unprecedented  height  by  political  pauses  on  the  old  continent.  The  con- 
sequences and  reactions  of  the  French  revolution  of  that  year,  in  and  on 
Germany,  caused  a  great  number  of  persons  to  despond  of  any  meliora- 
tions in  the  State  affairs  of  Germany,  and  to  seek  for  an  asylum  from  the 
renewed  and  increased  oppressions  in  their  fatherland.  Those  who 
wended  thoir  Avay  to  America  were  in  great  numbers  from  the  profession- 
al classes,  and  mostly  men  in  the  prime  of  their  lives,  who,  with  youth- 
ful ardor,  had  entered  into  the  political  arena,  and  many  of  whom  had 
been  more  or  less  implicated  in  the  efforts  fruitlessly  made  to  obtain  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and  more  liberal  constitutions.  Upon  them  tlie  fol- 
lowing book  exeiied  an  immense  itjfluence:  '  Duden's  Account  of  a  Resi- 
dence in  the  Western  States  of  North  America;'  (fust  edition:  Ebber- 
lield,  1829.)  It  was  v/ritten  in  an  earnest  and  philosophical  manner,  in 
a  style,  as  it  were,  expressly  adapted  to  the  well  educated  classes.  To 
that  book,  it  may  safely  be  ascribed,  that  between  1830  and  1840  so  large 
a  number  of  German  emigrants  settled  in  the  counties  of  St.  Louis,  St. 
Charles,  Washington,  Franklin,  in  Missouri;  and  of  St.  Clair,  in  Illinois. 
Thus,  in  1836  we  found  some  5,000  to  6,000  volumes  of  books  in  the 
possession  of  new  settlers  in  St.  Clair  county,  III.,  who  lived  not  very  far 
apart  and  mostly  in  social  intercourse.  It  was,  therefore,  practicable  to 
provide  for  a  common  centre,  in  which  these  books,  if  not  immediately, 
yet  in  the  future,  might  be  collected,  instead  of  being  scattered  and  lost. 
The  impulse  was  given  by  Sparks's  Writings  of  Washington,  ollered  by 
a  trading  agent  and  desired  by  many,  but  too  expensive  for  any  one  alone. 
This  book  was  fitly  made  the  corner-stone  of  a  common  library,  to  be 
built  up  by  a  very  small  annual  contribution,  ($2)  by  donations,  (and 
cf  course  they  were  very  often  books  discarded  from  the  shelves  of  the 
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donors  for  their  worthlessness  to  them;  though  I  have  had  the  satisfactiorb 
of  seeing  mnny  of  them  used  to  good  purpose,  which  1  never  had  ex- 
pected  to  take  down  again,)  and  eventyally  by  legacies.  Our  smalh 
means  have  been  since  1840  still  more  limited,  by  a  deduction  of  2ii  per 
cent,  of  the  yearly  income  for  a  reserved  fund,  designed  to  purchase  at 
the  county  seat  a  building  for  the  library,  when  onr  books  shall  have  be- 
come too  numerous  to  be  contained  in  a  room  of  the  librarian's  farm-house,, 
(not  in  a  log-house  built  for  that  purpose,  as  Dr.  Ludewig  says  in  his 
article  on  the  libraries  of  the  United  States,  in  Naumann's  Serapeum,  No. 
9,  Leipzig,  1846,  where  he  also  errs  in  giving  another  library  to  the  Ger- 
mans at  Belleville,)  and  to  buy,  by  free  lodgings  therein,  the  services  of  a 
young  professional  man  as  a  librarian^  when  they  would  no  more  be 
rendered  gratuitously. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  we  feel  some  satisfaction  that  the  German 
Library  Society  of  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  incorporated  by  act  of  our 
legi.^lature  in  1839,  now  contains  885  works,  in  1,821  volumes;  that  there 
are  among  them  some  collections  of  comparative  value,  (the  works  of  the 
great  men  of  our  Revolution;)  Congressional  documents,  due  to  the  favor 
of  our  senators  and  representatives;  continued  files  of  several  German 
and  American  newspapers  and  periodicals;  publications  in  reference  to 
the  liberal  movements  in  Germany  since  1830;  on  emigratioi>;  on  ancient 
German  literature;  on  agricuiture;  on  mathematics,  (fee;  and  that  we 
have  reason  to  hope  that  our  library,  whenever  it  will  be  proper  to  transfer 
it  to  Belleville,  will  be  firmly  enough  established  to  pass  through  the  in- 
crease of  expenses  coincident  with  the  expected  increase  of  means  and 
usefulness,  which  has  frequently  prostrated  similar  institutions — e.  g.,  the 
St.  Louis  Library,  in  1839. 

"  In  the  catalogue,  as  far  as  it  has  been  printed,  the  books  are  numbered 
according  to  the  time  they  came  into  the  possession  of  the  society;  but 
we  have  an  alphabetical  catalogue,  containing  the  full  titles  on  detached 
leaves;  and  thirdly,  (not  a  so-called  scientific  catalogue,  for  which  our 
library  is  too  small,  but)  a  catalogus  materiai-um,  where,  uuder  proper 
heads,  all  our  books  treating  on  the  same  subject  are  named." 

rPPER    ALTON. 

Shurtleff  College  Library — 1^.520  vols. — The  library  contains  1,520 
books,  and  700  pamphlets  and  magazines.  About  60  or  TO  books  are 
added  each  year.  The  library  is  open  one  hour  each  week.  Trustees, 
the  faculty  and  studeuts  of  the  institution,  and  such  literary  gentlemen 
in  the  vicinity  as  the  committee  may  designate,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of 
the  library.  The  Alpha  Zeta  Society  of  Students,  recently  established^ 
possesses  a  small  library.     Washington  Leverett,  librarian. 

MISSOURI. 

CAPE  GIRARDEAU. 

St.  Mary's  College  Library — 2,400  vols. 
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COLUMBIA. 

AR^souri  University  Librarie<t— 1 ,200  vols.— The  collecye  library  was 
founded  in  1S42,  and  contains  075  volumes.  One  appropriation,  which 
was  of  $1,200,  has  been  made  for  books.  It  is  not  wholly  expended 
The  endowment  of  the  university  is  .$'100,000,  invested  in  bank  stock! 
The  hbrary-roorn  in  the  university  building  is  36  feet  by  24.  It  is  open 
one  hour  every  two  weeks.  The  use  of  the  books  is  Avithout  charge  to 
officers  and  students.  The  Athenian  Society  of  Students  has  200^ vol- 
umes; the  Union  Literary  Society,  325  volumes.  R.  S.  Holmes,  col- 
lege  librarian. 

FAYETTE. 

Howard  High  School  Library— 500  vols.—Th\^  flourishing  institution 
occupies  the  buildings  designed  for  Fayette  College,  which,  though  char- 
tered,  never  went  into  operation.  It  has  a  library  of  500  volumes,  com- 
menced in  1849.  There  is  a  fund  yielding  $100  annual  income  to  be 
continued  for  the  increase  of  the  library  till  it  reaches  2,000  volumes.  It 
will  probably  be  continued  longer.     W.  T.  Lucky,  principal. 

JEFFERSON    CITY. 

State  Lhrary  of  3Iissouri— A, 637  vols.— The  library  was  established  by 
law  in  1829.  In  1831  the  sum  of  $150  a  year  was  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  books.  In  1833  the  annual  appropriation  was  raised  to  $450. 
•On  the  15th  November,  1837,  the  library  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  every- 
thing valuable  lost.  The  library  at  present  contains  4,637  volumes,  and 
32  maps  and  charts.  It  derives  a  small  income  from  the  sale  of  the 
State  reports,  laws,  &c.  The  library-room  is  in  the  State  House.  It 
is  one  half  of  a  circle,  56  feet  in  diameter,  16  feet  high.  During  the  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly  it  is  kept  open  from  9  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m. 
daily.  During  the  recess  it  is  opened  occasionally,  as  the  librarian  may 
direct.  State  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature  may  take  out  books, 
by  giving  receipts  to  the  librarian.  All  other  persons  who  desire  it  may 
■consult  the  books  in  the  room.  The  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  is  made, 
by  law,  €£  officio  librarian.     Present  officer,  William  E.  Dunscomb. 

The  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Missouri,  300  vols. — 
From  the  first  number  of  the  ^'Annals"  of  the  society,  (29  pp.  8vo.,  1848,) 
w^  take  the  following  account  of  the  society  and  its  collections: 

'j-'  In  the  year  1844  a  few  individuals  made  an  effort  to  establish  a  His- 
torical and  Philosophical  Society  for  the  State  of  Missoin-i,  similar  to  in- 
stitutions successfully  established  in  other  States.  On  the  ISth  of  Decem- 
ber, in  that  year, a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Senate  chamber,  in  the  city  of 
Jefferson,  at  which  measures  were  taken  to  organize  the  society,  addresses 
were  delivered  explaining  its  object  and  utility,  a  constitution  adopted 
for  its  government,  fourteen  gentlemen  enrolled  their  names  as  members, 
and  a  conunittee  was  appointed  to  apply  to  the  General  Assembly  for  an 
act  of  incorporation.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Goodrich  presented  to  the  society  a 
volume  of  ancient  travels  in  America,  and  a  fac-simile  engraving  of  hiero- 
glyphics, found  in  an  Indian  mound  in  Illinois:,  and  these  constituted  the 
beginning  of  a  library  and  cabinet  which  will  probably  become  extensive 
and  valuable.     The  constitution  declared  the  objects  of  the  society  to  be 
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to  collect  and  preserve  all  papers,  memorials  and  docnments  connected 
with  the  earlv  history  of  Missouri,  and  all  statistics  in  any  way  pertaining 
to  the  population,  mineral,  navigable  and  agricultural  resources  of  the 
State,  and  to  make  publication  thereof  from  time  to  time.  In  conformity 
to  the  request  of  the  society,  an  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  and  ap- 
proved by  the  governor  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1845.  Since  that 
time  an  act  has  been  passed  granting  to  the  society  the  use  of  a  room  m 
the  capitol,  well  adapted  to  its  purposes.  The  society  is  located  at  the 
city  of  Jetlerson,  but  branches  or  auxiliary  societies  may  he  established 
iu  any  other  part  of  the  State.  ,     on  t     ^t 

('  The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on  the  -iUtli  ol  Jan- 
uary, 1845,  at  which  officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year,  new  mem- 
bers  admitted,  several  distinguished  citizens  of  other 'States  were  elected 
as  honorary  members;  the  presentation  of  some  books,  mineral  specimens^ 
and  other  articles,  was  announced,  and  resolutions  were  passed  requesting 
the  co-operation  of  the  citizens  of  the  State. 

'•  The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on  the  lUth  ot 
January,  1846,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered,  the  presentation  of  ad- 
ditions to  the  library,  cabinet,  and  museum,  announced,  resolutions 
passed,  and  officers  chosen  for  the  succeeding  year. 

"  The  third  annual  meeting  occurred  on  the  19th  of  January,  1847,  at 
which  reports  of  officers  were  heard,  resolutions  adopted,  officers  for  the 
year  selected,  and  addresses  delivered. 

''On  the  17th  of  January,  1S48,  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  so- 
ciety was  held,  at  which  the  reports  of  the  officers  were  made  and  ap- 
proved, some  appropriate  speeches  were  delivered,  and  officers  for  the 
present  year  selected. 

"A  room  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  books,  pamphlets,  pa- 
pers, manuscripts,  curiosities,  and  other  articles,  and  the  foundation  for  a 
libra'ry,  cabinet  and  museum  has  been  laid;  and  hopes  are  entertained  that 
the  liberality  and  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Missouri  will  cause  the 
same  to  be  rapidly  increased  by  many  valuable  additions. 

"  All  editors  and  publishers  of  weekly  newspapers  and  periodicals  are 
solicited  to  present  to  the  society  regular  files  thereof,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  bound  in  volumes  and  carefully  preserved.  The  authors  of  all  books, 
pamphlets,  and  publications  of  every  kind,  are  requested  to  donate  a  copy  of 
the  same  for  the  use  of  the  library.  The  society  invites  the  contribution 
of  all  old  letters  and  manuscripts,  illustrating  the  history  of  the  discovery 
and  early  settlement  of  xMissouri  and  of  the  western  country.  Files  of  all 
newspapers  and  periodicals  that  have  been  heretofore  pubhshed  in  the 
State,  will  be  very  acceptable.  Ancient  and  curious  books  and  pamphlets 
are  desired  as  additions  to  the  library,  particularly  all  such  a?  relate  to  the 
western  country.  A  copy  of  every  book  and  pamphlet  that  was  ever  pub- 
lished in  the  State  is  desired;  no  publication  should  be  considered  too  unim- 
portant to  enter  into  such  a  collection.  One  object  of  the  society  is  to 
collect  and  preserve  the  fleeting  and  ephemeral  publications  that  otherwise 
would  be  buried  in  oblivion.  Citizens  throughout  the  State  may  make 
many  contributions  to  the  society  without  much  trouble  or  inconvenience 

PALMYRA. 

Masonic  College  Library — 2,500  vols. 
Saint  Charles  College  Library— 390  vols. 
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ST.    LOUIS. 

University  Libraries— 13, oSO  vols. — Tlie  college  library,  founded  in 
1829,  contains  12,500  volumes,  increasing  at  the  rate  of  200  volumes  a 
year,  [t  occupies  a  room  40  feet  by  20  in  the  college  building;  opened 
once  a  day.  All  persons  connected  with  the  university  are  entitled  to  the 
use  of  the  books.  Others  are  permitted  to  consult  the  library  at  any  time. 
There  are  three  libraries  belonging  to  societies  of  students:  The  Phila- 
lethian,  with  (530  volumes;  the  Orthological,200  volumes;  and  the  Phileu- 
phradic,  250  volumes.     Caspar  Girsch,  librarian. 

Mercantile  Library  Association — 4,299  vols. — This  association  was 
founded  in  ]S46.  From  the  fourth  report  of  the  directors  (January, 
1850)  we  gather  the  following  facts:  The  present  number  of  members  is 
589.  Durnig  the  year  1849  i^l,888  40  were  expended  iox  1,060  volumes; 
and  470  volumes  were  presented.  From  the  origin  of  the  library  34,901  40. 
have  been  expended  for  books.  Those  presented  during  the  same  time 
were  valued  at  $;1,766.  Whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  4,299. 
An  alphabetical  catalogue,  with  a  classified  index,  forming  about  300 
pages  8vo.,  is  now  in  press.  Use  of  the  books  during  the  year,  4,743 
volumes.  38  periodicals  are  taken.  Of  20  of  these  the  sets  are  complete. 
The  librarian  is  William  P.  Curtis.  Great  pains  seem  to  have  been  taken 
in  the  selection  of  books;  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  institution  appear  to  be 
conducted  with  much  energy  and  good  judgment. 

Law  Library — 1,500  vols. — The  Law  Library  was  established  in  1840, 
by  members  of  the  bar,  and  is  kept  in  a  room  of  the  court-house. 

MICHIGAN. 

ALBION. 

Wesleyan  College  Library — 700  vols. — The  Wesleyan  College,  founded 
in  1848,  is  making  arrangements  for  the  gathering  of  a  library.  The 
preparatory  department,  which  hag  been  longer  in  operation,  has  a  library 
of  about  700  volumes.     0.  T.  Hinman,  president. 

ANN  ARBOR. 

Michigan  University — 5,000  vols. — Founded  in  1837.  ^^The  library 
of  this  institution  was  purchased  a  few  years  since  in  Europe,  and  consists 
of  between  4,000  and  5,000  volumes  of  well  selected  standard  works,  in 
the  various  departments  of  literature  and  science.  There  are  two  literary 
societies  connected  with  the  college,  which  hold  weekly  meetings  during 
term  time,  and  possess  valuable  libraries  of  select  and  miscellaneous 
books."     [Catalogue,  184S-'9.]     Professor  Abram  Seager,  librarian* 

DETROIT. 

St.  Philips  College  Library — 3,000  vols. 

Yoimg  Men's  Society  Library — 1,815  vols. — The  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society  was  formed  in  1833.  Its  library  at  present  contains  1,815 
volumes.     Tiie  annual  increase  has  been  about  100  volumes;  but  of  late 
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a  new  and  vigorous  impulse  has  been  given  to  the  society.    The  number  ' 

of  paying  members  is  103^  including  many  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  ii 

place.     A  new  brick  building  has  been  erected  by  the  society,  and  will  '\ 

be  ready  for  occupation  in  October,  1850.     The  building  is  95  feet  by  24.  .\ 

The  lower  story  will  be  rented  for  stores.     The  second  story  contains,  '. 

besides  two  offices,  a  large  hall  for  lectures,  70  feet  by  40.     The  third  = 

story  is  divided  into  two  rooms:  one  for  a  library,  and  the  other  for  a  ! 

committee-room,  &c.    This  edifice,  when  completed,  will  have  cost  about  ' 

$8,000.    The  lot  on  which  it  is  built  (valued  at  $5,(i00)  was  given  to  the  ! 

society  by  the  land  board  of  the  then  district.     It  is  eligibly  situated-  on  \ 

Jefterson   avenue — the  principal  commercial   street  of  the   city.      It   is  i 

expected  that  the  rent  of  those  parts  of  the  building  not  occupied  by  the  , 

society  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  pay  for  the  building,  and  yield  i 

a  considerable  revenue  for  the  support  and  enlargement  of  the  institution,  i 

The  library,  when  removed,  will  be  placed  in  permanent  glass  cases,  and  ' 

arranged  according  to  subjects.     The  rooms  will  be  open  at  all  times  of  ! 

the  day,  for  membeis  of  the  society,  and  their  friends  not  citizens.    Mem.-  ( 

bers  are  elected  by  the  board  of  managers.     They  pay  $2  each  as  initia-  '• 

lion  fee,  and  an  annual  assessment  of  1,2.     The  society  is  not  solely  a  i 

library  association,  but  it  embraces  also  another  department — that  of  lee-  • 

tures  and  debates.    A  catalogue  of  the  library  (43  pages  Svo.)  was  printed  I 

in  1S42.     John  S.  Van  Alstyne,  librarian.  i 

LANSING.  j 

State  Library— 4, AOO  vols — The  library  was  founded  A.  D.  1836,  and    j 
contains  4,400  volumes.     From  1839  to  1848  there  were  no  additions  by    i 
purchase.  In  1848,  395  volumes  were  purchased  for  ^620,  and  226  A^'olumes    I 
were  presented.  In  1849,  about  400  volumes  were  added  to  the  collection.    ; 
The  library  is  kept  in  a  room  of  the  capitol.     A  catalogue  was  printed 
April  1,  1846.     The  libraiy  is  open  every  day  from  9  a.  m.  to  12  m.,  and 
from  2  to  4  p.  m.     State  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature  are  enti- 
tled to  take  out  the  books.     The  secretary  of  state  is  ex  officio  State  libra- 
rian.    A  clerk  in  his  office  has  charge  of  the  library,  under  his  direction. 

MONROE. 

Public  Library — 1,500  vols. 

SPRING  ARBOR. 

Cejitral  College  Library — 1,600  vols. 

300  TOWNSHIP  LIBRARIES, 43,926  VOLS. 

"The  law  has  for  several  years  made  it  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  to 
assess  a  half  mill  ttix  upon  each  dollar  of  the  taxable  property  of  his  town- 
ship for  the  purchase  of  a  township  library,  a  portion  of  which  tax  may, 
when  certain  conditions  are  complied  with,  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools. 

''The  constitution  of  the  State  provides  that  'the  clear  proceeds  of  all 
fines  assessed  in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws, 
shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  support  of  said  libraries.' 

"Although,  accordhig  to  the  returns,  there  are  but  300  township  libraries 
in  ftie  425  townships  of  Ihe  Stale  from  which  reports  have  been  received, 
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still,  there  is  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  these  libraries, 
the  number  of  volumes  they  contain,  and  the  extent  of  their  circulation. 
There  are  thirty  more  township  libraries  reported  this  year  than  last,  con- 
taining in  all  43,926  volumes,  which  is  6,938  more  than  they  contained, 
accordnig  to  the  reports  received,  for  the  year  1846.  These  libraries  cir- 
culate through  1,349  districts,  which  shows  an  increase  of  268  over  any 
former  year.  Communications  received  from  several  counties  afford  very 
gratifying  evidence  of  their  increased  usefulness."  [Mr.  Mayhew's  re- 
port, 1847.] 

The  amount  of  mill  tax  for  township  libraries  in  1847  was  $7,368  75. 
The  amount  of  fines,  i^c,  collected,  $807  15. 

74  SCHOOL    DISTRICT  LIBRARIES — 3,294  VOLS. 

The  statutes  formerly  provided  for  these  libraries.  Now,  however,  the 
money  formerly  applied  to  them  is  devoted  to  township  libraries.  There 
are,  however,  still  left  seventy-four  of  these  district  libraries,  with  an  ag- 
gregate of  3,294  volumes. 

IOWA. 

BURLINGT0N. 

'•'The  '■loxca  Historical  and  Geological  Institute''  was  organized  Decem- 
ber 18,  1843,  but  ten  years  after  the  departure  of  the  'red  men,'  by  four 
citizens  of  this  city,  and  now  [December,  1849]  numbers  over  thirty 
members.  The  object  of  the  association  cannot  be  better  communicated 
than  by  transcribing  a  portion  of  the  preamble  of  the  constitution:  'We, 
the  undersigned,  agree  to  organize  an  insiitution,  to  be  located  perma- 
nently at  Burlington,  Iowa,  the  object  of  which  shall  be  the  establishment 
of  a  cabinet  of  curiosities,  of  a  library,  and  of  a  depository  of  records 
and  papers  relating  to  the  primitive  settlement,  early  history,  and  geologi- 
cal features  of  Iowa. ' 

"'i'he  objects  of  the  association  have  been  steadily  kept  in  view,  and 
constant  additions  are  being  made  to  the  geological  and  historical  depart- 
ments, as  well  as  to  the  library.  The  geological  and  mineralogical 
specimens  amount  to  about  two  thousand,  and  some  of  them  are  exceed- 
ingly rare  and  valuable.  The  collection  of  historical  papers,  records,  and 
facts  relative  to  the  early  settlement  and  history  of  this  State  has  demanded 
the  special  attention  of  some  of  the  members;  and  thus  has  many  an 
important  historical  fact,  that  otherwise,  by  the  death  or  removal  of  the 
ar.tors,  would  have  been  lost,  been  collected  and  preserved  among  the 
archives  of  the  institute."  [Letter  from  David  Rorer,  corresponding  sec- 
retary.] 

DAVENPORT. 

The  college  at  Davenpqrt,  Iowa,  is  in  active  operation.  It  has  com- 
menced the  formation  of  a  library. 

IOWA    CITY. 

State  Library  of  loiva— 1,600  vols.— The  State  Library  was  founded  in 
1839,  and  contains  about  1,600  volumes.     The  yearly  additions  have  been 
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very  small,  derived  from  an  exchange  of  lawbooks  and  public  documents 
between  the  States,  and  donations  by  Congress,  probably  not  exceeding 
ten  volumes  a  year.  The  library-room  is  in  the  capitol,  and  measures  42 
feet  by  21,  and  14  feet  high.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1839,  and 
another  in  1845,  containing  IS  pp.  8vo.  The  library  is  open  every  day 
during  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  and  the  supreme  court,  from  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. ;  at  other  times  it  is  open  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons.  State  officers,  members  of  the  legislature,  and  members  of 
the  supreme  court  bar,  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  books.  Lemuel  B. 
Patterson,  State  librarian. 

This  infant  State  has  already  made  legislative  provision  for  a  State  uni- 
versity, with  several  branches;  a  system  of  district  b.chools,  with  normal 
schools,  and  district  libraries.  A  superintendent  has  been  elected — Mr. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr,  He  has  lately  published,  in  a  handsome  pamphh^t 
of  140  pages,  ''  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Iowa  relating  to  Common  Schools, 
including  forms,  regulations,  and  instructions,  respecting  proceedings 
under  those  Statutes,"  8vo:  Iowa  City,  1849.  This  contains  plans  of 
school  houses,  selections  of  books  for  district  libraries,  <fcc. 

There  is  a  Presbyterian  College  at  West  Point,  Lee  county. 

WISCONSIN. 

BELOIT. 

Beloit  College  Libraries — 1,000  vols. — The  catalogue  of  Beloit  College 
and  Seminary  for  lS49-'50  states  that  "  the  Ubraries  connected  with  the 
college  now  amount  to  over  1,000  volumes,  and  arrangements  are  made 
which  will  insure  their  progressive  increase." 

BIADISON. 

State  Library — 4,000  vo/s. — Founded  in  1836;  contains  about  4,000 
volumes,  including  pamphlets  and  magazines.  The  sum  of  $5,000  was 
appropriated  by  Congress  in  1836  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Since  then 
no  additions  of  importance  have  been  made,  except  the  laws  and  reports 
received  from  the  different  States.  The  library  is  placed  in  a  room  of  the 
capitol,  measuring  18  feet  by  42.  There  has  been  no  printed  catalogue, 
but  one  will  be  published  by  January  1,  1850.  Books  are  lent  out  to  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  State 
officers,  to  be  returned  in  six  days.  About  5,000  persons  consult  the 
library  yearly.  It  is  opened  during  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  and 
supreme  court,  from  9  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.  Privileged  persons  can  always 
have  access  to  the  books.     George  P.  Delaplaine,  State  librarian. 

Univej'sity  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  at  College  Hill,  near  Madison. — 
This  institution  was  incorporated  in  1849. 

A  State  Historical  Society  has  been  formed,  and  has  commenced  the 
gathering  of  a  library.  The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
at  Madison,  January  15,  1850. 

MILWAUKIE. 

The  Young  Men's  Association  of  the  City  of  Milwaukie  has  a  library 
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of  more  than  1 ,000  well-selected  volumes.  In  the  reading-room  are  to  be 
found  many  of  the  valuable  periodicals  of  the  day.  The  library  is  open 
for  the  delivery  of  books  every  Wednesday  from  2  to  5  o'clock,  and  Satur- 
day evenings.  The  reading-room  is  open  every  evening.  A  catalogue  of 
the  library  (18  pp.  l2ino.)  was  printed  in  1848. 

MINNESOTA. 

ST.   PAUL. 

Minnesota  Historical  Societj/ .—This  society  was  incorporated  by  the 
le^^islative  assembly  of  the  Territory  on  the  1 0th  of  October,  1849.^  It  has 
already  issued  "Annals  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Sor,iety,"  8vo.,  28 
pages:  St.  Paul.  The  officers  of  the  society  invite  exchanges  and  con- 
tributions towards  the  formation  of  a  library.     Alexander  Ramsey,  presi- 

Territorial  Library— 3,000  vols.— The  act  of  Congress  establishing 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  approved  March  3,  1849,  contanis  an  appro- 
priation of  $5,000  for  a  libraiy,  to  be  kept  at  the  seat  of  government,  for 
the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  Territory,  and  other  persons,  under  suitable 
regulations.  The  library  (December,  1850)  has  been  organized:  3,000 
volumes  of  good  books  (law  and  miscellaneous)  have  been  purchased, 
and  a  catalogue  (30  pages  8vo.)  published.    Charles  Cavileer,  hbranan. 

ST.  ANTHONY  FALL. 

The  St.  Anthony  Library  Association  was  incorporated  November  1, 
1849.  During  the  winter  of  1849,  a  series  of  lectures  was  delivered  be- 
fore the  association.  Just  after  the  incorporation  of  the  society,  a  purchase 
of  books  was  made,  as  a  nucleus  of  the  proposed  library.  There  are 
now,  perhaps,  200  volumes  upon  the  shelves. 

CALIFORNIA. 

MONTEREY. 

''A  good  beginning  for  a  public  library  has  been  made  by  the  fo^^'ioi^ 
of  the  Monterey  Library  Association,  and  a  subscription  of  ^1,40U.  1  lie 
plan  meets  with  decided  public  favor,  and  an  order  has  been  forwarded  to 
New  York  for  books."— Aeit'  York  Observer,  May  18,  18o0. 

TERRITORIES  OF  OREGON,  NEW  MEXICO,  UTAH. 

The  acts  of  Congress  establishing  these  Territories  contain  appn^pria- 
tions  of  $5,000  to  each  for  the  purchase  of  Territorial  libraries.  1  he 
library  of  Oregon  has  already  (.[anuaiy,  1851)  been  purchased.  Dr.  I3ern- 
hisel,  an  energetic  and  intelligent  agent,  has  been  appointed  to  collect  the 
library  for  Utah,  and  has  made  good  progress  in  the  work. 

MILITARY   LIBRARIES. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  distinguished  officer  for  the  following  account  of 
the  militaiy  libraries  connected  with  the  United  States  army: 


[120]  188 

"  Under  authority  of  tlie  ^General  Regulations  for  the  Army,'  libraries, 
consisting  of  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  bound  books,  are  formed  at 
most,  if  not  all,  the  military  posts  occupied  by  our  army.  The  fund  for 
the  purchase  of  these  is  accumulated  by  savings  in  the  bake- houses  on 
soldiers'  bread,  and  taxes  on  the  sutlers  of  the  posts. 

"The  number  of  volumes  is  generally  but  a  few  hundred,  and  not 
more  than  a  thousand,  probably,  at  any  one  of  the  largest  posts;  and  the 
number  is  constantly  varying,  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  books  in  the 
Jiands  of  soldiers,  and  by  the  interruptions  occasioned  very  frequently  of 
late  by  the  removal  of  the  troops  or  division  of  the  companies  comprising 
the  garrison,  as,  in  all  such  cases,  the  detached  troops  are  entitled  to  take 
with  them  their  proportionate  shares  of  the  library. 

"The  formation  of  these  libraries,  and  the  instituting  of  schools  for  in- 
struction of  soldiers  and  children  at  the  military  posts,  have  had  a  ve;y 
beneficial  effect,  in  the  education  of  those  who,  without  these  advantages, 
would  never  be  able  to  read,  and  inducing  an  application  of  time  to  books 
which  otherwise  would  be  spent  in  idleness  and  indulgence  in  evil 
habits."  I 
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CLASSIFICATION. 


In  the  following  Table  are  exhibited,  in  seven  classes,  the  number  of  libraries  in  each  State 
with  the  number  of  volumes  which  they  contain— gathered  from  the  foregoing  notices.  These 
several  classes  of  libraries  may  be  characterized,  in  general  terms,  as  follows  : 

i.  State  libraries,  including  those  of  the  general  government  and  of  the  executive  departments 
and  those  of  the  State  courts.  Almost  all  the  States  in  the  Union  have  organized  Slate  libraries! 
Those  which  have  not,  possess  collections  of  books  which  will  ere  long  serve  as  the  foundations' 
of  such  Libraries.  These  libraries  are  composed,  to  a  great  extent,  of  public  documents  of  the 
general  and  State  governments,  with  works  on  statistics,  political  economy,  history,  &c.  Some 
of  them,  as  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  New  York  State  library ,&c.,  take  a  much  wider  range, 
and  are  ex  remely  valuable  collections  for  general  reference. 

2.  SocLZ/iferaries,  including  atheneeums,  lyceums,  young  men's  associations,  mechanics' insti- 
tutions, mercantile  libraries,  &c. — These  libraries  are  generally  composed  of  popular  works  for 
reading  rather  than  for  reference.  But  among  them  are  many  of  the  best  collections  in  the 
country.  We  think,  that  any  one,  looking  over  the  catalogues  of  these  libraries,  would  be  sur- 
prised and  gratified  to  find  them  generally  so  well  selected. 

In  some  States,  almost  every  town  has,  under  some  name,  a  social  library.  Most  of  these 
collections,  it  is  true,  are  very  small,  containing  less  than  a  thousand  volumes  ;  but  there  doubt- 
less are  a  great  many,  far  more  considerable  in  size,  which  have  been  unintentionally  overlooked. 

3.  College  libraries,  {exclusive  of  students'  libraries.) — Our  colleges  are  mostly  eleemosynary 
institutions.  Their  libraries  are  frecjuently  the  chance  aggregations  of  the  gifts  of  charity  ;  too 
many  of  them  discarded,  as  well  nigh  worthless,  from  the  shelves  of  the  donors.  This  is  not 
true  of  all  our  college  libraries ;  for  among  them  are  some  very  important  collections,  chosen 
with  care  and  competent  learning,  purchased  with  economy,  and  guarded  with  prudence, — 
.hough  ever  available  to  those  who  wish  to  use  them  aright. 

4.  Students^  /iftraries,  in  colleges,  professional  schools,  academies,  &c. — The  societies  formed 
by  students  in  our  seminaries  of  learning,  for  mutual  improvement  in  debate  and  composition,  for 
the  most  part  possess  libraries.  These  are  generally  useful  collections  of  books  of  a  popular 
character.  Sometimes  (in  Yale  College  particularly)  they  are  large,  well  selected,  and  admirably 
arranged  and  kept.     Dust  seldom  gathers  on  the  books  in  such  collections. 

5.  Libraries  of  professional  schools  and  incorporated  academies. 

This  class  includes  theological  seminaries,  law  schools,  medical  colleges,  and  military  academies 
as  well  as  high  schools,  generally  termed  in  this  country  "academies."  The  professional  schools, 
several  of  them,  possess  the  best  special  libraries  in  the  country.  These  institutions  (particularly 
the  theological)  are  so  frequently  connected  with  academies,  that  it  was  found  most  convenient 
to  group  them  together.  The  notices  in  the  body  of  this  work  will  generally  enable  the  reader 
to  subdivide  this  class,  as  well  as  the  other  classes,  if  desired. 

6.  Libraries  of  Learned  Societies, — scientific,  literary  and  historical.  These  hbraries  are  most- 
ly composed  of  the  Transactions  of  similar  societies  and  of  periodicals  which  contain  the  current 
records  of  science  and  letters.  They  have  been  mostly  procured  by  donation  and  exchange.  Some 
of  these  collections  are  extensive  and  important.  The  historical  societies  are  doing  great  service 
in  gathering  and  guarding  the  precious  memorials  of  our  early  annals. 

7.  Public  School  Libraries.  Several  of  the  states,  have  taken  great  interest  in  supplying  every 
township  and  school  district  with  a  library.  Other  states  have  commenced  such  collections,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  be  greatly  multiplied.  They  are  not  intended  for  pupils  alone, 
but  for  all  the  population  of  the  district  or  township  to  which  they  belong.  They  are  composed 
of  valuable  books,  designed  and  adapted  to  communicate  useful  knowledge  in  a  popular  way, 
and  to  cultivate  all  the  higher  elements  of  character.  They  are  in  continual  use,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  overestimate  their  beneficial  influence. 

Another  class  of  libraries  of  which  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  collect  the  statistics 
comprises  Sunday  School  Libraries.  The  aggregate  number  of  books  which  they  contain 
is  very  great.  These  books,  though  mostly  for  juvenile  readers,  are  always  of  a  moral  or  re- 
ligious tendency,  and  they  have  vast  influence  in  forming  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  moral 
character  of  the  people. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


Whole  number  of  Libraries,  exclusive  of  those  of  the  public  schools  694 

Aggregate  number  of  volumes      -  -  -  -  .  2,201,632 


Whole  number  of  Libraries  containing,  each,  1,000  volumes,  and 

upwards  .......  423 

Aggregate  number  of  volumes  in  these  Libraries   -  -  -2,105,652 

Average  size         .......  4,977 


Number  of  Libraries  reported,  containing  less  than  1,000  volumes, 

each    -.--....  271 

Aggregate  number  of  volumes  in  these  Libraries  -  -  -        95,980 


*Number  of  Libraries  containing  1,000  volumes  and  upwards,  and 
less  than  5,000  ......  198 

Number  of  Libraries  containing  5,000  volumes  and  upwards,  and 

less  than  10,000  ......  175 

Number  of  Libraries  containing  10,000  volumes  and  upwards,  and 

less  than  20,000  .-.-..  43 

Number  of  Libraries  containing  20,000  volumes  and  upwards,  and 

less  than  50,000  ......  H 

There  are  but  five  Libraries  containing,  each,  50,000  volumes  and 

upwards.  Namely :..---.  6 

Harvard  University — 

Public  Library        -  -  -  56,000 

Law  Library  -  -  -  14.000 

Theological  Library  -  -     3,000 

Medical  Library     .  -  -     1,200 

Students'  Libraries  -  -  10,000 

84.200 


The  Philadelphia  Library,  (including  the  Loganian  Library)    -    60,000 

Yale  College- 
College  Library  -  -  20,515 
Medical  Library  -  -        900 
Law  Library        -             -     1 ,900 
Students'  Libraries           -  27,166 

.50,481 


The  Library  of  Congress      .....        50,000 
The  Boston  Athenaeum       .....        50,000 


'In  this  statement,  and  in  those  which  follow,  the  Libraries  of  societies  of  students  and  those 
of  professional  departments  are  counted  with  the  Libraries  of  the  Colleges  or  Seminaries  with 
which  they  are  connected. 
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Wheeler,  Charles 14(5 

Whipple,  Charles  J 4(j 

White,  A.  P 148 

Whitehead,  W.  A 105 

Whitney,  B.  L 36 

Wickiiam,  Samuel. 49 

Willard.  Joseph 30 

William  and  iVlary  College,  Williamsburg,  Va 148 

Williamsburg,  Va 148 

Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass 41 

Williams,  Horace  G 63,  70 

Williams,  Joseph 69 

Williams,  Chilip 139 

Williams,  Thomas  Hale 61 

Williamstown,  Mass 41 

Willis,  William 9 

Willis,  M.  Hitt ; 177 

Wilson,  James  P 132 

Wing,  iM.  T.  C 171 

Winthrop,  Francis  B 88 

^Vinthrop,  James HI 

Winthrop,  Thomas  L 44,  43 

Wisconsin 1S6 

Wiuenburg  College,  Springfield,  Ohio 174 

Wood,  Georije 75 

Wood,   William 27 

Woodward  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 170 

Worcester,  Mass 43 

Wording,  W.  E ,...  14 

Wright,  Elizur 36 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Ct 70,  73 

Young,  Jehu  C 166 

Young  Mens'  Association,  Albany,  N.  Y ,  , 77 

Young  Metis'  Association,   Buffalo,  N.Y 81 

Young  J.Iens'  Associalion,  Schenectady,  N.  Y 99 

Young  Mens'  Association,  Troy,  N.  Y 99 

Young  Mens' Association  of  the  City  of  Milwaukie 186 

Young  Mens'  Association,  Utica,  N.  Y 99 

Young  Mens'  Institute,  Hartford,  Ct 64 

Young  Mens'  Institute,  New  Haven,  Ct 73 

Young  Mens'  Library,  Augusta,  Ga 157 

Young  Mens'  Mercantile  Association,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 169 

Young  Mens'  Mercantile  Library  and  Mechanics'  Institute,  Pittsburg,  Pa 130 

Young  Mens'  Society  Library,  Detioit,  Mich 183 

Youths'  Free  Library  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute 80 

Zinesville,  Ohio 174 


Erratum.—  Fage  35,  line  58  from  the  ton,  for  "Williams  College"  read  IViUiam  and  Mary  College. 
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